
FREEDOH VOTE PJ-'."': ... TFOR.iYJ. 

Mississippi is a state in which the minds of the people have been 
enslaved by hysteria and ignorance I in ·.,;hich ·their bodies have been 
enslaved by an archaic and unfair economic system, in ·,.;hich t:i:1eir 
activities have been enslaved by a dic tatorial political and la·" en
forcement system. The candidacy of Aaron Henry for Governor of I.Jis
sissiuni is therefore based on the belief t hat our most imoor·tan·t 
goal l~ to bring freedom to our s·ta·te. We will accomplish. this first 
by raising the issues v1hich are a·t 'che heart of °Che problems of the 
s'cate but which are never raised by conven·tional I>lississippi poli 
ticians. These politicians have been able to mc:.in·ta.ii.1 their pov.Jer 
by burying the s ta·t e ' s problems under a blanket of r ace hatred. .:''is 
a result, the people have not this century had an opportunity to 
mak.e ·their voices heard on ·the genuine issues . The present s·tate in 
wh ich Mississippi finds itself is testimony to the f~ilure of the 
poli tica.l sys·tem. 

If freedom is 'co come to I:1ississippi, problems in four major 
a reas must be solved. These areas are justice 1 vo·ting, economics, 
and educ a·t ion. 

Securi·tv in the belief "chat the la.ws 'dill be fairly enforced and 
security of~personal safety are neces::;ary for freedom of mind and 
action . Negro cit izens of Mississippi do not enjoy such freedomr 
they must live with a constant fear of private and police v iolence, 
and with the knowledge that the violence will go unpunished. 

The roots of this problem go deep. Its primary cause is the 
segregation system 1 :Cor it is this tha·t condernns Negroes to second 
class st.atus. Since ·they are treated. by the lai'l itself as second 
c lc:tss, ·then i·t is natural thc:.-t ·those responsible for the lav; ' s en
forcem.e!Yt vJill treat thern the sant.e -,,ay. Negroes -::~:1.11 no)c be treat.ed 
equalJ.y until the~/ a re recognized by ·the lav1 e:.s bei.ng ecrua:L 

Of f i_cial en2ourc.gement of -the unequal operation of J.a\? helps i:o 
perpetuate it. By supplying the Citizens ' Council -:.1i t11 funds and 
by coopera't:i.ng with i·ts programs, ·the State Sovereignty Corrunission 
assures maintenance of ·the status quo. Extreme r acists, seeing their 
views officially espoused, feel justified in continuing their violent 
operations. Furthermore, since the Citizens' Council has been able 
t; control elections, and s ince judges are elected, Negroes are un
able to ge·t fair trea·tment in the courts. ~rh:Ls evil runs ·through 
our entire s·ta·te governmen-t, and is made possible largely throug-h ·the 
existence of a "spoils system" which ma.kes state positions dependent 
on politics ra·ther them ability. 

The police department s b-ec.r a heavy share of the guil·t. They 
refuse to recognize police brutality as a ;?roblem, regarding it 
ins:cead as another 1.·1eapon to be used in keeping the Negro "in his 
place." By failing ·to hire Negro policemen, they in-tensify the ra
e is·t aspec'cs of Hississippi la>,v enforcement. 

,Jcil officials are li:<.:e\•Jise r esponsible. Our la;.vs allo'.'' ·them to 



· s =-=--:::_· s:..c:.:.-:.. ?--:r:.:..sh::len"':. :'=1e:-; hav2 used j_ t al l too of:: en, especiall.! 
-·:-:ere ~-.,groes a re conce rned. I~lany of our jails have become the per
sonal kingdoms of petty c.nd perverted ·tyran·ts. 

The general operation of justice in our state is made dif f i c ult 
by the existence of an absurd legal hypocrisy. This is Jche "black 
market tax" -- the tax on liquor. Liquor is not legally s aleable i n 
Mississippi, bu·t its sale is never·th eless taxed by the sta·te and b y 
local sher iffs . This hypocrisy and the lack of respect for law tha·t 
it creates adds to the injustice of the system. It also gives local 
police another weapon they may use a ·t whim: Negroes who register to 
vote or urge others ·to do so may find themselves arrested for sell
ing or buying liquor when they might normally have not been bothered. 

To counterac·t .Hississippi' s long tradition of injustice, it is 
proposed: 

l) That segregation in all state facilit i es be abolished an d 
that laws requiring integration in housing and places of pub
lic accommodation be passed. 

2) That no more s ·tate funds be given to the Citizens • Counci l. 

3) That the State Sovereignty Conu'1liss ion be a.bol ished and tha·t 
there be created in its p l ace a State C01mnission on Eqt:al:.i.·t.!. 
T~.1e ne-:J co:-,D~.s sion .,.,ould ho.ve ~::>o-.Jer to enforce l2ws r er::i!iring 
public integration and fair employment. H : would. ac·t i:o 
mediate in cases of confl i ct resulting from racial hostility. 
It would also be resp onsible for investigating and reporting 
on cases of police brutali ty. 

4 ) That a reasonable proportion of Negroes be appointed to 
and local police forces, especial ly to high positions. 
c are be ·t aken to appoint men of integrity , intelligence 
respons ibility of both r a ces . 
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5) That physic a l punishment be outlawed in state pris ons and 
·that a systemat ic inves·tiga·tion of jails be undertaken to 
discover those of our jail officials who are unfit to hold 
office. 

6) That bla ck marke·t ·taxes be abolished, and that t he legali·ty 
of the sale of liquor be made dependent on a state- \•Jide refer 
endum. 

