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__ femorandum 
TO Burke .Marshall 

Assistant Attorney Gene ral 
Civil Ri g hts Division 

J e rome K. Heilbron 
Attorney 

DATE: Se pt. 9, 1963 
JKH:lah 
144-19M-558 
14, 2 72 

SUBJECT: Racial Situation, Ame ricus, Ge or g ia, Au g ust 20, 1963. 

I arrived in Albany, Georgla shortly after 
noon on August 20, 1963 . I went to the F.B.I. 
office in Albany to discuss with Mr. Bolyard, SAC, 
the situation in Ame ricus, Georgia. Whi le in the 
office, the F.B.I. received a report from the state 
police that a Negro by the name of Jame s Brown had 
been kill~d by a city policeman in Americus, Georgia. 
I conveyed this information by phone to John Doar, 
and he suggested that we investigate the matter 
immediately. 

I drove to Americus, Georgia and was unable 
to see the Solicitor G ~neral, St e ve Pace, Jr. (with 
whom I have had prior d e alings) b e cause he was tied 
up with a grand jury proceeding. I we nt to the 
headquart e rs of the Stude nt Non-Violent Coord i nating 
Committee in Americus, the John Barnum Funeral Home 
at 317 Ashby Street, Americus. I had a long conver­
sation with Mr. John L. Barnum. 

The most active Negro · group in Sumter County 
is the "Sumter County Movement for Fair Play". Its 
officers are: 

The Sumter County Movement: 

S. M. Evans, President 
P. 0. Box 
Cobbs, Georgia 
85 3-2365 

Rev. J. R. ·campbell 
· Chairman of Executive 

107 Lester Street 
Americus, Georgia 
924-5972 . . 
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john ~. ft~r\n~~~ .".t:,E.~..efs~u._~.se-....r : .# 

~une ... ~'\1 ]lire .c.~o~ il l, r.. 
317 A.SJ\bY. S~ t:.e._e t . ,. • •!_ .: • , L • ~ r-" "" 4.-..,(, "'" ~~ ..,., 
A.Jil.er& ... c~s' pe,;;o./rPt't&.: ~~d; 11"1 «:. h ~·• t. . • ... ~ • -s of th~ 
\~"k~~9/1t ~~ttt-1' ~.t\' er,..t 01' rd a l~SQ" -.-i.V• t ~~ t"h tc f of 
:Jr- l tc...t-~. 41'.:: ·'!:!". Slil~·;1-"~d-.: ?rll f;y ~ }.l.r . J. A . t:v! J i.n.-t • 
.. rs ,. l.:r~er,.es.s ,a e._ .s. se.cre.~arv '· ... t ~ 4:J9 .)· ..,t. 't' " .. t ... ~ -· • •• -:~.; ...,.. 1':~-.P. Ct: .. • .. n t. ~ ilt 
..1 0: t!'la.Y.:.q ·._s ,.re)e_:.·-:;.nt o tn~ '\c; :o omm;n l* y ~hat J.,s:t~:; 
Ame.r1cus, · G"e~org1a ,.: .: · , t h · '-' . 
9 2~4:. 53 56 ,\ '- : · . ·"' 1 ..: .t J u s • - ~ 1. • ... f. ~ 1 c 1 u ':, a nd n co t 

~·#:..,_ .~:.1:-t C 7 ll:l1 -J t . .::- the -:::ty otfi.ci l!> ,u• :i 
~- C~ l!· "f .P,li : ">r"ul r :'lc-:.:· tr:lc,:.: t·, •r'7l1 tt.~ 

._ ... . -~ "~f~.!!-~-:.I_:eav .~nS\ .th .. e ~Ba.~n_u~ _Pup,er .. al JI ... o!te<;,, ).'; ~a .. s_ 
able, to . ~I.o.ca.~~- Steye Pace, Jr. l?Y phone, and made 

.. .. .! Ia ... • .... ... ' ,..., _; ... • .... ... - • • 

an •ppo1ntment to see h1m that evening at my motel. 
I explained to him that we were concerned about .the . 
racial. uqr11el.s tt .iJl J\ ... ofecr 1ctrs · and I 'wantt..e~ t 'o . ..:fi.,pd.' o~ti·t' 
cfo~~ 'lii~JU.. -~ito~~.?I~ mJgh_t' se.e - "t n t'l\e. :Wlii'te . ~·o;ui~uni:t¥ d I· 

~~:~l\ ~~ :v~ce;w~.~i':h1·r~~~soJ:~).tn(:.d ... i £..f,_( cY. l._t .l ... e,._s ; ·--- .H!·. _d~ ~~us sed 
tlie ' 1.ocal s1tuat~o-n with me and gave me his .. v~ews 
dfn~ e'!.rn'trig .··v·ar r~ii;- ~c Cty'>'o-ffi c'l a1.._s : .t. .. ; l l. '· .. :. -· U'... - I.. 

