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rurul Nississ ippi, and Wc.H .. hington, D. C .. l "·o-r-.(~ ..1 .;.-, r the Student Non-violt.nt Coo r-t. i.n.:J.tin..:; 

Committee (SNCC) in Georgia and Nississip[h, :mct •. or 5outb,:,an i\eighborhood Hou:;r. in 

·• : " \ 
Mos t Negroes reacted to me1,as t hey h.:l • l>een r...~ugh t t:o react to all wh.itc men--with 

a s-ubservient "ya.ssuh, boss ." I wou ld tnl~<. to thl..ll'l about a.ll kinds of things- - Lhe ,~r,Gathcr.,_ 

crops, local gossip, religion--anything to cain c~nfidencc . But is was extremely hard for 

me. t o overcome tra i ts of mine that c.suscd t;-::er c otyped reae.tions. I discov~red chat I 

had many traits chat were! peculiarly white, and t h:tL I ha d to have a full unders::anding 

of them. For example, pat:crna lism~ or ovcr-rc.a.ct:ing , and trying to "prove" tha c I was r.ot 

like the other white men. 

Also, l bad to overcome self-coosci cyusness . I had to learn those traits which were 

basic·auy human and universal, apd give up s ome I ha d. previously considered pare o f my 

" individuality, " but which only served to alienate me from the people with whom I Harked . 

This was a v~ry painful process. At times i t overwhelmed me, and I felt completely 

lost and depressed. After a while, t hough, I began to gain enough sel f - understandi ng co 

be able to function. 

Now, in 1966, after going through all that anguish, I am being told I am no longer 

wanted in the Civil Rights Movement. SNCC no l onger wants whites to organi~e . They have 

adopted a policy of "black power . " 

I must admi t that at first, although intellectually I understood SNCC's reasons, l 

felt quite bitter and personally defeated. I could do nothing about changing the ne>~ 

.policy, however, so I struggle·d to be able to deal with it within myself. This called for 

a complete re-evaluation of the role of white people. in the Civil Rights Hovement. 

This paper is part of my attempt co put my thoughts ·and fee·li~gs into some coherent 

·order. lt is highly subjective. 
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Le t me start at the bcginning-- thL t'u,·ul ·"'" ' " a 1:o und Alh.>ny, C(lm:z.in , r •. ll , 1962 . 

Wh en l first thought o f working in tiH . Soutl ., I had the typical ••hit c l ihc •·nl ~ttHud,, 

prevclcnt a t that t i.Iro . The. uudn probl~nl ) 1 IPll., ...... ,,s the. ''prejudice" o[ Sou chc,.;rn whiu.::.. 

to, .. rards N<'!g,roes. lf only Sout;h·e rn \olhitLC woulcl ncc c:p t N-egr oes as 11 equnl'r, the. Civil ill"igh t s 

problem would be solved . My job, the r efor e , indeed the only J ob to be> done, was to convince: 

tl;c> wh i t es . I felt , of course1 that 1 h .. d no rn:cj udicc . (Ny i dea was to work with the 

J ewish Community of Albany , which was in£1uLnt i al i n civic affairs . I felt 1 cou l d "com-

mu~ticate" with them beeter th:m otber '"'i.'milrtts oi the vh;.tc community.) 

Hqwevcr, soon after I starte~ "Working, it became clear t hat I would have very lictle 

direct contact with the whit.e co!11Plunit:y itself; . I l ca ·1:ncd immediate ly that chc. Negroes 

wit·h ·whom I would be working did not t rust "hit:es anymore than t he whites trus ted them. 

The diffeTence was that the whites mistrust stemmed from the fear of . the slave- ho.ldcr of 

having his s l aves rise up. The Negroes ' fear \<as t he fea r of ja mao who had been mis trea t ed 

and .opP.rcssed all his life by ••bites a11d , oat:urally, assumed that all whites, no m.Hter 

how fTiendly they tried to appear, would, sooner or later., turn against l1im and somehow 

"pu t him down". 

As Charles Sherrod, my pro j ect di•~ctor, said to ·a reporter: 

We wa11t to strike a t the very rooc o f segregation. Th.:l ~:oot ' 
is the idea that white is superior . That: i dea has eaten l.nto 
the minds of the people, b l .;cl< en6 whice . We have to break this 
image. We can onl y do this i f they s ec wh.it e and black working 
together , side by si·de , the \·1!1i te man no more and no less than 
his black brother, but human beings together . * 

My role, then, was seen as walk ing side by side with Negroes, as an equal. \,'hich 

"as , li t erally, what I did--down many muddy councry roads , knocki ng on shacks, trying t o 

convince peolpe to register and vote . 

