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Recent estilllates of t he si:le of th~ "El aclt lil.\slims , " o::

fc.li~~ra of El!j qh ~hammed, have varied frcm 3,000 to 300,000. 

'lil:o.tev.~~ the n·nnher ~y be , the signiff.ceru:e of Huh8IICI!ld ' o llr)·v-c.t 

.:aor,<•!: ih~ ~udgt'ld by ota~Grical at~:engtb c l one. What is important is 

t he pP~nicg nf the black nationalists to Amertca and to the Negro in 

particular, !he ubiquity of oationaltfllttc tendcbeie s; tbcl condi·tlona 

? f the no:~:the:rn ur ban Negro; end the :l.naoiUty Qf "recogoi :;;ad P ~en~c 

leadership ~ cope with the cauaea of nati onalism Are cf treoendoca 

ioport3nce. 

The s tudy of black nationalism is oot caay. J,::.ttlo acholari.y 

vcrk hss been done on the Bcbject. Whites are limited in their efforta 

oy Clcc::.ua ion frOI'I ~B lim tll'!eti.~tl t;;.-.d Temp lee • and liegro scholars he 'lA 

~1\tlt'lmlly teneed to i gtlOl'e t c\e dg11tficaoc:e of nstf.ondivt g roupe. 'l'.ro 

~portant ix.>ob have :,een writ!:en on t he subject. One is E. tt. Eui-.:!n

Oclolll.'s, -~ .!jaticmgUPJII, The other 1a c. ~ric Lincoln's, ~ Bl!!Ck 

tjue.U.!!!!! 1.!! ,6ged cll. 

lUac>:. natione.l18111 refers to tha exp:.:esaecl r ejeeUon by black 

•.!;;r.. o f "white cul ':ure" and a ccrreap'>lldins glorificati.on and e:xaggerat ic·n 

of ,,.olack cul::u::e. " Aa ,,. uee the term, it is an "-rican :;ho.I'ICD1en<m lUld 

~nvC~h·e!J ::he llegro 1 s t:epudh tion of the Rter•ctype impc•sed on him by thE:> 

Ybite mau. It Clll;' or lll!l:t mt r e volve erounc:l tho dretun o!1 a black. atll?:e 

in Af:-i ca o-r tr. come o ther plncc. tt is usually a::::cmps.ru.cd by 1.. ha~red 

of whi tes and tottll 'll~~ays rcve=sR tl.a f.mcr!can idea o! white and blac'k 

~on~~ating pur~ty and evil resp~ctivoly. 
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rn adcl t tion t c disparaging the white !!'An' s culture, .111 

black N. tionalisf: t:>.ovamenta repudf.to.te as t~ell t he Nagro identity a Dd 

tb'ly npp=pria::e "Asiatic" cul ta.re eymbch, 

c. Eric Lincoln c:oi•ted t he pb1:ase "Slac!c Mualim3 ." !.t refers 

t o the mo~or nationalist group today. 1 eball r e f e r t o th1a grocp 

p1·!md:i.y ~o "Mos lillls" o:: c.s !:he "Uation of Is!=, " or si:.nply as tha 

· .1~ati0!3. 11 Poll.cwne of Marcua Gl'lrvey will be ~:afcn-cd t o aG ' 'Garvey!.t c e:<" 

and tho:le " t lioi>lc litEn. Al i as "Mooro." 

The history of black MtlonaU.am go~tl back to the cJecond 

:IMa<lc of the ni.nntee-oth cen tury. It: was a no the::: hcudred yt>ars, 

hOW"!VI"r , i1eforll this mcve:tent becal:"e a signll.fice.ttt. force. Durii<g the 

dccn!.le !)re.::ed ins the F!rs~ World Uar • two men, liarcue Gl!rvey ac-:1 

Nobl e Dr ew Ali, made Gn impact q n the Negro community which ie still 

f e l t t oda y . 

