
. - ,. 

IIO'lES OB MISSISSIPPI 

• 

Perhapa tho xo:oa t a1.gn.lt1cant relllll t o~ the i'roedom Vote 
oampa1ga waa 1Ja tht area ot orgalli:za. t1o~ denlo~nt. •·or 
tae .firal ti• • genu1Del7 ata te-w1de oporat1Da waa put 1ato 
ettoot. A central ott1eo WI1S .. t up 1a Jaolalon with tn. taalt 
ot ooord1aa ti'ng aoth·1 t1ea c-ouai the ata t.. \ !tiu1ulpp1 
W.ta 11M waa 1nat&ll~ t o aid 1a thla PW'PQie'f, Tbe t1n 
oo~ .. doul d1atr1et ottle .. , eat..bl1al»d 1Jt S.ptalllbor, 
b••• organizati onal baaea tor> peMtrat1oa 1ato u1gbbor1ng 
o1t1oa and towaa, and in practice eEp&adad tbol r oporat1oaal 
aoope beyond the o1t7 1Q which theJ wera pr1:ar117 baa•~• 
Oontaota were mac!e b. o1 t1 .. and towns proYloualy Wltouohed 
b7 the mo,..mont. A bes;1r.n1ns wn ~:~&de 1a the ooanp11&tioa ot 
-OJ'DOUI atate- 'l'l.do contact liata, ceatared 1a t1.loa 1JI t!:.a 
J'aokaoa ot!l.Ge. ~ oolleot io:a ot phoae 'Doolotl tt'rm &NWI4 dle 
at&t. n.a begua. t1ets ot .. 11 p~doau, f'uurd c!l.reotora, 
barbers, beauUciaaa, !lnd lllinbtera 1n tho atata nre oo~lled. 
~. nrc gl 1Jim<.er1.nga ot tha organ1.zat1onal WI .. to wll!.oh the 
~.~ HaG could be putl l ) ae an 1nt'OPmA'-10a rola7 Mnto:-
2} tor ooor d1nat1on ot a~t aot1~1t1ea S) tor the gatt.rlng 
or 1n. orut1oa about local pro'Dtllla, •1thor ot a ccme1n1t7 
or peraonal a. ture ') for 1nf orm1ag people about ta~eral 
proga~ 5) tor e~'Ataot11ll peopll abo\lt t.M pa'J11ldtnt of poll 
taxea eJ tor oontactiag paoplo about re~1etering t o vot. 
'1) ~or :eottl.r.,<J up T~Gotl.l.lg~~o 1u d1.N'~areat ;a rt1 ot t.ho 1tu 
8 } tor arrangln'5 t o;: epenkere a!) lrloat1ngD 9) :or arrans1%18 
to:r- ~ha III?YQ;n"'w.t o.C 1tc\f.f &r,d ;'l~opla 1'11 61'11"':raJ. trom ODe 
place l;o ••ot.ller ~ 

~ l-l'eedo"' Vot~ oal'llp&l tpl, ~ylttad oil :lfon:.ibor 4, 
.... toUowed by a ull tn aoM~1t::.e tohrO '-'\Jhev.t tho otats. 
OD r.oYoml.lor 10 tbi:'ty 1tAft peopl.e wer<il brought togeth.,~ 
tor a .t!. vo Qy workshOp w lob o-..&l.'ll1.D.C ted 111 a woakelld s taft' 
•ot1Ji&• 
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~'hi; l.ovoiJ!Hr 14.-10 Orunv1J.J.e ste,!t tl&et!r><: ns pri~~~t.rily 
oo~:erned ~1th £ocr pro~leme t 1) vho ~ole o~ whites in the 
mo'fc::umt 2) tt.~a ll"..mbar ot North!Jrn 1~denta to be bronc:ht 
1ato :llu1811pp1 th.1a SUlllllaXI 3) p;rogrAl!lB Wllioh :osight bad to 
geater ta~ral 1rrvQlv~tn in tb,e ata.te al\d 4) wb.ethllr CO?O 
abOuld ap:lla .. r aa 1~:-a.,Pendeat pol1t1·aa1 JllU"tr or work w1th11l 
the tra·;:ework ot tt.- exid;1Dg pa~:tte.s. :ilone of thes e prob­
le~:~s w ro e1uJeJ1t1all7 reaolved at the Ore4mv1lle Jll8et1~ • 
.Perl:lapl the gre•tea blOUnt Of diSOUSS;lon Wall deVoted to the 
Clutlt1on wr the r,l. Qf '2hH•• 1n tnf! ll!OV..l:X.Ob:t. A ll\IW:hlr 
ot pso:)le •e~d te ques tion wheth&r Whltcu ha'd any role 
work !ng w1tlllll tho n.gt•o oo=m1t7. ~'<hUo aclmowledg1ng 
oet•tatn aduoattoul adva~~gea to the 1ma11;41 or b'l.&olt ar~c:l 
wl'.!ta vorking toeaSher. t.h~ ll3&1Jttained t.r.at tb1a i'lllllge. 
often boclu!e cnt• ot wr.l te aacH.l:S bll ell: a%111 tl:la t in Qr dtr 
to unl1trm1~:e anG. ul tir .a tely C!aatro;, t:'le belie! 1n w.h.1 te 
I Upre=oy, it ••• ill:_;,erattve th&t the mon•nt J,.a1nta1.r. 
bl&.ok leader~p. For a while, •~=• argued that w~1t•• should 
only wor'< ill whit& c~t1ea. 

