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his is a r por t of the first it- in in Selma , labama . 

• • turday , ay 25 , 1963 . Here is the report of the 3 

Negro students ho tte pted rvice at the down town dru stor s tz 

and o h r facilitie in elma , Alabama : 

le t Selma Unlv rsity at 9:25 am and arrived in town around 9:30 . irst 

we checked the to n out to s e what would be our be t move . Then we w nt 

into cart rs dru stor on road Str et nd • sat down at the count r for 

rvic• . e w re star d at ~r orn ev ry an le with r at anti ip tion . The 

crowc then be an to clear out of the store . A lad was seated a little below 

us and so eone moved him hurriedly . In th r ar someon remarked . we ar n't 

oing to s rve th damn black nig rs . Refusing to sefve us , w left 

no violvence . Before e could get out o· the door , the man on the loud-

speaker had the news all ov r town . e th n went into th~ Ne ro a ction 

with two white men following us . We then went into Ammersons Place. hortly 

a t r ard , w b an to follow the two white m n . As we w lk d up and down 

Broad tre t , peo le looked . The polic with do s wer atand'ng at ach 

corner with th cro d gazing on . With s riousness in our eyes, we ent to 

t r yhound bus station . And on th side where white usually sit , we 

eat down and h d a coke . Th n we h aded for t on gain , lookin' v rious 

stor s over; marchin' on th sam atr et where cart~rs Dru Stro is locatea . 
our 

Th• polic and oth rs w re loo ing on at/every ove . e tte~oted to o in 

Plrchers cBrid Drug tore . But as we turn d to go in, the man from within 

locked th door . . rom ther we \'lent into T pers . veryone was st ring at 

us inside the store because th y had been infor d of us . :hen w ca e out , 

th police w r tandin in their cars wa ting for us . e then ad another 

turn in the e ro ar a . hen w got to that s ct1on, th police w re tan!1ng 

n ar . Th n e d c1d d \e w uld call it a day around 10:15 am aturday morn-

tn • 

LafayP.tt : R ver nd i11i as , te l us why you went down to sit-in in elma , 

Alab rna . 
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lillia.ms : ell, th r a.son that I went down to it- tn in celma bee-

aus~ n t only the other d monstra.tions that had taken place, in Birming­

ham and other ar as but I flet that it was my duty as a gro citizen to 

try to do somothin about the situation even though I knew that thi hadn't 

occurr d in Selma , I was convic ed of go1n and I was willin to s c~ 1fice 

whatever was n ceasary to go . 

Lafay tte: I understand thPre w r only 3 students who w•nt do n . lhy 

~r you willin to o with such a small r oup nowin' the poa•iUl danger 

h re in a small ~outhPrn com unity like Selma , Alabama? 

'e , that is true . 'h re w~re only 3 students that went 

do n. 
out and 

/e h d discuss d this ove and we said that we w r•n ' t goin to back 

ch of us had stated that we wer w1llin t o go even if we had to 

o t jail . ecaus w kn w that eventually this would coma to 1 a . 

la.fay~tte: d you h v• any fare about goin ' down , I . ean knowin' what 

o sibly mi ht ha o n to you and th1s sort of thing? 

A .c. W lliams : lell , ther _ mi ht have been just a little fear but as we 

irst ot in town and began to ldok the cr wd over , at irst perhaps there 

were a littl fear but goin' that far, w had t go throu h with it in order 

to stand for wha t we had said . ut we were not , I would say, just afraid . 

~ ecause if e w r afraid , we would not have gon t hr ugh with what w had 

start a . 

Lafayette : ~ by do you t ink only 3 students went down' 

A. C. ;illiams: I b llev that ther wer only thr e tudents to o down 

b cause of tb fact that not only the f ar but also the background -- their 

amtly . And •~ez th y wer not will n to sacrifice that in order to go down 

t just for themselves . And that most of them did not und rstand what lt 

actually aJl about . 

R~v . Be ny Lee Tudker : 

~fayette . Rev r nd Tud~er , you ' r one o th studo tt who 1ent down to .sit­

in thi s ast aturday , with the other two stude nts . Can you tell us in 
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your JUUI own words \'lhat ot1vat d you to o down and sit-in a place li 

S lma, lab rna? 

xi ell, a t r h r·n n the n w •e d cid d th t o on 

had to do this. And so aft .1 ary1n' ov r it, I decided ys lf if only I 

hav to o mys lf, tat I would go. And I think that th t's why that 

tart n th irst mo nt. 