. 
*Anne Beadeo, "Students Cha.ll.enge Rural Georgia, The Southern Patriot, Dec . , 1 962, p .1; 3 
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Our ;>rojeet was tho.: only one in th< '"-• p SOl.d tho.tt uM .. d whitt worl,crs. J'rojcce 'i-
rectors elsewhere felt that it was Loc, ~~ r-. ~.-otn. t:o usc "''l'litos . Ncsrocs eou1d t.l ip in 

and our o! areas \.Ji.thoul baing noticed .J lh( !·at J:_; t authorities , but intc;:;r.:i.t.(.d t.c.a.tm .. 

inevitably a t tracted attention, and vio1 ... ,tc. 

The hostile whites hAt:ed us more th ·n th4· ~~'~ro ':orkcrs . Firc t, bce~nHi c they f elt. 

that \oole ClUSt be the ones who \/ere "agi i...llinc;" l h..:! ~'\egro~, as we were whice ant! sup<:.rior. 

Second .• because """e "-'ere traitors to our r~co . Ove-r and over a&~in, r.h~ worst insult thaL 

white racists could think of to heap uon "" wJ: to ask derisively, "You, really while, 

Having whites on tho staff added to t ension~ , and the possibi Hey of violence, in 

another way also. l':o rr.:>ttcr what the n<:lunl pcn:onnl behavior of the whites, we were 

accused by both white and black SoutherncrG of having a perverse sexual interests in 

Negroes. lo/e became the target of many lewd and vulsar accusations and insinuations . 
•' 

We had to work in an atmosphere in whi ch we "ere considered "fallen" . 

The whites had always believed that Negroes were more sexually aggressive and~tont 

than themselves, and both white men and women probably had conscious or unconsciou~ de
l 

sires to have sax-relations with Negroes . Indeed, the Kinsey Report stated that something 

like 907. of all Southern white men had their first sex-relations with a Negro woman. 

Thus , the only bi-racial relations that m.:tny l<hites "ere famil tar with were sexual and 

they naturally assumed that' we were en(;.:t(;ing in sex with Nesroes. 

The Negroes, on the other hand, knew of many whi te men and women wo had exploited 

them sexually, and therefore needed assurance t:hat we did not want to do so. A psychiatris· 

working with civil rights workers wrote' 

. A seventeen-year7old Negro girl who w~s somewhat upset that 
her boyfriend had just broken up with hc;r to pay his attentions 
t:o a white girl bitterly remarked, " I think all these white girls 
down here sat up North dream.ing about being raped by como big blacll: 
Negro and came down here to see what it was like."* · 

*MS. Alvin F. Poussaint, M. D., The Stresses of the White Female Worker I n the Civil 
Rights Movement i n the South, pg. 
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I nt .or-Staff Confli.ccs 

I left Caorgia i~ th;:> wi nte r of 1!}6!, , o·c t~:: ·1c d co s chool for six montb,. , 11nrl t io cn 

w-ent to \{ashing ton, D. C. , to '~·ork a s a cn;ru:~u n~ ~ 

House. I stayed the r e f o r six months , r;.h k to work for SNCC, thi s time in 

1-1ississ i ppi . I \o.lill discuss Wa s hi ngton ::;1-, ... :.~ . b .. , t or th e present I mu s t skip ov er it 

and \\Tr it e: a bout His sis sippi . 1 say .!!ll:!l!.! bccau:iu f -rom the pe 1·s peccivc. o f tqday I canno l 

sec the Has hint;t:on experience .a s a disti nc l.. expe rience.. It seems par t of Mis s issip p i .. Hhcr 

I was i n \jashing t on I ha d ma ny an.xi e l i c" u ud va ;;-uu noc i o r\s a bou t ·.-tbot I was go i ng through , 

but 1 never could cryst:aliz.c o r i dent i f y thes e f<'t·lin.gs .. In Nis sis sippi , I had t he same 

f eelings , l>ut I was with o thers " ho had t hem ~1~0 , a nd thr ough dfscussions I ~ a b l e co 

pu t them i nto words. 

