
COMMUNITY C\ENj'ER BEPOOT 

•b.out -000 ~h:!.:tc.•.•e:::.. '.;eenage:rs a;.nd ad•i!.+-s are now particJ.
pating in tt.o 0::-:m•;ni; .y ~l\lntc.rr-p;l'oe;:i.·= tu !{' ,:,:iiut\'i:pplc- Tb.eao 
N egro Miasiaa': np;l ,;:;ti~ - vl::c, h\lyo boo:., de!))"'.! ?"11 of ,;;'.iJ. c1.1J.~1::-al 
b enefi ta and ll,uv<' taon -,1~::: j:>et to !''.'.'.!O c".:' ·-;!':..:• ·1.0:i+. ·l.nf'eri~r 
school sT-3toms. ~ n tho en\~t.ry -· ~') ::o,i f:. ·•kin g ·i;o thirteen 
1' ledgJ.ing oomm\m:l t.7 c,on,;oi•s in mokosbi:"l:. :iw:cUnga" 

Tho Oommunit:-y Oen.tor program is o.n intotTa.t po.rt of tho 
threo - point Misn5.s3.i.pp j 3~1'1!11or Pl'c>je-:)t,t sponso!'ed. by tho Coun
cil of Foderatod 1"1rga:nii.at.ions (C'G'O, • .:t st.!lltow.idei oi•1:raniza.tion 
asa iat od by field aa,:,;,ota-c>.i.ca o:t the .:Jtudent N unvio:l.ont Coor
din,ating Conmittoo (g_NCO ), tho NLJ,01',, Ge.RE, and tho Southern 
Cbriatiim Lo().doJ:::ih!p ('onforone-0, lt:i mo.!.'l .f"-<n:,i,!.cn i:i to pro• w 
vido rocroa.tionn:!. '"o t!. vi ;;:,0~, a:pocio.J &kl.lls and k:z:cw:i.odgo -
suoh a:s aow:1.ng, pv.i:-1.:i.•J ho::.::. t-h in.t'o::-rr.a:•.;ion, =ta an:i ,;rafts classo 
and gui to:r lo-s soi'.~ ., -~o tho Negro popti::l\nU.o::i, .. nerover CO!!ll'llmi ty 
centoI'a can be o:Kto.blieno<i.,, 

In tho ori(!i'1"'l planning of the summer projec-t-, it vras 
thought that the oe~i;::i.::'s would m:.i.l.wy aoI'vi,,e e;dU.:.ts,. As it 
ruts turned out; mm y moro 1:hildr2n and '.:omi .. a,ge.ra aro going to 
the comaunity can•;o1•s than adU::.te • Thio dici ~oi ·cn some 0Olllllllm
ity cont or plo.n.-iera 1;,y surpl'iso" but t,he l'oo.scns lie deep in 
tne terror-filled atat,u.s quo in the sto.to; su oh a.du1ts, who 
publicly go to any offi~o offioially associa.~od with the move,
ment, ore in d:nger of losing thoir jobs or baing subjeot·to 
v:irious typos of intimidation by looa.:. ..t.l.i tos ., Th.is !"oor • thero 
fore , is a ro!Ll. ono, and cannot possib1.y bo te:t>med 0 apo.thy,,J 
Somo oommunity center workors say tho.t the preaenoa of so nnny 
children mo.y diseourngo further pm•ti~ipa.tion by a.dults, and s:o 
of'f'orts o.ro boL"lg ma.do 'to osto.blish sopa,..:lte fc.cilitios for 
adults . Llong wll.th this, s:pecla.l o.ttomptia; O:!'O being nndo to 
encouro.go ().dults to to.ko the risks invoJ..vedo No ono con proper 
ly dosoribo how ha.rd n truik this isu 

A col1Jllunity run - down will properly illustrnto tho ourront 
sta.-tus or oocb. oomnnmi ty oom;or 1 whnt pro{;ra.ms nro !"J.olll' iahing, 
and what thoiP needs oro ,. First, howeve r, c.ro some higb.l!..6ghta 
of tho sW!lllorfs wr.rll'.~ 

In O.roonvillo, a journalism cOUPso and a drama workshop a.re 
flourishing. Tho journalism oourso is l od by Vioki Hnlpo r, an 
l.8 .. yoa:t' ol.d Oberlin student from B rooklyn (who innidentl p: is 
cm o.r-t history ~or)., Sho holpod atude11t:s found tho Froodom 
Ga.zo-tto, a, wookly publicntion of tho Groonvillo OantorD ~rooo 
Br11oks; r-.. N oaro spoooh o.nd d!>'.lllra ~ndua:to of O olumbio: Uni vorsi ty • 
t ().ugh~ drann ror rivo yenrs in South Cn.rolina, Stato Oollogo r and 
is now holping produoo -t,ro thomos from nl \fuit;o J.morica in tho 
Greenville center drnnn club. --

