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SJ:.LEC'IED DATA ON SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC CB.ARAC'lERISTIOS OF 'lHE SOTJ'IHERN STA 'IES .. 

I • .Y.Q.1'!.NG 

Total Number Number Number Nlllllber % of i of State 
Vo tir..g-Age White White Non-white Negroes State White Non-wbi te 
Population Voting-Age Registered Voting-Age Register~d Votin 0 .. At;e Vo ti ri.?;••Age 

Populat1.on Population Popule.t,ion Popule.tion 
State Regiei;ere.d Registered 

Alabama 1,924,936 1,415, 20.5 883,732 509,731 68,317 62,4% 13,4~ 

Arkancas 1,089,358 886,755 _5"06,799 202,593 68,970 57,.l 34,0 

Florida. 3,207,238 2, 711.,818 1,819,342 495,420 18.?,456 67,0 j6,8 

Georgie. 2,549,352 1,893, JCS 1,152,707 656,047 175,573 60.8 26,7 
I 1,892,402 1,347,405 934,862 Louis 1 a.··u;. 544-,997 l_5l,66J !,9.3 21.e 

Mississippi 1,235,072 78.5,776 390,00~ 449,296 23,920 49.6 5.3 
No:i-th Ca1•oline, 2,700,778 2,114,,559 1,861,330 586,219 210,450 88.o 35,8 

South Carolina 1,344,466 947,618 480,793 396,848 90,901 50.7 22.9 

Tennessee 2,193,799 1,864,169 930,198 J29,6JO 150,869 49,8 45.7 
Texa.;.-..c- 2,010,034 1,595,801 658,29J•a 414,233 111,0.14,~ 4-1.2 26,7 

