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•-- L~DY : ALL I WANT IS Mr BIGHTS f 
' 

SotLthwee t Georg ia is pe anu t s , p ecan, and cotton country . lt ' a 

in the iHaok Bel t, so-cal le d either because t he majority of t i. e people 

a r e lfegro , or be ce.u se of t .be black earth. • l 1.ve heard both rea son o , and 

both are t 'ru·e. 

Neg;roes outnullib . er whites more than 2 to 1 in llu:.:ti;xLee , aaixTerre ll , 

and Sumter Counties. 

Al l political &nd acoho .J.io p ower is i'irmly controlled by the 

minority of white s . 

Defore the Civil War, this was slave plaDtation country. Today, 

a lot of the land is still owned by. the gnandchildren of the alav a ­

holdees , and wor ke d by the grandchildren of the sl·aves . 

The special report published by the United States Ci"il Righ ts 

Com~ission in 1961, and enti tled "VOTI NG, ddale at lengt~ with Lee 

Cou.nty; The ave rage NegrQ i)\ Lee County haa gone to school only } . 2.years , 

the averac e white, a l ·most ' ten years. The average white person earns 
annJI.ally' 

Sl,571 . ~he average N!gro, $479 a year. II I 
during t he • -~- ,;. .1\" Hegro fie l d -band often is paid onl~ Sl5 a we ek 

)ff."cfA :, .r),> :~..-....!.. '""'-' 
( ,:.-(1 '"crop picking, a.nd as automatic 

.Avy'l 
vi r jobs a re becoming acarce . 

pickers are repla oing human labor, 
~.L,J A-o-r .,d...J 

i' .l- A Out of cloa<a to 4 1 000 Negroe a 

~9 were registered to vote , a lthough l i ving in Lee County~0 ~~'~;,\;han 
{..~ "-t'-...-y-r-; 

most of the 2,000 whitee ~ere registered. 

Reverend Charles Sherrod, the head of the St~&en~ NonOv16lent 

Seg~d jn e hR8 CQm,it1;e ~ ' a Southwest Georgia Voter Registration Project111 f 
' . 

of the ·Student Non-violent Co ordinating Com:mi~tee t old .me that there 

were only two classes of people in S.W. Georgia - the owners , and the 

s hare-croppers and day laborerea ln other words , wealthy whites end 

poor Negroes, rher e uaed to be , aome poor whites, but most have migrated 

to tbe faotoria a. afxiaaxlaztaxazx 



·-- ---- - --., - --- ... ---·- -- · 
' 

Ce orgio. to weirk with t he S."--:.o u >b N~4»-t C~t-~ ~o!l!M~~el· s- J ,-v.)l'- <:.1.:, 

-Y.o t-er r egi-rl'rat-i."''n-ttz:i::u :-proj eo h- Rev er·and ~ Sherrod , the heed­

.o'i"'-t-tre<"i'-~~llo"tt.. drove me through Lee County and Terrell Count y • 
. 
He showed me piles of r ub ole t hat had once bean churches. They had been 

burnt down by irate lfhitea because Negroes were using them fo r voter 

re gistru tion meeting&. He showed m~ the fi eld where a Negro body 

t urned up laet 3ummer - riddled wi th b..;llete and castrated/ 

In Lee County , Sherrod sh'O wed 41e the tree where ax~r~i:.ttt several 

;rears ago a white mob gad lynved fi.ve Negroes . l!:ltlil!;j(XllllUU( Th .o.t treel! 
' s t ands as a remmn6dr to NegfreS of the white man ' a power, 

Sherrod introduced me to the leaders of the looal voter res~stration 
....... ,;.,____ 

movement.~ 1-rr:::~~- They showed us the bullet hol es in their 

walla . White night riCal!lS had shot into their homes . I was over'llhel med and f1 

I asked one of thee if kzxk&a the police had caug- t ~he people who shot 

into the hous e . He laughed, He ~ contacted the sheriff the first 
~ Pt-1/ - ,t..; ,, .., ... , +..;; 

time ,.ob i ~ ho u-om=-.•,..-ehot ! n to, Tll!e sheriff 1\o.c~oruse;~ him of shooting in to 

hi s own houee. 
Since the · shootings involved- intimidation of pePPPe t r ying to 

regieteT to vote , · 
Jueti oe Depart ment o'ffioiale and F.B . I . agents investigated, but 

, -)~v-,.~~~ ... ,t~< 
it seems that the~ only pereon they questioned wae thesllmR ~r 

himself. ~-~~ As !et, they have brought in no eusaeote. 

