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Americus , Geo r gia is l ocated deep in t he Black Belt, in Sumter 
County . Ne groe s make up more t han 50% of t he rura l county's populatio· 
Many people know of Americus only because of t he city's long history 
of violence aeainst Koinonia (Greek: friends hip) Farm, a small cooperP 
tive farm which does not close its doors to a man because of his r ace , 

Fi eld workers for t he Student Nonviol en t Coordinating C~mitte ; 
have been here since January 1963 . They have been helping t he Sumter 
County M0 vement r e gister voters a nd aidin g attempts by l ocal Nerroes 
to use the front door of a movi e house instead of t he rear balcony 
en tra nc e . 

In t he course of t his past sumner more t han 200 Americus Nep-roe · 
~ave been arrested for participating in voter re p-istration drives , 

~ ceful demonstrations and attempts to use t he movie house front door 

On April 25, Ralp h ~llen, a SNCC worker , was beaten on t he 
street after he ha d taken a Negro woma n to vote at t he Sumter County 
court house . 

SNCC ~ORY- FRS ARRFSTED ON CAP ITAL CHARGES 

On t he night of August 8 , police an d state patrolmen dispersed 
250 Ne groes singin~ in front of a Ne gro cafe by shooting into t he air 
and brandishing billy clubs . They slugged t heir way t hroug h t he gr oup 
to 21 year old SNCC worker Don Harr is , arrested him and dra gged him to 
t he police car, but not until t hey had beaten hi m in t he street. 
The Negroe s scattered to defend t hemselves . SNCC workers Ralph Allen 
an d Jo hn Perdew , a long wi t b l ocal youth Thomas ~1 cDa niel, were trampl e 
by pol ice and beaten . Anot her l oc~ youth, Salli e Mae Durham , was 
punc hed sever~times by police of ficers . The four wer e arrested~ 

The t hree SNCC workers were c harged wit h " incit i n g to insurrec · 
ion," a cap ital fe lony whic h carries t he deat h penalty (Georgia Code 
26 - 902 ). 

All of t he fi ve have been cha r ged (in add ition to t he 
insurrection cha r ge for t he SNCC workers ) with unlawful assembl y , 
un~wful r ioting , and obstruction of a lawful arrest . All but Perdew 
were charged with assault and battery . 

McDanie l s and Durham are i n jail now wit h bonds of $ 20 1 000 ea c 
However, t he judge r efus ed to set bonds for t he SNCC workers, and 
furt her eight peace bonds totalling $120,000 were lodged . 

MORv ARRBSTED - JAIL TREATMENT 

175 Negroes started walking toward t he police station t he next 
night , August 9 , to protest t he arrests and beatings of t he previous 
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night. As t hey wal~ d by t wo's across a lot (to avoi d blocking side
walks), police, armed with guns, clubs and batt e ry-operated electric 
cattle prods app eared., The C5. t y ii1ars ba l l and Pol:i.ce Chambliss asked if 
t hey had a. parade permit o Before t hey could answer 9 "the off icers 
started blud geoning groups of boys and girls with clubs and t he cattle 
proddars, which g ive a severe s hock and l oave bur n marks on t he fles h," 
accord ing to John Le Barn um, Jr., 'J.lreasurer of t he Sumt er County r .. 10 vemen t 

rU lton Wilkerson, 19, Emanuel McClendon , 67, Thomas Douclas, 16, 
an d Jo hnny Boynton, 16 , all r equir ed stitches to close t he wounds on 
t heir heads .. 

Mos t of the pe rsons in t hat group were arrested ., 

T ~1e stox-y of t heir treatment in jail was presented when t he 
Student Nonviolen t Coordinating Committee brcught s evt~ral witnesses t;u 
Atlanta f o r a p~e ss conference on September 9? Photo grap hs t aken by 
.:-:xcc sta ff me:nber Donny Lyon at t he Leesburg r Ga. stockade were 
~ ... :1 ibitud ., 20 g i. r ls, 9·-13 years old v1ere held t here for as long as one 
~!<J nt h in a c ell 8 7 xl0 ' .x.30 ' ., Al3 o s hown wer e t he twa C 1.)tnmod e s wh ich 

