
SUMMARY OP EVENTS IN YAZOO CITY, OCTOBER 24-PRESENT (NOVEMBER 10), 1963 

OCTOBER 24. Three campaign workers, accompanied by local ministers, 

vi.sited the office of a local Negro citizen. While they visited him, 

he was telephoned by the police and inti~1dated. A scheduled campaign 

rally was thereupon cancelled. (See Nelson Soltman statement of Oct.24) 

OCTOBER 30, NOVEMBER l, 2, 3. George Raymond, campaign worker and CORE 

Task Force worker, returned to work in Yazoo City. Each day he was 

fo11owed by police every1~here he went. His campaigning was generally 

unsuccP.aoful. On Sunday, Nov. 3, he was followed into a Negro church, 

where the pol1.ce spoke against him to the oonsretation. 

NOVEMBER 4. Several campaign workers (George Ra1(111ond,Lenore Thurman, 

Bob Gore, Claude Weaver, Jesse Morris and Doris Erskine) accompanied by 

an NBC camera crew came to Yazoo 6ity to solicit votes. There were 

several incidents of minor harassment, ~.g. the police would not allow 

a D1.J:1n to be posted on the trunk of tho campaign car; forcing the cam­

p1l:I e;n wc,1•ko:r,i t,1 st1:1nrl on the sidewalk holding the sign; Police Officer 

Moody, according to George Raymond, wDote "aggitators" (sic) indelibly 

across Raymond's driver's license. Lenore Thurman was arrested when, 

police alleged, she handed a ballot to a man 1n public. George Raymond 

later, &t the trial, testified that ~ had given the man the ballot., 

but the judge did not believe him. 

NOVEMDER 7. Lenore Thurman, Ge.orge Raymond, George Greene, Jesse Morris 

and Claude Weaver came back to Yazoo Cit¥ for Miss Thurman's trial. 

She was convicted of distributing 11.terature without a permit; the case 

is bej_ng appealed. After the trial, George Raymond went to a Negro 

restaurant to make a phone call; as he entered, he 1·1as kicked and curse 



Events in Yazoo City, page 2 

by a police officer ho believes to be Assistant Captain Otis. When 

the·others in the group joined Raymond at the restaurant, they left to 

return to Jackson, followed by the police escort. Just inside the city 

limits of Flora, Miss. (in Madison County), the car was stopped and 

Raymond was arrested by a highway patrolman and Yazoo City police. He 

was arrested for reckless driving (the cbarge was discovered the next 

day by Jesse Harris, Nho went up to bail him out), handcuffed so 

t;jKh1;1.y that the circulation •,ias cut off in Blis hands, kicked 1•1hile 

~nter1nr,; nnd leaving the car, and cuffed around 1n front of the police 

station as he was being led to his cell, 'in Yazoo City. Back on the 

highw~y, the others in the group were ordered out of the car. The 

police asked who in the group had a driver's license. When George Ore~r 

said that he had, they arrested him also, taking him into custody on an 

unspecified charge (later revealed as "disobeying an officer"). Nope oI 

the others would volunteer the information that he or she had a driver'. 

license, so the police sent them ~1alking along the highway after dark. 

The police called a ~irecker to take the car back to Yazoo City, ~,here 

it is still impounded. 

NOVEMBER 8. Jesse Harris, Claude Weaver, Carl Arnold, and Jesse Morris 

arrived in Ynzoo City to pay fine.a or post bond for the two who had bee 

arrestej. George Raymond was released, on an appearance bond of $250, 

but the police refused to release George Greene, claiming that he had 

been arrested 1n Madison County, not Yazoo County. As of Sunday, 

·· Ncvembcr 10, negotiations to secure his release have been fruitless. 
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