
RcPORT TO ~• ATIOJ,AL J.CTIO!! COUl:!CIL 

"The laws of this state ban discrimination 11 

{ ~rris Bryant, r.overnor of F.l.orida, suilimer 
of 196J) 

STATE: horida remains a 11tif!)lt-llhite state" despite a ".facade of relative racial 
calm, 11 was tbe report of tbe Florida Advisory Committee to the United States Commissit' 
on CiVil Rights, A white power group keeps tbe doors generally locked to Negroes, 
There is an insensitivity to civil rights px-oblems alld a 11tokenimn" approach to 
desegregation. in Florida, There is a 11dual 11 system of junior colleges, and the 
"pupil. placement lawa insure segregation in l!lOst public schools. There ie discrim
ination in apprenticeship and employment prograJnS and discrimination in public 
employment of Negroes; lack of proper training for jobs in prhate industry excludes 
tlegroes from these jobs also. 'Iba report supports the fact that there is much Negro 
apathy fostered by fears of intimidation and financial repr:l.11als. '!he committee 
believes that most people in the state feel that Negroes are entitled to their 
citizenship rights but that publio official& are not ruling to progress .dtb these 
changing feelings. Toe report singles out St, Augustine and Tallahassee as areas 
in which the fuse of 11the segregated super-bomb" is short. fir-illy, the report 
oites tbe refusal of the govornor to work with it and the very low or non-existent 
Negro regl.stration in many counties in the state. 
~: With the a.:r:rest 1n Dunnellon of Zev t.elony a:nd his subsequent incarceration 
and maltreatment in the Marion County Jail in ~ala, the activities of' the NAACP 
there began to pick up. Several o.f us from Te.llah~ssee went to Ocala where w 
or~ized a maso march to protest this Grreet at tbe County Jail. About 40 of us 
were lll'I'ested there. Outra&,red Negro citizons then began coming to local NAJI.CF 
meetings 8ll masso, and the Ocala gi:-oup, despite threats, ph;yaical violenoo and 
many arrests, bas a largo group (oveJ/ a thousand) meeting overy week, Pickating 
wns halted with arrests, but theso are boing faugbt in court. 
DONNELLON: A Dunnellon CORE Chapter IJ8.S started ( this town i:i a.bout 25 miles f'rom 
~ala). Betty Wr:l,ght, a TaJJabassoe 60RE lnOlllbOr was able to organize nearly all of 
this town 1s Negro popuJ.ation 11h:lch attended sUlllllle:r meotings and raised some f'unds. 
That group bogan picketing at local establisbmonts, 
g. AUGUSTmE: This town, the 1101.dest city in the United States, 11 has been the sceno 
of violence and veey strong poUco i:-osistenoo to any sort of progr.-ess. Negro children 
bave boon sent to detention homos when their pllI'()nts refused to prohibit them frOl!I 
picketing. Civil Rights groups aro fined and m1JJDber13 inoarcorated when they hold 
public meetings or demonstrate, A suit seeking to enjoin 3t. Augustino officials 
from interferring with anti-segrogation demonstrations has beon filed by- tho "NAACP 
legal defense f\:Jnd of Ne11 York. A local doctor and integra~ion loader was beat up 
at a lQ.u KlU:K Klan meeting and then charged and fined for assault. His homo has been 
fired into. A white ioan was killod as be redo through a Negro area ,ti.th a loadod 
shot-g,m. Nogro residential areas and businesses bavo boen bombed and stro..fod, and 
alledgod retaliations bave occurred. Civil Rights groups a.re seeking to obtain tho 
prevontion of f'edoral flmds to be spe11t in eoanection with a quadricontennial 
celebration to be hold noxt yenr. 'Ihc situation there is vecy- tonse .:,nd called by 
tho Civil W.f,hts CollUlrl.ssion the "=t in the stato. 11 