.• ere broken a::ld elogged u~ so t hat t ~~~ re wa s n o d ispor:!~ l. (T:1e r i:i·ls ~v er..e 
: ed only four hemburger R d~ ily . They had no b 2ds, s prings or mat tres s e& 
;ompla int s about th6se ~oYJ ditions to the Amer i c us Boar d of Hea lth and 
~ e Geor gia Board 0f Hea lth bro~gh~ no inve s tigation ~ 

BY-STA~DERr S LEG BROKEN FI POLICE 

James Williams , wearing a cast on h is le ~ , was also presented 
at t he press c onfere nceo He ~ad not been in a demon s tration~ The 
followin g is an exce r pt f r om hi s n ot a rized a f fi da v i t : 

" I started across t he s t ree t to the cafe. A p oli ceman s houted , 
' Halt. 1 and we wer e sca r ed n ~d s t opped o Then Gene Mann ran away. 
I talked wi t h t he pol icemen o~ Lee Street fa c ing As t by . Then a 
panel truck with t wo state pa trslma n ma de a b ig knot on my head 
beh i nd my l eft ear with h i s billy clubo He didn 1 t say anyt hi n iT 
to me befo~a he did it. I f e ll down and t he t wo stat e pat rolmen 
started hitting me up side t he head they hi t me wi t h £e>~c t hi ng 
like a basebe.l l ba t. I can't; de scribe t he pair. . But my whole 
head felt swoll e n and t he blood was gushing ~ own my f ace r I 
told t hem I c ouldn ' t ge t up~ • • The pol i cemen with t he~ sR i d 9 'Let 
me have hi m,' and he stomped me on t he le g . They kept asking me 
t o gs t; up . Tl1::. n t he s t a t e patrol man pull ed out a ' hot s hot.', a 
l ong silver look i ng stick run by ba tteries a nd burned me in t he 
r ight r i b s ec t l 0~ ~ o.T l1ey took me to jail. Then t hey laid me down 
by one of t ho c e l ls a nd went out • •• About a half hour l a ter they 
toe~ ne out by t ~e cc2cr e t e s tep s •• ~When t hey got me out on t he 
st;c-:ps they 3.'1id , .1\1\i ho de yon work for> I boy? I I tol d them , ~ oThen 
t hey said: 1V:e better c a rry this son of t:1 b itc h to t he car and 
get him to t he hospital. 1 

On Augu~t 17, 3S more ware arres t e d when t hey went to pray at 
·he pol ic e sta t i or~.. Among them wos Cr)RR wor ker Zev Aelon.y, He was 

.. ~ orged wlth "inc i ting to insurrection .," He ha d been following t ~1e 
up at 8cme di s tanc e . 
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At t his date 59 local people remain in jail , "farmed out" to jails 
•·rorkcarnps su:::>rounding Americus o Tbeir bonds ore about $200 each 

1.: ~~ be posted in cash which is not available here. 

On August 13, t he early edition of the Atlanta Constitution 
carried an announcement by the Jus1~'!.ce Department t ha tJ;•g:t inv'ssiTgations 
in Americus revealed no evidence of police brutality. 

BOUND OVER TO NOVHJI.1BER COURT 

In en Aug~st 20 hearing before Justice of t he Peace Brad ley, 
3olicitor Stephen Pa c e represen t ed the state; Attorn ey c . B. Ying , of 
\lbany~ Ga., represented t he defendants. They were bound over to t be 
Juperio:.."' Court which does not convene until November., 

For t hree weeks no visits to t he prisoners were allowe d o Tt e 
four held lJnde r inGurr·er: t.Jon cl1nr gA .s c:re ~l till being hc:J.d inc c:-:i;-r.un:ie;adc _ 
4ttorney King has been continually harrassed whi l e reoresenting t he 
7oung men. On Se;>tember 3 the criver 7 s seat of his cor was burned 
with acid while he t a l ke d wit h Jud ge James V· e Smith . 

