
I 

After the mass meeting on ThurFJday n ight, A':.1e-;1st 8, 1963, a group of 

about 150 people,- most of t h em teenagers, \'lalked out of Friendship Baptist 

Church and up to the next corner on Cotton Avenue where t h ey were singing 

freec:Iom .congs. Th e area in ,.,hi ~:~h t!1ey '\'Talked was in t h e 1-Tegro section of 

town. Carloads of police, troopers, and anyone else who was around to , . 

get deputized and carry a c l ue a rrived. Donald ~e.rris, field secreta~y 

for t!1e St~dent Iron -violent Coordinatine Corru;ri ttee (.slTCC) was placed 

--------~------ -----~-----~ - ---under arrest, b~ate:o:1 i n t:1e street, and draeeed into a squad car. - li.Ii ss 

Sallie I-1ay Durh am, a local eirl, uas also taken off with him - she was 

punched several timen b y law enforcemen·~ offi cers. Th ey t!1en arrested 

John Perdew and Ralph \JT. Allen, two white SUCC field secretaries, and 

Thomas l~cDar.iel, a loc al Negro youth . These t h ree were also b adly beaten, 

Allen required t h ree stitches to close a l·TOund above his eye. The police 

then fired s~ots over t h e crow9 and used firehoses ar.d clubs to disperse 

them. 
· *~oV 

Harrrs, Allan, and Perdew were ch arged with attooptine to in·cite 

insurrection, a capitol felony, c arrying t~e death pe:":lalty. Th~ las~ 

time anyone was tried for insu rrection i n Georeia was in the 1930's when 

it was ased againot a memb er of~he Cocrmunist Party. They are also 

charged with inciting to riot, unlal'rf'..ll assembly, oi:).ctruction of lawful 

arrest, and assault and ;:,attery. l'ii. s s Durh am and Thomas HcDaniels are 

charged with i nciting to riot, unlawful assecbly, and assault and battery. 

On Friday, .hue;uE.:t 9, at a::.ou·c 10: 30 P .I1Io a grol..!p of ab ou·t 175 

Negroes left Allen Chappel A. I1.E. Ch~r~h to walk up to t h e police station 

where they intended to pray and protest t he arre.cts and brutal beatings 

of last n ight . T!1ey left t~1e churc~1 and ualked about four blocks in 

orderly columns of tlw ~ s, not ~locl~ine t h e sidewe.llc: They were protesting 

the systec and policy of segregation in Americus which is a i led by tho 

police aut~1orH;y , and the brutality impoocd b y the city police, the Sher-

the nBlue AngelsVI ( a special :mi t of t he t)tate Patrol , reputed to be very 

effective with billy c l ubs). T~e offic ers were armed with guns , two foot 

clubs, cattle pnodders ( h ot sticks) and black-jacks . Officers came down 

into a field where t h e g roup h ad walked. \'Then t hey got there the City 

ltiarshall and Poli ce Chief C!":.a mbliss aslced t h em if t ::1ey !•ad a perr.ri. t to 

parade, and told t h em to disperse, but before any response c ould b e given 

the officers started b l u dgeoning e roups of b oys a n d e irls with clubs, and 
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electric cattle prodders (these prodders are battery operated and give a 

severe GGock, also leave bur n marks on t~e fles~ ; nany of the arestees 

bomies are covered with these bu rns . Those arrested in t his group inc1ude: 

John "Bt.u'lky~ 1 3arnum 
I-1arvin L. B:rown 
itlilliar.~ Bowens 
Collins McGee, Jr. 
Eueene Smi t~J. 
Lonnie r;lri e;ht 

Jir..u:ri. e Carter 
:'Jilliar:--:. F:lller 
Alvin Tomnie 
Oldo!'l Srai t~1 , Jr. 
Emanuel McClendon 
;;"Tillie Clenons 

I11il ton ¥'Jilkerson 
Terrell Butts 
Edmond Thomas 
John Jorda::1 
John E . Horan 
Edwar d Tnocas 

- - ....._,.._ - --
All o::' t :-:e a ';:)ove a:re teen- agers, excep~ f.1r. HcClendon .,.,r-:o is 67 years 

old. Those arr.estees esta0lishe d a s j u veniles are: 

Tho~as Douglas (1 6) 
Jessee Williams (16) 
Jonnny Boynton (16 ) 

Willie Boynton (15) 
James B:rmm (16) 
Johnny Si~~ons (15) 
l.lex 3ro'\<m (1£!.) 

David Bell (15) 
Robert Bart er (14) 
l~lvin Bowen (15) 

T~e females arrested are: 

G. Dudley (20) 
Carol Bonner (14) 
Annie Pless (17) 
Sab ina Snit~ (17) 
Goldie ~arris (19) 

Lois Baker (1 8 ) 
Thelma Young (17) 
Geraldine Battle (17) 
Hay '17ilson ( 1 8 ) 
~osie Lee ~ushin (17) 

Some of t:'le more s hocki::1.g cases of police b r utality, an d t hose whose 

scars and stitc!!es can attest to t heir t reatment at t:~e :1ands of the police 

are: 

