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Cenfidential -Memerandum
To4 SNCC Exae ---—- Septenber 6, 1963
From: EKleanor Helmes
Res SNCC and the Big 10 ef the Maxrch sn Waghingten

I. Current Situatien

The event of the actual March en Washingten did net end the
of the March sn Washingten. The arewd of nearly a quarter ef a millien pledged
te return te their cemmunities siid centinue demenstrating and etherwise te press
fer the 10 demands of the March.

The mest immediate of these demands ig, of ceurse, the breaking ef the
filibuster and the passage of civil rights legislatien. On Thursday, Septembexr
5, 1963, representatives of the leaders of the 6§ majer civil rights ergsniza-
tiens and of American Laber, Prestestants, Cathelics and Jews veted te recem=
mend te their erganigzatienal heads (cellectively the Big 10) that they centime
sperating within the centext of the March en Washingten. Ths centimuatien eof the
Margh en Washingten as an actien structure seemed necessary :!.! the March is te
" keep its premlse of geeing the legislatien thraugh md pressing fer ether March
dsmands such as the reductien of Cengressiensl representatien of states where
citizens are disfranchissd and the enactment of & $2 minimup wags.

I_I Bupertance of Centinusd SNCC Invelvement i.n the Big ;0

Besides the prestige that may :ccm te SNCC by its centinued inclusisn

in the Big 10 as a majer civil rights ergsnisatien, there are very real advantagee:

SNCC derives frem its invelvement. And, en the ether hand, as the mest militant
of the civil rights erganizatiens, SNCC has an ebligatien te keep its peint of
view alive in the Cemmittes and te seek te meve it in a mers militant dirsctien.

Ae Oblizatiens of SKCC e ivil ag the

tant of the B -

The first meeting after the March indicates semething ef the impertance
of SNCC influence, even en a greup which is fsr mere censervative than we are.
In the discussien en whe_ther er net the March apparatus was te centimueé and
what ferm it sheuld take, a very revealing divisien smerged, These with cen»
nections er illusiens abeut the "pewer styucture® (especially the Kennedys) were
initially either deubtfi) sbsut centimuing ths March apparatus at all er were
fer narrewing its fecus te the weak Kennedy legislatien. Prepenents of this
point of view included the American Jewish Cengress and the United Aute Werkers.
Getting a millien signitures te Cengress was their cenceptien of direct actisn.
SNCC, CORE, NALC, and Bayard Rustin, directer of the March argued fer the cen-
tinuation of the March apparatus at least fer the immediate pexied feliewing
the March and fsr a centimied fecue en all the semands ef the Maroh. Ths ethex
members of the Cermitiee cames areund te this view. A speéial regermendatien te
the Big 10 that the March centime was veted, : ‘ '
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SNCG 18 the chief lpokoumln in the Cermittes for the bz'ud view
of the March, S8NCC, mest lilkely in alliance with CORE, must be respensible for
kesping the tetal spectrum of demanis befere the Cermittest: net just Kennedy's
legislatien but geed legislatien which will include pretectien fer Negrees regice
tering te vete and an F.E.P.C.j net just leblging but demenstratings net just =
grand shew of sfrength in ens mammeth-demsnatratien but a diligent fellew-up
that will shew tha the civil rights mevemsnt means business.

It is true that SNCC!'s influence en the far tee censervative Big 10
cannet be sufficient. Even the Big 6 includes the far richer, far mere influe
ential, and far mere censervative NAACP and Urban Lsagus. But SNCC can and has
found allies en the Cemmities te kesp sellesuts frem happening. SNCC sheuld
vmf. abanden its rndicdising rold at this junetaxrc

‘Be mau te SNCC's ewn Puw sut _ef Invelvement

: Hh:'xle the plan ttr action in the next few mks has net been werked
‘sut yet, your chairman has a super secret decument in the ni.irs «f a perspectus
prepared by Bayard Rustin, It calls fer lecal sctivitv +- dramatize the nsesg
for streng civil rights legislatien and natier -7 fecused in Washingisn
te achisve the same effecte In beth ef t:-s _,n:u.d have a“key rele.

On the lecal level, SNCC demnatutio ‘«n cenjunctien with March
demands weuld have geme pretedtien frem the Big 10. Such demenstwsiiepns, geared
of ceurse, te S8NCC's activity and interests, wuld gain in publicitygiprestige,
and hepefully in impact and effect by their cenne:i :ien te the lMarch demands.

On the natienal level, field werkers an: staif weuld be called to
Washingten frem the Seuth fer the Peeple's Cengress. They weuld testify absut
police brutality, the need for pretectien of Negrees trying te register and
the c suntless hardships enceuntered in the Seuth, hardships ef which America is
still largely umware, In respense te sur testimeny, the Pesple!s Cengress weuld
pass and "ideal" civil rights bill and thereby divert A:tenti-n from the expected
filibuster, which sheuld be in pregress at the time.

. These hearings weuld almest certainly be dunimtoi. by SNCC, perhaps with
seme CORE and SCLC peeple, because enly SNCC is really cencentrating en the teugh
protest areas. Thus SNCC weuld get natienal publiciiy en iis treuble areas ané
perhaps sheck the ceuntry (the Gmgrna?) inte taking merye prefound actien in
our ald, .

III. Genclusiens

SNCC has a urique rele te pla; in the Big 10 at his time. ure
te contime te be active after the enermeus success of the March wsuld be harm-
ful te SNCC's prestize and, mere impertantly, wuld cut SNCC eff frem mzart:.ng
any influence natienally en the directien eof the civil rights struggle.

.
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Centinued participatien has the a dvantage of giving us an audisnce fer strecities
and harships tee leng ebscured and withheld frem the public.
It is therefere recemmended: .

1) That SNCC centinus te eperats in the March en Washingten
2) That SNCC press fers

a) Cennecting up lecal demenstrations with the Big 10 and
the March in erder ie aiferd us sdded pretectien '

b) A pesplets cengress where SNCC werkers weuld testify
absut cenditiens in the Seuth and the need fer legis~
latien far strenger than that President Eennedy has
offered.
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