I 1•ent to Missis sippi in the Sp r i ng of 1964, a n.d was s t a tior\ed at Ruse College, 

a smal l, poorly-endowed school for Neg roes, in Ho lly Springs . I was the only ~>h ice at 

t he college, and the only SNCC worker. Hy j ob w:.s co make preparations for the arri va l 

of twenty other workers that were coming that sutnmcr. I rented a house for them to live 

in, tnade initial contacts in t he communi ty, etc . . 

That spring, ma.ny Negro SNCC s ta£1 men1bers in }!ississi ppi had been against having 

more white workers sent down. They had said the ~<nites wou l d i ncrea s e the possfbility 

of da nger, would cause disruption am·ong t he re::;ula r staff, and would tend to alien.>te 

SNCC from the masses of Miss i ssippi Negro<!s . 

Those supporting using whi tes said that the \<hite students g enerally wo uld co,'l\e 

from middle-class backgrounds, and wou l d ther e·fore bring money i n to therl!: proj ects --from 

their parepts, and -from frie nds of their parents , ,.ho would be anxious to s upport. them. 

Also, seyeral of the wor kers would have ver y influential parents who wou l d, undou b t ed l y , 

be willing to help. (For e.Kample, one would be the s on of a California Congressman). 
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!t i :7 vl.!r)' s.i.gni(ieeunt lh.:1t not one: of 1 ' ~l.._ r • S>.CC '-:orf...ors jus Lifiod brin;~iili; whi tes 

on i u-...:.ul ogic.:tl -grounds , q r on the g rou nJ. u .,.J i.h· Sbcrt;od t\<70 years previo~,;s, cha t only 

through having whi tes '~ork ,..rould the go.Jl • (Ji th~-. Hqvcmcnt: be u chicvc c.l . ··'( 

Fina.lly, one thousand you n:, \.Jhite Hor~·~~rs , ,. l.! 'tt: hrou g hr from th(: i':ort.h. They iound 

c.hclnsclvcs at the center o£ an emotlon~lly sh.,c.l~l:in~ ceoss -firc of r a: c i.:tl t cn.:.ions, ( (;ar.G, 

and h.:Jtrcds . ' Whatever their prior good iJlten t i o ns, f ew whi t e t.•orkers w~re able co 

cope with cheir new s ituation . l llXllediately , t hey had to fac.:! the bitterness and hostility 

of the Negro workers who had opposed t heir parcicip,ltion . 

The white women, especially, found Lhcmscllv cs i n an extrC'me ly trauma- pr oducing- situ-

at.ion. She stands at the very ce-nter o f the SQ\Jthur n way- of- lift:! . For Negroes she- is 

the tabooed and r evered object. "It bas b..,co i~ hC!l' name ond for her glory t hat the 

~o~hite South has oppressed, brutalized, l ync hed, And .autilated the black man for centuries . 

Violation of t he socio-sexual taboos surrounding the white wotnan ha s f recruestly meant 

instant death for the Ne~;ro . "*':, Thus, many Negro s1:aff more res~ntful of 

t.he white wo.men than of the white men . 

Fc~o.lin.gs t hat whic-es "a.r·e trying t o t ake over our Movement•• wCA·e- more ofte n directed 

at t he-whi te female than at the male .~'·"' l~hite birls were periodically made t he scape-

goats for mnt of the difficul ties any particu lar pr oject was havinb . It was she who 

was blallled when the program was not runnin;; properly or the staff got bog.ged do\ol'n in 

"black-white relations." When resentful fea lin;;s ''ere highest among the Ne!'jro worker s , 

one often heard: "Those white bitches should al l :t,o home". This sentimenc: was someci,.mes 

expressed directly to the white girls and attcmps ><ere. made to isolate them socially 

and psychol ogically . 

The Negro femal-e workers in particular were unhappy with the presence of tha whic:e 

T l•<· I 
female. 

