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This paper is a report published by the Studbnt; Nonviolent C,oor
dinatin I' Committee . :[t; is 3enera:L and extensive in scope rather
than specific and ' detailed . The report IS purpose is threefold :

\( X

i-. to give SNCC 18 Mississippi field workers a handy reference
source detailing statisti.cally some of the general facts
relating; to the status of the Negro in Mississippi,\\

2 . tp indicate the dire necessity for COFO is proposed community
centers and county workers , and '

{’

3 + to
-in

serve as a euicie:Line
the near future .

foY more detailed stu(ile_s’ to be made B

'}/

in this study, the term ”nonwhite people is used init;ead of the
term '’Nee,ro I' in many instances-. Because of the high proportion of '

Ne8roes in the nonwhitie cate(Dory, it 13 not a distortion to use
data that refers to !’nonwh':Ites " as data th,it refers particularly
to Negroes . In 1960, ' in MissisQippi, 99,6 percent of the to-tal
nonwhite population Was Ne8ro, and 99.7 percent of the nonwhite
farm operators were Negroes . . '
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- This report is beinG disbributed by:

Tm COUNCil OF FEDERATED ORGANIZATiONS
IO:LT’ Lynch Street

Jackson, Mississippi
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' .Nuqber and ProportiQn '- 915,722 Negroes cpnstituted , in 196'0, roughly
- 42% of th~e total 2, 17’8,000 populatIon in Mi.ssissippi . Between . 1940

: - , and 1960, _'the- Total population remained nearly- the sam6 (per cent
,' . change : -'O .2) , with a more than. 7% decrease in the Negro i>opulat:Lon

- compared with an increase of more than '6%' dmong the non-'Negro . bopula-
tion . (See .Chart .I and Table i. )
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Infant }aorta-lity -/ infant mortality rates since 1920 for both races
havQ generally &'one downward : The . rate for' non-unites , howeVer,
strung up„lard jn 1957 abd continued upward until 1961 v.i:hen it .started
down Ilard aga:th (Chprt iV) . It- taIcee ’no' stabistical genius to, under--

- stand what; the figure8 reflect : in Wlissigsippi the chances of a
Negro baby djing within the first year of life are at- best t;wW
those .of’ a white baby . Though most babies' of both races do survive,
Negr€,>' babies have a greater chance of start-ing ':Life , with a bee}th
handicap , in communities WhQre ,NeglPOPS are subject ' to maJor segPe A

gat:lion aid disc'rim{nation, - the Negro baby is 'much more like:Lj tcy be
born,premat,urely' . ’Premature, babies may get excellent care if they
are born in or near ,a hospital wit;b d modq:rn center' , for premaTure
infatlts , but Negroes in Mississippi are . largely, denied this-. (Tdb:Le ,4)

Significant PopulaE:ton Characteristics , 1950-'1960 ' . '

Ape Dis -Lribu'c:Lon -- Table 5 compareD the chan,ses in the Negr'o and
white population which have occurred among different age groups
bet'.'ieen 1950 and 1960 . During t;big decade the bobal population of

' Mississippi reBa:IDea almost the same , There Via s a not increase }n
the white populatIon and a net decrease in the non-white populat;lob .

Most significant' for - Negroes is the :Large decrease in the group aged --

20 to 34 . Because workers in this , age group are traditionally
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Report for MIss . Field Staff I
Fl

PERTINENT BACKGROUND DATA

Growth in .the Population, !9LFQ-'1960 )

<J.

.~$$

Al'though birth rates: among Negroes have been consistently higher 'than
those among whites , mortality . rates are higher, , a.verage life expect;an-
cy is :Lower. al,d migration out of ,the state is considerably .higher
among Negroes. than among whites :

?b';

Birth Rates -, The -higher b+rt;h rates among Negroes, . in comparison
wIth unites , ,are 'sho\,in in Table 2 . ' in. 1949, the rate per 1,000. among
t:he Negro population '.'Jas 34'. 8, compabed with 2:L, 8 .among Qhities . Since
1945 there has been a sIgnificant 'ri.se in the birth rate for Negroes .
:D’uring the depression 30 1 S , .sharp declines in birth rates occurred
among both ':Negroes and whites . (Chart 2)

