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MINU'l'ES COli'O MEETING DEC. Jl, 1963-•Jiluoni c Te.rple, Jaokaon, Miaa • 
. 

The meeting wu ca lled t o o~er at about 11:30 ey 

CO~ cbdrun, Dr. Aaron Heney. Dr. Heney gave the background 

of COFO and explained b 1a poaition of ohalrWan . 

HUnter MOrey read the proposed by- law• and oonat i tution 

of COFO. :or. Henry a tated that a l though we j)rot>abl y oould 

vote and paea the rules o• a whole, in order that we a ll 

understand what we •re agreeing t o we will go through the 

by-laws bY seottona. 

Seot . 1: Wll Ware sake<! that atatf' be defined. 

Dr . Heney ·iiuggeated that staff be defi.Md aa all as.larted 

pe r s ona i n the f our c i Vil rightS organization• of COPO. 

Dave Dennis suggested t hat atatr should be deti ned ee all 

compensa t ed per sona thua includi ng t hoae with expenael payed 

i n t het t .1eld tho ·wi thout aa lar1ea . Tbe motion waa ude ~hat 

we define ella s t aff ea a ll oellllpenaated peraona. Seoonde4. 

Nil: Passed, unan1Jioual y . Pirat seot1on paased . 

Dr . porter auggeated that we get t he by- lawa ot partic ipating 

or ganizati on• before ..,. oan uke by-laws f or COPif. D-r. Heney 

atated that they tried t o draw up these by-lawa wit h the other 

groupe i n 111nd • 

Moti on to aooept section 2- paaae<l . 

Secti on 3 waa read .. Quyot asked that the finance oomaittee 

not be confi ned t o ra1a1ng tunda wibhi n the state? MrB . Pige 

suppor t ed Guyot . wm Ware moved tpat they atrike out of the 

proposed byQlawa "in t he, state". Seoonde<l. Huntel' exp141ned 

the reasoning f e r t he or1ginll wording. In t he past there baa 

been fome di fUoul Ues wit h money c0111ng tr0111 out of state and 

i t w~e thought tha t e8cb c 1v11 righ t s o~ganization could handle 
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out or atate t'unda . Dr. Portal" hopea that - don•t apread 

ounelvea t oo thin and augseat that 1 1n the atate" re•1n in 

the b;r-lawa. Diacu .. i on f ollowed. '!'bel" previous queati on 

waa .oved a nd pa .. ed . 'l'be -tion t o a tJ:01ke "in t he atate" 

waa pa .. ed . 

Rev . Jle l'I"il !Jndaey rerel"l"ing t o the Welrare c~ttee un• 
auggeated that •according t o the abil ity of the oJ:Ogan1zat1on t o 

provi de • t. inaertect. Acoepted bythe b;v- lawa c011111ttee and 

thua becOMI a paJ:Ot ot the by-laws. 

A.-.el Ponder aaked whether voter regi stration cc.aa under 

the political action atending c0111111ttee . ·voter Regiatration 

wu l!ld aa l etter "• '' under pol1t1cel a ction o~ttee. 

Section 3 paaaed . 

Secti on 4 waa t'Bad. Dr . Porter auggeated that the COl'O 

oonvant1ona t. hel d in different place• throughout the atate, 

by twtazwat invitation troa the boat city . Prank saith 

uked whether the 3 Metin&a pres cribed •eu that the executive 

coaaittee can not call •et1nga . Dr. Heney expla1ned that thia 

by-law would .. an •at leaat• 3 ... t inge a year. 

Section 4 paa.td. 

SectionS ·-diatrict oo.attteaa . Paaaect . 

Section 6 . 'l'I'Mt:re • .. .,t!quaaion aa t o who ahould •elect the 

pJ:OOgNa director. llr. Chaa . auggaated that t he prograa 

direct or be elected bythe wtwrt convention w~tb recoaa.ndationa 

fi'OII the atatt. Mat Sua res expl a1ne4 t hat the progna 

director needa t o be aOMone who 1a really active, not •rel y 

a , 1"0111nent penon. 8 .. e nee .. a t o know wha t ia happening and the atatt 

needa t o be abl e t o have confidence in hia. Diacuaaion followed. 
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Section 6 ,eaaed a a origina lly wtitter--i .e . the atat t 

aelecta the progra• direct or and aaaiatant prosraa d1reat or . 

Section 7. Amendlllnta oan be made t o the by- llwa by 

a •Jority vote at a atate aonvention 1n which tho auggoated 

a•ndment haa been announced' in the previous atate-wito .. atins. 

Seot 1on paaaed. 

Dr. Henry announced the atatt selection ot Bob Moaoa t or 

prograll direct or and Deve Dennis t or a .. iltant pregn• d1reot or 

'l'be a&saj.on wea ad j o\U'!lld r or l unch. '.l'ho peopl e 111t durinc 

lunch by d1st~1ots t o elect tbei r district representative t o 

COPO . 