The period a=ouudi.r.g the Fi.-et World Wer. s::.w an unpreccJented 

AD~ r,m::s of t b r) meet v!.olen~ i nte1-racial conflicts ill the blsto:,:· of thz 

"In ths H rst j•ear after t he war, aeventy N<.!gr oee wer e l yucbed, 
many o! tllem to tUl in uniform, Fourteen N~grnes "ere burned 
pub-UcJ.y by tfhlta citize-ns •• • During the • t~9cl SUDDer • of 1919, 
t~~re were no f.~w~~ than ~~~nty-f~ve r.ac n ~iots across the . 
cc:.antry • ., in Chi.:.a g-.:>. tl,i r :.:y-ei ght peGpl e were 'l;il l t!d-. . " • 

It. VM this sst.:ting 'A'hi <:h gave r ise t.o Garvoy ' s \ln!ver ll-'11 !i;:gro -:::mprOV"'...:M:\~ 

/\! i iu N:;:.wa rk , ~Jew Jere~y. 



Garv.y • a .T-ican, arrlv.cl on the .Aa.rican scene in Harletll 

in 1916. " l?o other A.ariean NagTO orsanhatian baa over been able to 

~ePeh and atir the mauea or Rag~oaa to tbe ._ degree,,." eaicl Ralph 

Bonc:he o! the Garv.yitaa, At its height the Ganey IIIOV-nt claimed ea 

many as a millian ~erG in the United States, but even sober eatt.Dt e.a 

range from 20,000 1n the U, s. to over a •illion throughout the vorl~ . 

Carvey forwed bie OW3 church, a ctoamnhip line wbi~h vae p~~g~ed wt th 

d1tficultiea, a provisioaal Negro goveraa.nt which in fact w:~s inter" 

=ti ona: a::.d a iollOiff.ag which looked to Liberia aa the~r Utopia, I n 

1927 Guvey t.~aa depor~ed follovi.Cl?, ~h iapdaoom.nt on dnbl.o ua e 1.om .. h ,..~ 

having defrauded investors thTCugh the maila. One can 11till find 

Garveyitee today ~n Harlec, but following hb deportatior. the mov-ot 
. 

beBan to clee2ine ~nd vee toon t orn with internal factionalis~. Se died 

tn Lo~n t n 1~0. 

Not •• etrong ae the Garv.yltes, but the direct preclecesaon 

o:! the llc.tto~ of Ialam vera the Moore. Noble Drew AU taught "that: the 

pt>.cpl~ tol:'lr>..>d 1ltegNea' f.n the United Statee a .re 1 Aai:ltic& 1 aucl , s~cifi<:" 

a.U~· • thilt t:bey •~• Hoora whc11e forebears 111babited Morocco bef,•re t:hey 

v c i:.J enJlaved in Amer ica," Like Garvey, Drew Ali f ormed collectively 

e vned business••· ilio earcor ended in l n9 vitb bia III)'Dterioua death 

~bile b3 h imself va~ awaiting t rial for a ~zder which waa alleged to 

!lave arhen fru111 an internal &chin. 

Th~ ~t1on of lsla~ ~a• founded ln Detroit i n 1930 by one 

',.1 , D. !'ard, !!'art> ...,an l~novn b y a nU1llb:n o f n&Qee and hie tlnceotry h a 

puz&~e. lt i t 1'.'\f!DOrnd that he c~ froo t he Hol y City o f Mecca. Whatever 

h!.s origin, he b4\Cs:li& , according t o ll" " ler.- tldott:, " "rai ne,.rnt~ tU.n" of 
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r ·-:c-:.o ;.u anc: i o now the "God" of tho NatiOI\ of 11111111. 

hwclg Jla::d's earliest followera waa GeorgiA-bora ElijA~ Poole. 

