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FOR D llEDIATE RELEASE 

SASSER., GEO~.GIA; January 3 •· A Sasser policeman has been charged with violat­
ing the ciVl.l rights of three field workers from t he .Student Nonviolent Co­
ordinating ~ommittee (SNCC) by fo~cing them to leave town dur ing a drive to 
register ·Negro vote~se 

United States Attorne:y Floyd M. Buford said he has filed a criminal 
information against Denver Edgar Short, ;Sr. , Sasser policeman. He said Short 
is . charged _ ~ · th _six counts _of depriving citizens -of. constitutional rights. 

Shari had fired a pistol as a earful of SNGC \·mrkers who 1-1ere: driving 
in Sasser. He is charged with "illegally· arresting Ralph \rJaldo Allen, Willi~ 
Paul Berein, Jr., and Prathia Lauranne Hall", all SNCC staff members. Bereirl , 
a student at Atlanta·' s Clark College, 1;-vho worked for SNCC during last summer 
and during he Christmas holidays, said that Short arrested the occupants of 
t he car, pl ced them in the Sasser jail and then transferred them to nearby 
Dawson, whe e they were held for five hours and then released. The federal 
action also said t hat Short allegedly forced Allen to lea:ve Sasser.. Allen, 
and SNCC Fi l d Secretar.f Charles Sherrod , were arrested last August £allowing 
a series of ot er r egist ra.tion meetings. At that time police chief H. B. Cher·r y 
said that t l!e two were charged with vagrancy because they had no vis:i..ble means 
of support. 

Sher · f Z. T. l•ia.tthews of Terr ell County said t hat he had no :information 
about the feideral action . Matthews and his deputies , smoking cigars :' cursing 
and packing pistols, invaded a church in Sasser last July 1-1here SNCC members 
,-;rere hol ding a voti ng meet ing . Hat t hews said then that "l.rJe want our colored 
people t o go on living like they have f or the past 100 year s." 

Terre1.1 County is the scane of t he first voting suit under th~l 1957 
Civil Ri ghts ac: t . The Atlanta~ba.sed Sl'JCC has been conducting vot e dri ves her e 
and in Lee, Baker and Dougherty Cou."'lties for a year and a half. Sl~CC workers 
have been repeatedly arrested and harra ssed by local law officers, four area 
churches have been burned 1 and t 'l'lO SNCC staff ers were shot by night riders 
this summer. 