1
\Negro women tend •,:~;o have a generalized deep-seated resentment co,.•ard white. 

women because of society's superior valuac ion of ''white standards of beaucy . " 

>'·'The quest ion· was debated back and forth ' for many months, until SNCC leaders felt: c:nere 
was a consensus. Most of the arguments presenced here are specifically f rom a staff con

' ference held in Greenville, Miss., May, 19b61 

**:J·~ .. ,. :..;;~o!.p. cit, pg. 1 
***Ibid, pg.B 
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1\cgro women must 1 ivc 'With the (l.'"UStL~L ion th.:.t • nC\ rnar:-ccr how nll . .;c h t h-oy str..:. .i ._,'ote.Jl tl-.e l t· 

h~ir or bl each thG:ir skins , they csn n\.! \' ~o t .. b~ qul tL 1'\.1h.itc" . In addition , r;l.c-_y s .. .,-.• 

white f emale. civil r ightt? workers as co:np ~.;t i t ~rs f or the ir Negro mun ; OJnd st nc,__ the 

Ncs~o ntJn has bc~n brainwas hed f.o.r cent:ur·i'-s \·:i~h "sacre d \·!hitc- womanhood., " m .• ny q f t he 

~boy of the. ...._,hite workers, male an d fc•nal t! , con tributc.d to t he ir t,vn ~:-tr r;c ,, l ~ :o5 . 

!hey b,roughr "'ith them certain attitude$ {oft(\ n uncon r-cious and in differen't do:.grces ) 

which can be cal l ed the 11White-A£rican-God CQmp] ... ~x ." At the c e nter o f thi s "complcx 11 

vJd.s commonly found t'he fantasy o£ the j nL,;] 1ig<m L, hp >v<:, "'hite le.adin<; the poor , '<Jo,;-n

trodaen, ;md oppressed black man to frco,do,n . I b.: ifc·s;ro .i".~ seen a~ someone who hai. t o 

be "led" . Usually , because of their supCl'ior oJ [ icc and administr~Cive s1d.lls , tha whites 

work·'· themselves into positions o f contro l and 1<-adership . I n t heir social contacts t h<lY 

wanted to associate intimately only with t he Ne gr o project leader s . 

7'he Wbices /Is Oq;;ani>.e!is 

So far, I bave been describing white-black rela tions in more or less psychological 

terms, and dealing with inter-staff problems . I would no" like to make some observa rions 

about the white role in terms of the job to be done- - gaining freedom for Negroes . 

Over and over again in }lississippi and Georgia, hostile whi te people woul d cha l. l cnge 

me: 

''Do ~ cum Nawth an tell ya' 11 ho« to ru n yawh stal:e? 1Vhy don ' t ya go hom<>!'' 

Then> was usually no way to r espond. The ce>mmunication gap 10as too "'id·e .. Behind 

their starement lay every assumption the Civil Rights Movement was figh ting . The wnite-s 

\olet:e assuming they ran thei r stac.e and i t s counties , an as suc-,ption based, of coarse., 
I, 
I• on rea1ity; even thoug.h in mosc of the counties in which I \vorked, the majority of people 
I 

were Negroes. Also, behind their statclncnt lay the assutnpti on that, because I was "hite , 

I participated in running my home·. sta te in the same way they ran theirs . The·is assumption 

\ 

'• 
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belie ve d th."lt 1 had po•.vcr b-ecause I \,•.:ta • liLt\., nntl l ' ll d~nl with t:. hib prohl"" .... Ln a mu;;-, ., 

The- whites wcro fur ther a s.s\Jming th~~l Lhi.! l;aL•ic conill.Ct was bct\~c .. ~n wh i t .. civi1 

how to 't-reat " chc Xc&r(•. 

I n the>ir t hinking , they ceuld not t:1'111sidcr t h <' possibility t ha t Negroes , 0 1 Li:cir 

They could no t conceive of the possibility tha t Negroes were people >lith f eelings 

and i ntelligenc e who were simpl y tir<;d o[ oppr(<Sion and " e r e organizing to (ig hr it. 

Mos t of the Negro loca l res idents also assumed that "e whites had po1·1ec Every 

morning in Holly Springs , t <;n, maybe tt<ent)< Ne&roes would come into the o Hice . They 

refused t o talk with the Negro \<'Orkers, a nd ins i.stod on t all<ing to us. Tl>cy all had 

individual probl ems-- they were being treated unfairl y by the We l fare Department, or were 

being cheated out o f thei r pa y for g.r o<,• 'Lrl:;: co tton, <· I hundr o!>ds of other complaints . 

