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~h e r bri f r ports from elma student ho ha e just fin-

i h d doin ' ~ ~· t recruitm nt to t up c inic in diff xent r 1 h

borhoods so it ou1 b c1o r for th people to com and r c~1v as i t 

anc ln f1111n ' out vot r r istration forms . nd al o b cau of the close 

roxi lty in th e ro co unity th y w 11 h v clos r --- or confid nc 

of th p o 1 in th ir co munity , than th y would pr hap opl ho ar 

to th • ·.e ' 11 list n br i fly no to som of th r ports and 

r act that the stud nts who just finished r cruiting r c iv d during 

th ir r crultrn nt . irst hav ~r . 1 xander Brown who ' a volunt r 

stud nt from irmain bam , la . who ' ll be workin ' ln bhe central 1abama 

r this summer . 

~~~~r~o~w~n : I w a v ry lucky. y f i rst atop w t h hom of r • 

Gertie 11 on t 1620 Union utr et. he sai d that any aft rnoon J aft r 

5o clock she ' ll be v r y h pey to condu ct a clin ic. On there t of y 

roun th p opl w r v ry favor lb to i t . I came to on lady who def-

1nat ly aid that sh couldn ' t or far that she ould los h r job . nd 

th r is no h lp for this particular 1 dy . he ' s v ry t in thi • ut 

on th ass h t th blocks that I cover d , th eo 1 r v ry f vor ble 

to our cl nics . 

3 y ar 

thl. t1 

wh n 

I hav h 

I was ir t intr oduc d to th c mnunlty of 1 a bou 

c down for ur tat pti t conv ntion . nd 1nce 

lot of int r st in ~h ci y of • nd during 

our d monstr tiona in lr ingha , I was for t unat to t rs . Col& 

Lafayett who at thi tl told tha sh ould b v ry appreci tiv if 

I uld cone do n to th city of lm and o Dallas nd ilcox ounty to 

ork. lh n w found out that I kn everybody in ilcox c nty pr ctically, 

caue th y all y r lativ a . o h aid inc thi as so , 1 would 

b v ry - - sh f lt th t I could do retty oo job h r • o I decid d 

that I w uld come . ell , I left lot of thin s o1n on 1n Dirm1n h m for 
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ust , nd y 20~ p ou r t r n do n to the r st:rars o fie to r let r 

to vote . .r ' r n th d t f a a e vot r r gietration ca pai n in 

in ham and 1 ' r us in as our elo an ~ le nt To Jail For You . lo lou 

R at r and Vot r r Us . ov r 2000 N ro arr t d n th_ city of 

1r n lam durn our d onotrat one . nd it w s so acuv until 11 of he 

ails n the c ty w r r 11 d to c acity . Our city gov rn m nt 1 s just 

ab ut to r qu t r 1 sian rom th stat overnm nt to e nd eom of us o 

11by Prison . any of us 1er xp 11 d - - juot about 1000 stud nts ~ re 

x ell d from school on on day . And th next day th f d ral ju ge in 

Bir in ham told u th t h would hav noth.~..ng to do \11th ou.b ca • T 10 

our lat r , our ca w s b in app aled in th 5th Circuit Court of ap ale 

in t nta und uttl who lmm dh.t ly rul d t t r to 

laced n sch ol th n xt m rnlng . 

Lafavette . T 11 uo , lex nder , why r you in this movern nt? 

Al exand 11, I ' m in th1 ~ovem nt for v simpl r son that I fe 1 

t t Ne ro s v ry h r ar not fr e . nd ! ro s ev ry ·h r will not b 

r unt 1 11 N ro s ar fr e . I'm Al xcnd r Brown , I ' m 17 y r old , 

nd I ' tud nt at th !est rn - - -- H.1. h Sch ol . d my plan r r this 

su er is that I will b h r in Dallas County , :tl cox County -- w 11 , i.n 

c ntral labama or in ' wit vot r r 1 trat1or. . or I f 1 th t -- I 

no 1 that vot r r stratton is not as dramat o s d onstrat on which 

hav b en carr1 d on in B1rm1n ha , which h v plans to c rry on cor • 

I 1 that it 1 ~u lly as mport nt . 

nd you ' r wo:r .. in' gt•h th tudn t nonv ol nt coord n ttng 

co itt ? 

es , I ' r~ or in 'ith th fiJOC . 

i 6 r port o on f th oth ~ tud nt who w nt out today 

r cru tin p o 1 t s t up clinic n th ir hom s wh r p o c n coo for 

in t~ ct on and 111 ut vot r r ~istrat1on orma . Say your narn , your e , 

y ur ach ol and t 11 us SJm thing bout th expert nc you had today . 
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~~~~-o~y=so~n~: ~y nam is Gilb rt Calrenc Boyson and I'm 13 y ars old. 

And I o to th R Hudson Hi h School . And t day as I went out to get 