\ ;.4

Death Rates '- Dea.th' rates among Megro_es continue to be higher than
the rates for whit;ei , though the difference in the rates has cons:i.s- - ' :

tent:Ly narrowed . (Table' 3) it is stIll a 'fa'ct, hot’.levee,, that the. dea b: .

rate among Negroei today is not as i(:)w a'b it was for wh:LEeD in 1913 ,
the first year for which we have death rate data . Thi8 :Is largely a
reflection of the contInued :Low ’ starIda+d of , living Missi.ssipp:i. Negroes
§x:Lst under, 'in\a(lg'ition to a lack of access'to adequate hoqpit;a1 ,care t
(See Chart Iii. )
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pre,ferre.d . in hirIng for ne.,VI ' emp:Lowetit, t;hib change in age- compogltilan
bf 'the F;opUla+ion may contribute ' to Increased employment opport;un;ty

, for youbgbr Negroe.s . ' The s:i.tqa'tion day also add to the dIlemma of .
empILyeri wbc>si hibin8 poIIcies /continue. to fqvor white workers and
wiikeLs under 35 years 'c:>{ age . (Chart 5 . )
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in rutal -areas : 6f the '79,545 persons who migrated from rural areas
into MIssissippi cities , only 5 -percent were non-white . There obvlou's:LI
has been no sibnif:Leant rural-urban re.distri,button of the non-white
population within t;hQ state during the last .qeca(le . This is largely
a }efl~ection of the fact that employment opport;un+ties for rural
nc;h=whites ..in the state's to b-ins and citieg b're'',pooh . (Ta-b:Le 7)
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Cou nt;y Vai tat;ions - Ta b:Le 8: showing the -NegrQ and whIte $opu'lation
In -1950 and 1960 for each county, revealg the high percentage of

, Negrbes in some count.les and the. considerably high out-of:state migra-
' tion ' taking’place . ''There are 29 counties wherein Negroes con'st;.:i.tube

- : more than 50% of the population . Hinds, Calhoun and' Coahoma 'are ' ’the ,
counties wIth the largest numbers of Negroes . Tunica , , Clairborne,

\

Pt

and Jefferson have the largest percentages of Negroes . The area com--
’ ; mon:Ly referred to as the '”Gulf Coast!’ has sh6\rn the only' consistent

: increases ,in population during the last cade.ade . This is ' the most
_ I a{flv9nt;' economic area or reqicn jn the st;atp , .significantly '

: Cit;LPS of 10, 099 or more - Table 9 shows ,the 18 cIties in Mississippii. ..

that have a population of greater than 1(5, 000 . In all of- these cities ,
with the exception of BiloxI, Negroes constitute 20 per cent or more
of the 'tiota:L population .
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an avQrage of oily sIx years' of school. This is five years :Less than
the average for white.s . The average , is even :Less in the rural-farm

i a'reas-.where' a high' proportion df Negroe6 ll.ve . ’

I }

RECENT .LABOR FORCE AND EMPLOYMENT TRENDS
El
IN

Ft{'i;;.
Negroes in the Labor Forge.

i'

\n }'

P ,FropQr+ion in- th& Labor Force - The propoition of Negr’tes' jn the labor
for.ce is very similar 'to the proportIon :for w hites'. There i$ a'hotiee:
able difference ’in the, proportions when the races' are tiivided irleo
sexe , however . There is a greater per cent of Negro women, particu-
!ar:Ly. urban married Negro uomen-,' .in ' the labor force, thatI L=rh:Lte, uomen .