JAOKSClNILLE: f, mnss ll\3rOh of' two thousand dcmonetrators took plnce the woakond of 
Septamber 14 in this city. Some tokon_ scmooi desegrogn.tion bas occurred, but 
NMCP leadors plan further extQJlsive protests ll!ld negotiations in tbe down.tow area., 
TAMPA: F'.l..olit $ecrotary- R.obei;-t Saundc-rs of the NAACP is asking that tho std.to NAACP 
endorse q plan to picket the Florida 1/orld Fair Oild:ibit 1l!llees the state 110ts posit
ively to oase racial tension in St, !Lugustino (lbd other cities, 
C'.uNESVIlLE: After sumroGr pickotini; by a fllirly- strong youth council (llA/£P) f.!l'OUP, 
the Student Group for li:queµ. Rights \a Un.iversity of F'loridi:, eroup of !\bout ,300 
faculty and i;tudonts-mostl.y white) h11a oarriocl on with JliCketing, tutoring en.d o. 
plan tor schooL desegregation. f,. bi-racial committee has boon set up there, btlt 
connJlllru.cntions between the vhitea !lild llogroes thora are limited, 
!1M!Q: In Hiami the people are apathotic about voting, Some consider this city 
unlike the rest of the south, but this is not true, l!,ajor probJ.<nns include housing, 
school doaegrogntion and l<noving ,lbero you can go. 
TA'LL/IRASSEE: Tallahassoo CORE vas organized in OotO-bor nf 1959-the group wss and is 
inten,acial. Slthough largely composed of students :!'rom Florido. A. &. M. and .FStT 
we have had instructors .f'rom both schools participating, Voey fow towspoople other 
than ministers participate. Dur-inti the past &Ul!Dllnr w J:)_1oked up more o.nd to.Oro 
white townspoop.La, but we seom to be los3.ng thom now, '!'ni11 is beoauso tho program 
has not o:xpanded off C!llllpus sufficiently to include these tO'ljDSpooplo, Thoro :is a 
~eat need for community leadership and oooking. Tol!llspeople are vory relectant to 
,Join 'whon students 11re lea.ding, but they refuse to lead tbOlllS0lves, Wo need more 
colJllllllnity leadership o.nd moral end fino.ncial support. 1/o ho.vo 4ad many projecta in 
l'aJ.lahassee, 'l.'heso include (1) testing bwies (2/ sit-in.a, Duo to the· sit-ins we 
wer·e able to open i'i ve lunch counters-'loars, 1/algroens, Wool\lOrthe, McC.·orys and 
Noiseners, in January of 196.3-we started ;in Februaey of 196o, (:.3) bus stations 
opened 11.i'ter severa* arreets and Cl m:i.lli;;,n d9llar suit. (4) the airport opened .s.fter 
arrests and a U.S. ,;,upromo Court dooision. \5) the courtroolil wo suppased to be 
opened art.er n million doU.nr suit by a gontleman 1s ,;grooment, ho\,18vor only CORE or 
llAACP people are allO\/ed to sit o;n tho \.lhl.te stde. \,>) there wns a 11nAe-in o;t. a oity 
pool IJbieh resulted in :irrests, (7) lloward Jobnso;n I s rostnm•nnt is ouoned hut not . , 



its sleeping facilities. (8) stand-ins and picketing at local theatres. Booauso or 
111!!.BS demonstrtltions 11 I'Oatroitdng ordor \o/QS dro.1o1n up on Nay 29 limiting tho nu.'!lbor of 
piokota to 1$ at the Florida Thoatro two abreast and 15 11t tho Ztato Tho11tro single 
filo, Picket:, wore to walk 8 f'oot !lpart. Amondmontc and mod1rio<>tions or 'tho Ql1!ond
monts lator in:suud; at prllsont thoro oro no nU!i1bors in tho ordor clOOopt that of 8 root 
apart for pickotor:i. Voices arc to bo kept at a convors11tional tone, ll?ld roliof 
porsonol ond pickets capteina 11ro allowed. As n rosult of miswiderstandings or thv 
l,nwst order on tho p1rt or police and othvr oft'ioi.:Ll.s, 157 porsons wore arrested 
at tbo Fl01·idn Thontro on SoptO!llbor 14, 91 othor students woru o.rrostod tho sruno 
night on disorderly conduct charges for protosting thoso ar!'<.lsts at tho county Jo.il. 
Two dap later 104 students wore arrested on trespassing ch:,.rgos for 11 sing-in, pray
in at the county jail protostinr tho oa,,-li..r.r arrests and thv sogrvgatod jail faoilit
ios for domonstrators. As a result of tho first thoatro arr..,sts, tho 119 studonts 
who pleaded •loo contest" rvc.:>ivod susp1Jr1dod aunt.mcus of' $250 finos or 45 days in 
.i,id.l. Of tho Yl who pl1.1adod "not guilty",!, Ruben Konon and I roooivod !.\l,000 fines or 
six months in jail; 22 students received -~500 fines or 3 months; 13 rucoivod $250 
or 45 days, These sontences wore given on tho "basis II of tho p.irson' s ,ropposod 
p:irticipotion in tho demonstration, l!unon nnd I boing called loo.dors, th.:> second 
group ••second offundora, 11 and tho third "bunt on ossisting in thu disord1.1r. 11 Tho 
119 wore considorod to bo "victims or faulty L,,,.dorship. 11 Tho trospossor-group wns 
found £'Uilty and i'inod ~•50 I.loch w:l th o. suspondud jail sontonco of JO do.ys-thoso 
students hod plcad-.'Cl ''hot fuil ty. 11 Tho dieo~erly conduct group pluttdcid •rpo a onto st 11 