peopl to et clinics n their n i hborhoods for peopl to vote , to register 

to vote , the irst p rson I w nt to , they w r in the room and I w nt in 

, she looked at me . And I av her the 

leafl t nd I told her that my ------------- w r th r for h r . ~nd she 

there . nd when she fir t sa 

said sh ould help . And I ask d h r for her name and address and she wouldn't 

iv it to me . nd she said sh had helped me and sh would call Rev. La-

y tt • And as I w nt around , so p o le told me that they w r n ' t int-

rested and they w r already re 1st red vot rs . And the others said that 

they w r oin ' n vacation . ome or them didn ' t hav any tim to do it . 

And there w re h lp ul . 

Lafayett : Gilb rt , tell u why you ar in this movement . 

G. oyson : The rea on that I am in this m vement now is becaus the -

I believe it is t~me for the Negro to step up and have an important part 

in th everyday life . e hav no places to go . e hav nothing. Just 

play on the street and g t nut in jail. e don ' t hav any - - you know --

part in th ov rnment . ~om Ne oes have , but not v ry any . 

heltona ~y name is lar nee vhelton . I ' 13 y ars of age . I go to 

Hudson High uchool . Today my partner and I •nt out to recruit eo people 

to train o her p opl in r ~isterin to vote . oat or the p ople in th block 

I had to cover w r very h lpful . A f w said that they wanted to h lp in 

the ov ent but that th y were gotn &n vacation . Others said that they 

w re worki ng . And I round only one man in my ntir vicinity who said that 

he would de nately like to help and that he ould call Rev. Lafayette 

thi afternoon . ~he r son that I ' m in this move ent is b cause I think that 

it is v ry helpful to y race and to the other eople who are in th&s move

ment . And I think that w need every little bit of aid that w can g t , 

from everyone . 

_______________ : How lon av you been in th 1ov nt? 
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~~~~n: ell, I ' v be n 1n the mov m nt v ry since I fir t h ard about 

it . hat's f w we s go . Pa ed out 1 a 1 ts and if po 1ble I ould hav 

b• n 1n demonstrations . But I'm oin 

______________ : Y u f el ik you hav 

on vacation 1n few days . 

accomplished things in your ·ork? 

helton: I d n't know whether I've accompliched anything with the people 

that I'v talked to but I know that I have acco plished som thin within 

yself . I've ccornplished ore cour e by assin out thea 1 afl ts . nd 

I t lk d to other opl • I ' ve obtained or courag and z 1 to o out 

and fi ht ore or y r ce . 

~: y a e is Larry Tomas Charles ich el Baer . I ' m 18 years old . I 

attend R . B. Iudson Hi h ~chool . I have ben in this mov ent for about 6 

onths . I've enjoyed it up to the highest . I'm going to try to stay in 

it ven thou h I've had so e diff1cults with my mo her . Once I was put out 

for som thing that I believe in . I have be n give criticisms , but I hav n ' t 

topped yet . And I ' m going to try to fiJht unt 1 the end . e1efly , I 

will try to tv you a short history of my l ife . I wasborn in cram nto , 

California . fuen I was the age of 4 , w moved to Detroit , 1c igan . ft r 

about 2 months th r , y father wa called to the Army . nd y mot r decided 

that she would c m home w~ich 1s lm , Alabama where she wa born and 

raised . And I've b n er ver since . In the mov ment that I'm 1n I kno 

t t I will o just t o try to et better facilities and to get mor groes 

1n the outh to tr to beco e re 1st r d vo ters . nd that today e w nt out 

recru1tin '. h str eta that I was wor in' on was numbered s 7 and 8 . on 

on of the street , the first street th t I work d on , the first hous , I got 

some v ry hi h • uom of the hous s on th sa e tre t there 

w e no on h m • h n I moved around t e corn r to th n xt tr t . nd 

a in t the same hous wh re the a e lady had a cou 1n who w s 11vin' 

th r , she ave e tl same rem rk practically . On the sam str t a 

1 17 , on 1 dy told m to c back . But I couldn't ar ue th 
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po nt with her cause she looked lik sh- w s loaded. nd at on hous on 

