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liJarch 12 , 1963 ( 

VIOLENCE STA.LKS VOTER- REGISTRATION ~IORI}ERS I N MISSI SSI PPI 

Staff :members of the Student N6nvi ol ent Coordinating 
Committee , working on votar registration i n Lefl or e County , 
Mi .ssissippi, have been the object of a new wave of violence 
in t he past few weeks . The town of Green~rood has been the 
scene of these recent ei forts to terrorize student vrorkers wh.o 
have also helped to seC'.lre food f or Neg ro sharecroppers denied 
Federal surplus food rr-lief. 

On February 2 5t 'h and 26th , over 150 Negroes att empted 
to register to vote in Greenwood, r.ussissip:pi. This is the 
largest number of Me:troe~ i<ho have attempted t o register i n 
Greemr1ood o·r a ny Black Belt County. Hunger and vi ol ence a re 
apparently being USf1d to curtail voter-registra t i on efforts . 

FEBRUARY 20 

Since Februar y 20, 1963 : 
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Four (4) Ne~ro businesses 
destroyed by firet 

SNCC Field Secretary sentenced 
to six months in jailt 

Student worker shot in neck 
when attacked by pass i ng car l 

Second shooting injures f our (~. ) 
voter-rwgistration workers ! 

~SINESS PLACES BUP..NED TO GROUND 

Fou.r small busihel}s plac~s, located on the same. 
s treet as t he Greemrood office of SNCC , were 
destroyed by fire early l•iednesday morning, February 20 

The bel ief t h&t the r eal target was the Sncc office 
finds s uprort i n tbe call re!'orted by Mrs . Nancy 
Brand , ~10rke.r in that off ice . She received a n 
anonymous phone call the morning of the f i re from 



a man who asked if she ever went to the office. 
When she answered "Yes", the caller said , " You 
won't be going there any more . That 's been 
taken care of , " 

The destroyed businesses were Jackson's Garage , 
George ' s Cafe., Porter' s Pressing Shop , and the 
Esquire Club.· 

~·~'**~'**** 

SNCC WORKER ARRESTED ON WASHINGTON ' S B IRTHDAY 

FEBRUARY 22: 

FEBRUARY 28: 

Samuel Bl ock. SNCC field secretary was arrested in 
front of his office in Greenwood , Mississippi on 
Friday , February 22 . He was taken to an unknown 
jail and charged with "circulating breach of the 
peace." When tried ·On Monday , February 25, the 
charge was changed to "issuing statements cal
culated to breach the peace," and Block was 
sentenced to six months in jail and fined $500,00, 

The j udge vth~ pronounced sentence told Mr . Block 
that he would reduce the fine to $250.00 and suspend 
sentence if lje would leave Mfsaissippi for good. 
Samuel Block was .!22!:!!. and reared in Mississippi, 

STUDENT SHOT AND CRITICALLY \>fOUNDED 

James Travis, 20 year old SNCC stafl' member , 
narrowly mi ssed death when the car which h e was 
driving was shot into by three white men , seven miles 
outside Greemwood on Thur sday evening, Fe.bruary 28. 

Travis was accompani.ed by Robert Moses, director 
of SNCC's statewide Mississippi regi stration 
program , and Randolph Blackwell, field directer of 
southwide Voter Education Proj e ct . An untagged 
1962 white Buick passed Travis ' car on the high• 
way t o Greenville, Mississippi and fired several 
blasts into his car. Both front windows were 
demolished, seven bullets pierced the side of 
the car, and ·a bullet passed through Travis' 
shoulder and lodge.cl at the back of his head , behind 
the spine . He was operated on the next day at 
University Hospit al in Jackson, MississiPpi . 



MARCH 7: 
SECOND SRCGTING INJ URES FOUR 

Four vot er reJl:ist.ratd C'n 1·1or.kers were cut by 
flying glass when the car in which they W!re 
sitting was fired i nto on V!ednesday night, March 7. 
This was the second such shooting in Greenwood in 
less than ten days . 

Those cut by the shattereri front ~Iindow of their 
car were Sam Bl ock, 2.3, i'iillie Pea,cock, 25 1 Miss Peggy 
Marye, 19, and Miss tssie Broome, 24 . The four 
young persons had just left a church meeting dealing 
with food and clothing needs of the county. 

OTHER PERTINENT FACTS : 

..... 
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"' .... 

There are 19 , 806 Negroes and 6,881 
whites in Leflore Count-y, Mississippi. 

Some 22,000 people were denied~Federal' y 
supplied surplus commoditiee . Coun't,y 
off icials said they conld not pay 
workers to distribute the food; yet 
no employees ~I ere laid off when t he 
22,000 were deprived of this relief . 

Samuel Block is one of the twenty 
young i1ississ1pp1 Nebroes working with 
t he Student Nonviolent Coordinating 
Cornmit tee)voter-registration program . 

Bleck has been arrested seven times , 
beaten twice , and was forced to jump 
from a second story Nindow laS; August 
t o .flee a l •Jncb mob of ~thite men 
carrying chains, ropes and iron pipes . 

The STUDENT NONVIOLENT COORDINATING COMl\'liTTEE (SNCC) is an 
Atlanta- based student movement, with veter-registration programs 
going on in the hard co·re rural areas of Alabama, Georgia , and 
fvlississippi . Staff members work for maintenance when it is 
available . 