They wanted us to "go talk co t he man" for them. This was just a perptuation of th~ ol d 

tradi tion o f getting a " good white mn" on your s ide co fight for you against a "bad" 

on~ . Before, many Negroes would gain th~ SJmpathy o f a local law offi cer, or a banker or 

lawyor, a"nd cons~antly ask him for hal p . The. Negroes had completely accepted the white 

supremacy syst em and bad adjusted to it . 

The Negroes' image of the whit~ work~r was r einforced when tHe white responded to 

call s for help and aid indeed intervene betw~en the Negro and the white authorities . 

The f act was chat whit e civil rights workers, t he· people most vilified i n the Southern 

pr ess and most despise d by local author itie s, had a certain k i nd of p'owet over t h" au

thorities . 

For example, during the fall of 1964, SNCC was organizing to have Neg roes run for the 

coun t y committees that dec i de bow muc h cotton each farmer can plant . Peop l e who wanted 

co be puc on t he ba l lot in my area, Harshall Co"unty, were having a very difficult time . 

The local Agriculture Depar tment Agent was i gnoring t hose who approached him and 'he 

present local committee was beginning co Gcrr)mi.lnder distric t lines so that t he Negro 

vote would be split, 11 spo~e to the agent . 
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.He took definit_c. actio·ns ~ .. lhich m.:td..: llh co;o.mit::Lce elections cquitil.bl._ . J,ll Ger ry-

ma ndcring Schemes we r e halted., and sev cn:1 N'.,_~rocs ,,•ere pu t on the bD.llo.r. 

\,thy diU I, t he ''cm-=nuaist outsidC! ar.tt. ~t:<rr " h .. l\·e an effect? The a;:;cnt: hatl..'.d O.l)d dCSj):..sc 

mo, all right . He ~ven .refused to oh"k" h. n..!s . Bnt l1c was awed by th~ f.:tct t h.:>t I 

obviously had more 'educntion than he an<l l"· fully h.zlJ.eved ch~ sarnc myth thaL 1.V)~~ 

Southern whites bclic.vc.d·-t.hat: I h~d t h .... ", .. ot-:"0 1." ur t:hc l"udcr:tl Gov~r1w-ncnt." b .. hl.n.d t:-oa . 

\. ,, 
(The Sou thc rns are t o ld everyday tha t t h<• Gov.,;rn:ncnt is going Colll:lunis tic , a n.: they grov 

to bdicva it . ) Also , the agent l<nc•" thal 1 h.1d concocts • •itb the press ,:~nd other public 

media sources , ,so c. here would be a-dvcl·&c__ puhlici ty . 

'l'he point iS th..J.t t:hc .:t gent was r htc Ling t o me , not to the peop~e he \•tilS suppose-<.. to 

be scrviQg, che res iden ts of Harshall County, t.hc: motjority of "'horn ••er e Negro. 

The Negroes did not i nterpret the a c (!11L ' s : ;tvinr~ i n as a vic tory for t:hcmsalves . 

They viewed 'the whole matter as a debat~> bet\<eon ti~O white men . The "good" I·Yhite ;,a·d 

won in thi s case , t hat was all . Indeed, the fact tha t there was a vict ory r einforce d the 

sys t em whieh bad t augh t the Negroes they n"'eded whit es t o "take ca r e" of them. 

\Jashington . D. C. 

At l as t , 1 can tal k a bou t Wa s hington. As 1 said , whi le 1 was working ther~ . 1 bad 

fee l ings of unea s iness about my role , but ,..,~is n&ver able to make them explicit . 

I n Washington, 1 was forced by t he nature of my j ob t o play the role o£ the. ~'good 

white . " I was a soc i a l worker in .a Negro neit;lborh<)od . I ndividuals 'vould come to me '-:~ith 

complai nts abou t the Welfare Department or about the Publi.c Housir,~ Authority . I \/auld 
I I 

go with t hem to s ee t heir casewo r ker, or to whoc.ver e l se had authori ty in the pr.:>blcr.t 

a rea , a nd cry to " s traighten the p r oblem ou·t." Usuall y 1 was quit e successful. 

I' But my "clie.nts 11 t rea ·t:ed me w·i tb tho same obsequiousr.vs s , and the same mi strust as they 
r 

d i d t heir socia l worke r s . Af ter working in·Georgia
1 

where I had been trained t ha·t people 

needed "self· respect"1 and whe r e I had t r ied to break d""'' t he i dea of \/bite supren1acy1 
. ' 
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Nogr"' wa01~n \..fOUl-d c a l l me , u boy o f 22 1 " ·" . . 