and were r.;iloosod on II good b..ihllvior. 11 As o. rosul t of tho convictions, Ruben and I 
wore suspondod from ll. & ti., and tho 28 othvr A. & M. s~onts were put on probcttion. 
Jill five of the !.'SU studonts wro placed on probation and rostriotod to campus. Tho 
two U. of F. studunts woro also plncud on probation. tho 37 thoatro domonstration 
coses arc buing 11ppoolud. A gro.nd jury has bo<lr! ilnponolod to inwstignto tho 37 
students mid Prince Mclntosh--prosidunt of tho student body, Tho two susponsions hllvo 
boon protested by slrep-ins and burnings of uffigios at FAl!U. Tho NAACP of Jackson
villu is planning to pickot tho Florida Classic football gro;io in Jacksonville in 
protest, :md it is asking Miruni NAACP to picket tho Orango Blosson CJ.nssic there. 
Prot0sts haw cooo from sovurru. groups. Booauso of those arrests, ToJ.larutssco GORE 
had to borrow about ~11 1000 to pay finos ::,nd appeal bonds, nl though sooo fines wero 
paid by parents. Tho FSU faculty is attumptinu to ruiso funds, nlthou{!h Rop. Russel 
is urging Board or Control pJOplo to disapprove of this c-.ction. Thero is little 
11oadGl!lic frooclor.i in Florida-Mr. Haley W--..LS fired in 1960 bocuuso ho pnrtioipatod in 
civil righte activities, and m::iny other profv:;oors :ir..i afraid to porticipatll in any 
wy. In a puricxl or 4 y=s, Tollo.hnssuo CORE 011d Nation:.11 CORE haw spvnt noru,ly 
/.l20,000 in Tallnhassoo. Very littl.0 monvy hd.S con-, fron thu community itself-this 
problon is primarily d= to thu f•\ct that th<:: CORE eroup is mainly studont end h<::Sn1t 
ho.cl tilllo to talro full a.:lvnnti.lg0 of c=uuity rosourcos. Sor.tu offorts nrl.1 being mndo 
to raise funds in tho col'llJunity, howvur. During trfals 1.,hito only restrooms wore 
orton locked, ond J\tt.orney Sirnons finally cnll<ld .for a t1istriol until facilities 
should bo OpoJllod to all-this roquost was hood-xl by tho judge. TI10us:mds lnvo 
participated ;l.n Tall~ssoo COR., projocts, but ti·-, progr(l): h:J.S b,on sustained over 
tho four yuars by just a f.:,w puoplu nnd som-,tir:lus n ot :mst.:i.:i.nvel at all. Wo hr:ivo 
r.iot with continuocl police brutality in th.:: fom of ~icki)'lg, h.itting, dragging, utc; 
prisoners h:wo bo..>n sogrogatod and httrrnssod wltllu in jail. A).though wu haV\J talcon 
our grievances to city officials, connissionvrs '.!!'ct r:iskod for pcllco prot.:,ction, these 
ott..mpts ot negotiation havu b .. on to no avt>il. For tho Novt1t1bor 6 tiuoting of T::ul:i.
hassoo CORE, I suggostoc1 to Prince l'.cintosh tho following itans: (1) t)lo nooq for 
C\ll offioo and Di.Doogro.ph JJ,:\Cbine (2) th(; possibility of guttihg V. persons :In tho 
co=unity to say they would ,:;nch pey a non,th's runt on o."I of!'ioo (3) thu possibility 
of' g_.tting ono poreon to p,v for r:i rllgt!lar tolophonu with tho group paying for llll 
non-local calls. (4) gotting parsons to donat1., oli1 c:ira in "10rkmz condition ( 5) 
tho possibility to obtaining a p.a. syst= which could lili;o bo pL'1COc.1 on n oar 
(6) tho possibil.i.ty of th.., clon:1.tion of a clictaphono (7) t1JO possibility of finding 
p:u-t-tino voluntoors to = tho office frcm th.Ct oanr.runity, 
VOTER ~: ~ny parsons fool that a North F.'J,orid."I votor Qrivo would bo !l..'1 oxtronoly 
v:tluable project, L:,,fayetto and Liberty oountios, with nonwhitu populatio,~s of 
11. 9 :md 15. 2 por cont ho.vo no rostst-,r.:xl Nogro voters, Othor CPUntius, such 0.s 
J..,ffor:ion, havo a grvator paroontago by popul.ntiot1 or potunti:il Nolgro rugistooa (11uol1 
as, J,901. ~1tos and 5,641 N>1groos) or G::r1s,lon with 24, 944 Hugro.;;s :mc.1 17,038 whites, 
or Maclison County (which ia noro rcpresont~ivo of tho usu;il situntion in No.i:tb 
Florida (7,430 whites t1nd 6, 72J Nogrous). L 1963 Crninbor of ConnoJrov CunsusJ. F\Jrthor 
bocuuse of tho v-ury poor apportionnont situation in Floricl11 , only 14 % of tho 
Hou.so ancl 12% of Sunato aro noc,iss,'II'Y' to oloct 11 111.\jOt-ity in thosll housos. Booouso of 
this •racy poor apportionnent situ..'1tion, tho nost 'votes i.."1 Nortl· Florid:t count f:ron 
lO to 100 tinos norc tbon a veto in South Floritln--tb..'lt is, u oongrossionnl tliStrict 
in North Florida with only ;1bout 9,000 porsons, f9r ox;u,ploJ, has tho sane nunor of 
r.:iprosontllt:ivoo o.s tho large Da<lo County rlistrict (Y.iani) which b.'lS 900,000 parsons, 
l'bus until ,'l fairer roupportiomlilllt lJgisl.'.:tion is ~'ltlctc.J, il drive in ?.forth l'lori<la 
would ho highly ll.!'fici(Jnt fa:r th..isu ro~aons, It wul,.I ll.lao h>vo t!lv uff'oot of gnining 
support in Miarli (on th<l 11esUt1ption ttL.,_t thoJ:io now •rot.:,rs ~",ultl not support. tho 
troditional 11Pork-ohop 11 gong), .-i:;11 it 1-101.11,1 sorvo to baton tho nuch nouclo..l _roapPorµon 
!Ont lut{l.slo.tion. Throu oth-,:r 1-cala, equally il11)0::-t..".:.1t, woul<! bv tho utluc,1.tion of 
,otors nvwly r"ijistorutl :is to th.., powr 0:1.l wu 0 1: '1uuLl for thuir veto m~ \l0Uhl thoy 
;ould do witb it in ulinin'lting unluair:tblo tlrl: r;, '..'urthur, those pllrs011s coultl o.1-so 
">ecooo o.oquo.intou with thu pl'iloaophy "l.'l'.1 objoctivoa of CORE, ond t!toy night them :fool 
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noro liko l®~r thOir nor al ~J fi11onciru support to a lll'OUP which they !mow so11c-
thing about. ln such n Jrivto 1.1..i ,,nulJ nood n tuor.i of pursons, ru:: of'.fico, trcns
portntion anj tho p::irt-tinJ sur•1icus of a la.iyor ::it tho VJrY lo::ist. Thoro 1s a 
possibility o.f t1y going to 11..,1.1 York :luring Christn~s to look for isupport o£ such a 
project, 