,. The proportion of Negrot men in the labor ' force is noticeably lo'her
than the proportion of ' abite males,. (Table ll and C;harI; 7)

I hI

jJnemployment - Tab:Lb 12 shot.IS that in 1960' the 'averbgd unemployment

\

rate fon Negroes was more than SO per cent;' greater -than that ' Qf 'lytIib)s ,
, ehan£,go in:'t;hb-:' rates for' the ’tw3 rbce8 from 1950 to 196Q,w6rc "rciative.-'
the same+ , TMs . change hda 1)con an urrg'qvorable one; result;lng in an

t unemploWent rate for Negroes of 7.1, pebcbnt .' (Chart' Vt:[1)
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Report for Miss . FIeld Staff , continued

Status among different Age Groups ? Table 13 shows , for 1960, the var:La-
tions at diffe bent ages in the labor force status of . Negroes in Q.ompar:I-
son with white men and. women . About 67% of 911_Nd'3ro.'Qen ;8es 14 or oVer
wer6 in the ]a bar f-orce compared to roughly 75% 6f all white men . A s;I.g+
nificant.ly- higher p$oport:top of Negro men -under age 24 and over age 65

}re in th:1,labor force ' For bobh Negro m’en pnG white men between the-* 20 and 64, the rates of labor force participation were comparable .
e pattern among women show6 some. significant contras,ts . The propD P-'

;ion of Negro- women in the labor forcew as 'higher than for whL+;e’ '
'.v.omen .in every age group exdept ageg 14-19 and 20-'24, Among unIte '

omen, the rate of labob force participation drops after age 24 '(about
the average age of tnarr:Lage) , whereas for' Negro w6men the rate increases
bhrough the 45-49 age group . ' – .

\
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_Industry Distr-ibution - in Table 14, it is appare4t that' of the roughly
one-half million employed Negroes in the State, more than a third are
f:mplpYed in agrIculture with more than another thIrd employed in -service
:!'nduspr Ies . Unbelievable as it - may seem, though Negro%-eqmprise ai-
uost 4CVg of the total employed labor force , only ab&<'4® }re employed
in IBnufactur:i.ng and even less than that in coustruct:I-Mployment .

-.\_ -;c/ -..J ’./}

i:qJ I

Table 15 +eveals that of thosq .Neg:i? oes urlem-
can be categorized as skilled dorIcers . - Thoughtives or

21, 55% were
of the unemployed Negroes were unskilled

B

rT- INCOPE
A\ -\

sent the
r950-1960 .

only 29% of the
,023 among whites . The difference seems pa:ntl-cu-

in view of the fact that a higher proportion of Negro famiIY
are in the labor , force . The data in the previous. section on

t a higher proportion of Negro males
are in the labor force than is the

/

lere Ig a relatively smaller differentIal between Negroes_ and whites
nor- urban as compared with rural .persons . In 1960 the average incorne
f urban Negroes was ,33% of the average among whites, a decline from

ji@ in' 1950 . The urban Negro family in 1960 had an avqrage Income ' of
;871, compared with an average of about $2600 for whites . Between 1950
ind 1.960 the average income of'urban- whites increased some $800, whereas
inlong Negroes it increased less than $200, Among rural persons t;hq
.';edian ' income of Negroes increased from #390 in 1%O to $474 in 1960
?b'en it was about 31% of the average for white persons . -This represen-'
,ad a relative decline from the $3§O average of 1950 when the .rural
iegro 1 s 'average income was 41% of the average among rural whites . The
:i)ney income of .both Negro and white persons IIving on farrns remained

, .o\i and increased relatively le6s than that of rural non--farm and
rban families in the years 19/b5–1949 ,
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- Statistics revealing_ housing conditions for Mississipp'i Ne£:roes

- cla$sifted as elth.er deterioratin£, dr dilapidat bd ., Of- 'the /

r+ i ./ t
§’:-f;

+
iE \I

’ occ0'pied , and 61.9% were-’rerite+....o.ccQpied '(significdptly out of
line with the national/proportion of owner-and ren,tir-.ocQupieq ,

i }

-homes, in ' rural areas , d ver 75% are . without' ally piped' water at all,
, and over 90% ; of these rural homes ' had no flu-sh toilets , no

ba'th.tub and no gtlower; ( see table 18 ) ; - ' ’
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1: : : i ? ? i :1 d : : t : i n : 1 0 i ;r 6 t t u i : u : :s , only one.-third Can be
nditio}1 ; the others have t)eea
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Report for Miss . Field Staff , continued'