7s rd recruit~d some s.ooo followers ~ Negroes in Detroit i~ the firs~ 

few ye&ro. i!owever, he fadecl into t he backgruiJJid aad concurttntly came 

tc be cor.oidarad God or "Allah. " Soae of hie foll<~~o-era doul:• od his 
sent 

<livf.nity 1 h<lwever, whlch led ::0 a split that/Elijah Fool.a to Chicago 

where ha founlllecl a branc h of the N£tion of lalam. Pard disappeared 

fore~'er and Poole, aaw lmc.vn u Elijah MuM-d , became the leader of 

-th11 faction whic h ddfie-:1 Fard. Hr. Hu~d baa cont inued tc today 

LUI t he ·~ .... cenger of Alle.h" chosen by Allah (:'rard) to c.'lrry on the 3''aU-.m, 

Tho Chlcogo Tell'ple grE!'" under t he leaderab:lp o f Moomnmrul, but 

Milwa~:l<ee a'IIC! t n ~l<;~shit:g~oo, D. c. l~lc:olln JC, c.i.nbter of r;b6 Karlei!! 
, being 

O::emr,i e, 1£ c: edited by Lincoln foJ. / t he drivir;g !orce :i.n the grew~ 

of t ~w ~;&t ion a fter hta conver• io:> 1n pdscn f.n 1947. Malcolm 11' 

'!e<tai nly on,. r: 7 !:he Nation's abl est spokasmero and serves eo "Ad>3saa«'.or 

c.t Largs" for t he Maaoet'l8er . Today the latlon of Islam baa be~een SO 

~·~ 60 'l'c,..ple& i •.l nll parl:a ,:; t ha cc•n!:ry aod it:s infloe~a haa parv~tde<l 

t he anti.ra Negro eomnunity. 

c. l r!.c Lincoln co118iat:eutly r.ses 100,000 as the nlll!lber of 

li:JGU.:118 i n Au:rtca. ltovhet'e can 1 find doc~tlltton of tb:!.s e s timate . 

! a.;: af tbe Oj)in1on that Eas ten-Udcm' • estilllllte --"~· .after cbcc l::lns en<! 

rec~eckinS as eer a fgl l) aa , canible •• • ( tbat) tb~re a r e a t present ~tueen 

S 0000 and 15 .ooo res i atered fol:i.ow~tra . at l.esat SO ,OOO beliP.ve:-a, & l!f.l :1 
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Ga1!"'roy:lx o'l ' ." l'lD(ong \lOlt"::hsrn, crban, lowet· cl&ss l!e:;r c ee you 01!·\Y encount:o ·~ 

' feci tb-t tn.maudona &dvan::e s ::.n Lha fiel~. c~ civil r igb::e. :r:n f a.::t, <.•:1.\? 

cne :1t l ea11 t lc.1ew what -.;.1c could a:.1:! ccul d no~ do, 



i dcn t i t ::l , :::t i& tbet<e ctcal:f.ties which the l'fation o£ Is~.am t>f:.':er a . r: : ~r. 

lioffeJ: 1 n The Tr!J! BGH~ says , "It is not actua l suffc~·ing bu:; ~.be 

ta::te of bett er th:l.ngs which excites peopl e to revolt." Even the 

advaccea Hhich are ~ade servo to further increase the sense of frustr a-

t ion end empttneso! 

'ihe Af!."ican b.:ought to .fmler ir.a w&s systematfcally shorn cf 

M.s culture, tradition and his t o r y. lle was placed in 11 cond.'.;: i cn of 

absolute depetldenc:: on !:be ne<i white culture which l efc him no a l t ernat::w 

hut to adopt it as h1s 01rn. While force~ to accept chis whf.!:e culturll 

Negr o ws.s .::t.i U no:: adoitted al :;. the way into i:he so;:i~ t:y. Shorn of 

hie OWl' c::.ltu~e, n"t "-:cept e.c'. i n the new, the Negr o was rel.agatec! tc e 

t'l.::rgiM.l atatua. Ria only idAntity was that forced upcn hi.r!l by t he 

wb:l.~es and his aelf- i:tuage becama <1C>) :;,f accOilliiiOdet!on, c:omp::,mise an <! 

inf~1tiC7 ~-t y. Essien-Ud0111 says : 

