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~e Southecstorn Georgia Crusade for Voters is com-

prised of tho First ~ . s . Congrosaioncl District (15 counties) 

of Georgie. This organization w~s organized in ~pril , 1960 

end beocme em t.ffiliote of SOLO in September , 1961. The ob

jeotrive is to coordinate the politiocl cbilities of the eighteen 

counties by organizing o Crusade for Voters in ecoh county for 

tho folla~i&& purpose: 

l . ~o get avery eligible citizen registered . 

2. 'ro get ell registered voters t o vote in every olecticn . 

a. To interview ell oondidotes. 

4. ~o keep doily records on ell public issues, public 
offioicls end mcke records ov~iloblo t o tho general public. 

5. To operate ndul~ Citizenship Sohcols for those who went 
to become First Class Citizens . 

6. ~ foster direct- action programs against segregation. 

7, To coordinate the rcliticel abilities of ell individuals 
end orgenizstions . 

~o types of ~rcgrama festered by the respective Crusade 

tor Voters ere naturally determined by the needs end resources 

of the individual counties . ln the pest year the Soathesstern 

Gecrgis Crusade fer Vaters has conducted the following: 

voter educstivn programs in seven counties: in
c~uding the aurveyin& of more then 36 , 000 Negroes 
and the registr&tion of 5 , 000 . 

Thirty ~dult Citizenship Sohools in seven counties 

organized Crusade for Voters Organizations in nine 
counties 

:Developed pc.litioel awareness progrema in five 
OOUDoiEHI 



Su~p~rted four ~egroea for public office. in -t~ . 
cou:ntiee 

Negotiated the &ppoinmont of more then 20 Negroes 
to governmentel Boards. Commissions and Committees 
in 'rwo counties 

Negotiated the u_r-greding of many .Negroes in 
government&l positions in our county 

Negotiated the hiring o£ Negroes in ~ositions 
previously held by white-only in the county 

Conducted Get~t-The-Vcte Cem~eigns in &11 elect~ 
i ons 

Oond.ucte<i. e Direct -Aoticn l'~ogrem in one county 

The Chatham County Crusade for Vote~s bBs been the most 

effective county orsanizaticn in our District . Through ita 

political action }rcgram the following facilit ies have be~n 

integrated in the city of Savennuh and the county of Chethem. 

Ga • 

1 . Municipal Golf Course 

2 • .r.l'UniCil;~>l .oir .?crt 

3, .rublio Library 

4 . ti&vvnnvh's .?~lice Dep&rtment 

5. City & County ~6ter Fountains 

6 . City & County Rest Rooms 

7. Seating in City Police Court lntegreted 

8 . Seating in County ? olica Court 

9. City Auditorium 

10. City Civil Servia~ ~xaminetions 

11. City Vot e r ~egistretion Lists 

12. County Voter l:te.gistr&tion Lists 

13. City Voting ?ells 

14. County Voting :i'olle 
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15. County Tax Return Lines 
16. Seven City Boards, Comr.dssions & Committees 
17, Integrat.ion of the Fire Department in Savannah 

The Chatham County Onusade f or Voters' Political Action 
program was r esponsible for the upgrading of Negroes in the 
following positions : 

1 . One Detective to sergeant 
2 , Two patrolgen to corporals 

3. One laborer to water meter r eader 
4 . One laborer to waterpump operator 

5. Two laborers to foremen 
The Orusade for Voters ' \'I&S not only responsible for Negroes 

being appointed to the follov1ing Governmental Boards, Cammissions 
& Committees but named the appointees : 

1 . Savanna,h FUbl.ti.:c- Library Board 
2 , Bacon~ark Commission 
3, Civil ~efense Commission 
~. Savannah Auditorium Conrnittee 
5, Savannah Recreation Commissi on 
6 . Advisory CoDmittee to the Savanna,h Metropolitan Plann

ing Conmission 
The Crusade for Voters' was also responsible for the hiring 

of Negroes in the following posi tiona : 
1 . Additional Negro Policemen (The number of Negro police-

men increased from 17 to 30) 
2. Negro firemen 
3. Negro bus drivers 
The Crusade for Voters' conducted its first Direct-Action 

Program against segregation this sumner . This program wa;s under 
the Qirect leadership of Hosea L. Williams, president of the 
Crusade £or Voters , who was assisted by Benjamin Van Clark 
Director of the Crusaders ' Youth Program. Activities fo the 
~irect Action Program consisted of daily morning training 
~1orkshops, noon downtown marches and speeches , nightly mas s 
l!leetinga, nightly mass marches ( a.fter nightly meetings), daily 
sit-in demonstrations and daily picketin~ to certain segre~ted 
establi$hments. 

These protest demonstrat ions w~re carri~d out mainly 
' 
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against segregate~ hotels, motels, restaurants , theaters , 
eoployne~t , More than 800 arr~sts were made undercharges o£ 
trespassing, unlaMful assembl y , disobeying an officer , incite
ing riots and i~tarfer~ng with an officer ~ th~ perfo~ance 
of his duty , Two~ty-six ~emonstrators were arreste~ under 
peace v1Drr11~ts 1 included wer.- President Hosea L . Willi ams and 
youth loader Benj=in Von Ol=k. v/illiams was l odged i~ jail 

f or a ~30 ,000 bond. lie v1as released after 34 days under a $15 1 

000 bon~. Youth leader Olar¥ remains in jail up to this time 
under a 315 1 000 bond, Hosea L. Williams was later returning 
to jail to pull a 5 day sentence after being charged 1~ith com
tempt of court for giving bis personal oppini on publicl y o~ a 
m~cipal court verdict daaling with tbe 26 peace warrants . 
Nineteon ol' the demonstrat ors i·;ere arrcste~ undar the warrants 
were released from jail after 55 days , after they 1-1ere given 
2 choices of signing statements repudi~ting demonstr~tions of 
re-turn to jail. Out o.f the e ight hundred arrested , 500 have 
been tried and 300 convicted to pay a fine of ~~,100. 00 or 
serve 6~ ye<>.rs in jail and 1 2 years (12 years probated) . 

During the period of demonstrations reany Negroes were 
beli!ot"'n by po:lice , .at least '+ Negroes 'A'er e shot by whites , 
Demonstrators ~tere i'requently gased by the police department and 
Georgia state troopers . Demonstrators were housed in disbanded 
jails wit hout beds or toil et facilities . In some cases juveniles 
were held in custody for more than 25 days . Many Negroes l ost 
t heir jobs , cars and in sone few cases, their Lomes. 

~though there are many demonstrators yet to come to trail 
and it is i'eared they will not be able to be bonde~ out be
cause the Solicitor will only accept property bonds . Integrat
i on of the hotels, motels, theaters and bo~1ling alleys will 
take pl ace bei'ore this SCLC 7t h Annual Convention ia closed. 