Ny director , Ralph 'Fc:.n·t i t , althour.,h v" 1Ln. · • .f~ 

pt·ob1cms of povorty \.Ja s to have t hli'! po •')l' , !~t.\&ri..\;Jt~ ~ directl y ccinfron.L Lh,_ pm·IL r :;tructur c 

t homsclvos . I n thi s case ,_ the po<>cr l Jy Jn t h c v;J.rjous Co ngress i ona l and Ser.c.l p:· ;,,l 

Co:nm i t:t ce::s that run ·the Distric t. 

1-k org.:mi;;e d a group of pcopl <'> on wd fn rcc t o Lc:.Lify before t he Com.-niLtec s du rin~; 

hear ings on appr opriotions for t h e Di~tric ~ l~olf,.n Budget. All "•cn t wtoll i n f ront 

of the Hous e Commi t tee, bu t the Senate Commi t tee rd'uscd to l et the pclplo on wclfl'rc 

tes ti fy . Senato r Ro ber t Byr d , t he Coml11 it ~cc Ch"iru13n, i ns isted t hat Mr. . l'orLiG spcwk i;or 

them. Fer t ig q uite righ t ly i nsisted he cou l d not r.peak for them, but did !;i vc a t es t i mony .' 

This whole inc i de nt is jus t a variation of t he Pattern I descr i b ed a bove: The whites 

b e lieve t hat the v hite s ympath:izers a re " a gital01:s" le<~ding t h "' blacl<s . 'Ihe Negr oes 

do not be l ieve t hey can face ,the power structure alone , and t hat: t h ey need the whites t o 

intervene for them. 

In r emarks no t report ed in th-e abov" a rtic le, Sonoto r dlyrd made it cle<~r he thouj;h t 

Mr . Fertig was :he only person h e h a d to deal \·:i th . Also , t he fact that Byrd (ld allQ\< 

Fertig to testify added to the Negroes ' feeli.nr; o f h el plessness . 

Conc h:s J.oo" 

I have describe d some of my own expe riences whic h s ho,.ed the t remendous conflic ts 

and t ensions between white and blac.k c"-v i l r igl>t:S "orkcrs . All t he,s e conflicts led , of 
,. I course , to much less actually being achieved by t he pr o jects . 

,_ 

Also, I have shown some cases where "hite organizers were abie to b·e highly effective 

in gaining victories for the movement. &ut
1 

they we n ! able to do so becaus e the y \<ere 

white . Th i s fact rein forced tbe white supremist posit i on , that Negroes can do nothi ng f or 

*See Appendi.x 
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themselves,. and reinforced t he Ncgroc!:i' t ~t.. lin.f,S o : inade<1uocy . 1\Thit:cs ;:.1i ni.;.~ 

v i ct.:orics f or t':<!g r oes he lped perpetuate t he system of whites being supe r ior co :\o ~:;roc,s , 

and Negr oes depend i ns on whites . 

I fe.el, hm~ever , tha t rhe goal o f the: Civil Ric;h t ~ Z.1ovcme.nt shoulli be ::o c-.1~n:c. cb.: t:. 

s ys tem. It mus t build within tha Ncgl"o people v. feeling t:h<.i.t tht:~ h.:lvl! t:; ~ .· _i't t ::o i.-:a.~.:: 

de-:n-:1nds on tte PO'.J 1..· structure by ther.·t. •C'!.V\..-S :tn<! for thc:r,ae;lvcs , without u.ui:'l.,. ._.. "gouG 11 

white . S~CC was t rying to convi nce t he Negroes tha t through organizing , t hrou~h sticki ng 

togethet· , they could gain a say in determini ng t he- direct i on of t heir own livl!:) . l-ia ny 

call this " sel f -dignit y" . 

From my time as an o r ganizer, I f eel it is imp.:lssib l e for n ny whi te .l'c:cson to hoJ1;') 

Negroes g .:1.in "self .. dignity.." The t .. ,hitc ~·uprc.:m.:icy r.tcntality i s too ingrained i:t bo t: h \oJiYLc e 

and black. ~lhenever we intervened betwecn t he blncks and c:hc power structure, thel'"<! was 

no way to convince Negroes they had succeeded by thdr own efforts . Even if we had n"vcr 

personally approached the autharities , Nep·oes would be convinced that ~he only r ea son"J>e; 

got resu lts was tha t we were "behind" ' him. 