"Negroes hnve acqutnd wha t appears to be an eppa::.lin g sense 
of icfe~1ority and €-ven of hs::red for their ' Negr••- neso;' •• • 
Compelled by seeregaticr., • • t o live 8lld die witl:r'..n the sub
co ltul'E' of t he &gr.<" ghettos, tl-te ~~eg:o manes h.-:~ve had t o 
('.£.unssociat c thcu.seives from the white soc f.ety. At t h!l St'-;00 

tit:iP , however, they e -re c:ompu.lBivc l y attr acted to 1::, s ince 
power, status, oecu=ity, 11ve.1 beauty rG~Dain white prior.-iti e s 
, .. Thb con.f!.ict • •• !.9 farther. d:l.aturbed b:• t tl"' deDanc! of t he 

'1-•hita societ y t hat t he Negroes confo1'111 to f.ts tlllterial ,, 
e al tu:ml, and r,oral sto."\ti!l.r.is wbi\e den:;~u~ them the ecc
notllie 11nd social reaonrc"s for ao doing." 

Faced with this loes of se lf-iden t ity the Negro b!lcan t Q s~~rcb 

( c-.· l:ll.e c:rue &Alf. One re~>olt o; t his sear ch hc.s been t he growtl: cf. 

~egro na.tional~sm in toi s country . Specifically , thi.s nnt ic-:1alism he.s 

t a!:en the form Clf c l'ncern "'i ":b his owe i denti t y and not with ::he destiny 

~~ black ~nn ~hroughoue th~ wort~. HAvlnr. b~en re t~cted hy the only 
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society he knew tbt.l Negro in tum rejected that &oci,.ty biJDself. Ant! 

be r ft jectsd the coneept of being e Neg .. ·o because even Negro-nea& was a. 

~bite coocept that. bad been forced ~illingly on htm. 

Bleck nat:i.onai.iete reject whiteness and revel in the glory 

of bb.ckneas. Hatred of the whites becomes a means of purging the1113elves 

of their own sense of inferiC'rtty. Rejection of Negro-ness and the s::.!lvc 

heritage reaove5 =ba bood of the il!l:lediate past end permits them to c l a tm 

a new l.dentity with the great traditions of the Asian-African {ollot. 

Na tiOtllllioto lock not: alone to a power ful black k.f.ns60>n in tile i:'tlture 

but can look back as toe ll tc a c;lo::ioue pas:: . Looking bacltwa:-ds tbe7 

t er.d to be particularly "fcn<l of Etbioplc., Egypt, Moroceo, or the Su<k\n, 

' f ,.{3) 
" rica • • • 

!be Nation of Islam is a aonol lthic, theocratic structure headP.d 

by Elijah M1lh81111118d, the Messenger of Allah. Under Muhalllll&d is a uiere::chy 

" f certain high ranking of flciala of the Fruit of Islam (POI) and t ue 

:U.::is t er.'l of the'::e~~~Ples 1 although in theory all MuaUIDB arc '!1i~l. The 

rot !a an e lite pseudo-military body. It serves the dual functions c! 

s uar dlag the Temples aad tbe Messenger. and enforcing internal di~cipline. 

In addition to their Teq~lee the Nation has two parochial schools (too 

Un~versitics of Islam) whicn run through high school. and a nur.ber o f 

Gmall Pusinassos. 

While the ~..adima consider thelllSelvea a legi.tiN/.~e Moatem oeet, 

they also beliove that t hey are, 1.n f act. a "ch~sen pHople ,' ' Thair 

'Ce l:l.gion teae he!l trn>m t't-.& t ehu wo::-1<1 """ odg~nalty r eorlerl by hl.ac~ 
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ar.d th&t' the wh i_tee <n:c "blue-eyed devlls" who wore. c~eal:ed by a blar.k 

scie~tist &~rna 6 , 000 yeAr s ago who was ~ebel~i~ againot Allah, All~b . 