Tl1 rs. Theresa V i ggins Shields !J Secretary of the S1..<mter County 
' ovement, sai d Negroes hoped for t he establishment of a bi - racial 
~o'Tlmission, Mayor T. Griffin Wc::. lker and Ci t y Engineer Charles WheR tley 

0 1ld not agree to t he fcm1ation of suc h a committee .. Tbe mayor said 
e had no authority nor any plans to bring the issue before t he City 
o uncilo 

Newspaper reporters have been intimidate d . Police Chief 
3mbliss forced Atlant a JJurnal r eporter ~ alter Ru~aber from t he 

:~ ":;ment hearing on Augu'Bt-~~07' Chambliss overruled t he judge in 
~ him from t he hearing , r equired to be open to t he public by l aw . 

REMA I N IN JAIL 

Don Harris~ graduate of Rutgers Univers i ty; Ralph Allen, on 
ea ve from Trinity College; and John Perdew, student at Harva rd 
~llege--are still in jail. SNCC wcrkers have estimated t hat t hey may 
3Ve to stay in jail fo r t wo yea~s before all lepa l proceedin~s ere 
)mpleted . Loca l people remsin also~ unable to post their bonds . 

'\. CTS C0FPILED FROM: 

• 

• 

• 

.. 

The report cf SNCC reporter Mike Sayer, after six days spent gat her
i ng da ta in Ameri~us~ 
Tape recordin~s made in Americus (after t he release on probation 
of so~e of t h~ l :c~l people G~rested d~ring August) by Alan Riboack, 
President of Ptolemaic Enterpris es , Inc., Audio Produ~tions . 
Eleven ( }.]_) sworn notarized affidavits .from James Willinms J 

Henrietta Ful ler , Elizabet h Thomas , Lorine Sanders, Robertina 
Freeman, Lcrena Barnum, Emma Jean Times, Thomas i\1c Grady, Lena 
Turner, Bobby L~ Jones , citiz~ns of Americus. 
Press co~fersnce held in Atlanta , September 9 , at which witne sses 
spnke , nnd p hotographs were exhibited o 
Photog:r·c.phs by SNCC staff mcmoer Danny Lyon. 
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6. The Atlanta Constitution . 
7. Attorney C. EQ King 's -Office t Albany, Gao 
8. Letters from t he t hree SNCC worlters while in jall. 

LETTER OF RALPH ALLEN FROT.1 TSE SUI'I!TER COUN'l'Y JAIL. This letter, dated 
"S"ept or?irJSl' -:l3, wass"eritTrom-t he ]a i"1w1~€ire--£l~ e: {our young men are 
incarcerated. It was Emuggled out, since they are not allowed to send 
letters nor to receive t hem. 

To V·, hom it Hay Concern; 

I am writing from t he Sumter County jail in Americus, Geor~ia, 
where I have been i ncarcerated for t he past 37 days. My n ame is 
Ralp h Allen an d I am a white student on leave from Trinity College 
in Ha rtford , Connec t icut, where I comple ted t wo an d one 1-}alf yearL 
of study t owa rd my BA degree~ For a little over a year now I t a vc 
been working wit h t he StudGnt Nonviolent Coordinating Committee i r. 
Southwest Georgia. 

On t he even i ng of August 8, I attende d a mass me eting of t he 
Sumter Count y Movew3nt, an or ga ni za tion of Sumt er County Ne groes 
formed to direct l ong yea rs of bla ck di scontent into c hunnels of 
peaceful direct ac t i cn~ At t he me eting , which wa s he l d at a Ne gro 
t?. h urc h , I talked about t bo i mp ort anc e of r e giste r ing bl a ck voters i r 
·onjunction wlt h recent wa ves of demonstrations which ha d swep t t be 
c ity under· t he aus pic<3S of t he movemen t;. Aft er t he meet ing , I 
walke d toward the cent er of t ~e Ne gro section of town wit h a group 
of black frien ds c Re were looking for t he SNCC car and for a fello~ 
SNCC worker, Don Harris of t he Bronx , New York . As we neared t he 
intersection above t he churc h where t he meeting ha d been held , t herf 
were t wo g r o ups of Ne gr oe s lined up on t he s i de'.v a l k s on e it her sid e 
of t he street, and a gr oup of police stand ing i n and across t he 
intersection. The Ne gr:Jes be gcm s ingi ng , so I deliberate ly he l d 
back , t hinkin~ t hat I did n ot want to risk arre st because I wa s 
supposed to transport people t o t he courthous e to re gister to vote 
t !:1e nex t day. 