" 
. ~;9)-Y' ,;,.e Sherrod t urned the oar off the blaok.- top 1·oad . : Most of what peesee 

Y~r '"roads" in Lee a re just ruts au t between the pecan and cotton fields­

V' Jtl!XJ!ilt:Xlll.fXl£lll.ll:XXX Sherrod explained that llos t of the pooz•~r people lllv·ed 

back here. 'l'biS ie where SNCC begins its work. 

we were visiting Mrs. Annie lsinea, one of the f irst 

people in Lee County to organize ' her friends to regi~ter • . • 
Mrs . Rboi nes JElllalllti:•• ie a go·od example of bow the Negro people in the 

So ~ th ere changing. 

. . 

' . 



... •.• ---·,~•· uu u ve e u u. u.u.J.·a-. u.na Lf\J. OWl.l0 • .%11 t;,• grybody CU.lle hor 
~ ''•· hn:~ · 

Unmu Dolt1c . Sne helped »xi1~ mo s t of the white women in t h o County 

g1vc bir thr and haa nuraed many white chil dren . She wee n "good n igger", 

~kaxabi ia jhe bad g dined t bd ' ' love" of t he ~bit e d . The7 would givb 

b~re t hei r . ld olo l b &e, a ud gi ve her 

on orodi t . Bu l as soon as she ~:l.rai 

8111111 1 . ou-e . a .. d .. e l l he r soods 

t .. "·' t .._ registered and began e ncouragi g 

otl•ors to do likewise , she lo o t t ho whites' p:l ternatistia affection . 

Sbo lost h e r nura i g job . , h or credit. She bacame oetraci~ed by a 

largij pl.\rt of the Negro communtiy , .. b o hnd J~een warnec! by their bo t~oos 

to stay n way from her Her home wae attacked by night riders.;';' 

A former mayor of Do.wson , in Tereell County, sa&axsssnid , '"fhia 

i s a !ouc!alist ic nyetem . Bu t 1 don't lcnow how or if it will bo chonged . " 

fi-A a.i firn t, it migh t appear that it would be impossible to etort a ny 

kind of movement at a ll in Lee County . It is a large County in area, 

but its ~100 •hit(:'"';tn';f-4;6G{)-N~:roe& live widely scattered. T hero 

are no urban cente~s. 

Jlo:r:.~-v "' .... t .S"MO e- ,.oHUt al av ery d ays there ·a»Q been sporadic rebelliono
1

a-gain.a.t 

tbe-ey~tem~here have b en many individual s who from time to time 
... ~"{: <:I..J.t<-..-.1 #~~-.. ·- - >L-~ . .... '#- ' - • 

have :ttoo~:!.nst .the - w · ~etaactui<'e" 
I ' /t • • 

~ One of the l ead~ James Kaye. said hie fathe r and br other& bad tried ,, J t ,..__. • 

to v~te~e~vorai years ago. They couldn't because wh~t oe carrying 

guns thr eatened to kill them. ;.but it"i'aen '~ u'n_til.._, --<:~ -~ 
.,c..,--..r~=--T.l-.f ~ ~~---~.C:::.--. 7•&;--; .,_ ~ ~ ~ ~'-'- .__.;..::.:~.-..z.((i .. .;..u ~/ 
the TuauDGf o f 1962 that .a coordic,a ted , lllass movement be~n . 

The Neg~oeo of Lee and Terrell County were in spired by tho mae s anti­

oegrojlation demonstrations in the nearb,r city of Al b a ny. They adopted 

the methods used in the o~t7 to tboir own neede, a nd began a move~en t 

to improve the conditions of the eohools, and to regi•ter to vote. 

Sere ie Doctor •.a. Andera6n , a physician . anR•g~ad of the Albany 

Mo?ement , e xemplifyin g the explosion of Negro !eeling. 

1j ~ •--- ANDERSON TAPE 
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. Our main jib was to go frow aback to shack and talk to peopl e. 