M ii'!'l:t of hi e pkn to !>ring aU blac:kll !.nto the faith , ga·rc t he devils 

(\ , 00:1 ~e.t:s in whici~ to :rul e t he c.erth, A'CIIIO.ge cldon will tai'.e ylace a t 

<:ht1 end a ': this pAr.iod ;;nd Allah will destroy t he c:levilo. !he exa.:: :: data 

1.9 r,iVI'l\l by Lincoln as 19£4, E3sien• Ud0111 eayt\ i t will " •• , definitely 

M.b b' . " 

A~c:o:rdir.g to the tbsU.!Da a ll non-wbi ta.s ar.e b i ac:L<s regarul~li·~ 

~; £ r:betr: -:·:~ lor. All blc:d:s ar e Mucltms . but DOII t do nil:: yet b ow i e: 

a!'id !:h" tael~ o: the MnsG~nsAr f.s tc> b~: tng tbem ir.t'=! the Neel.on. Tb~ 

'><>· c:alled N.:grcos are illf.erio:: beingu whose main i nterest 13 i n bei:Jg 

!l'~ccguiz:\.ng Muhnmmod as the Mecsengex of All Qh and j oi.nins tb.1 Na!:>.Ct~, a{ 

Tbll nation o!: Islam loo~~ fo~•ard to an iudependect atata. hut 

::;; th~.!l or,ur.•.::y , not: :l:t • Afr).ca. 'l~e;:; believe t hat uomehow 111.l<ili t!:!.ll 

<' lt.vf.\•ce t ho gova:rnment l')f t ll'! United States to give them acv<:~::..l l'tel:ea 

~ud s "tl:.P!.db:e t.ha:c until they are ee'liiCIII!.c:all~· self-nui~ic:ient , TM, rl 

R•J!:at uy f.ll t o be a f orm ot' r et:coaetive ?D.'/ f or ~,00 yaa-::o r:! e::~!llaveoent . 

l n p~epara.tion io1: the ?Olitieal "Plfek Nati()b" tho :.:.usiimz 
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.!'. col!. leet:i vc !YC.ner. You do t he am:ae." 

~he ~at~n o~ !slam thrives on t he sinner and diR1nh4>L~~~ -

Uacv Mr.sH.ml, like Minister ~leolm x . are c011vareed vhile ln prteon. 

2h~c. alcohol ics, p~o~citutes, gamblers and r.r~iDAls of all sorta are 

n tTf mc.mlHtrs of the al100at ent irely lower claGo Nctton o:Z Islam. l'h!l 

Ul':)raU.ty of the Mu8lims ia rigidly pa:ritanfeal. Registered J,!ua!:.ma .arc 

not perm.ttcd t':) eons- alcohol, smoke, galllbi.e , <lance , t.'lke l!'lrcoUe:: , 

ovetv.aight and generally e.st oul y one meal a d£y. They caiUlOt eat por !.; , 

col.'terd gr enr.s or other foods connected with their slav.! bae kgrot.v.M! - Fot' 

1n1'7.llc tione c f t.'teae robs t hey 11'<17 ba expelled or GllS!?A~eC: fr:lC the:. 

ti::.>.t {on. 1".onsli1113 obey all civil laws except those ~bicb e~l<flic~ w::.th 

t i--c le~1a o~ Allah auch as the drs:f t law. 

Kulllima have often been cr1!:1cizecl for advo«ting vf.oleur.:~ . 

i:'toy ar'il a'-so a t tac.u<i fo~ bd .r.g s eg.-egtl'::l.o::liata. 'W1t::_l e lius U oa d.-. 

':,~1.::.e•:e ::.n : o .a l r.>lc~'t?. eepn'!at :ton they of <:oarse de. I t.'l: believe in 

atrnczg~m asea t c keep the Negro in enalav~~e~t and under the ~~~inct~ 
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nf f.deo:ttf.ty end, because it f.8 the white m£n'a reUgf.on. an act of 

aggreeef.on agaf.nat the "elavemaster." As opposed to Chriltianf.ty 

i n :prcctice • the KusU.D18 do not hold the past against you end tile -•t 
degraded can f1nd e::lvlltion in the No t:f.on. Tbe Nation off~r~~ ~:liddh 

el3a' valaoe wbile in revolt aga1nat theee very valoea! 