Even if we whites would say expl i citly Negro:: .~ "you mus t do it yourself--you are 

capable of i t, 11 o r 11We have no more f'O-\.J~r down here than you do , " tie t•:ould not break dOl.o.'"U 

thelr image of us . I ndeed ,. in situatl.ons «h..,-_, ~<c s aid this, the response often w«s : 

"Yassuh, boss, you sho ' is ri ghr,. boss . " And tho person \~Wld i l'ldeed do Y.Thate-ver nced-aQ 

to be don<! on h i s own , but only becaus<: '" 1·/hitu ha d tol d him c.o do it. 

Looking back on the p·eriod when a g1·cac numbe:r of white <YOrkers 1~ere in l"ussis·sippi, 

I feel very H tile was gained . The N~gl·o c ommunities in which we worked bec·am~;. dependent 

upon us. Even if we achieved ~ l ot in t erms of gaining equal rights for Negroes , once 

we left a community the M?vement the re usua lly died. The people fell once again into 

a sta t e of f e eling helpless . 



( . 

I 

.~ 

f. 
t 

i· 

This pu t a t r-emendous .amount of pr.::!& tatra on th~ white \o;~orkcrs . Tho- f i r st thing l ocal 

r.csidcnts \-lould ask us when ,.,c moved into .:t nv\1 co~umity wos ~ Hot4 l otl& o re. yo u C6ing to 

s tay? I £ we c ould no t honest l y ~nS\o.l cr ''for e ver .. , '7egroe$ made it clear t o us theY, f elt 

w_c were l e tting them down . But v c all hL<J to lc.wc , sometime . 

The only so lucion I cs:n sec is t hat t hv. Movc.nt.H'.t should constnnt: l y s trivC!- for direct 

cOnft:ont.ations betHccn the Ncg.ro 11).:.lSsc:.: vf pc...~ p l ..! .. uul the ·white uutho~iti .... ""l.. . Thu.c \..'.lY J 

t he au t horities wi~l le.:~rn tha t ;i.n a democr:lcy t hey must r espond to the pcoJ).lc chcy 

s e-rve simply becaus e t he people arc t he ir constitucncic.s , and not be~cnusc "educa t ed" 

whi tes are pres ent . Thb u£h direct conf r onta tion Negroes \\•ill learn the i r own pow.__r and 
0 

gain a new scn~e o f d ignity . 

The out~ide white bas no role in this confrotltt. t ion. No matter how dcdici.:ed or 

sympathetic he migh t be, his very presence , thJ ough no fault o f his own, a~ways tends to 

defeat t he purposes of the Civil Ri.gh t s t!ovement . 

SNCC a nd other g r oups are now sayin~; t hat whites who want to he lp the Civil Right s 

Movement shoul d wor k i n the i r own communities , with whites . They should reason with their 

friends and ne i ghbors to t ry to break down potential barrier to Negro a dvancen1ent . For 

the present, I see t his role as t he only worthwhile one we can p l ay. 
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&YR O STi\TI\0 the low In· 
come !3mllirs o1nd others Jn 
the same predicament, were 

· "ably ond eOmJl<llcntly" rep
resented by heods or organi· 
z.:,tiona \\;ho te,Uf'icd on the 
b"Jd~et most or them p!ead· 
in; too more libtral wcl!.;.rc 
p;ogums. 

He said he woul tl accept 
the written .c:.tcmcnts or the 
witnc55cs who hod waited 
most cl !he dn~· to be heard. 

• • • 
! n &; EJiCJI,\NGf: occur· 
: red when Fortis dcpamd 
front a ?l'";':.rtd .st~tcme,1t 

! askln~ aid lor families o( un· 
• cmplayod employAble fa. 

1' Uior!. • 
;•·cr:ig said 1ueh 13i'nllics 

arc neglccted lor months 
w.1i!c wal!inr on list£ lo be 
u t..o or ilr.:~rd. 

t\sstrtin: hfl coatd Jtot 

I ~rn·e as lpOlcuman fnr 
tbue families, Fertig told 
Jl ~·nl the famlllu could speak 
ror thtm5chru "but you 
" 'OD

1t l~t ~em.;__ •. 1 
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