We woul d talk abo ~t the im~ort ance of r egiste r ing to vote . With t n a 

vo t o, 

vo ice 

lloeroea for the first time ainco R8 constructiqn could have a 
r., /(-: c.. '\ 

in how their givernment was r un . We ~ +hea abou~ t heir rights 

under Feder a l law. hbout t he foo t t bot people , oth wlJi te and 
N~ R TO 

x ra Ill:: al): 
I 

all over the cou.ntry were s li. pporting them. 'lie invited t hew to t he 

we ekly waoo meetings , We explained how Negroes were t ot ting together 
oo~;~ditions in nenr- by Albany, and bo " :u:xagJO were gett ing be t tar t here . 

Every Sunddy a ll SNCC wor Kers woul d ~Qx%~xCKKZ~KlX&11KniXKafii~aiX 

XI go t o t he variou s chur ches in the coun ties , aa%xaai)x~ex:xa ix~~~~~xa 

We worabip8~1iax,•l~i~#xial~i• me •s new people, ano1if t he minia t er waa 
' 

fr~ondly , and invited us to tal k , . we spoke about xaiaxxxa~ a Ne w South, 
r eports of 

and about voter registrati9n. In the pno•,~police 

brutali ty , lynchings , and dieorim&oa t i on were auppreeeed by local 

a uthorities . fhXKXX&XM«l~IK~Xl«X#l~~XN~~~«KKXXXK~K~XliX~~~~~~· 
r 

. , . Qo puredL ""'<.. ,.., ;+, V•llon evei' ~~ ••xa 1ncl!> den te a fxxxaiaa•u·,.llx -~b w&e to- g(it 
v ~~~) ~ 

t he s tory to the nat ional pr ess, -£nd-4+- con tact t he Ju s tioe Department 

1 and F. B. I . i'llztillaxx:i:xaixiiaa,:xilleaaxaiaxiaa 
' 

I 
I 
' 

We also started literacy claaeea. 

the rogiotra~iOh-pol~~. 
L ~-· -'-'"' . ;.,~ ­

. for hundreds of years . 

IJ ~ -- . "" .., • .._. ~ ...... ":.-
~'f: ~ wa i te, lll.Y main job , f a r .. f rolli- ·tnlM:n g ·pe ople- to-
IN. .~ ~, .\ "'t r '-"'tn~..r--

waa to a~meho~v break~barrier a t ha t have existed 
f\ 

~oat Negroes rea~ted t o me aa t he$ have been 

t augb t to readt to a l l whito mon - wi t h ,a eubeervient • yaasub boas• . 
· '1'!! talked about 

r1E-'•·,. :,.,-
anyl~int - t he ~eather, crape , local goA sio, anything t o gain ' 

oonfi dance. 
'll i t h me . Some 

Sometimes I h ad a U,t;tle trans is t or tape re oor~er or.Qw ~tt~ in- t h e 
J...-<)....w ~.,.. liouce tt!ai~~~ .. ~~ll'-IOn.l we 

of the child?e¥~t a kic lr. out of:t it. &lu. ;.__1 baol<,~roulld o f.~~"P8 ' J . _ ,. ~ .~ ~ ~-
• talking to t h e kids~.,_ ~ ,......,._ ,,. I ....,.......... ,_._ 

! !P!"'arxillaixi&JI•• t he local Deputy Sberri f' f ••• w••,. .. I -'llbi lo we were ~~r.: ... • 

B. arreated us later in the d~ · ou ta ide the house . 

v w - ·-[!~ f E or-



t· 
I 

I 
I 

i 

l 

lt waD b a rd f o r me to o·. erc ome those cha rooterilrtic s .,.i thin mys l ef 
- b ~. ,+ } ; ~ <<' ( ,, 

that caused ~-~ 4~.;]1'ler~·. , I _q~,sco~erad tbat ;u;;tx I had 
\ 'f.;..s;f o',V--<~- ,:_ .;:<.c-_~ 

ID Bny traits that where pe.ttu-f1'&{;t'rf"'hi te , and I had to have a f ull 
--::---:··--1-

under ~tant:ing of these before I could be affective . Trait .. ~ uch as 

pate r nali s lD , or over-reacting and tryin g to "prove" tha-t I wn en ' t 

lik e other white men. I had t o ove-rco me · s elf consciousness , I had to --l·earn t hose tra i t s v; h i ch are baeli: li:ally hum.:n and univeroal, and give 
,1....--'...·ll.-

up m~>ny tr&i t a which I c ·onaidore d part of my i.nd.i vi.ciual i ty , but 

wh ich only served to alienate myself from the people w. th whom I worked. 