Ttl~·-_J.t!woy ;.;.'s- .Y1.~i -~~-~n{s"'~t~ktb:g the investiga­
tion concern.ing th.e ,dea:h o~ J.apieS .Bro~n gave me t~he 
results ~£ t 'he r r interv1ew wifh. th.e .Chie.f" o:( · P,olice , 
of AJne.ricus , . Ross Chambliss.- Their' 'report' .indiAc.ated 
th~t- the're w"as ·no ' evidence of violation or 

1
fed'eral 

la~; however· • . ~he r;.eP:ort .was based. o.n. ')ie(rS:ay •• · I 1 

requested ~h·a t-' tney. a 's ~fo'~g as; the'y' ' :\tte"r'e_· al .re'a,dy~ 
in Americi.is; ·talk' to .. t'wo .~ye' · w.i .thes)e1 sl.~~~O: fhe . ·tt.r .. I'ling. 
ih'ey fe t 't fha t -,t .hey: 'shot.(1'4n • ( :do4 ~tnJs , ;w~\hou t ,fu·r the r 
approval "fr·om 'their"' 'Offict..e-' "sin'c ... e· the'-'ir" o"r'ders··wer'e 
fo· 1 i ~/t' ' i~·e i r p-re~li\n.i'na~y~ in·v"'e s't i ga!t i 'on , io:~o1bt .a i ning 
i ·n~for·ma)l io·ri ·from 'Po 1 i'ce: s ·o'u·r_c·e s~. ' . I t=o ld. ~t'he 'm :th..a t , .I 

, • <. A • ~ , • ~ • _.. ., • p • .... I _. ~ • 

would pe glad to get them such approval by ~alk1ng . 
tp 1.nyo'ne t'hey- might st.ig'ge s' t 'l.i\ A tl an t"'a- , . oi-" by' c all l n'g 

., .. • - - · " .. ) ., • ~ .. • .... \ • l ' • • - .. .. .... ' • • ...,. .. 

so,meone~ .. 1n W~s .. h1ngton • . I e~phas1zed .. ~str,qpgly that I 
felt thi "s was a s' it'uation ' that regurre'd '' them t .o · talk 

.. • - .. • • .>- .c.. .. -

to two "eyeba.l! witnesses" before we could. close ou-t 
a· p:r·~i_f_Il\i'n .. ar~. 1

iftV,eStiga.tio·n. 'l;hey. Calle~ ·~ ffe. 
1
A't,fanta 

o.ffi,ce · an~ _ · I . talke.d to 'tn:e ag¥nt ' on · d~uti an.d~ he ok.'ed 
the , ~t.alkin'g: to additiona). wi.tnesses :=_~ubject. \ o .. his· 
getting· approval from F.B.I. Headquarter's ., Washington. 
Final ·approval 'w·as ~bt.aineci' and' t 'he. two· 

1
.wi't'n.ess'es 

• ~ • # l ,. ., \ \. - - .. I 4 • ' • 

\'fe.r .e . in,te rv i _e.wed.: ,:th~a, t J ~v,e ring.,, _a~} }, r ,.e _que s:.te_d ·. These 
a c ~ o1u ~ t ~ ,.of~ t .... h .e . f _?"'c·i de,? t . c,o_z:~.i r m~ d _1 th_~ . ;.r1e po r.~ . ~i._v.e.n 
by the Chief ol Police and indicated there was no 
violation of federal law; this appeared to be a 
justifiable homicide. 



', 

.. ... _ .. 

~ 3 -

,_,. ... ~ • • a .. l 

-1--' wa.s .a.ua.id: . that the Negro community, as a 
result of ~his killing, might be aroused and that 
'th~ 1 

end result. might be violence. · The following 
corning, I . conferred with various members of the 
~umter County Movement and also with the Chief of •. 
Police and the Mayor Pro Tem, Mr. J. A. Collins • 

. My"' objective" was "two'foldi'' t 1)-. to- mat-e .certain that 
it became apparent to. the Negro c·ommunity that James 
Brown•·s · death was ""a ~justi.t'i·abl!~· homicide and not a 
J;>rutal killin·g, and 2) that the city officials and 
..!th~ ' Ch:te f of Pol ice" ~sho'Uld tb-mmunicatef wi th• the . 
. N.e.gro community so that steps might be taken to re­
. s 0 1 ve d i f f i c u t t i e-s • . . i \ i 1".,. • :,. ..g a .:1 :,: 

-;-;.: !··: contacfs ·were mai:i'e with the Chief of Police 
and the Coroner to make certain that leaders in the 
Sumter County Movement could attend the inquest 
that afternoon at 3:00 relative to tHe death of 
James Brown. Three Negroes attended that inquest • 

... 
Bvaluation and Impressions: 