Table 6' -- Popula,tion of Mississippi, by 'co:Lor Rn(i urban-'rul?a:L residenee,
1960 - ’." “ - - _ ’ , "' ' - ' ,', ~

:\

+-
f

h

}

\>':
266,507

[ Ru : : ? ! ! i ; i m S : : i :• g g i t : 1 g : i g g r I e : i § : iii \ : Eg : gEE
. '(Source: U.S. Bur6au of the Census) . ' . ' --'

Table 7 --, Urban and rufa1 migration, by -race, in Mi.ssissipp+, 1950-1960
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- Table 8 --' County Breakdown of Population and MigratiQn
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% Nonwh jteCount: , PoT>u:LRt;ian
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' 13.2
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2§:g

' ii ::
: „ ' . 38.5
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'3£

18, 695

g:iii
9 # 51+6

32: 988
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6, 500
6, 511
2 , 520
8,245
6, 492
9i7:L9

3r,58£
14, 059
4, 7l+1

14 , 643
. 1;},752

2

37i 730
25 , 282
:L5i 573
219335

79 723
54 , 464
15 , 941
:LI i 177
16, 891
8, 423

IO , 845
16, 493
:1.82993
46 , 212
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239 89:1,
52 , 722
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Clay
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Re$ort' for Miss . Field Staff , continued
TAble lo --. Years of school completed .by persons 25 or oldef ,, 1960

y:

White ---- grade 11

Tab:Le 11 -,- Employment status, .pf. the civilian', nohinstitut;tonal popu:La'
tion in MissIssippi, by 'color and sex, 1960 (% distribvtion)

Employment
status and
sex .

White Nont3h:Lte

artian 1 rural ' I rural
non-:farm I farm

urban I rural
non-farm

rural
farm

100
Both sexes :

Total, 14
years and
over

100 100 100100,100

57.6

42 .2+

96 ..O
It .o

49 . 3

50.7

45 . i

44 .'9

45.7

44 . 3

92 . 9
,7.1

48.9

51.1

96.3
3 P 7

' 58.1

41 .9

in labor force
Rg

l
12

Not in labor
force

in :I ntror force
emp:Loy6d
unemployed

91.2
8.8

Females :

Total, 14
. ; years and

over

100 100 100 100 100 , 100

In labor force 1 37 :7 24.1 48.929 . i 30.5

69 . 5

21 .5

Not in :La,bor
force

In :Labo r force
i employed
: unemployed

62 . 3

92 : i,

, 78.5

90.2
9.8

70.9

95.o
5.o

I

I L/

75 . 9

95.0
5.o
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1 ! !1f
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92 .6
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Report for Nli5s . Field Staff , c6ntinued

Table 14 ---- .industry grouping of employed persons, 1960 (perc6ntage
' ' distribution ) .

IJ

q
\:

XI

\ \

I
I

NON\'JHI TEiNDUSTRY

U-FilinI

3..i
6.7

3:Ji-1; e

nr cultie-
[ Many fac,turinG
Wholesale

trade
Mining
Tran6 por bae ion
Cotnrnunica t i ons ’
and other pub:
1 Ic utilitIes
IRetai1 Trad.e
Service

ind=JIG tries
Indu'itry not

reported

,\

2.4
0.2

1.3
0.i

a ' o
8 JS

3-5 . 9

2.1

3.6
14.4

55.1

2- . 6

fC-:
U

f.}A

,{

(Source : U.S. B\ureau of the cu11bLs)

, Tabje iS Major group' 6ccupat.loi of the experienced unemployed,

Group

Professional
Fa.Pmer-s a-rId farm managerQ
Managers, officials , proprietors
Clerical. and kindred workers
Sa,les workers
Craftsmen, forernen an'd kindred
C)perabtvos - and kindred - w orkers
PrfLV.ate household workers
Service workers , except private

household workers
Farm lab bre i? S and fore rn (- in
Labc.)re:'s, except farm a'rd mine
0c'cupation8 not reporbe'i

(Source: U.S. Bureau of bha Census)