'!'her representatives rroa the consresaional diatl'icta 

~~e : Firat d1atr1ot--Rev. Merr11 Lindsay; Sooond f11tr1ct 

will elect their re~reaentattvea at tbe1r d1atr1ot lllet1ns; 

~rid - -temporary repreaenattvea: 

Fourth~Dr. Portel'o F1th--teJ~PGral'1 repl'laentat1ve,2 t o aorvo 

at a t~: V1otorie Gray, !'eSQ Connol", Jlra • Linda • 

Deve Dennis presented the ata~~·• l'IO .... ndet1ona t or ~rosra ... 

s-pbta 1'1'0JI Deo . 16 t o Feb2B t o be on a atato-wido ••• votel' l'lg1a

tnt1on oa11pa1gn . '!'be soa l--2.0,000 Votel' l'lgiatrat1on attoapta . 

Poll tu: payJ~etlt drive. OUt ot state fund ra111ns f or poll 

t ax pa~nt. All these errorts are 1n JU'OPII'Ition tor the Jlaroh 

freedom regiatl'8t 1on c~apaign.It i a proposed that d1atr1ot, area, 

11nd statt WOl'kera ~ork t o aet up o:t't i cea, with our own qual1t i cationa 

t o regtater 300,000 peopl e b)' August . Tbeae registrations 

t o b4 tPkan t a w"sh1ngton and the Democratic convention . 

Mr. Denni s oointed out tha t we •ve bad start i n the field 

wtbh not enough "'rogreas . We need l ooa 1 support . 

HUnter Moray b~ou;ht u~bthe question ot running candidates 
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tor senator . Dr. Porter eakeG how we were t o decide who 

COli'O will endorea? Dave Dennta ausgeated that we•re a 

oloae ~it orc~nisetion anG will be abl e to wor k that out 

in1'ol'!Nlly. lUke Sayer auageated that one ot the purpoaee or 

ooro ia t t 1noreeae pertio1petion. we l hould have a .echaniaa, 

e .g. a nominating oonvent1on t o enoaarege new peopl e to 

consider X'UI'In lns t or ott1oe .. 

Dr. Henry put forth ~ quot e syatea t or registration ette~te 

1n the next weaka. District 2--6, 000. Diatr1ct3--6,000. DdJtriot 1- 4 

2. 000 and 4&6- - 3. 000. 

Anna l Ponder brought a tuggeat1en that oe .. up i n a 

tirat dietr1ot aeeting-- that the JUstice Dept be requested t o aend 

a En t o record t he queati ona a a ked of Negro end wh1 te voter 

applicant• . Alao auggeeted that the national etfloea er the 4 

o1v11 r i ghts groupe aake t bie request fi'OII the JUattoe Depal'tllent • 

.kBev. Lindsey s uggested that we aubait th1a to our legal depart .. nt 

before aot1.ng on 1t. 

D1aouasion waa opened on when the next COPO Meting weuld be . 

'!be s econd Sunday in li'eb . was auggeate4 . Oyot auggeated the 

let Sunday in Peb . because or the tact that the aeooncl •nsqx 

Sunday confl icts with church aeetlnga , Second sunday was passed . 

All di a trtcta were directed t o hold organizati onal aeetl nga 

before the Pzebruary meeting ot coro. Tbe neft ateti nf will be 
~'~other c ties 

1n J~ckaon inVitations 

in o"der then . 

tor the following meetings will be 

;o ve Dltnnia enlloined that the J•olnlon office now haa a new 

telenhone system ~atM!x:fn"•••••· --tbe watta line . He eXplai ned 

how t o o~ll the ottice . 
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' 
how t o call the office . 

Dr . Henry gave a few rewarke on our relati onships with 

Qov, l obneon . He stated that we aboul4 take the first * atepa 

ln OOIDWlica.ting with !1111ll Dr. Henry read a l etter t o be sent 

t o the govenor aeld.ng tor a conference wttb hilll during the 1'1;rat 

three weeks in January--• Le. before he takes o_ttioe . People 

w1U be aal<ed t o sign this letter and ita hoped that n MDY 

algn~t~s as possible will be secured . 

Dr . Henry t old ot the two ~riaone• who teatitled to 

police beating COFO start in Winona . It was passed that we 

send • minister to t%78 to see Mr. fope who is still in jail. 

Rev. Ltndsey volunteered , Joanne Bowman suggested we reQuest 

aurveUenoe ft'Oll the FBI and the Justice Department. 

A representative of the Free Preas announced that tbet~ 

were tree subscriptions available and asked people t o to~ 

ba6k appl icBtion blanks t o get names of peopl e who would l ike 

t o receive these tree s ubsoripti one . 

Dr. llbnl"'J announced the standing c0111111. ttee a ppoint~~ents . 

Welfare and ReUef- - Annel Ponder, Vera J.>ige 

Pol itaca l prograaa--L. Guyot, Mike ~yer 

Finance C~ttee--Rev. Smith 

Federa l Progra•--Jesaie Mol'r1S 

ll Mr.s . H81111118r l ed us in ''This 1.1 ttl e Light ot Mine" . Rev. 

Lindaey gave t he benediction. The meeting was adj ourned at 3: 05 . 