The Sheriff in Sumter County, Fred Chappell, 
is hardheaded and takes a rough attitude toward . 
Negroes. The Chief of Police, Ross Chambliss, is 
m·ore moderate in his approach toward Negroes than 
the Sheriff, but he is not overly intellig e nt. The 
Sumter County Moveme nt represents a minor segment 
of the Negro community as a whole and most of its 
·actions stem from SNCC students. John L. Barnum, 
its ostensible leader, appears to be somewhat 

' irresponsible. (On the first day I saw him, he 
told me he played poker most of the previous night). 
I am told that he is mor~ than an occasional drinker. 
He was supp'osed to h·ave been at the fun e ral home at 
11:00 on Aug ust 21, bu~ by early afternoon he had 
not shown up and no-one knew where he was. His sis­
ter, Mrs. Holley, seems to be the person who take s 
the most responsible part in running the funeral 
home. Rev. Campbe ll is the only Negro minister in 
Americus active ly participating in the Sumter 
County Moveme nt. Mrs. Shields, the Executive Sec­
retary of the Moveme nt, is a school teache r who 
plans to withdraw from the Movement activities 
when school starts. She teaches in Barrow County • 

.. ., , . ~ .. " . . 
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r~~ u~·n- ~J ·~ l'l \ 
V- - 4.1 ~ ... ~ ...,., ~· 

Griffin Walker 
Nail Company 

. .... t:.·· _,. 1· 

11 Te fepflone· C'o : 
Mayor Pro Tem. Be 

- .J 

lc therefor e sub;-;-t t !.~~o.;· ~.~'!a toll~~l.Lu::; practices 
sl:o~: J.. .::. be i-r11 ~ i. t:.utc..i ·-~. ' .... 1:-,:~l; f or the ccn cr1t. o f CY J ry 

C .. " ... - , J""· . ) -. ""'---· ~ ... -.- ~- - -·' ~ " r- - oun ty : 

1 ) All fo.c il 1.~ t . ··';.! ... "' ::· ."':' pul)l icly o~n.:ed c r 
opc1~atcd tc ·~t.r : .7 · •• ' · ! _ ... , ·.2 ~ l:n·.:o shoul d be oucncd to ;;my-
one :tr"c , , t ~,~ :- .. ' 4 • ~ ~ ~ : ~ ~~.) ~. :.~v !.---·~ :.c -i\ , ro;: .. - ~dle3s 
of .~ .. :'! .... ·. - 1 ~ ..... :l 't. 

... 
.-~... tt.d t thcrs 1 s ;:.._ ... · · · "t. - . . 

~ . 
. ... ~,."-...tl ~rot ·: st , . tc 

~· ~ -~~·t·-- :'O.. ... ~ '- : ·3' .. ~ ;c .;. ~· :., t, J .'H.#-.,: 
1 1.. ~ :. :J.r c in:-. l ic~1:'~lr· . ·;r.: 

. ~ . ... l L:_ b y OX.:)C'17:,lv:: , 
) ;;._·~.- .. ~~-t~· . ::~ j ~·": .;:.~ '_) !, ,· 
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3 ) £ -;:; r':f ir;..1i .. ,1. .. :,.1:.1 ·,. :o !l. :;~1J .. i . !J f ; u j :.. ~ ::!1nu l ::. ·.'C 
c.r :,h.c b~ .. 31.-* n lL:J 01,. :.;_ .:: ~.~n t·4 .:.. -~-fi ; hJr:::c:.: ·!!J .. ·~ l !~ .. ~~ -. ~:~.::n 

.:··Jr tl1~ .1ch~ r o: ".:::" :!1 o.-:: v ..... ~':. ·~.J , cu~ · ... ,..,, o :• c .~c '"~~.l . 
T"".-~:'.0-'tl').!' ~ ;:··· p ~ i--71:-.. : .. .. ::. :. dl._n:ri:: ..:o.l ::> f c~,!ploy~c s ~-s .~ .;:!..!_ :J~ ..... ~ t..t:d. 

r :--:·. o<J:.:;l· =- \ t: ~.:-:-.:.!: ~ 1~:2: c ... : >;_· ... -•.li fic~ii ·...:.....;.: . t.· ,...,,._;.t:1:.ic 
:!.~t~· ; ~':.. ~,_: , ._: . ; ..... • !.1.~{ C.~ : ~ :3 : Crt·~·,2_ c:.l ~0 C(l U ;-.. }_~~:s !· .. ~, ... :·tj-- , 
c:,c...: :-":. ~l : ·_ ; · .r-.-;·1 " .. ·\ \. \ l!.~ p-.: t .::.o::2, 

l4 j Ec--. ,~! 4 i:z l.:.. ~,=- ::,.~··;.J-1 GL·r'J l ·! cJ .. i::r>l :t) .. ~~~·'"1 _ J~ ' 1,., .. ,..., :.,~:~ 
r~=.:.-~~ -. f0:., : · !'CJ ._· :..~ ·:,.-r1j t .. 1:!-\. i ... !1 r ~ ~n :"'~t.:::: .. -..:~~ .. .:.·- 'j:):,' .. ~ t..t n .a 