All SNCC work ers in Southwest Georgia live in th e bome 3 o§ 

local reoidenta. .l.'l.'];Jl:Xjii\j:iixii.iilfi(XS:Klloliif 'll'he?=ha•a very little moans 
' 1/" C:... ~I.._..\. 
,
1 
or support outside ll:fXIrka:kxl:ra~~:axx:u:&xcinr:ta: of the food and abe 1 ter 
' >...: !'. . ' . . 
p e.ople ~ve ~. _')c. r1 ·c..f-~ Mc.; .. wt, ..... fC. .:..~ ,..,.:,\.. .:; ,.., -·II "' ""•--•+$ 

. rl'• · ;1.)~-"' houses •"" 
f~•·"'' f-C..<· n ., . , s~ , ..... ,;-" " pj=: ,".:_ j...., Jtf'l.,._..t._.. '~ llll ' II -r'1,""._ 

i; ..a w-
1 

•x are s·o ~r··l ~~~"kx"fXXA~XXR&~AXXRzkRXXXRRRXXR¥X8SIXi;IIXJIX IIX&XaX•R~~f~G n~e.s 
~ .. , (,.~._ .... ,:"'\.<(\ ;:-., ~'\.it-""'-'~~"':!..,- t -t"h"'Q ~ 

s·:pr-e·a-d~~ that automobiles ~~:re absol~telj; neoeaaar~ o 

work} ~ese&)\~O.u;tli!SI.Il'e-·4o-o,.~h~.ate •· 1'\lany time a ~ta iug::JPJ 

· · - '- __._.____,_ ....... ,__.,._b~deoide•~be••e•n food ~-oU'1'VO"l"Tea 
a.;.<pe~-e.~~ w , . .,.__ . _,\..... ' 
or gas• "~ the. a=)v .3-"e alwa:s ·: oame first . 

Sherrod assigilehys~l~6.nd . a John O'neal, a graduate of s~"'f:"r:~ 
-....cL ;(;I_ ri .-<.:.:.:::..... ·• ~ 

to work wi-ilb the vohz -re-gill-s-t-riHri~~·~~ Lee Count7. lll-'- _ ,4..._1 ...,...(;L., 1'1.._~,-ec.._l' 
~- ~ '<.. -- -

illHHlx:u:xku:a-Du:dng the perioli I waa t'n•• a; J 0 hn and I helped 

piok erope , and. helped Mama l>oll·i: ~o th~m work in order. to •.y.t l:._-.~ .._I 
t I . 

help ends meet. ' . 

Very oleee feelings develop between SNCC work ers and t-he::, .!- w'-1 
0 

+c-ckc 1-~ .... - /,.., , 1\i~e~ 
p_eopl E! who .. lip))Q'i'-~·n-d=='1r:H-lr-,rtrollr"tlreJ work. ~ Prathia 

Hall , a. tield eeoreta.ry in Terrell Colllltyl ~-had 'bna a;;&y~m_ 
.... h .. 

·-~re-~e• eevvrtt.-1:-mon•ths:;::: i\1'§ had. gone home to Philadelphia for 

several month·sJll ' and wae returning. foz a vluiL, She j.a~e:r oa.11e luti!ll:-. 

tre==WoTk in !ex1e1 r . 

V .-< •••• PRATRIA lULL !:J - . 

Ot oouroe, a~bodT who houaee SNCC workers baa to live in 
I . I 

constant d~nger. All the houses ibat have taken workera in have bean 

-" ~ ' shot at(~~~ ~iaePe. ~here were ebot gun• in every room at Mama 
' Dollie l a ina 



Trim P ~~r111t er men 
On.:~ of ille woot activo :I)«JDflka wae

1
,a da,r- labo:er, and a J.eacon at 

S UIIIllt (> r Cr.un ty a ouuutry C•u•· nh. lle convinced hie oongregati ~n to open the 

t.. Church f v r voter re ~,;is tratioo llleetinge . u~(lth<rels- C.nt-4 }J 
rJ;...,;; .- ......_ C UIQ e 

/rio •••uct.:ivta~r home .from fiahiog, and found his l}ouao blUnt Lo tiLe 

d • ·.L 1 · ql.··~:it- · I, .,7. · •· 
a-~·o ur• 1• <hru 11. " t.wo.::.lil_tle-,81.51...1i· -travt~ frozen to_ deat)\::::i-'1! ..:_ -~~rl>y-

dJ..tch-... .:-fl..-had-l.o-et e"errtlriti~Wlre-rr-tre--to:l:d LLe about-it,- ho aai.d­

''¥-e .. -;=tt;:-;;~-., ~i-..'boO'd·--•"'··l> h-eood-fish ·&n~l-e.ao-to---co<>l< i i> . ''-·-
• ....... it, .. \ eJ... 