Hilton -:::Jil~<erson (19) who was ::,eaten by- city palice office-rs 

t~e lare;e, t\'ro foo t clubs . Over twenty stitches were required to close 

the vario:.1s wou ::1.ds i n h is !'lead . A 6'7 year old r.:an, Hr. Eiaanuel l'icClendon 

was also beaten over t~e ~ead with clubs , leaving wounds requirine three 

stitches. Thowas Douglas, ae e 1 6 , h ad six stitches take~ in his head 

from clu~ wounds . ~e alco nas electric prodder b~rn scars on his arms 

and back , Collin 11icGee lV'aS struck i n t h e nose a r:d face l'lith clubs causing 

profuse bleeding . Jo::1.nny ~oy.nton, age 16 , was c l u.bb ed i n the head by 

city police and required four stitches for his wounds. I1ost of t he kids 

were beaten wit~ c l ubs a nd jabbed with the electric prodders ao they 

~~----=="'w""'e'""r_e_...:;-h-e.o::r;:;.d ... e ... d.-....-i .-n"""t""o_ ... _"'_:'1_c_p_o_l--..i_c_e~ wa~~n . ---= ~ .. = __ ....-.=so ~~ 
Hany people w~o ~ad not tal~en any par ·t i n t~e deoonstr ation were 

rou nded up by the police , mistreated , and jailed . Rudolph Brown who was 

walking along a main street after t~e demonstrations was arrested and 

clubbed, Bobby Simms was s itting on t h e doorstep of of h~ home at 520 

u. Lee, wh en t he police ca;;ne up and arrested him - he had not demonstrated . 

Gene I1ann and Janes ~~Jilliams were walkine; onLee Street after the arrests 

of t h e main group , when they were grabbed by the State Patrol . l::Jilliams 

protested t hat he had not done a nything and tbe troopers started to beat 

him l'li t h c lub s . "!illiams , t !!e father of t wo little c!"lildren, is now in 
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tho hospit al wit~ c b roken leg . 

Ro bert Bar~er, on e of t h e j u ven iles, was i n jail when a city patrol­

man came i n to question h i m ab out another youth . ·m'len h e d enied l<nowing 

where t he ot~er yout~ WLB, t~o officer struck h i m in the head with a club. 

The juvon i lec , ~c~ort Ea~bcr , David Bell a n d Alvin Bowen were all 

j abbcd ,.,it:.:. cattl.E"; pro :lde1, c ; l.lex i3ro..,m , Jol:nny Sim.rnons , P.ob ert Bar ber 

ss 

Of tl"le f ena:Leo , J.'!ios ~t1dley wa~ b:.1.rned wibh t he cattle prodder o n 

~:. er 'bacl~ , also bf'.ato~! O!l ·t:•e hoad and s houlders with c l ubs. Hiss Baker 

was hit with clt:b c , alonG wit:-: Hiss Youne \v-hose blouse l'/aS covered with 

b lood . I1iss ?.!.-: ~-.: .s.nd S<1i~tle were also h it on t~•e h ead and b ack with 

clubs , and b Ui."':Ll ~j ·,,i th t!::e e lectric prodders . I'iiss Rosie Ilushin was 

b eaten in t h e s tocach wit~ a t wo foot clu~ , repeatedly asked for a doctor, 

but t h:.s •·ms de::.ic.::! her . 

The conditic~: in whet s e r ves for a jail are un~elievable. The male 

juvenile~ are ~J.c~pine on t~e floor i n a dirty old building t hat h as 'been 

a b andon ed f o r cv€.1' :1 Y·:-:.<:l:i.'} i·t formerly hoi.l£>ed a newspaper; t~•ere a r e no 

working toilet ~~c!lit~~n or s howers. The toilet upstairs was stuffed 

a nd overTlm·Tir:t:.~ o~Yt:-' t,~~ floor. T:•e c hil d ren--h ave- heen-r~ecrving :fou-r -

hambur g c:::-IJ da:Ll:.r .· not!,:?..ne; elt.>e , Tne girl s are locked in a roou wi t!1. 
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v'!he n Attorneys C. 3 . :-:i ng of Al bany and D . L . ::-:cllowell of Atlanta 

came into t h o Sheri f f 7s office of the County J ail to s ee their c lients 

t here was an old man with a cane and t he s heriff 9s young boJ. The old 

nan, ltTho is repo :r•ted to b e a deputy, l~ept Llal~ine me :1acing e;cstu res t oward 

Attorney Eol loHcll aD-d t !i.e b oy ~old A"!:;tcrney :-:ollo\'Tell to e;et o"J.t of the 

office . "VJ:;.cn :1.e SeliC: __ e was co - co:1nsel for !-:~rris a nd t :.e ot~1ers w!-:o 

-.:.fild h e .,1·raC" tol.d ;1 17
' dop f t ..,e:iv : c _dar...n if yo:.:t 1 re t he-pr.oJJident-, 

get out0 • The .s:1.eri:ff -:;~;.en came out ar:.d tcld De:1::1is Ro~erts, Attorney 

F..in g 9 s len·/ cle!"l~ ·to eet ot:.t; ~1'\Je don 7 ·t want a:;y s pieD aro~.1.nci. i.·wre11 • 

' 
Trials t hat h ad b een sc:,.eduled fo~r Honday i r:. :!.ecorders Court for t h e 

' 
19 people 't'lho were a r :.."'eoted fo r lci~,;eri·:le; on J:.1ly 19, wc:.re cancelled. 

The J udec rcfu e cd to :wld. ~ourt clair...ine; ·that the deoonstr ations were 

i n timidating h i s co:.1rt} altl-:.oue~:. no der.1or.s t :-ations t-1ere in progress at 

that time. Trial£ arc s cl:ed:.lled for Qeptcm'!:>er 3 as t~:.c J~...1dge is eoine; 

o n vacation - so these children r.lus·c s it i n jail for 46 days b efore trial . 