lfirginia 2,437,328 1,977,247 940,11$ 460,081 ll0,113 47.5 24-.0 

* These Texas figures incl,1de 
white population, 

~~~ Statistice.l Estimate 

only twee 65 o-ountiea in East Texas which have more than 15;!6 non-

Souree: See back of page. 
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t'1ote: The data on voting inciude
0

d here was compiled through ( 
the research facilitiGs of the Southern Regional Council, 
5 Forsyth Street, N.W., Atlanta J, Georgia, At the time 
of printing it is the most up to date information available 
on state-wide totals. "More accurate figures hav6 recently 
been attained on specified counties. It is to be remembered 
that this table does not take into consideration the changes 
in figures that have occurred in the past year. 

SOURCES FOR VOTING DATA 

~opulation: 1960 U.S. Census Reports 

Registration: Alabama - Compilation made by the 
B1.rtningham News, June 10, 1962, from various 
sources. Chilton County not included. 

Arkansas - Roport of Arkansas State Auditor, 
1962, for 1961. 

Florida - Report of Secretary of State, 
April 19, 1962. 

Georgia - Atlanta Journal, April 16, 1962. 

Louisiana - New Orleans Time3 Picayune, 
May 5, 1962. 

Mis sissj ppi - 1961 01 vil Rights Commission 
Report (69 of 82 counties.) 

North Ob.rolina - North Carolina Advisory 
Committee, 1960. 

Soutn Cerolina - Negro: Report of South 
Oarolina Progressiv~ Democrats, April 1962; 
white: Washington Poat, July 1961. 

Tennossee - 1961 Civil Rights Commission 
Repcrt (63 of 95 counties,) 

Texas - Compiled by Robert Calvert, Comptroller 
of Public Accounts; racial broakdown esti~ated 
statistically by the Voter Education Proje.ct 
of the Southern Regional Coun~il, 

Vir;inie - Letter from Levin Nock Devis, 
Secretary, Virginia State Boara o~ 
Elections, August J, 1962. 
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II. EDUCATION 

A, ILLI'!ERACY (dui'ined bare as the 
inability to read and write a 
simple message either in Eng­
lish or in any other language), 

State % of Pop. in 1960 

Iowa 
Ida.ho 
Oregon 
K:1nsas 
Nebraska 
South Dakota 
Utah 
Washington 
Wyoming 
Minnesota 
Montana 
Nevada 
V' ei-1110nt 
lndis.pa 
Wisconsin 
Colorado 
Maine 
New Hampshire 
North Dakota 
Ohio 
Michigan 
Missouri 
California 
Illinois 
Delaware 
District or Columbia 
Mar7land 
Okl.e.homa 
Pennsylvania 
Connec tiout 
Massachusetts 
New Jersey 
Rhode Island 
Florida 
,.'est Virginia 
•♦ew York 
llaske. 
.entucky 
irginia 

"ennessee 
'rkansa~ 
,rizona 
t'lew Mexico 
1iorth Carolina 
foxas 
Uahama 
reorgia 
itsaissippi 
{awal: 
\ou th '::arolina 
..ouiaiana 

0.7% o.a 
o.8 
0.9 
0.9 
0,9 
0.9 
0.9 
0.9 
1.0 
1.0 
l,l 
1.1 
1.2 
l,2 
1.3 
1.,3 
1,4 
1,4 
1,5 
1,6 
1,7 
1.8 
1.8 
1,9 
1,9 
1,9 
1.9 
2.0 
2.2 
2.2 
2.2 
2.4 
2.6 
2.7 
2,9 
3.0 
3,3 
3.4 
3.5 
3.6 
3.8 
4.0 
4.0 
4.1 
4.2 
4.5 
4.9 s.o 
5,5 
6,3 

4-, 
0 

... .. 

I I 
Cl) Cl) 
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8, "FUNCTIONAL ILLI'I!ERACY" (refers 
here to a person 18 years of age 
or older with less thaii aix years 
of schooling, 

State 

Utah 
!owa 
Oregon 
Idaho 
Washington 
Nebl:l'aska 
Wyoming 
Kansas 
Vermont 
Nevada 
Minnesota 
Montana 
Sou th Dakota 
New Hampshire 
Maine 
Colorado 
Indiana 
Ohio 
Calif'ornia 
Michigan 
Maseachuse tts 
North Dakota 
Illino.is 
Connecticut 
Delaware 
Pennsylvania 
New Jersey 
Missouri 
Washington, D.c. 
Bhode Island 
Maryland 
New York 
Al(lska 
Oklahoma 
Floricla 
Ari!l.:.na 
West Virginia 
New Mexico 
Virglnia 
Texas 
Kentucky 
Tennessee 
Hawaii 
Arkansas 
Alabama 
North carol.ina 
Georf{a 
Miss ssippi 
South Carolina 
Louisiana 

% of Pop,-1960 

3.J% 
3.5 
3,9 
3.9 
4.0 
4.2 
4.2 
4.3 
4,4 
4.6 
4.7 
4,8 
4,8 
5,2 
5,5 s.s 
5,7 
6.3 
6.7 
6.8 
7.0 
7 ,l) 
7.4 
7.4 
7,7 
8.1 
8.2 
8,,3 
8.4 
8.7 
9.0 
9.1 
9.6 

10.1 
10.8 
11.7 
12.9 
14.3 
15,3 
15.7 
16,2 
17.3 
17,6 
18.0 
19,l 
19,J 
20,6 
22.0 
23.8 
24,9 
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C. SCHOOL OOMPLETIOif 

"If a I drop-out I is defined as a student who fails to complete high 
school, the higher drop-out rates are found in Virginia, South Carolina 
Georgia, Kentucky, and Missis~ippi where half the students do not grad-
uate. 11 

( "Education in America: East and West, 11 Paul Woodring, Sa turda;y 
Review, July 21, 1962, p.37,) The following table shows the percent of 
studentrs graduated from high school in 1962 that had enrolled in 8th 
grade in 1957-58. Kowever, reversal of these percentages would not 
account for such factors as interstate migration and changes of pupils 