The ~tton of hl- l:'etu!"M -n to her role of purity ac.d 

gtvea her a protegted etatue. Tho man 1n tura once again become• too 

head of t he f~ly -- the protector and provider. Tbia ravorool of 

~tri&rchy alone ia sufficleot to lend a new ee~e of dignity and worth 

to the 111111" individual. !iexnal exploiUt:l.on is not fonnd 311101111: l".<U&lillm. 

In opite of Us regent gi'I:!Wt:b 8lld the strong inc:.,nti,•e it 

o~fere to tbe Negro ~n tho ghetto. the Nation of Ial~ faces eeva~e 

problems which are impeding ita growth. 

Being cOIIIPletely -utM.c the 8at1cm lllight; fine! itllelf ~.u 

~ tcrr:l.b le a1 tuation aho..Ud ec:oething happen to the ~heeengar. Muh!llliJIIId 

lll'3oo :rules ,. It. is no: at all certain who would scceeed him, :Jut the 

or3anization does not appea~ too oODCarbad about thio. BaeicM-Udom bua~s 

that l'a~hanmad has rather c learly chosen bia oon Wallace u bia cuceeeallr,, 

MinlsteT Malcolm X on t he other baDd 18 to all appearances the moot 

~-opalu, 1o•ell lcnovD and -•t pc:werfal penon in tho TDOVatnant eats ide of. 

ltuhaiiiii!Ad hi~~lf. In t he el:-oallee of linh.....w! :l. t i G apP£r ent tbn Malcom 

coald taka a lft~ge fc llowing ~itb btm ohoald he oot cbooso ~o &ubordiLate 

hf::·aelf to WeUaee c r &OlliS other succe ssor. ii''<:>r t he :>:im'l ':.etug, bc.wev-t\~, 

!'..-.naucat. •.s clearly "J.ncballenged and f.s "bctld•picked by Allah . " 
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Further growtb--of.. tbe._ l'lat.ion · h ·· also .ilrpeciP...d .by. the f act 

t hat by eod l~rge Ncgroen ar~ not reedy to ~ive up Christianity. 1.t 

~ ... veri ouch a ·pa·rt uf · thol.t: cul cur Q. Tho Muto lime have al&o a;>pc.;,·et1t:\y 

m.h judgcd to au extent the new spirit of southern Negro youth. Far 

£rom being ripe for conversion they are creat~ns th3ir cvn r~w world 

e.cd self-image. 

Addi~ionally, bmerican Negroco are c~T~~ntly taking a mor~ 

~ctive interest in the affairs of Africa. But the Mus lims are not 

taking ccgn~zance ~f tbia trend. They still teni to downgrade any 

conn~c':icm l•:i.th Gub•Sohnran Af::ics • . 

Th3 ~slimli have found thei r rt.etori.c and leek of respec t a

bility both in the white and tleg ro caxaonitles a drawb4ck and hio<lr, ~~· 

to growth. Aa long as the HuaUU18 reu:ain "unrCBpecta.bl e " by klericAn 

or.nndards t;,r.y are going to encount er proble~~~s in rocr:>itm-..~o.t c tru:"' c:r!st 

Negroes want respectability ~er:; badly. The Nation i s faced with ll 

p;~r.ado;o; in tha t their !.ac:k of respectabilitr ia both an att:raction r.M a 

limiting f ac tor. The Mu~lL~• arparently are leaning more toward 

•v~pectabi1ity ~~~eutly. They :v.ve tonad down the~r attack3 on ~egto 

l~ntership , which has oovec treated them tdndly. Thurgood & -s:P.bc.ll at 

l',-lnceton l'n.f.veraity ia reported t o ha'lre sai d the Natic.n of Iabm vlls 

"~on by a bunch of thugs organized froqJ :-risone anc! j ail!; •• • " and wa a 

v~cf.ous threa t: to the FBI. !:he NAACP and lm•enf orce.ment agencf.es. 

