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on May 8th 1963, ll.artman Turnbold return gun fi.re with white 

men 1n Welmea County, deep 1n the Delta of Mississippi. In the Iour 

b efore dawn, ~:hite men cocktailed his cotton- farm h ome. He spit ·wto

ma~lc fifle fire at their guns, sent them running, spun to his pump 

with his site and de.ugh,ter and carried buoketa and tubs or warter to 

save their burning house . I n the house a.fter dawn the Sheriff , con

f ronted wi t h 't'Urnbold, his w1.fe, hl.s tale and t he blist ering. sooty 

oealing or his bombed living room, turned the corner of rationality 

arrested r~ur young Negro voter registrPtion workers and Turnbold, looked 

t hem in j a i l and ch~rged them with arson. 

9wes ty hot concrete walls surrounde d t he next foru dare, then the 

vote workers were r eleased and the arson c~ r ge dropped; Turnbold was 

bound 0ver t o the grand jury, howe?er, and out on bond , wai ts , wondering 

Whnt will happ en. 

The Attorney Gener~l h AS int erviewed end prom4sed j u sti ce ana injunctio~ 

against the sheriff, but justice h~~pens , if at all in the Federal co~ts 

a distant place NeF7'oes in the Delta seldom frequent and don•t understand. 

At 1\0!!!e, IIJI\oung the cot t on f eilds ther khow, white •n now carry rir les 

i n thei.r p1ck-u 1' truck s and Negroes bury shotguns under thei r bel\s at 

n:l.ght. 

Ne~oes coni'r onti n.g the white man deep in the rurel south are not yet 

executioners , And will no ~oh.a:er be victims. ~t tbe Negro ts leaving and h ll 

h 11 11 lef t the rural sou th . The meohPJli,za t1on of farming; u s ed i n t he ~ sa 

of e.grie\tltural abundance and l!IPde the small rura.l Negro fa~r, the 

shareorOJlner, the cotton choppers and pickers surplus oomodities. "~AiM 

With the help of the "t'ree" market and the White Citizens Oouncila ho 111 

shi pped r or s torage to l~ rge city slums where he i s fast bec¢min~ a ~l•t 

on human beings , the suspici on gr ( ws th~t there i s no r oam !!1\Yl'rhel'e in 
America fot• too l a r ne a pert\entA!'e of ~Jea:roes. 
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They ram a majority o1' the popnlation of ~raljh1ngtontD.c, and 

confron t thqt city as potenti al executioners. For the 1'i rst time i n 

this countrys r ace conflicts therein to put the entire social st~c

ture of a city in doubt. There i s widespread sgreenent about the 

course but the sol ution awai t a cri sis large enous;h to cut throurr,h 

the ta.n3l t> of ··e sted _i nst1tut1ons e an,eelin:; ot~the SOuth , 't'o anesl 

an object i s to subject i t ~o hi~ hent and then ~old it shile i t i s 

coolin17 or . . This has been the llominate pattern 1'<>r the Soc i al ChanGe 

that has bean mavin- aero)) the south. Little Rock,tNev Or leans , 

A-11l:ll:ft9a, Albany and now Bumin'YJ.am . The Federal GovP.rnment naves only 

when the heat i s •lh1te hot to medi ate for the lle;;rees an1 ;rh1tea who 

bound to ~e~ ther in s de spreate conflict-pnrtner~hip , Martin Luther King 

calls it creative tension, t he southern po1~er structure alien revolutionl!.ry 

sgi~~ti·on , t he ccunt7 ll!ie<TS i t a s i"o·r gradual evolutionary ch"nl'!e the 

gains dat e o: e:r l :l. t t.le i'elif t o the ~sses of the Ne .. ro wbo ltr e ct~urmt 

up in pepetus.l poverty, in cycle s or sl um housin~; , poor schonling and 

increal'~ unempl oYl'tent . Loominr~ l ar r>e in the near l'uture 1.s the nr ospeot 

o~ une111;" l oyed \~a:;es made unemployable by 11'&11pt:11"" s;tee'ling teachers to 