!Ilia little girls told him~ white m4n had done it, Be and 
I 

the g1rla were a~oat1oned by the local aherrif, by %~~eonta-£~m-
• ~I 

the Goo.·gio. lluroau of Inveetigatlion, and kola tho .F. :S. I. TheY·.L-:r"".l '> 
,(.1<, '<'I . ·-

.~ ... -a.,ar-with-t·he-sto'r.r that lllie two girls did • t. R~and etm=r~ 

/ "s.b<3.~:P~-.x;pt;ri• a .il -told- t he-,.t-ao-rx-vy--"tat"t"t -a...-,m•na'81r'ai'G'e"'t-i -a g 1 

V (;. ""***"~HEI!ROD ' S BUlllUN G HOUSE STORY 

<Yo.-.:( 1\-. 
Sbortly after this happened, w.ax.ldxxr2jSx :tw.:r ;~Porter ua8 

(....L.o~\ ~ ~l' (........._r~ -:..:d-~ ~·~ , .,~ 
staying with a friend, XllX&d:l:ali: \~e w-en~see him . B"-uai'cl that 

I t ,..U (; I I J\- I-

G 

f be She riff tbld him be x~mx a cl §fierrod would]~rr~oted if they 
,..,_ • ' ,_..l. ~..::<.- J - K. - ·"--~·I I 

bald anotber meeting in SumB'ter. Porter 1e-a'i-d it JU-st a wa't"to-r-o-f- ! 
~ -"..,1 .k .........._:.___\: 

~ <JO that we a~l-d 'ott a wa :r&. R~a·&-e-t-Bn·diJig-.for-llis-l·i ;tts, -
;~... --·~ ")'~ J.M.,..,.. L.,_( ~ .-.. b] 

en"d-O'~O'Ui'..U&. wou.l-d---1('0' to thA '~"•+• -- ~, ... ~ · -- ...,.~~.._...:;;;.....,,.~ 

1/ 1 ;~UUSR.E.RROD Is GRAllDMOTHER :!.TOllY. , t..l•- '-=-:. ' 
When we-·wen-t-vo-

d S t. wA received threatening phone calla , .\ Our work i .n Lae;J an um er, ~ 

oar wuo followed w11are aver we went, .:Soma times by toonag6d kids , 

' I sherrif ,~ometi.tes by IA SO with p:una. 
a omo times by the 

Tho first 
w -\..1'-

thin" we did when we 
)..,.. ~JJ.,l--, 

movod into a emall town was ·,.. ~;..,...._.v 

tO . 91 o..l.lf- down the main utreet, 

~., t, ' - ,~~ ,.. ..... - ,.A-(....\,. ,....->- . ' 
:orde-r- to try to allAY the~wh~i.te_per..eone.'.:-f-e th~ "0: wer! .operating,t.X.... L "-:~ 

_ t l_ .... ... , ........- - , ... , • ._ .... _ ... .. , .... ·-" j., .... ~ ' . -r--~ c- 1 ,.L.. { .... ~ ..... l' , 
' 1111 ul l tho pa pu·e a aid . IXXfij{ KJCX:S:l!«XKlMIU.IUK/fXIb'£JCX.II:.f Xl! Th~ town ·had -" """~~-· 

,;.. ··-;;~1-i-~-;;-~~ ~~hf s~oa~ w1 th high wooden aidewa_l_k_e_._(lncL '!-n- awnin,g tba t etre tohe1l 
[., .I •··- , •. l v- ~ ·-- -·--------A .\- ..(,..-i'~ -1 - . I 

! rout one end of the utro~:_::o ~t_he _ott:er.1_{.,;tike tho towns you., aeo i~J · 

(do.wboy -~ovio~ Wrr walked down the -etreot; and declbded to get a 
... ___ _ ..... ~- _..fl- .... {~~--""' ... "'-""" -~·:. • 

, • ........., I - • 

c oke from a gas station on tho o t her side. ·TbQre- were-.thr.!l Q...O..£ tta.J 

m;)t::taclc:f . J nok- Ch·a-t.i".1el d,-a...,v.hi..t&-worker;- Chi;o·o-Ne.bl.a.t.t ,- Negro-, -and my sa·tr . 
/-.'-" .1,..~ c.>-