Muct:llu would Uk:! to ba cotlside red a lE>gitima!:P- Mosl8113 aec~ 

:md J1e :-ecognJ.z!'d as euch by the ""alem world. This so:er.'~ unl1.kel.y • 

bowr.ver • as long 48 they retain their racism 'l1ld othP.r aberr!ltii)O<: fr~~ 

~ale!ll doctrine :md t eaching. 

I ' 

·. 
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While Muslims preach a 'Black Nation ·they. .!:ave ao political 

progrom· to achieve it. In fact, they have virtually no political program 

ot all . They will not run for office i n the United States and do not 

voce . They offer the individual a gr.eat deal i n terms of subjective 

and psychological values in tbi preaer•t, but fail in developing any 

prosram f or the future. 

In I!IA:'IY r espects the prograt~~ and appeal of chs Muslf.I:Ja is 

reactionary and a rationalization of the stat us quo. 'l'bey an not a 

revolutiona"l'Y group. They are 1.n fact defenders of things aa they an. 

Since they cannot see an end t o segregation they in effect bless and 

support it, Segregation or separation is thus transfora~ed fr0111 a stigma 

to a sour ce of e t hnic pride. Racial purity, a fict i on of the ~igot and 

tho uninformed, bec0111es a prime value. In their attei!JI>t to change the 

I!Ociety , the Mus l :l!Ds a re a iding wf.tb the dise&se rather thgn with the 

cure, as C. 2ric Lincoln has so aptly put i t . Rumors can be heard tnat 

t her e 1& contact and same cooperation between the American Nazi par ty 

&nd the Nation of I elam. While tbil may be discounted it il a fac t that 

hlack nationalist groups have hiltorically received support and encoura3e

ment from the most reac:ttna"l')' and raciat aes-nts of American aoeiet.y, 

tn a letter to the mayor of New Orleans, Garvey said, ·~e like your J im 

Cr-:JU' lave • • • " 

Eval yetigp 

Black nationalism ie a reactiona~ force . I t is fighting the 

t r end of t he c.oc!ern -rld. To ju.stif:; segreg4tion by making th-1 black 

~n responsible for it does not alter t he u lti~te harm ~bicb this 



~~video system does to both black and whit e. Tbe world Ls gct!Lng 

snaller aru! a blac k nation ill not onl;,· impossibl e in America, but evon 

if i t tftre p~sibl.e, it ~oould solve few problems and create many. Tha 

Not:!.o;;. of l&lrua snys ::o Negroes that they are not America::l8 and not 

liegroes. No ~~~at:te\:' bow "not-American" they r.;ay feel they cannot eat:ape 

tbil identity. Nor can they escape the fact they are the product of. 

400 years of 3lavery and second or even third c lau status aa Negroes 

in this country. To try to escape being an 1\merican a.nd a llegro can 

have 10ever• payeholoei...,•l eonaequencea . The "eo-called Negro" baa an 

ideni:ity with and a r o le within thic society. The ~hnllense 1.s to 

discover and develop this role to the bet-terwc·ot of the Negro end the 

society cs a whole. 

Negro ru~.t:tonalitllll is a ~.ogical ar.d direct procluct of 1\a\erlcao 

ecciety ll.ild aa such ;l.a extrcll!ely Areetf.can. It is a s)lll(ltOill o~ the 

veakness and s i ckaesG of our. detnocracy. The Church segregated the Neg::o 

on~ aabaequently the Negro c~~reh, while providtng a haven, did lit tle 

to imp:rovs the l ot o! life her"' and now. It promieed happiness i.n the 

by~? and llye, but; t he Uatto~ of lol8111 promises the good lifa Lere ... n<l noor 

$ - even rejecting th~ idea ~f ~n after-life. 

'li'b i1.e tbe J:lational Aseociatlon for the Advancement of Colorer! 

Peopl e (N.<\AC?), the Urban League and CORE \lave prov1.ded leg!ll gains a.nd 

ch3n,~ec L"1 OO!lX! d1·cr1!:linat.o~y pntterna they have dona little (:o impreae 

t he lowcu- cs .. .!\13& ~gr:o !-:1 thl! ot rP.e'::ll, these or gnoi,:oti ona liTe e.at<ent- i elly 

middl e class groups that have reached intc tbe working ~ laos on l y in a. 