between public and nonpublic schools.) 

State 
Wisconsin 
Minnesota 
California 
ijebraska 
IJ.linoia 
Washington 
Bawaii 
New Jersey 
Iowa 
Michigan 
K'.ansas 
Sou th Dakota 
Pennsylvania 
Oregon 
Utah 
North Dakota 
Indiana 
New York 
Montana 
Rhode I.Bland 
Connecticut 
Wyoming 
1'U. B souri 
Colorado 
Idaho 
Ohio 

A. TOTALS 

Percent graduated 
92.3% 
88.2 
86.4 
84.8 
84,5 
84,2 
80.6 
78.8 
78.6 
78,4 

·78.1 
78.1 
78,0 
77.9 
77,2 
76,8 
74.1 
74.1 
73.3 
13,3 
73.1 
73.1 
73,0 
72.9 
72,5 
72.4 

State 
Delaware 
Arizona 
Alaska 
New Hampshire 
Massashusetts 
Oklahoma 
Maryland 
Nevada 
Florida 
New Mexico 
Maine 
Texas 
Arkansas 
Louisiana 
Mississippi 
North Carolina 
Vermont 
West Virginia 
Tennessee 
Alabama 
South Carolina 
Kentucky 
vlrglnla 
Georgia 

Percent graduated 
72,0% 
71.1 
70.1 
69,3 
68,2 
67.9 
67 ., 
6J,7 
62.9 
62.2 
61.0 
60.6 
57,B 
57.8 
57.B 
57.4 
56,4 
55,5 
55.1 
55,0 
54.2 
52.6 
51.9 
,;1.8 

Source: January, 1963, Research 
Report, National Education Asso­
ciation, Table 47, 

III, MEDIAN INCO:ME 

Tbtal medi.an income or families and unrelated individuals in the 
United States in 1960: 

All classes •••..•••.••.• J4,791 
White population ••••••.• 5,088 
Non-white population, .•. 2,520 

Total median income of £amilies and unrelated individuals in the 
South in 1960, both -white and non-white: 

Sou th •.•••.•••••.••••.. • $3, 692 

Source: U .s. Department of' Commerce, Bureau of the Oensue 
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B. SOUTHERN STA'lES 
Median income of f'l.milies and uoralated indi vi duo ls in toe South 
in 1960: 

State White Nonwhite Steto White Nonwhite 

Alabama $4,240 $1,655 North Carolina ~3,947 $1,685 
Arkansas 

~
,122 1,305' South Carolina 4,121 1,415 

F'lorida ,311 2,174 '.l·ennessee l,737 1,801 
Georg,ie 4,370 1,817 Texas ·i57 2,011 
Louisiana 4,597 1,82g Virginia 4, 08 2,231 
Mississi_ppi 3,565 1,16 

Source: U.S. Department of Oommeroe, Bureau of the Census. 

IV. POPULA '.!.'ION SHIFTS 

A, NEGRO POPULATION AS A PERCENT 

Negro population as a percent of u.s. ,tot&l f'"or seJ.ected years: 

Year 
J.960 
1950 
1940 

Negro Population 
18,B6b,Ii7 -
15 1 042 I 28 6 
12,865,518 

Percent of Total U.S. Pop. 
10,o 
10.0 

9.8 

Negro population as percent of South including bo1•der states for 
seleo ted years: 

Year mo 
1950 
1940 

Neffo Population 
,311,607 

J.0,225,407 
9,904,619 

Percent of Southern Pop, 
20,6 
21,7 
23,8 

13. MIGRATION FROM COUNT:flY TO CITY 
Percent of U,S, total population in rural and urban ere~s in 1950 
and 1960. (As used here, 11urban" includes persons 11 ving in urban­
ized areas and in places of 2,500 inhabitants or more outside of 
urbanized areas.) 

Total Total White White Nonwhite Nonwhite 
Year Orban Rural Orban Rural Urban RureJ. 

1960 69.9 30,1 69.5 30.5 72.4 27,6 

19$0 64.0 36,0 64.J 35,7 61.7 38.3 

So1U'ce: U,S, Department of CommerQe, Bureau of t,V. Census. 
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D, NOTES ON NEGRO MlGRATION 

The following is condensed from an article by Charles Silber­
man, "The City and the Negro, 11 Fortune Magazine, March, 1962. 
Reprints of the article are eva1lib1e from the Southern Region­
al Council, 

Negroes are engaged in two shifts: from South to North, end from 
country to city, In 1910, 80% of U,S, Negroes lived in one or 
another of the eleven Old Confederacy states. Over 90% of these 
Negroes lived in rural areas. Between 1940 and 1960, Negro pop­
ulation outside these stetea went up 2¼ times Wltil 48% of the 
total Negro population lived in the North. rn the eleven Southern 
states however, Negro population rose by only 9'1,. 

Most of the i.norease outside the South occurred in the central 
cities of the 12 le.rgeat u.s, urban eroes: New York, Los Angeles, 
Chicago, Philadelphia, Detroit, San Franoisoo, Boston, Pittsburgh, 
St, Louis, Washington, Cleveland, Baltimore - which how have Jl~ 
of all U.S. Negroes. The migration of Negroes has diffused some­
what to smaller cities, .for example, Buffalo, Rocheste-r, Newark, 
New Haven, Fort Wayne and San Diogo, during the past ten years. 

In the South the number of Negroes in rural areas deoli.ned, where­
as the proportion of Negroes in Sou1'11ern cities grew from 77', in 
1910, to 21% in 1940, to!µ% in 1960, The Negro population in 
Dallas and Bouston rose 2½ times, and wont up 75~ in Atlanta and 
Miami. 

April, 1963 

Compiled by: 
Human Relations Special ProJeot 
National Student YWCA 
Southern Region 
41 Exchange Place, S.E. 
A tl.c.nta 3, G.eorgia 