However, as I approac he d t he int e rsection I saw t he police arres 
Don Harri s, a Ne gro who has been workinf wit h t he movement in 
Americus for many montts . When t h e police a r rested Don , he . sat 
do\:n in an a t t i t ud e of p eaceful non-cooperation. Then, as p e oDle 
beran to surge i n t o the st ::..""'eet, I wa l k ed up to t he inters l3ction 
an d ask e d aome people to move back onto t he sidewa l k unless t hey 
wan ted t o b e a r r es t e d wit h Don, and to tell them t hat if t hey 
wan ted to be arr~ste d with Don, t hey sho~ld sit in t he s treet with 
hi..-n . Then I a g:ain retreG t e d back down t he street from t he inter
s ection. As I d i d two t hi~gs hap pened : a squad c a r arrived to tah 
Don to j ail and some one be gan t hr 0wing what appeared to be bricks 
and bottles. Thes e missle s did not c ome from t he demonstrators 
but from beh ind a gr oup of buildings wh icL1 face into t he intersecti · 

Police t hen began to wa de into t he crowd of demonstrators wit h 
clubs driv i ng t her.J. back down t he street with me l/ while someone in 
>~in ,:-J. ot hes s tood a t t he i n ters ection firing a p istol in t he air. 
·.: P~·~·pJ. e c ame b y m& , I stopped b3ck o:f:f t he si d0walk to let t hem 

p a ss . Then t he city marsh3ll c harged me from across t he street and 
hi t me a couple of times on t hs back an d s houlders wit h a small 
object before I could back away out of his rangeo I then noticed 



5 
another white SNCC worker, John Perdew, as t he mars hall attacked 
him. After beating Pe r dew up for a few sec on~ s , he came after me 
and hit me t wice on t he bea d wit h a billy club before I turned 
away a gain. 

Then he said , "Vd1en I s ay 'run' you' d better run, you nigger
levin 1 son of a bitch . 11 

He t hen proceeded to drive Perdew and me behind a group of 
building s t hrou gh t he parking lot and back into t he intersection 
wit h repeated lick s of h is billy about our head and s h o ul ders. 
Once in t he inters e ction I was surrounded by a e roup of city 
police. One of t hem was yellin g at me and wanted to beat me some 
more~ but t he othe r s c a l med him d own. My hea d wa s streamin g bloo~ 
I asked one of t he police if I were under arrest and one of t hem 
sai d , 1 Yes. 1 I asked , what for, and was tol d , "Disorderly con duc t. 
I wa s tak en to t he city jail and then to t he hospital where my 
hea d was partly s have n and patc hed . 

The following day Don Ha:-ris, John Perdew , Sally ~'! ae Dur\1am 
and Junior T~ acDanie l s (t '1e l atter t wo from Americ us) and I were 
move d to t he Swnter County .Ja il . A f ew d ays later we we re tol d t hE 
a ll five of us wer e c harge d with "as sault enj battery," "rioting ," 
''unlawfu l assembly;" an d "5_n t e rfe r inp: wi t h a l awful arres t . 11 l)on , 
Jo hn a n d I were c ha r ged wit h "inci t in g e n i nsurre ction, 11 a capital 
offensa .. 

About a week later, we were ta ken to a hearing where our l awyer , 
C. B. Ying of Albany , Georgia, was consistently overrul ed . The 
hearin g served to indicate only t ha t t he state will cont i nu e to hol 
us in jail despite what appears to b e utter lack of evide nc e . Don , 
John and I are being he l d wi t hout bond. Eigh t pea ce wa rrants have 
also been lodge d a ga inst us s totalling ~r40 , 000 for eac h of us , 
gr $ 1 20 ,000 . We are sc hedul ed to a ppear before t he Sup erior Court 
in November, when t he te rm opens . 

s/ Ra.l ph Allen 

SOME FACTS ON THE BASIS F'OR FEDERA L ACTION 

Sec tion 242 of t he U. S . Criminal Code creates a l ega l basis for 
f e deral prosecution of: 11\t\ hoever , under color of any law •• o willfully 
sub ject s ••• any inhabitant of any State , •• to t he depriva t ion of any 
ri ghts~ privil e ges , or immun i t i es secured or protecte d by t he Const i
tuti on a nd l aws of t he United Stat es ••• " 

A tri~ l on t his b a sis , not invol v inc misd emeanors, d oes not even 
r eqnire indic tments frora a grand jury . c>~osecut i on may t ake place by 
t he p res ent ation of i nfonnat ion by t he Justice Department. 