\•cry limtt'ld fash:l..on. The problem o f fulfUUr.s !:he needs o f thoe urban, 

i.OQ>er class Negro i £o further compounded by the fee t that inc'ruBing 



llr.)biU.ty for the Nesro ha& increased the dlstaoc:e between l:he upper and 

milld l·e a laos bl~groes and the lower claaa, There ia e. vacuum o f o ::gani .ze-

tkn, Leaders hip a nd progress for the lower class Negro. The Y.usl:lma are 

a·ttP.lapting to fill this vacUltlll, Tha Nation of Islam is providi ng a 

world i n which one can be blsdt and unashamed, Hr. Muha'lll!lad is sttacki:ng 

the problem of the down-.and- out Wegro more forcefully and IIICiJ:e suc.ces3 .. 

~ully t ilar1 any other Negro leadEn~ or orga.niza:ion, Ha is p=Gvidit~g n ""•!' 
o ut . 

Black naUonaliam may well be a necessary evil. Nat!oMHem 

entails a recognit ion of self-'~<'ortb t.fhich is requ.ired before 11n t ntegrgcecl 

society is posaible, While it is a J:ejec:tf.on of llegro-ness i t i s a n 

affirmation ?f a new 11ud 'l:.eao~:~nful r.c lf-:lde oti t y . As 11 s t:l>jcct oo:.:~oo 

:annot tnke its place mooug the cOIIIDUnit}' of nat ions witl:()ut a na~it:>Dal!.s t 

r -z·tol utt.oa, so the Negro cannot c lailll his place in society tlnlesn this 

oa;r-.-: l.nt;::rnal revolution tak01:s p.lace. Essf.en~Udom says that, "Perhaps , 

the b l act< netionalisu ' ag1tation. - . may well si.gaal the beninning of the 

end o f ::he Negroeo' oliroless and vain desire to hide their ciar k okins 

behind 1.1. ;.:M.~~ =s!t. " rn a sense the spi .rit of the black Mti-.malisto 

i~> not too different from the spirlt of the sout hern sit- in df,T.lonstrntors . 

Th'l Q()GB&~u of the Nation of Isl 11111 t o the e i vU riehta o rgan-

iT.c.tl.ot1B should be that they ~.re not doing the job goo<l enough, faa t 

un~gh, n:»~ ::.n the debt l)laceo. 'l'be oon-white population of ;.be 

::Jnieec! States is no lange<: n>~ldng ::cr :::ights a:1e: dig;dt:).' ; Lt is demanding 

them io rJ:) unce::-tain terms , .n£1.;!, The int.egrationist oreanizations muGt 

becCID'! .. ware cf tha :-ea!ity that ::hey have been dea ling {)ri11111Tily with 

~y.npt0ll:l3 11nd not wit h the diaMae itaelf. While then,. oreeniznt:ions 
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aust mo.ke now and d;:amatie oi!fforts to reach the ''Ne13ro in the n~Ud," 

as Huluumaad says, they must a lso not for ge t that t he r eal patient ia 

t he so~iety i tself. In a curious way the Negro becomes tha physician 

t o t hQ larger society, We must r emeQber that we a re faced with an 

l.=erican pr obl e:n and that neither t he Negro r..or the white 1a totally 

t he cause and that neither can a lone provide the total sol ution, 

Myrdni. has suggested that t he best hope for progress i n 

Amer~can r~ce :~lations lies with a multiplicity of organi:ation~ auc 

appr~chcs , and that the moot effective organisations will be those 

which are interracial. To the ~xtent t hat t hese i nt errAcial and 

int e gr ative efforts are successful and dynamic , and reach ~nto a ll 

11agments of America ' s populati on, t t:e rac ist and separa t ive nation"H"t 

sects will have neither ..,n aud t,.ne" n"' to .~.....,..-.,,.!' .,.h ~oo•{th t.tlioh the 

mcgses will be ca lled to r a ss . 
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