11 us, h n did thi idea first co into your mind . No 

doubt you be n tK~Rtft! thtnk1n' about it. 10 no doubt, h arin' about the 

sit- ns 1n 1960 nd th other direct action and vot r r istra ion drive 

all aero a the outh and Bir in ham ov m nt. hen was it you r ally sv 

r1ou t o t t thio action~ 

o t of th t me , wh n ou d tit in our calss room and w 

ould di cuss th tt r and th n s that would ha n in S lma. And we find 

that th re w re no plac s for ~oat o th Ne .ro to att nd. .;JO w decided that 

one day t \ier com in' t Sel • ~e after most of th e roes her in 

Sol a w afraid to do c .rtain things. And so w said that one day so 

on would do thi • 

T.a Did you r ally fe 1 that you w r goin' to b s .rved down in 

0 el a, labama lucnh count rs? 

Rev. Tuck r: Y , I b 11 v d that so eon would a rv us. Not in Carters 

S otor , but s ~ othet drug. 

T 11 us s thin a out your xp ri nc• nd this sort o t~i 

hen did you av your first x r1 nee with s r at on? Did you r alize 

that b caus y u t r Ne ro that you ll r diff r nt . And how do y u f el 

bout so e of th ext tin' situati ns in th South? 

v. Tucker: ell, her my ir t x er1 nc : As 1 re workin' on d y 

th white an w r discus n' the m tt .r th e ro problem. nd 

• 

r. Jack Coon, a very good whit rr1 nd of m ne, told m that: you n ed to 

o to acho 1 and do so thin' f r y ur rae • And I s td to h : I' ju t 

a ro with not uc m n y but rely mostly u on my ar nts. And r at to 
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m that you shoud o n off no atter that if you d n't have any mon~Y • 

ay: someon wi 1 s that you ar tryin' to do som t in' for your r ce 

and thy wi 1 halep you . And so that y r I d cid d that when I ot out 

of h h school that I would o . So after b n' in school and th probl rn 

0 th e ro rae is pressln' m hard . •nd so beln' mini ter, I think 

it's y duty t ov and help th egro. nd after goin' in differ t 

citi , I find that th r ar only f w p c s for groes. nd th whit 

peoples h ve th larg plac e. And mostof ia all the egro places is not 

v n fit nough for the Negro. nd th. white peopl f el th same way: tt(s 

not fit for th m. Ana I say 1 thy th n· that way, why should the e ro at 

in tho places? 'hy c n't thy change ov rand all m n will be created 

qu 1? 

r . 1c 1111an , you'r on of the 3 students ho lent don and 

to Carter's Dru tore last aurday h r in lma, Alam a , home of th 

~htt Citizens Council . ill you mind t , lin' us 1n y ur n own words 

what otivated y u to do this . 

-~~~~~: The ~ost thin that nepir d m mowtly was when the m etlng 

wa b a to or anize , oetly boy atd t at th y wer going to rt icip te . 

'e ha girls also . But wh nit c me down to th last minute , it was only 

3 will in t o participate . fu1ck w r Tuck r and •i lliam . iJO at the pr sent 

tid• w co ldn't back out after w•' one that far . uo w nt down town 

bich on o the irls w· s suppo d t o me t us . ut sh didn't sho up . 

Th n, Tucker , he was th head of th organization, h g v us the idea to go 

on into art r's dru ~tor , just the tr e of us, which ht hav b en a 

bett r 1d than oing in with lar r nu t bers . 'o w nt in . It was 

ut 0 o'cloc • ~hat 's what most inspired m • But after only 3 o us 

rttciapt , I •as at 11 wi in to go . h tling that ins ir d m mostly 

wa n't becaus eo the exp ric nee th t I had wl h it but lhen I as oin to 

r ad or and 1st n to th n we r port, h rar1n' th c s s which w re 

tn' on, it 1n r a at of 11 . th oth r p r on it-
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uat o tha was b•in' h ld in oth r c s . So 1t 1nsp1r d m to think about 

r ous att r wh ch v ryon f1 ur d that 1t woul n't b lon b for it 

w uld c m to down outh, at our r s nt ho~ th t ~Q'r lv1n' in to y . 

And so actually that waht 1nsp1r d oat r all . 
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