Within t h e present Rd ministrative ma c hine~y for enforcin g federa l 
law , on t he a dvice or order of t he J u s tice Department , t he U. s . 
~ttorney of a judicia l ~istrict may fil e a civi l s uit (t hi s may also 
be done by a Civil Ri g hts Di v is ion lawye r from t he Department) ask ing 
t ha t t he feder al court issue an i n jun c tion to forbi d specified 
part ies frum en ga ging i n · c ertain pr-actices depriving ind ivid ua ls of 
constituti ona l r i gh t s c 
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The "Albany Report," by Howard Zinn (former professor at Spelman 
College ) published by t he Sout hern Regional Counci l and reported in t ~ 
New York Times in 1962, notes, "In t be Debs case of 189.5 t here was no 
specific l egiSlative basis for an injunction, yet t he Supreme Court 
ruled t hat the federal government could get one, salting: "Every 
governmento.ohas a ri ght to apply t o its own courts' in matters which 
t be Constitution has entrusted to t !1e care of t he national p.:overnment. 
T'1e Court said: "The entire strengt h of t he nation may be used 
t o enforce in any part of t he land t he full and free exercise of all 
1 1tional powers and t ~e security of all rights entrusted by t he 

.. .3 titution to its care." 

In a letter to t he New York Times, dated September 19g Howard Zi~n 
along with Murray Yempton,--eart-or---61 t he New Republic, and Professo -~ 

Tbomas Pet ti r-:rew, a special ist in race relati on~s at Harvard , propose 
t he f or mation of ''spec 1al fe deral force of civil ri g11ts a gents -·- E - ·" e: 
--for equality ." They suggest t he creation of t he special force by 
presidential orde r wit h " sever al t housand fe der al agents ( similar to -
t t e T-men of t he Tr easury Department, who also bave a single function) 
to stand permanent guar d t broughout t he Deep South in t he prot ect ion 
of t he constitutional ri~hts of t he people in t hat regiono This forcr 
would ha ve t he aut hority to make arrests on t he spot (unlik e t be FBI , 
whic h apparen tly can only stand by and t ake notes wh ile peoplA are 
be aten ) t he moment a move is made to violate t ~1e Fourteen:; h Amendme nt 
•• • The Pr es i dent: at t hi s mom~nt , has con s titutional and 5t8tutory 
basis for c~ e~ ting s uch a f orce and eiving i t such authority ; " despi t e 
his insistence t hat more le gislative authorization is neede d from 
Cong ress , t hey state. 

The letter continues: "The ol i statut e use d by Eisenhower in 
t he Little Rock situation says t he Pres i dent 'by using t he militia 
or t he a r med forces, or bot h , or by any other means, s hall ta k- e such 
~ea sures as he considers necessa ry' to protect t he constitutional 
r i gtts of a s tate!s inhab itants i f local officials ' are unable , fail 
or refuse' to protect t hem ." 

Attorney Arthur R. Ca l dwell, Assistant to Burke ~:~ ars l1all, Head of 
t he Civil Ri ghts Divi s ion , Ju stice Department , stated: "It is t he 
~ eprivation of t hese Fe derally protected ripht s by a law enforcement 

·ent acting un~er color of law t hat ca lls for investi r-:ation by t he 
8nci prosecution by t he Department of Justice ••• If t he invest i ga tl ( 

.• u icates t hat t ~1 e law has been violated t he Civil Ri gh t s Di v i sion 
-· i rects t he United States Attorney of t he appropriate district to 
present t he facts to a grand jury whe re an indictment may be returned . 
If t he grand jury doe s not indic tg t he United States A.ttorney 
prosecutes t he case in t he local Fede r a l Distr:i.c t r.our t ." ("The 
Federal Goverumen t and Ci vil Rights," released from t !1e Justice 
Department , July 23, 1963 .) 