As we wt•lke d ucv111ee we- noti·c·e-·ct-t-h·et-ttre group of meu \'th-o-j.n.evJ..tah.ly- banr 

-rir -..iu::d- nl:'l-5..,.th·O.Xn g11s st11tion~( <an-a-epen<r!le.l:t)!.i;::.Ll19il'--rt"l7e-o- 'the re , • .1 • i~~,_. -... '- - ~ 
r ~f~ A.l...- .,,..... .... . ~-- - -M..::tZ.....:,.-.:::'~ .(,_...-.._.1 ~-~--~ · ~·l. \ -­

were c oming toward us . "One man c,ame-t.o.w-rad-us, ""d. tried to shove .J... ;),_-
-~ \, · nd~-... ~-uc, in ardor to .pro.v.o_e a fi,ght, lt later tu.rned out that he was ,._, 

the mpy r of the tolln , xll.lllix SeveriU daysi later, he issued a warrent 

for our arrest, claiwing that we trcaopaeeed on a corner of a field he 

owned, which is pissible because he owned most of the fields in town. 

--A~T. He came toward ue a d told u.s not to come to hie stati on . 

\Vo politel y ea-i-d--a-1-r-il);olrt-&nd turned to go back aoroes the bteeet, 
I•. 1- +L• .._~_..,_-u=- l't..~ _...,.:.~;... ) •• ~-'' -· 

wh.e:r.oa-we-saw anot er two 1oen' starl)..ng-e.t uef\ W8 aim:p'ly walked toward 
,.....-l'.v ·~ -•l ,J.c.,..,... ,(..-eo--- ......,..- • ..:.._ • t- ...... ~ 

thew , looki.ng. down-eo .as... n-o-t to provoke an incident, and simply walked 
1\. .. ..;... ::.1.- ........ -- · -

a ... ny- from· the direction fO'lL'W which we came . They shouted t.fter us, 
... .......L. \ .... - ..... 

Rn il s.o .:s.n~ 

http://a_rah.it


L7 
.. xl,ji, ,._i_L .:........'+ ." -~- ...,..l..J-j""'- ~ 

. " ' ;os ,i:!.,l:. ~ ,...., <\ 
~-fll~~Jo-l-y---<>o-<~uN•J:HH~-1-n-~he-wcrrlt . P&&.J:..' t~ hard ti bt 

pit of 11- ' g 
feol i os ~ the atowach. ~oo~me a part or life . 

Where ever we we t, we ocnstantl7 har~assed by t he police . 

Ln AlbanJ , I was picked up twice on s usipicion of stea l ing the 

car I was dri ving. It takes several bour o for the pillice to 

"provo2tc the C.r own satilifaotion that the car bas n o t been stolden , 

but in the ~eau time t hey let you sweat it cut an ae~ you que tiona 

e bput t he nex t mo \ e t he voter r e g 1s tration movewcnt wil l ~eke . In Dawso~, 

in T . rrell Coun ty, there is a corner whe n e a new atop sign had been 

put up, but the C~ty o bviously forgo t to take the old onw down , so there 

are two stop sig~a, one about five feet from the other. lf n person 

wvkkin{; t:or t he IJOvemont doesn 't stop twice , h e&:s likely to b e sl apped 

in jail with a 1 i ne. 
. ._tv~l 

One n ght , the home of Caroline~~niels , in Dawson, was shot intcx 
(~rl...¥ ,¥-- ·- ·.P' ·---- -

by whites. The-knowl.e~k,e....,!_I!.S~r&e1}- that she wasll hous i nA' wh~te 

SNCC workers . ia~xgm%xakm%xi~x~kaxaxax J ack was standing in the 

li~ing room and got shot in ' the arm. Be ahoweda me the ahirt that be 
I 

wu s wearing, and the holes were just a frac t ion of an inch from hie oh~st. 

Jaok had j us t ooae to work in Terrell, 
~ 

ue h ad ever been n the South/ B~ had 

in fact this was the r•rst 
~· fJ, ...... ,...___ ... -'-~ ... 

onlY- been :th~re. f4rty five 

time 

minutes 

-1~~~ when it happened. iKK The police ware oallad to help, 

but lieten to Jaok desoribe~heir a \.ti tudex when they drove him sud 

another SNCC worker to the pol'ioe s'tction for questioning. Be also 

said t hat t4e dQctor who had be en calle d in threatened to kill him if he lli:l 

didn 't leave Terrell . 