MARCH ON T!tlJ.ARIISSEE: A conni ttuo has ooun sot up to spu:tlc to tho G:>vurnor asking 
ii'into issuo Ol'l oxeoutivo or\lur b..•1nning tliscrm:lnntion in this st.."\to, l! this 11houJ.cl 
rau, ,,., :u-o ::u.roo..:lrT.l.'.lking arforts to contact civil rights groups in tho stow to 
gnin thuir support for 11 T.lllrOh on T.:tllah.:tssoo, Th.is r.l:!rch woul<l bo s:!.J:J11ar to the 
J.l'lrch on W::tsbington. For this, "'o ost:l:11ato w woul,l noo<l a nininun of ~15,000 ond 
s~voral full-tino pursons to help v.ith thu project. Wo fool that a narch at this 
tino 1<0ulcl bo vory ir.lport:mt. TJ10 Covornor is nr!lting r.:any attonpts to .:ittr::ict now 
industry nnd foreign as woll o.s uooostic -tourists to tho st.:ito. Ho continuoly 
whitov.lshos problons horo, .:t."l<] a n:u-ch vould show that there is d;lscril:in~tion in tho 
st.'.lto and that 1'110-groos ... " do not 11cono to :EloriJn bocauso they liku it thoro. '' 
This s\lilJ..Dr, nftor shoot:ln(lS, boa tines :ma D..".SS nrrosts, tho Govor:1or procl..1.i!Jod :In 
Lon1on thnt "Wo havon 1-t b!l.tl ono s111clo inciclonco of violence, •• wa in Florido. hnvo 
no problun of integrntion ooc:ms.:i tho lnws of our stnt ... bt\11 cliscrh!in.1.tion. 11 On 
his ruturn :Cron a three vt,Ok trip to Japan, .:tftor sovoral killings, nnss :i.rrosts :i.ncl 
w,ry oxtrono tension and violunce in St, Augustina, tho Covurnor spoko lnst wok 
.'.\bout bond issues nml thu .fino and alert policu protoction tho city of St. Augustine 
hru3 c.t its aisposnl, Wo .fool th.:it such n norch would illustrnte thu noe].ieonco n1xl 
nood for (lcticn on th,, {XU"t of st..'\to <>f.ficio.ls. 

