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AIR FORCE REFUSES TO 
PLACE SEL1'1A OFF LIMI'J~S 

FOR IMMEDIATE REIEASE 
September~ 1963 

WASHINGTON r;~ D Co September 23 .... The Air Force has declined it;o act on 

a request fro the Student Nonvi.olent Coordinating Committee (SNOC) 

that Sel matJ A . . abama be d e clared off limits to personnel from Cra:ig 

Air Forc e Bas o 

The reg,u(l) st was made by Worth Long$ SNCC staf'f coordinat or;r in 

a conference k th Craig Conmmnder Richar>d_A11lt on Monday. Septembe.J." 

:l.6o The requ · st W2.ls !•einforced vJi th a telegram f'rom SNCC Chairman 

~c !.-m Lewis to Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara aftier Lone: f s arrest 

2.:. - ~ beating in a Selma jail last Monday evening, 

The Department of Defense said here Colonel Ault had turned down 

the request b b cause T1the commander may not intervene on behalf of per-

sons not unde :> his c orumand .:, n 

A.fter i; e first refusal SNCC wired McNamara and Colonel Ault, a­

gain asking ~hat Selma be placed off limits to help settle racial prob-

lems thereo 

68 demonst:r•ators vJere arres ted the re Nonday_, September 16~) and 

Long 0 who was an observer at the d.emonstrations 8 was arrested and b eat e 

by Deputy Sh ,riff' Wo To Marvel in the jailo 

Over 10® demonstrators have be en jaile d there in a week of' protes i· 

In Atlal .tas SNCG Chairman John Lewis said demonstrations would 

I 
continue thei~e until nevery vestige of segregation has been removedo 11 

The Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee began working in 

· ~ R_ and Da l las County in Februa:;."y 11 1963o 

The Atlanta-based student anU.-~s0gregation group maintains voter 

registration and direct action projects in Alabama.p Mississippi, 

Georgiai Louisiana!) Virginia and Ma:r:y1and.., 
~n '3CJ-