"If t hese four young men must remain in jail for t wo-

fou.r years until t he case reac hes t he Supreme Court , it 

will r est on t he cons~icnc:G of every American who failed 

to urge immedia te f edera l prosecution of Sumter County 

officials. 11 --- John Lewis, Chairman , Student Nonviolent 
Coorr'l i no -1::. in~ Couuni ttee 



EXC.F.RPTS FROM ELEVEN AM"~<;RICUS AFFIDAVITS 

,orine Sanders, bein g d uly sworn deposes and says: 

I was arrested July 1 9 with 42 others while on t~ e way to t b e City 
'all to protest t he arres t of t ~e seven people t hat wer e arreste~ for 
rying to pur~ t:ase ticke ts at t he Martin Tbea t er. T ~1e e:r oup c onsisted 
"' e i p:bteen youn r. adults an t) t wenty-four a dults ••• While t be group was 
_ ~ i ing and sin gin e- , Chie f C~1ambliss wi t!1 t ~:ree officers , Sberiff 

~. · e ll, an d a number of stat e troopers; Chief Chambliss s aid : 
' i. ~ ..J... right, you people are under arrest .. " He !lad not tol d us to d i spers 
Al l of us s at down except t wo ot her peopl e ~ ~ g i rl, Lena Turner, stood 
rea "ling a bible and a boy knelt. S"leriff Chappell scre A!11ed to t he boy , 
" Sit down, nigga r, wit!-1 the r e st of t !~ e crowd ." He t t1en l ooked at t ~e 
girl an G said , " You sit down, too. You feel like a fro g too. Jump, 
damn it." ••• I spent fifty-two da ys a n d fifty-t hree nig!1ts in t h e city 
jail of Americus ••• " 

Robertina Freeman , b ein g d uly s worn depos e s and s a ys: 

:f":.B.m 13 yea rs old a n d was i n Leesburg stocka de from August 21 to 
Aug ust 31~ . .. The r e were t wo t oil ets and t !1ey wer e stopped up v .. rl: e n I got 
t .1ere. T~1ey wouldn't work . At first t hey ha d to us e t !1em because 
t hey ha d nothing e lse ••• But soon t hey wer e overflowing a n d coul dn't be 
used a nymore . Tl-:! en t !1e girls startie fi urinating in t he drain nea r t he 
s hower •• • T'1e very n ext t)ay t he guards took away our remaining beds 
because we wer e singing an d prayin g . So t hen we started sleeping on 
t h e fl oor with no ma tt resses , no bed s , no b l a nkets , no sheets , no 
noth ing . T!: e f loor was wet wi t h the waste material from when t hey !; ad 
been dr agging t h e mattresses out of t ~e cell ••• 

-Jorena Ba rnum being duly sworn deposes and says: 

I am e l e ven years ol n ••• The on l y wa t e r available came f r om t he 
J hower. The r e were t wo t in cups for t !1e 32 c hil0. ren . T!1e wa t e r was 
·a rm and sometimes ho t. It msted rusty and sometimes looked cloudy . 

e s h ower was so filt hy where you hari t o walk with your s hoes off t ba t 
; one took s llowers when I was t here ••• One late evening t wo of t he girl s 
~ ni ck . One g irl ba ~ a bad ~ear t and t he ot her a bad append ix . One 

-:;- .J_ •• •;;as trembling so bad and t h e other was crying an d asking for help 
.:,> we called for t he guard . He i gnored us fo r about 15 minutes a nd 
w l~ en be came , h·e said t hat be wo uldn ' t come a r ain until t he othe r white 
man woul d come home . We' called again and after seve ral hours t he 
ot her man c ame . He said t here was not hi n g wron g wit h t • e g irls . He 
sai d "If t hey aren ' t dead by morning , we 1 11 come and look at t hem a gain. • 

Bobby Lee Jones , being d uly sworn deposes and says : 

I am 1 9 year s old •• • seve r al particular incidents occurred . When 
we were in t he City Jai l of Americus one night t hey brought in abo ut 1 5 
girl s who har'l been demonstratine: . T!1ey har'l been burne d by cow prods 
and were s ore from bein g hit . They put all the girls in a room about 
8xl2 where t hey were refuse i medical care and where t hey r ema i ne d for 
about 2 days ••• 