In Co.nton, ~rleno Book, a volunteer from New York, is 
t onching a, photography oourso ~Ibero students will attempt to 
build a. simple C().mora. 1.J.l thoy noed now ::i.ro tho supplios-,. 
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Kc.thy Dahl, a. rogistorod mu.rse, is w:irkiriz ,J.. th the R olly 
Springs oolllllunity oonto:,;, in sLarting a. future nurses olu) f'or 
teenage girls attonding tho oont-oro Sho hrui o:.t.ao gane into tho 
fiold to talk to loJA- doctors and mid~ivo~~ 

.A.J.ao in H olly Springs, studmts ha.ve "lt'it. ... ,on an original. 
play , Sons o:t:_ Froo_§o~ witluh is baaod on. tho ;ljJ'o of Modgo.r 
Evors.---zJ>out ~!t• asp i!;)g o.otors a::t'o to.k!.ng p:u:-t in the pla.y , 
wlli_oh is sohodulod to mko sev or:il. lJPpo~ancos in va.rious t-O'W'nSI 
oft he Dolta.o 

Other cl.a ssos in projoots inc ludo a homo nursing cl11Gs; on 
English olo. as o.fforing a. $:J.O so.vi.ngd bond for the winner of a.n 
ossaynoontost (:ioc:ond pr:l>io~ ll!reodom Singers t Song B oo.k; and 
third, a. Nogro h:iato:,:,y book.,; :i:nd, in tho G'.l.ro-kaa!l.lo oo11Illun,i l.y 
oontor, p"l'obo.bly tho only loo~hor era.ft r)'.Lnss in 'Ll:io at11to 0 

This latter phonomonon oect;u_•red w hen n vo:1.untoor doctor , pas,si.ng 
thrOJJGh tho eta.to , lonrned of tb.!a intorost from a. YO\Ul3 student· 
and ro.i.sod funds to buy lca.thor-crai't klGs whon ho roturnod homo. 

Ono of tho muin prob1.ems this sUlll!1lor in tho conr;iuni ty oentor ;: 
project is tho la~k of a.<lequate fa~iL1llos, ln a.t loo.st thD-oo 
projects , coimJuniby ®rkors ~~o erecting a. building t.n order · to 
copo with tho problem of -ino.do<1u.Tto a pa..:ie., i, si.x v•rnan board , 
olectod from tho l.oo,:i,._ Oora!l\;I.l;l l,y, wD l lT'..'.llla.gO t.he center which is 
being built by two C ali~orn!:m vol.unteers, Abo Osheroi:f and Jim 
B oebol . Locol poopl.o wi11 oontril,u,to -cho l.::i.bor for the building. 
which will include a kit~hon 1 a. ha.ll seating 150 people, and~ 
libr-ary . Depending on how much timo loouL oiti;.ons can take 
from their farm duties, tb.o actual building of tbe oontor will 
tuka11 botwoon ten a.nd tw.::il vo wc;;kso R!lr 'l;Jrum Teynb~~i c. roe11lber of 
tho porm:ment contor board. ha.a raised tb.o possib ·· ty of or gan 
izing o. 1.ooo.l farm ~onoperative out of tho oontoro 

Work is already in pro gross for tho community cont.er 
buil.ding in H armony , which is o. sm:ilJ. ruro.l l{ ogro con:munity 
outside Ocr tbago~ (Lo!lko County) ~.aso Livins up to their no.me, 
H armony .ro.rroore o.nd hcmostea.dors oovo boon hmnmcring end sllwing , 
wnilo their •,;ivos hllvo boon cookina dinners for tho 111orkorso 
Toeno.gors will holp wit.th tho int.orior painting ofter the shell 
i s upo 1•/hon finishod 9 tho center will houso a library , sno.clc 
bnr , office and rocroo.tion o.roa~ 

In Groonvillo , ovon e;,mpathotic white.a aro helping build tho 
oommuni ty <.'on tor by oontricutini; to an 6.!'f\:•r t to rai so $JOGO to 
get tho ,~joo~ undorwo:yo Tho local. collllntm1ty is boing asked 
fop $:;coo to show a oon~to CJ.omm1nnont to tho goo.ls of tbo 
oontor. A loco.J_ wo111on1s- group hlls o,;,c-n o:rsarri.1>.od to hold bo.zo.a:ni 
to hc,lp ra!l.so f'Unds, :..od bV a 24,-yoo.y, o'.Ld ;omun wio w0;s 0011I11ittod 

•enough to quit hor Job a.nd begin working for tho projoot i'Ull timo 

Charles T,. Askew,, CI N ogro arohitoot- f'rom Phila:dol.phio. , Pa., 
hll.s submitted bluepr~.nts ror n hE:X,U!gi..1.ar building which ha.s si,t 
"J. 11 f'ramc st"l'UO tu.ro'i! radiattng O\.t:!'rom ono oont or r e creation 
r oom. Tho building wil.l house e l:u•go a.udito1,!um, · cla.ssrooms 
and o.n off i oo , ond will oost o.pproximatol:,- $:1Sl'noi1. 