So:u or thh conflict over to. r ole or '*h1tea aro•• 
1nev1tabl;r o.s p~J.rt ot t.~ backwaab ot t!lct F"edom Vote Ca1:!p»1.:sJ1 
1ll. lfllio.h. en:t> eiF")lt;y Yale and :!.~ord atu:.•ata car.e i~to tha 
• tate to work, gut a lwge part ot the contl.tot, whetl.er 
under1tood at th. • timo or aot, 1tt~od !rom a •tsaat1efaot1on 
with th~ aatur~ in which deo1a1on were made dur1~ the 
FreedOll\ Vote c;ampo.tp,. Both tM aok ot U'J' c learly c!e!'1Md 
dec1•1on-making lliQCh1uery tll\0. the hect1CUII O! the campaign 
ucea(litatad tl':at <."eol..a:ton1 , 1.C tb~y were to be -.a<le at all, 
b4t l!lllde in Jaoluon and on the 1pot. 1 Inevitllbl'f• 1t sut:~~td 
to rt:l1'i.y on t~ std'! aa thO\lgh tbey ,wer• oa1ng n:clu~ ;r:;,:~~ thu 
dec1o'o~mak1ng proca1o. Wltn the aoncentratton of Whitea 1• the 
celltr~<l ott1c.e &~a a r.asult or the ejl;,pana1on S.n state- •tde a~t1v1t1ea and tl 
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conetll'rent need !'or nt?ec1altzea peollle, f..t seemed to pao,ple 1.n the 
field 11.8 though whites were intima.tely 1nVQlVed 1D: . the. U.o111on• 
mak!ng process Whereas they themaelvea were excluded. (~his 
iJII!'l'&esion was aot ant~ly without baeia. But to thAt ext.nt 
t hat it wae true it W&8 more the result of naoesa1ty ... t.e .. who. 
was t.n the office to .dhcus• &l'ld imple1!18nt i deas--Jiban ot .deaign • .) 

We eaaent1al changea,. howeTer# •~•rged rro~ this d1acuas1on. 
There waa ai~tY no ont willing to coma out ot tne field in order 
to work in the Jaolcaon o!'fio.e. On the other hanct, t here was a. 
att>ong lll&tldat. direot.a to t.lte enti.N sta.rr, though in etteot 
:pl'i.-rily to the central otrioe, to att,mpt to involve mor.e 
Nepo Miadnipp!u~ (e._g. hl':llll J'aokaon Sta te College) ill to t he 
moTelll<!nt. 

Considerable tt~0 wa~ a~nt at Greenville discussing whether 
to invite a maasiva number of Northern w'hltea. into M1,a!liaaipp1 tor 
the 8Ula1Der. lt W8.lJ oln;o fr.om the natura of the, pnbllotty derived 
f!'Olll tb.e Frea~om Vote CRlllpa.ign that the pre:u would reapolld to 
the bea.ting of • '!lale etudeat •• it allllp)J would not do 1;o the 
beatil'lg of a ~oo.al Negro. ThAI Newytrk 'P1pf m,adl1ned 1ta atoriee 
about the .oamiaiSJl with the new• tha !aie al\d Staatord atudenta 
ware working tor a. Negro gubernatorial candidate ~ M1asias1ppt.• 
Durtng the Fre~dom Rallf 1n Jaokaoa whtah ooAoluded the ~paigR, 
'l!V me• i"l'oa llf.s..c. e~nt mo,t ot' their ti.n::e shooting fillll or the 
Yal1ea &lld aeM~ed hardll1 aware or the l.lllal ~ ople and ~ull-tt• 
'SNCO worker•• While· it .na agreed by all tb,at thill· was a a·orey 
state of a1'ta1ra, m~ oontellded that su0h pubU1)1t,- w-.e ee .. n.Ua+ 
tor awak6ntag t he aat1ona1 oonaeianoe a~ pre~ing a oltmate tor 
g•ater !'ederal. 1nvo1Val!l8nt itn W.ed .. 1p_p1. lit waa noi;•d that 
.tar the !'1r~t tiae the Juet1oe Pepartment had people oA hand in 
1;he event~itf ot trouble.) It wu arg~.'8d that bT nooding 
lll1utulppwCb. lortht'll'll whti.s the ut1re ooulltlrt woul d be 
~de dramatioally awa.re or tbe denial of tr.edo.m wn1eh ext•tad 
1n the at11te and that tb~ t&de~J. govel'Bllleat would be 1neV1tably 
te"d wttb a =t•le a£ aurf1o1ent -.gnitt!Ce t hat it would ha.ve 
to a<tt. Others, hotrevar a ma1Ata.t:n.d that tb.e rnlity or e~oh a 
program WOUld be ohaOI 0 U' ~tOt R'DtJul.l '!)lOoCiahed'! tlw ata1'f Oeuld 
never handle a masaive n'UIIIbel' ot whtteli tit!)er oraantz&tioullT 
(aupply tha witt! autt1o1amt thift.SI to do) or ad!ll1nbtrat1valy 
(hou••• teed., aDd bead them ou~ o1' jail) • 'lhe orga.n!za tloll&l 
deTelopmeDt or the lfegroaa ot ltf1eais.a1pp1 •otild be 1110re aa tbao)c 
thll.n aCivancel.'l by auoh an invalion. Furtbe~~·• P117cho.lOg1oally 
1t would be a duplication ot th• a&l!liJ pe.tter-... -one ot 1!'h1tet. 
lead..ills blaeka-as the one we were tltpl'lg to destroy. Local 
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~gro leaderahl.p would be ati.fled rather than enoourased. 

