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GUIDE FOR TEACHERS: Contributions of
Afro-Americans to the American Culture

Theme: "Prominent Persons and Their Contributions"

Pupllt!s Goal: To understand contributions of the Afro-American and the
impact of these contributions upon American culture,

Teachers' Goal: To gulde pupils in understanding the acculturative
process In America in relation to the Afro=american's presence
in the Unlted States,

—_-—-—Hﬁ—----—-—--——————-————_—.——————_._.___,__.,

FOREWORD
A group of teachers, a librariun and an administrator began working a few
years ago to create methods and procedures which would improve the image of,
the aspirational level of and knowledge about the heritage of pupils of
African descent within the public school classroom, This group, formerly
the Negro History Committee has become the Interboro Committee on Afro=-
American History, As organizer of this committee, which was formed at P.S. 93,
Brooklyn, N,Y., in the fall of 1960 , it has been rewarding and challenging to
be a part of such an important project. This Wuide for Teachers®™ represents
this wrlter's role in the committee, Other results of the committee'!'s work
are; promotion of the use of Afro-American pictures in classroom charts for
general teachlng experiences; involving Parent Associations to purchase books,
records, pictures for classroom and school library use on a year round basis;
projecting historical knowledge of Afro-American history through school
assemblies, quizzes, bulletin board projects; and particlpation in profession-
al meetings, Members of P,S., 93 faculty who initially volunteered leisure
time for research and ldentification of areas are: Allce Finnegan, Lollta
Chandler, Charles Chaplin; Phyllis King, Olivia L. Hollis, Aubrey Nicholson,
Sylvia Taylor, Beatrice Thompson, Glovinia Wilkinson. Mr. Elias Emanuel,
Assistant Prinecipal, developed a very excellent school wide program as described
above and has enabled the entire faculty to be alert to opportunities throughout
the year for orientation and reinforcement. Members of P,S. 118 Queens, N.Y.,
faculty who joined in 1962 are: Inez V. Allen, Wynolia W, Pulliam, Christine
Williams, Enola E. Phillips, Portia M. Greene, Lols M. Desvigne, Gloria A.
McIntyre, Joyce H. Patterson, Marlan B. Hassell, Dorothy Ransom. Seymowx
Fruchter, Assistant Principal of P,S, 118, involved the student General Organi-
zation and Parent Amociation to purchase and mount charts for year round use
In each classroome, Mr., Julius Nislow, Principal, P.S. 93, Brooklyn and
Mr. Louls Abramowitz, Principal, P.S. 118,Queens endorsed the expansion of
curriculum activities to include those developed by the committee.
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KINDERGARTEN-GRADE 2
Lenguage Arts

Pupils may be introduced to the poems of Effie Lee Newsome and
Gwendolyn Brooks., The selectlions included below are examples of the
style of these two poets.

The Snow - by Effie Lee Newsome
The snow's a courteous visitor,
It brings its blankets as it comes
And goes to bed right on the groun&
It never snores nor makes a sound,

Flakes and Drops - by Effle Lee Newsome
The snow comes down in little fllkes

And rain in little .

The water helps to swell the lakes

And goes to mplsten crops,

Tommy = by Gwendolyn Brooks
I put a seed into the ground
And said, "I'1ll wateh it grow."
I Hltcrta it and cared for it
As well as I could know,

One day I wglked in my back yard,
And oh, what did I seel

My seed had popped 1tself right out
Without consulting me,

Pupils mey learn the following excerpts from s longer poem by
Faul Lsurence Dunbar,

The Seedl
As a qu!dE_IIE%§E seedling

Lay within its darksome bed,
To 1tselfl i1t fell a-talking
And this is wvhat it s=z14d:

"I am not so very robust

But I'll so the best I can".

And the seedling from that moment
Its work of life began.

Little folks, be like the seedling,
Always do the best you can;
Every child must share 1life's labor
Just as well as every man,

The stories of George Washington Carver ard of John Henry have
been simplified for young children's comorehension:

George Washington Carver

George Washington Tarver lived long ago before our parents were
born. He was very, very poor, Llke most boys and girls he enjoyed
watching birds and other animals of the woods, He began studying
science when he was young and made up his mind to learn all that he
could about plants and animals, He discovered neanut butter could
be made from peasnuts, He made ink and paste from sweet notatoes,
Jan. 5 1s "Carver Day" in New York State.