lo~ical chance . It wilJ do n? good t o be lahergrated into ~ job whi ch is 

llis nappeari ng. Unempl oyment r uns ae~os~ the opaque pr oblems of the 

defensll budcot, the militllry-industr:l.al emplo,:, the senate power bl oc of 

the nat~on to conf ront the re~1on was noliticall i ndependent of the 

United State s the Ne~roes would organize terroist ~oups , ol an assas inati ons 

and n l ant plostiQues ae revo~utions ka~e done around ~be world (They would 

oper~te out of t~e hills of Car rol ~nd TPllahat~ie Counties in a d~e

perate . Des pr .. te :;uerilla war . ) :Bu t the r e !"ion i s tl"rt of ~us~iseinp1 .mnd 

the United s+.etes an~ the pre sence nf the Federnl ~overnment opens t he 

po~s1b1lity f o non vi jlent evol uti onary ch- nge, 
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these i ~ llJ"e .~ . The Ne!VO l)robJem will not be solved i f the uneMnloy-

msnt probleM remains and ~ows . 

On M~ 1.963, seven 1~egroes ifQQ-W l'lerched fHlfii!Ul f ro;n 'lueville , 

!.Uesiesip~i in 'llni'lower o -unt;v , 11nd ... .he ho"''e of to;re~d Ihdian r- la., ten 

'1liles nwa.,- they l ·e • t to•.rn E'nl!inr l oud def ilanee a t. the whi~e man; "thil' l 

Ht.t le ti5.Bht or min e , I•l~ ~oing to let i t shine". Eipht l'liles down the 

road they received word to turn back and thP.y s~oped. Their svera~e 

a ge was 45 . 1·/hen their children p-ow-up drop out , or ever ,IO'aduete, 

from th,ir inadeQuate sch o 1ls and canot ".et j obll , ~t:·'tl they will join 

others t o march on We!SllJ.nPton a.nd wil l we wi tness the anee l i n!' o~' the 

n ntion, or .-.1.- wil~ we expeu i - e of the deteriorst on ~nd despou of t he 

Ne !U"O , 

'!'he NetT O who seelcB" Techieneneuie the t otal Society conf'ront himsel.f 

wi th the d1lefto wheth er , " He ce n be p man who 1~ also a Ne~ro , r atheb 

t h <\n a Ne gro who i s also a man, . 11 And many Ne 'l'!'oes h tove su cceeded in 

t .. king Rdvantage o:r opor tuni ~.ee, entering as individual~> int o thetoomnetetivo 

strenm of American li.fe , but they don•t carry the res t with them , (On ~he 

c<>ntary1 they mu t>t le~ve them behind, becanr e the Ameri c 'lll comot;) itmental

zation of people into roles does not allov for the bus inessman toe cursade 

durin,l3 otf iQe h ours or even a.fter . ) '1bis ent-er i ng we due wh ich came f!lost ly 

of ter W.l~ .tl. i a what is mentJ by notable n rogresa , The new movement f or ..., 

equality h ns 8 iscovered Ne~oes who are said to b e in ROether American 

tradition. '!'he presedent calls- it the "lriJ:I}le st t r adition of Amer i can 

f reedom; The s nrit which moves them i s undoubtly American, what else 

could i t beT aut i t is like the Americ~n ep•to snirit that sent grim troop s 

in r; ,w.n to do a duty job in (1-erm!l~Yaan! still more like .. he French spirit 

ot •he resistance to the German occu~ation. 

Prejudice, l ike the pla~e, stands in the shadows of M.atory t deeply 

rooted 1n ru:m . 
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in man, ready to Apill out whan pas~ions rise . These prejudiees 

run deep in glacier-beds am are n ot ea sly m.ove4,A.ll this is true 

but not our immediate concern to Negro f i p'h:b for t he removal ofe t 

those inst 1tutions "~<rhioh premote prej~dioe and creation of new ones 

wh1ch w1ll no 'l.ll ow indJ.vid1.1.a.l s to crackle the1r priva te race hatreds 

with a public whip. Now t he Negro confronts us . 
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