The arg~nt ~~a nevar clearly reaol ved at the Greenville 
meet1.ns; though aat7 aee1:1ed 1.a .favor or bringing in a llmi ted 
aumber or whi t;ea to pr rf'orm certain a~ ci.f'hd tWI.bt1one . I n 
gea.ral, it waa agreed that there needed to be more ~mph&Gil 
placed on recra1.t 1ng Negroes, a nd espeol•lly native ~'1uiui-pp1t.na . 

A~ao discussed at the Greenv~le meetin3 wa~ Qhe naad tor 
so= CralllAtic aotioR ltlioh would brins about a a1g1!11fioant tedezal 
pr esence i~ ~iasioa1pp1 . Rpward Zina int~o~uoed the diacuae1on 
b~ aaaertlng that organ1zattoaal proteat in Kiaa1ee1pp1 could not 
auooeed wl thout outaide a ash taaoe . 'l'e eluaiquu that "orket't i 'll 
other places (eit- 1na, pickets, etc.) would not work in Uieslsaippi 
beonuae thoy woul~ not be tolere$ed by the pol~oe power or the 
atate , Therefore, no ~tter how strong t ho movement beo~e , i t 
would i uevi tablJ require the po•4r ot t he .federal gourn::tent to 
re•tra1n the use ot polioo clubs, 1£ it waa to make aay important 
gaine 11'1 th41 state . The queetioa thea poaod 'll'lla how to. (;O II.erate 
enough preesure to force the go~eramcat to tnt€r~one in ~1a~iee1po1 
to ~nsur• B~fo voting rights , A aumbor ot ~rojeote werft dlaouaaed 
(see m1nutea but no~1ng •-c1tic ••• adopted at the t~e. 

Bob Moeee tollowed by d1souea1ng the need tor 1asti~tionaliGiag 
a number o! loq-rau.ge -projects wnl.oh ar e nOlf b~t1~ put !.nto 
operat1ora. (eoo llliautes) 7hroughout the •eei:.- loltg work•ht? it 
wu repea tedly rooogai&ed that since the aohleve-nt o.f' any 
political gaina qe still in tho diltaJit .f'u tare the govement wo,.lld 
havft to devel op ita o~ structure , outaide tb. atate, Lor aerv1oing 
vi tal •ud.a. AloJ•g these U .Jt.ea the moat important pro jeot which 
emerged t 1•om the Orecnvi lle uet 1ns na tbe plan tor ntting up 
a ne twor·lt of COIIIliUll1 tJ center a which would perter • fUllotlone 
r anging trom pre-natal care to political eduoat!o•• lR addition, 
em~haa1s was ~laced on makias greater uae or federal progr&as , suCh aa 
Hlca P.!!A, ~TA ,. and P..AD, and O!l promoting core hou 1r:dustriee, 
auch ae the one i a1t1ated in Ruleville. It was made ole3£ , ho~ovor, 
tbat< those added activities were not to detract !rom (but rc~r 
to ruppl emeut) our primary ooaosru with polit1oa . 

A great deal of ti~ ~~~ t he OreeBvtlle ~sting ·a s eive• over 
to discu111ng our relat1onsh1.p with the ~~AOP, ~nepe w&a stPong 
aent1meltt that 1! tha N.U.CP •as !1!>~ 30Llg to lend it• i"ul.l Y-idE;ht 
behind COFO 1t ~ould no t be a memb~r . ~t 1n ~he t tfial ~•lts1a 
it wae ~greed that th& u•• or the NAACP ' s naae uns or b&ne~it t~ 
ue J cllld that a8 l onf$ ae t ll,e N.\A,O.P did .not opertl:r oppos• our p»ogrUI 
it Might be wel l to tole~ate 1te lack of aot1vt co~pgratio~ 




