
AN APPEAL TO ALL CITIZmlS OF AMERICUS & SUMTER COUNTY 

Dear Parent s and Students , 

On Friday, August 27th , thirt;y- two of our children ; 
in a protest march arottnd Staley Junior High were arrested , 
They were J)rote~:~tiDg the jailing ahd brutal treatment of 
other school childr en who were or a r e now beillg hel d i n Lees­
burg , Dawson and Americus . .All Negr oes all over the world 
a r e fighti ne for equal oppor tunities to be firat class 
citizen~:~ . This is a cauae· w6r t h fighting for , 

On Sat urday and Sunday; August 27th and 28th , 13~h 
of t he smaller g irls and boys , age 12 and under wer e r el ease d 
into the custody of their parents . This is the tear render ing 
r epor t that they bro~ht bacl~ to the outside world . 'rhere are 
almost a hundred of our girls and boys hol d in the Leesburg 
jai l . This place was eo filt~y that the l ittl e ones begeed 
for and -~'inally were given a broom to sweep the floor. There 
are no mattreaa~s , sheets nor covers for those who are hel d 
thcre( th'l ones tr.t.e.t were ther e were burned by the first .s-roup 
because they were filthy and were infented with b ed buds ) all 
of the children- even the young~st ones are sle eping in their 
cl othes on dirty concrete floors . The only drinking water 
availa'Pl-e to thP..:m is l hat from a :filth~r showP.r which al l of 
them refuse to use for ba~hs . They uold their hands in cup­
l ike fashion and drL"lk the water i'l'Om t.l ·is ·shower. The toileills 
a r e stopped up and the smell i s unbearable . 

Four wrinkled up col d ,mpalatal')le hamburgers are 
thrust at them each morninP: a hd these xn;.st las-t until other~ 
aro;~ brought t.h~ :f611ow~ :nornillf< . As a result of this our 
children are suf~erinp from upset stomachs , bO~ls , oonetipa­
tion, sor e backs , and many other ailments that are caused 
by poor diet and filth. 

If there is any race pr1lide in you, -th en , you will 
agree with the other Americus and SUmter courtty N~groes that 
1 t i s time t o act N0\7 • Our boys and 1-~irls f'r om the l et 
thru the 1 2t h gradeswilJ. stay out oF school until every 
chil d who is in jail is free t o go to school. If the!;e boys 
and eirls can ~it in jajl in pain and ~uf~erin~ , t hen , -the 
ot hers can sacrifice a few days or wee1~s or even months out 
of school to h elp the cause. Any gains or losses made by 
t hese acts will be for the whol e l~egro race . 

If ther e parents who because o~ certRin pressures 
cannot p~rtic±pate ~or ALLOW their children t~ particip~te 
t;h.en, thPy can keep t l!ei:t' childrer_ at home and make the 
Boyc~tt 1 00 per cent efrective . Thie ef~ort is not aimed 
at the school 1 but is tn convh¢e t!:Lose in authority that 
our p eople can " stic!t'' tot~"ther. It. cost t h e State of 
Geore-ia and Sumter Connty ooney when om· cilild.ren stay out 
oi' school and it cost t b ·m ~oney when our c~dren f'ill the 
jails up . They do not v~nt t his eo l~>t ' s .force them turn 
our chil.d.ren out and let -l;iicm o;o to acLool. If you 2'e 
wHlin~ to !J.el-:p ·fill the jail s , come e.nd. March Tuesday . If 
you can ' t , then, eta~ at 210JI.e o.nd ~el:p the J Luse • 

• 
P . S . On the l ar-t Saturday, Attcmey C .B . Xing was i n 

Americus ne,.otiatil'lp vn th ,Tudge James rr . Sllli th in the SUmter 
Co'l.ll1ty Court Hou.se . His car was J?ar!.::ed i n f'ront of the 
Shrrifi' ' e 0-ffice . \','hen he retl.u•ned -!:o his car, he found that 
mure.ti~ aie ( wl"rich is used to clean bricks , etc . ) had beE-n · 
poured all over the part Of the eea-t ~·hecre he sits t o dr ive . 
He has had to l eave hie car i n Amer icus . 