,j"' _:-- -JACK CRJ,TPI BLD STORY ------



indioute that wl•itea ~nd Nogroeo are living .t. ogethor. To tho white s 
(' I ' J 

j,.. ;ith'' .:,};;Ut I ' o'limo
1 
in't~- co~tact, ;hie was .io~d, d'irt'y, fiithy. 11hon I 

Lb~ lloveruent firsL moved into Terrell , all the local paper had to do was 

publish s pi•ture ~f • Negro worker standing boaide a wh tbo female 

w • . k<u.·. The next several days several churc hes were burn t do•m . 

Whelt Rev. 9ho~rod and two other SNCC workers first oame t~ Southwest 

Goorgia, thd)" x:tlll:l:ttdx:tllxlur:s:ta:ouaxkx in:todded to begin the voter 

ro gi a tro. tion proj cot in Slaud:luoas :l:xlh:urs:tax Terr6 )t Cuunty ," Z:iil!X lt& o 
its polioe authorities 

caLled "Terrible !lle~rdll" by looll residents, an~ ;u~:u::t:~g1 reputatJ.on 

of being ono ot the ~:i:xiat moat opp~ose1ve 

However, Terrel County Negro leaderu wore very cold to the Movement. 

Most 
!, "r.-·- ministers -
of tham wou I tJ oo t 1 et SNCC . ( o? ae· i"t-1-a-·c~ll·ad-; - SlTICICj · u oe their 

ohurohes to hold voter registration training eatings. Othar laadeca 

upread ruuoura about SllCC people • 

.!) K i!i.t.l~li ~ 1\.CjU:.I!X !li lf.f X~~~ lllU X.!( X.fiUi X M l!.~l! liltfiU~HH~li;)fXif.lil!lilltli l1Xlri6 iiX .IIX l'.i il 
.atiU!lU:U.ldlj(X..U 

SUI!:RRODJ>H:~ th~oame to the oonclueioa that "i'Qse-ibly the Negro Comu.unity 
ot' Terroll:J: was not ready to be th-e- pilot voter regiatra.tL>n proj oct . 

~ ~- ~.. h~ ~ 
They h!!ld to eee ou.ooeooee eloowh~re •. 'in ort.lor-t-o·-overcome-thc~r-douuto ­

Count.Y ne1n:by 
and- 1'oal"8'. · So Sl!CC moved from rural T£rrell ~o -tlle ra1o:1:tvely ls.rc;ex: 

city of Al bnny . 

As a reu~lt of •xx:m«ixam:i:xaa anti-segre3etion demonatr(atione 
...-,({_.,., (._ __ _ 

or(l'ani:;ed and cal.'ried out by 1/egro youthe' of Albany, working with. 

Si:CC 11orkers, ranra't :a&xa:xakxbl~t~:r.Cixpxe~1la!la:l:mJra'ts the adult: t Nogro 
.....-·-communti,Y" " ere moved, a nd organized the Albany Ll0 vement , headed by 

Dr . W.G. Andoraon , 

Tho !.lovemen t 

Counties. 

reaidento organi~ed 

In Lee, a high eohool atudent , Charles Wingfield, had been 

expelled for presenting to aohool officials several demands for 

improvamer1te in the eohoola, mod for encolh.ragit1g people to ~agister 

to vote. Lee County X:1Ul Negroes organized a boycot of the achoolo,_ 

keapi g their child~en howe, and demanding that Wingfield bs 

reinstated and that his demands be met . In the midst of this 

/ boycott , several reaidento 1nv~ted SNCC workers into Lee County/ 

·j c-GLD/ 

• 



, 
I 

~o on-agc re formed a ooL ... i te& and went after school t.o ask people t.o 

rec 1ster . Of ~ourae, we be ped them wi th training sessions. 

~·lull C. Dollie, and other· elderly wo.,en 1 formed their own g r oup . 

C<>nvasei?C i e hard, fruetrat ina work . l.iany people are simply 

afrb id to let you in . They won't listen . Their boaomon hnvc warne d 

tho m not to . They would c lo se their door in our faces, and hope that 

Jdr. Charlias, a ~eror for any boas , wouldn't find out we came . But ... any ,.... ·~ 
would pe er out of the cracks between t~ boards in t hei r walls until 

we were gone . 