ot som v ry bad r arks. nd on the same street, another lady 

ould take th class but she was oin to leave th t afternoon. And I tried 

to ar ue the point with h r to stay but it was no good. Around the corner 

a ain I ov d Mt~ hich as Church tre t. At th~ first hous I got some 

very bad remarks. nd as I rnov d on, aooked lik everyone on that street 

was in a bad mood; all except one lady. nd sh~ was ill. And she s id come 

back in a couple of days. nd I moved around the nextstreet which was ---· 
o one was at hom at th first ous • nd as I mov d down to 1814, the 

lady told me to com back also. 1823: come back alzo. And on my last 

visit to the last house , no one w s there. I would say that I feel that 

what I tried to do today, I didn't accomplish anything opch . ecause 

the e oes are not interested, most of 'em. Some of th m hav some v ry 

bad remarks. But that w~n't sto me . I'm going to try and keep tryin' 

until we have mor and more Ne roes to go down~ and try to become r gist r d 

voters. 

• • About two weeks a o, I can rec 11 while I was ov r to 

school one day I had a tal with the principal . He said that he was with 

the movement up to the hi best at one time. But about 4 days later after 

I talked with him -- I don't know . I guess so thing had moved him and he 

had changed his m nd. I also taked with so of the t_achers. One of my 

teachh rs which as chin' me English at the ti • he also s id that she 

was with the movement 100% and thatshe had alr ady b n talkin' to r. 

ernard oore and that she wasgoin to try and beocme a regist•red vot r 

and that she had quite a few other teachers that was int rested in it 

tha tshe would a los try. And she also is a member of the Browns c a pel 

etbodi t church which their a tor is Rev . 1innovie. nd he has aloe 

been with th movement for quit som tim • I feel that they're doin' som -

thin' wond rful. I feel they're h lp1n' us and that we're goin ' to try 

and continue to ke p us the good work in elma, Alabama . 
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4y nam is Tyler c. Lowerie . I ' m a stud nt at R. B. Hudson High 

Sc ool . I ' 17 y are oad . And I was one that was tn this so-called g tt1n ' 

peopl to ether to helo po ple to lear n how to r i at r to vote . And during 

this today , I cam aclons a very interestln lady . he was a s chool t_a cher . 

H r name was r . s •• Rees , 1503 errick . And durin this time, we got 

in a convers t1on about tud nts and this ov ent . nd this lady , she was 

very interest d ln this mov ent that e was parttclp tin' in . nd sh ot 

down to the subject that sh was t achin ' h r students how to b co A r g-

ist r d voters . nd sh was w1111n ' tor nder h r~ s rv1c to whoe er 

on ne ds 1t . And s1nc this v ent has started , I tried to b with it 

as f r as I can . ut du to certain c1rcumstanc s -- my fol a is kinds 

hive on th host? -- I ~111 do my b t n ev ry a1 that I can and th r -

fore today we ~ nt down to th 11br ry to rec iev some cards . LO tr to 

rec1ev books . And whil we was do n there , w ~alked into the library . 

And the lady who was at the des~ , she was very cal • ut probably de-p 

down in id sh was probably sayin ' so ethin '. But ny ay , he was very 

1nt rest - - at 1 at sh wouldn ' t hav resAn t or anyt 1n lik that . ny

way , I would llk to say that 1f th p o le in lma would t tog ther and 

quit runn1n ' their mJuths so much and eticlc together nd just try to bai l 

on s long as th y can and ju t stick with it , so ethin ' will c m ut of 

all o t i • And in the end some people wills y : i t was hard , but 1 ' s 

wor th 1t . nd n my words , If y u can stick to h th r , you can n v r 

l ose . So ther for , all I have to s y is that I b n in this m v ment for 

a good little 1hicl but I have had a c hnnce to b in any direct act i on 

b caus of my aren t s . nd that I w 1 try to stick 'r1th t as long a I 

can . And I uess th s is 11 f r now . 

nd 
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