nryl?MMilffiATIQlS: (1 ~oro .t'ull-tir..u poOplo working in .Florida in direct action and 
votor tlri vos 

(?. l',JJ;sons nocxletl. to orfanizo cor.:nunitios 
(J l-loro wrkshops on tho philosophy ,"\l'ld objoctivos of CORE 
(4 lfoocl .for nntionnl lvndore to visit croups in Florida 
( 5 Ji. cor.ni ttoo n-,,0!.locl to s-ot t(:isk force workers fron FloridQ 

uni versi tics 
(6 A spoalcors bur~u for the stnto to tnko spm1kors avn:1lnblo to 

erours wishina to know al:lout tho 1.ovonont ond CORE 
(7 'l'hv noo;l .for a lawyer who would oclviso pooplo in diroct 

t1ction projacts--o.fton wry t~-xlcrato or oonsurva.tivo a.clviso 
inhibits riroups unnocess::irily, lie h"\ vu to go ·500 o:1los for 
a 1nwyor, an<l h::iw heel to in thu lr.st four yuo.rs. 

(8 Wo know thnt nor:l.cl."\ is not unique, but with a woll oruDniZocl 
proero.n w cnn cl:I.T'.inato nony of lhu pro bl.ms we h.:ivo. ll10 
rc.'0Cor.J10Dd::1tions, wo fool, W"Ul J aid in or[;!!nizatiou .:md in 
a-1 e:Cfocti vu proernn gvo.roc1 ::it elinin:.iting our probl,:s-1s. 

Thull, you soo s01e of our problons 11,nd acconpllsbr.c.,its. ~lithout noro orgnniz0(1 
oor.-.unity surport and effectivo projects, our progrW-J will uot bv able to survive. 
II concuntr~tl.ld votc.r clriv-, Will isolw U.'\11Y probl.r.a nt onco, and thv r~rcb on 
Toll.Qh:1ssue will sorvo to awnk<.m th<:i whole stt:tto to tho now oxistont problons in 
F.1.or:l,Ja • 

Your11 in Fr•edOD., 
I 

·,_1-··::.:.:,. J1- .. ,J, ,,\- ,,.._ 
Po.tricia. Stopherls Due 
Southonstorn Reprcsenta.tive 
Nownbor 7, 1963 
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