Following ia an open letter which I will attempt to deliver
perscnally to Dovernor foss Barnett at the cospletion of =y walk
for civil rights fron Chattancoss to Jackson:=

. 433 E. tal
Honorable Kos: Barnett
Lowernar
Staté of kisslssippi
Jutkson, ~lesisaippi

Dear Governor barnett:

I have always had & ware place in =y heart for “ississippl,
the land of wy childhood and my ancestors. I dislike the reputa-
tion thia atate has mequired as being the most backward and most
bigoted in the land. Those who truly lowe “ississippl must werk
to change this image.

Fraskly, I do not know which is worse - to be raised to belleve
that one should be happy to live in poverty and die twice az fast
as the white san and to be told to reject the ideas of those who
tell you democrucy means the right to vote whatever the coler of
ane's sking or ia it worse to bo ralsed as oemvers of & sort of
“muster race” which fights a loaing battle to presarve injustice
with barbaric laws and police state mathods.

The Bricish were wise in that they dissolwved their eapire be-
fore they wers forced to doso. Consequently, the governsants of
countries sach as India and Higeria are stable and friendly and
demacratic. The French, on the other hand, held onto their eepire
a8 long as tney could. Thus the bitter strife inm Laos, Vietnam,
Algeria.

The end of Hississippi colonialisa is fast appreaching. The
only gquestion ia whether you will help it te end in friendship
like the British, or try to hold onto what is already lost, creat-
ing bitterness and hatred, as did the Freach. For our saké, as
well as the Megro's, I hope yoo will decide to try the British
WA,

The white man cannot be truly free himself until all rmen bave
their ri&hl:.u_ Bach is dependent upon the other. Do not go down in
{nlany as-one-who-fought tha Qiaocracy ferall which yoo have not
‘the poWer to prevont.

Ba gracious. Give sore than is imeediately desanded of you.
Kake certain that when the Megro gets his rights and his wote that
he does not in the process learn to treat che white san with the
contespt and o sdain that, unfortunately, sows of us now treat hias.
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Willism L. hoore —