X~r~x•x~ra~~2XX~~riiRgrxxf 

Once the Voter Registration Mo vement gained strength in Le e 

and T~rrell, county officials closed the regast~ation offices all 

but one day eaob -.ek 1 and they 11ere open only d~o~ring hours when 

most people 11orked. J . 
___.....~ A I~ t 

~~~9 ~e eerd·~~f-~&zxi~~~iKX~~ ~~~~~x&xi~~~ 
.,.-11:~' t l ~<-tl,). ..,.,. \1-.+- ft-'...s J1\\·~ T• 

from 'Hre eo un~~ f' s •. 7i' • 6 ev-i>8 ia 1 t e.l.~IrS"""i;Jilili.~A~ei=li"':;::_"1FilRHej:Jlt;:;rml.'iliC11' 
Co.:c,.,... ... L < - -. ~~c.·.s , ·11 -.,·ru !::J.j1~~> ,....c-;-• .. ,~,......,.~ .. ~,., t... ,cl..._.-

amm..t -ttra io C gi:st»Hiea:-wo7k"'; 

I ,_, - , ' ,._L •"-\ ..._, C'' ,...., I I• ""' 1 I ' t 
... :1 ""* -'\.~~ ·~ a....,..._.-" C-t_-.....,"-"-1. - -"' . ' • • Lt.. .-... • ..._ ...,..___ ... . -"""~~. ~.<.A. • • J • ~ •• ' ' 

..{-1-<J~ - '~;:::.,~ ?i· 0 ,I ,I··J-r-p-r-rA'l t. ~':'-
~ ... ·~-l-----;,f""'llut diapite violence and isolation frow thnr friends , the I 

I 1-o•·-, ; And rsge•ter:i.ng "" ~.,...r'\11 \ \to'r: County Move m nt ball registered mony voters. 

;.( •·~ r-l~to vote ~ejne ,·acing that white r egis taar, it weans going up to 

Court House • .-.ai It me..a.ne cl.arintr to say that it is valid for , : 
the •.• \ I I I • 

1 ., 1 L ;j ~ )ti?U to be cone erned -bo 11 t-ho-w your govef'nment ia t " h e . ru.11. It 

M regoini .g digni L.Y and manhood. 
me.&!l-& a tira t step toward .. egro ·· an 

-
_It 1ie a · aymbol. . '> 1:..1. 1::... •• 

.... ...... ~ ' 
The Movment is also running Negro candidates for of f1 oe for the 

first tice since reconstruotion. It bas started literao~ o laseea, and 

is beginnging work oa a plan 11hereby County Negroes oan pool their 

weager ~inanoial resources. 

Mass weeting are held in each oounty eac h 11eek . Hero the people 

of the oounties get togstber, sing, and share their fears and 

zi~~xi&a viotoriea, and learb ahdut registering to vote. 



• I.,. .... .!_'f) 
~ 

MAS~ MEETING TAPES (4 minutes) 

S6::I;} \c11H«rent. fro111 original d, , _ , ~Jv.,-
' ~ · .- XT.DI:l!UUtiWA\liX.li1XIJUf~UUXX •\ /'(\'-""'_.~- I W ~ 1 MYrn I 

. Q_.vb/. iJ>' , CUXE 'lU I!Ul!E OF THE BRA liE :::__ .) J ' ·• ~-

, .. 

I 

• t 

I 
I 
I 
~ 

\ 

r .- ~" . , ~ ;::- ... 
• • • r lt. · II' f . , · .....,..+...Jv..,.J.v , 

· , rJ r \( " .v- · . · , ,. 
"Ft-z 

'!'hi s is a mass meeting in Terreu County . 

l
/ :y·\Y site If v· It. is in a tent on tne S8.llie W'bere a chut-cll had st-ood, The Church 

wss burned down ~ast s~er. 

' 

( 

l -

Re~X.X roe pe-ople of the counties are hud~ed around a smau 
k erosene st.ove. They J.ooit nervously st. the tent open~ every time 
there 1 s a noise out;;~de. Twice the County Sherrif! has broken up 
the meeting. 

But they bave fai tb tbat •they sha.L.L overcome. 

J.eadinf right from t•lYe snau. Overcome•: 

Next week: Roots of Discontent, etc. 
Give cred1t to toe FTeedom Singers. 

J-AA,"A, ,~vc:E:rr-- (~f:A j 
--7 .,/)~ .. -vi ,t,.._j 
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