l[afayette: This is & report of the first dit-in in Selma, Alabama,

A,C, Williams s Saturday, May 25, 1963, Here is the report of the 3

Negro students who attempted service at the down town drug stores im AX

and other facilities in Selma, Alabamai

We left Selma University at 9325 am and arrived in town around 9:30, First
we chécked the town out to see what would be our best move, Then we went
into Carters drugstore on Broad Street and x sat down at the counter for
service, We were stared at from every angle with great anticipation. The
crowd then began to clear out of the store, A lad was seated a little below
us and someone moved him huprriedly., In the rear someone remarkeds we aren't
going to serve them damn black niggers, Refusing to sefve us, we left =~

no violvence, Before we could get out of the door, the man on the loud=-
speaker had the news all over town, We then went into the Negro section

with two whlte men following us, We then went into Ammersons Place. Shortly
afterward, we began to follow the two white men, As we walked up and down
Broad Street, peonle looked. The police with dogs were standing at each
corner with the crowd gazing on., With seriocusness in our eyes, we went to
the Greyhound bus statlion. And on the side where white usually sit, we

sat down and had a coke, Then we headed for twon again, lookin' various
stores over; marchin' on the same street where Carters Drug Stroe is located,
The police and others were looking on at?gzery move, We attempted to go in
Pirchers McBride Drug Store, But as we turned to go in, the man from within
locked thedoor. Ffrom thers we went into Tepers. Everyone was staring at

us inside the store because they had been informed of us, When we came out,
the police were standing in their cars walting for us, We then made another
turn in the Negro area, When we got to that section, the police were standing
near, Then we decided we would call it a day around 10:15 am Saturday morn-
ing,.

lafaystte: Reverend Willinas, teel us why you went down to sit=in in Selma,
Alabama,




A.,C, Willlams: Well, the reason that I went down to slit-in in Selma bec=-

ause not only the other demonstrations that had taken place, in Birming-
ham and other areas but I flet that it was my duty as a Negro citizen to
try to do something about the situation even though I knew that this hadn't
occurred in Selma, I was convicéed of going and I was willing to sacfifice
whatever was necessary to go.

Iafayette: I understand there were only 3 students who went down, Why
were you willing to go with such a small group knowin' the possilile danger
here in a small Southern community like Selma, Alabama?

A,C, Williamss Yes, that is true, There were only 3 students that went
dﬁwn. We had discussed this move and we sald that we weren't going to back
out and each of us had stated that we were willing to go even if we had to
go to jall., Because we knew that eventually this would come to Selma,
lafaysttes Lid you have any fears about goin' down, I mean knowin' what
poesibly misht hapnen to you and this sort of thing?

A,Co Williamss Well, there might have been just a little fear but as we
first got in town and began to laok the crowd over, at first perhaps there
were a little fear but goin' that far, we had to go through with it in order
to stand for what we had said, DBut we were not, I would say, just afraid,
Secause 1f we were afraid, we would not have gone through with what we had
started,

lafayettes WwWhy do you think only 3 students went down%

AsCo ¥Williamss I belleve that there were only three students to go down

because of the fact that not only the fear but also the background -- their
family. And skee they were not will ing to sacrifice that in order to @o down
to Just for themselves, And that most of them did not understand what 1t

was actually all about.

Rev, Benny Lee Tudkers

lafaysttes Reverend Tuéker, you're one of the stude tt who went down to sit-

1n this past Saturday, with the other two students. Can you tell us in



-

your wmm own words what motivated you to go down and git-in a place like

Selma, Alabama?
Rev, Tuckers =R Well, after hearing on the newe we decided that someone
had to do this. And so after paryin' over it, I decided myself if only I
have to go myself, that I would go. And I think that that's why that we
start in the first movement,

lafayettes Tell us, when did this idea first come into your mind, No
doubt you been tkimiNZ thinkin' about it., A2d no doubt, hearin' about the
git-ins in 1960 and th other direct action and voter registration drives
all across the South and Birmingham movement. When was it you really gmve

gerious thought to this action?

Rev, Tucker : Most of the time, when we would 41t in our calss room and we

would discuss the matters and things that would happen in Selma, And we find
that there were no placep for gost of the Negro %o attend, 8o we decided that
one day 1t were comin! to Selma, 3Se after most of the Negroes here in

Sélma was afrald to do certain things., And so we sald that one day some-

one would do thils,

lafayettes Did you really feel that you were goin' to be served down in
Selma, Alabama lucnh counters?

Rev, Tuckers Yes, I believed that someone would serve us, Not in Carters

Brug store, but some other drug,

lafayette: Tell us something about your experiencedpnd this sort of thing.
When did you have your first experience with segregation? Did you realize
that because you were Negro that you were different, And how do you fsel
about some of the existin' situations in the South?

fdev, Tucker: Well, here my first experiences As 1 were workin' one day
the white man -- we were discussin' the matter of the Negro problem. And
Mr, Jack Coon, a very good white friend of mine, told me that:; you need to
go to school and do somethin' for your race. And I said to hims I'm just

a Negro with not much money but rely mostly upon my parents, And he said to



wils

me that you shoud go on off no matter that 1f you don't have any money.

Say: someone will see that you are tryin' to do somethin' for your race

and they will halep you. And so that year I decidsd that when I got out

of hggh school that I would go. ©So after bein' in school and the problem

of the Negro race is pressin' me hard, 4nd so bein' a minister, I think
it's my duty to move and help the Negro. And after goin' in different
cities, I find that there are only few pldaces for Negroes, And the white
psoples have the large places, And mostof Ix all the Negro places is not
even fit enough for the Negro. And the white people feel the same ways itls
not £it for them. And I say if they think that way, why should the Negro eat
in those places? Why can't they change over and all men will be created
equal?

lafayettes Mr. Mc Millian, you're one of the % students who went down and
to Carter's Drug Store last Saurday here in Selma, “#lamama, home of the
white Citizens Counecil. Will you mind tellin' us in your ®ER own words

what motivated you to do this,.

McMillialis The most thing that inspired me mostly was when the meeting

was began to organize, mostly boys sald that they were golng to participate,
We had girls also., But when 1t came down to the last mlnute, it was only

3 willing to particlpate, Whick were Tucker and Willlam. So at the present
time we couldn't back out after we'd gone that far, GSo we went down town
which one of the g£irls was suppoeed to meet us, But she didn't show up.
Then, Tucker, he was the head of the organization, he gave us the idea to go
on into Carter's drug Store, just the tree of us, which mi~ ht have been a
better idea than golng in with larger numbers, 5o we went in., It was

about 10 o'clock. “hat's what most inspired me, But after only 3 of us
particiapte, I was 2till wi l1ing to go. The thing that inspired me mostly
wasn't becaus eof the expericence that I had with it but when I was going to
read more and listen to the news report, herarin' these cases which were

zoin' on, it inspred me most of all, the other persons sit-




vation that was bein' held in other piddces, So 1t inspired me to think about
g erious matters which everyone figured that it wouldn't be long before it

would come to down South, at our oresent home that we're livin' in today.

And so actually that waht inspired me most of all,
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