Table i6 -- Median income for persons, 1950 and 1960

ed air :el -- i:i–.-–B-u;ii::J- - if -tIle-: ,–ceriij; )

XI

.J

R

4..4 1 2:d

a

1.1 1 o.2'
d.I I o.1

3:3
7.4

31.7

1 ..9

1.5
1.7

12.4

1.P

FIa :L
lun=

2.4
3.2
3..5
Lb.4
1+.O '

28:5
29 . 1
0.1

3.o
. 4.8
13.3
3.7

iQ

IJHI TE

29 .i

2.5
o.9

20.1

4, . 6
1.3

4.8 1 . 6'.1
16:91 20.9

26-.i } '3r .i

3i3
16.9

23 .0

i.7i.91 2;:2

Femq le
Drl\',1

o . 6
3.5
0.2
0.c)
0 .'2

IO .4
21 , 1
o..7

5.5
0.4
2.5

1.8 . 6
10.9

1 .2
35.2
2.4

'6 „1
2,1.5
31.9
3.o

12.5
2.4
o.7
7.6

' F

Mg
1a rTT]

n
20.2

1 .1
o.8

b

2 .'8
7.5

lo . 8

1.8

1960 (g)

.}
BRiTiSH

1.2
3.2

. 0.1
o .. 6
0.5
SIt

39.8

<.:/

'\

iLl

iF

12 , 8
31 . 5
1.0
3.7

J

If$1
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Report fdr Miss . Field ' Staff , Continued

J ' ,Table 18 -- N6gro housing in'Mississipp:L, 1960

It::::’;:'':t:bF{
I

Pq;f

E
Ff+J-'I;\i

.(, =f, j .i

E
!!•11H : :
{ iftr

fF

4
L’- fr

i
I .Toilet Facilities

Flush Toilet- ,

excIQsive use 1 62 :160
Flush Toilet, shared, use - 7,570
None - . i 13?, 881

BattIii& Facilities - I
Bathbub or sho..ver , I

. exclusive use ' I " J+4, 991
Bathtub or shower, shared , 2;207
Nb bathtub or shower ' I 160, 413

i.

111)
;{,:::

i, I'i

If

}-t:

.}-.",-,}-?:.:,: i',..,,.; -li{'):,i:
\i 1

+:: iC=:,;:!i<:-,:Fi''.f '';!i
-i }==:' -t:; b

A,

f

'q}

(

StaLe T,ota 1
I

207, 611
79 ? 059

38.i
128, 552

61 .9

Total Housing Units
owner-occupied , (#)
owner-occupied (%)
renter-occupied (#)
renter-occypied - (%)

Condition
Odner -OCcupied ':

s otInd
deteriorating
dilapidated

-Renter-OccUpied
s ou,nd
d &'teri ora t. ing
dilapidated

36, 656
27 J 545
14, 858

33, 168
52 9 629
42 i 755

I'later Suppl#
Hot and Cold \'later,

piped in side
On:Ly coicil Hat;er,

piped, inside
Piped water outside
NQ pip.ed \later

I+O, 870

39 J IOI
27 j 502

IOO, 138

(Source : V. P . Bureau of the . Cunsus )1

f\' .I> ",$/$ri.-';-. l-.''’: ;,: /':I.J'a$ '_':1

>

A:' ': $ ;:.:i+: :$:i& Lb,i$=!-' :-s . ?T:L . :::- '- 'I--I 'i&

i

&

-1\

li
\

F

Urban

77, 824
32 i 9:L3

42 : 3
44, 911
. 57.5

17i 677
: IQ, o05

5 , 231

15 , 294
152937
13 , 680

. 33,181

30 i 376
10, 229
4,038

!

52 , 481
6 i 965

18, 378

36 i 333
1 , 807 ~

39 , 68.4

hI

'V

},

/

I

./

Ru ra~1

1292 787
46, 146

35.6
83 , 641

64.4

J

tx.

I= { I

18 / 979
17,540

99 627

17, 874
36, 692
29 i 075 i

7 i 689

8 i 725
17 / 273
96, roQ

\{

tx

9 i 679
6'05

119 J 503

8, 65'8
400

120 , 729
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