7) That ·the "spoils system" be abolished and that a civil service 
sys·tem be established which vJould insure the hiring of men 
of ab i li·ty--rega rdl ess of race--and uhic h would insulate them 
f rom political pressure. 

II . Vo·ting 

It is ess ential to freedom th t every man has the right Jco take 
part in his mvn government by vo'cing. The fact thilt this r i ght is 
denied to a large p r opor ·tion of i"liss issippians is responsible for 
the t y ranical nature of our governmen'c. The righ·t ·to vo·te hc::.s been 
d e nied in our s t a te as a r esult of unjust qualifications for r egis 
tration, intimidation of Negroes desir ing to vote, a nd discr imination 



It is because many Hi ssissippians c annot vote that we have 
developed t h e "one issue" political system, the system that insures 
that only one viewpoin·t is heard. Res·torat:i on of the right to vote 1 

coupled with freedom from physical danger 1 would lead to the emer
gence of a two issue system and a guaran·tee that elections vmuld 
offer the people genuine choices. 

To establish political democracy in rJ.iiss:Lssippi, it is proposed: 

1) 'rhat a one-man 1 one-vo·te system be es·tablished, a system 
'vlhich 'iHOuld guar antee the right ·to vote 'co all adults 

2) That in·timidation of voters be made a crime and ·that the 
State Fairness Cormnission be given the po"''er to invesJcigate 
all instances of intimidation. 

3) That discrimination by registrars be made grounds for dis
missal as well as being made criminal. 

III. Economics 

No one can be truly free unless relieved from the burden of 
economic insecuri·ty. Huge numbers of Negro Mississippians 2re en
slaved by an inability ·to gain meaningful, rellarding jobs. 

In ·the ci·ties they are the vic·tims of unemployment, l ng hours, 
lm:J wages, and discrimina.tion. Because labor unions are persecuted, 
they are unable to help themselves 1 but are a·t the mercy of '.'lhite 
employers. 

In rural a reas they are even now uncertain that ·they will h2.ve 
sufficient food 2nd clo·thing to survive the win·ter. The ?resent 
sys·tem of cotton farming yields large profits for t h e owners of the 
huge plantations, but pi·tifully little for ·thocoe v1ho do the seasonal 
labor involved. Although the raising of food crops could improve 
the Delta Negroes • lot, this would not advantage plantation owners, 
and hence it is not done. 

Ironically, federal programs have •.-~orked to support the o;:mers. 
They have not aided poor Negroes, principally because of discrimina
tion in their administration. This has resulted in a federally 
supported sys·tem of exploi'cation. 

The situation is continually getting worse. Increasing u~e of 
machinery has displaced numbers of former sharecroppers • jobs. Part 
of these problems result from the unfair system of co'c'con farming. 

To bring economic freedom to l\1ississippi i·t is proposed: 

1) rrha·t ·the s·ta·te es·t ablish a sm2.ll farm loan progr2.m "~dhich would 
provide long term loans on little interest for farmers with 
less than 300 acres. 

2) That a progressive land ·tax be es'cablished which would fall 
only on trac'cs of over 500 acres and the r ate of which would 
increase as the tract size increased. 

3) That the state est ablish plans by "'dhich small f armers could 

J 



coopera~e i~ farming if they so d esired . These plans would 
include seed purchasing, marketing, and use of ma.chinery. 

4) That the state undertake a public works program ·that would 
create ne:,.., jobs while providing se··11age services, vJater works I 

and serviceable stree·t systems. 

5) That t here be es·tablished a minimum wage of $1,25 per hour 
and a legal working week of forty hours. 

6) That a fair employment law be established 'co guar2.ntee non
discriminatory hiring and t~1at the State Fairnes s Commission 
be given the po·.1er to enforce this law, 

7) Tha·t stable new industries be at'cr acted on the basis of ad
v antages offered by the state's real resources rather than 
by offers of free land 1 ·tax free operation and cheap labor. 

8) That l av1s be established guaranteeing labor unions the right 
to organize freely. 

IV. Education 

Education is vital to freedom in tT.v0 v;ays. First, it frees man 
from ·the dungeon of irrational fears that a.re created by ignorance 
and p rejudice. Second, in a technological society such as ours, man 
c annot be free to seek meaningful employment unless he is properly 
educated. 

The Mississippi educational system has failed to achieve either 
of these goals. The primary cause of the failure is school segrega
tion. By cutting off communica·tion between the races, segregation 
p revents students from discovering the universal humanity of man. 
Furthermore, segregation fosters the idea that t he white race is 
superior to the black, and thus the state teaches falsehood instead 
of truth. Finally, it is segr egation that allows the state to give 
Negroes an inferior education and thus make it impossible for them 
to compete successfully for jobs. The schools are also handicapped 
by frequent politica l interference with the p rocess of learning . 
Teachers ar e fired for teaching, or even daring to discuss, contro
versial topics. Worse, Negro ·teachers who participate in civil 
rights, and in some counties register to vote, are in danger of dis
missal. These restrictions elimina·te any change for broad, lively 
education. And of course, ·they insure the perpetuation of present 
ways of thinking. 

To improve education in Mississippi it is p roposed: 

l) That all schools be completely integra·ted as soon as possible. 

2) That ·the sta·te spend more money on education in all areas, 
There should especially be development of opportunities for 
vocational training both in high school and in state colleges 
and junior colleges. Such training should be based on the 
predicted present and future needs of industry. 

3) That academic freedom be established by guaranteeing tha·t 
teachers will no·t be dismissed because of politic2.l ac·tivity 
or because of ·their presenta·tion of controversial ideas. 
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