John Henry, Mighty Egi%:ﬂﬂd Eggldﬁr
Juan Henry lived long ago Eﬁan men 0 work w their hands

very often because there were not many machines to work for them,
John Henry was so strong, he coull work harder and fsster than any
other man. He used a hammer to cut through big mountains and to
make tunnels for trains, One day a big drilling machine was made,
John ilenry decided to race this machine, John Henry won the rgcel
He could cut through the mountain faster than a drilling machine,

BN



The following poems may be learned by pupils:

Peanuts grow on vines,

They ripen under the ground,

Pretty soon from them we make

Peanut butter for all around,
E. Johnson

John Henry was a strong man

He worked hard every day,

He dug a tunnel with his hamner

Faster than a drill, they say.
E. Johnson

Brother Bear went everywhere
Eating the food of his friends,
They put him to sleep
In order to keep thelr food
Till the cold winter ends,

E. Johnson

Other Language Arts activities are : creative writing by the puplls,
cooper-tive ooems, narrative charts, jingles about G. W. Carver, John
Henry and Brother Bear,

Scisnce

Plant sweet potatoes, follow the growth, Inspect peanuts) taste
peanut butter, Teacher may have materisls for children to see, touch
and taste,

Crafts

Make John Henry's hommer out of construction paper or oak tag or
laundry cardboard,

Crayon plctures of large tunnel John Henry dug. Paint or crayon the
sleeping bear or the animals of the forest he knew.

Physical Activities

Play songs:
Bon-Ton or Sissy in De Barn, "Play Songs of tne Deep Soutl" by
Altona Trent-Johns, page 2.
Willowbee (i'irst Version), "Play Songs of the Dee» South," pg. 14
Chickama, Chickama-Craney Crow, "Play Songs « the Deep South pg.32
Skip to My Lou (tormerly "Poor Lolette") - "Physlecal Activities
Curriculum Bulletin #9, pge. 54
Shoo Fly - "Physical Activities Currieulum Bulletin", pg. 88

BEig Musecle Activity.
Pretending to be John Henry, swinging his mighty hammer, in rhythm.
Mus.e

Folk songs
"There's a Little Wheel A-turning" - "Music Through the Year", pg.63
"skip to My Lou"
"Chickama, Chickama"
"Jimmy Crack-corn" (Blue Tall Fly)
"John Henry"
"Shoo=Fly"

Audio-Visunl Alds

Filmstrip: "GQeorge Washington Carver"
Tape"John Henry and the Steam Drill" - from Tales from the Four Winds
Records: Y.P.R. 103-A "Let's all Join In" (Tncludes John Henry)
F.C. T4o6 - "Follow the Sun" - Charity Balley
Illustrations for Bulletin Board: John Zenry at Work
George Washington Carver
Brother Bear and Forest Frlends




K-2 (contrd)

Reference Materials for Teachers

"The Child's Story of the Hbﬁro" by Jane D. Shackelford
"Play Songs of the Deep South" by Altong Trent-Johns
"Gladiola Gardens" by Effie Lee Newsome

"Golden Slippers" by Arna Bontemps

"Bronzeville Boys and Girls" by Gwendolyn Brooks

GCRADES 3-4

It 1s suggested that teachers,utilize the material presented for
K-2 as well as that which follows; thus the curriculum will have greater
continuity, Sources under "References for Teachers" K-2 are wvalid for
3=l4 teachers' use,

Language Arts
Pupils may learn of the lives of writers as well as of their work,

Paul Laurence Dunbar
Paul Lesurence Dunbar was a poet. e wrote of many subjects, often
using dialect which is not easily understood todszy. One of his
most beloved 1s, "The Seedling", which deseribes nature'!s wonder of
spring and rejuvenation of plant life, Dunbar lived nearly one
hundred years ago.

"The Seedling" may be read to the class or learned by the claas
in w<hole or in part. See page 156, "The Child's Story of the
Negro", for the poem in its entirety.

Phyllis Hhaatlg;
Phyllls Wheatley was a slave girl., She showed taleant at an early
age, 3o her owvmers taught her to read and to write, She couldé read
Latin &8 well as English. 3he wrote five books of verse, 8he
wrote a poem in honor of George Washington ;nd in return received
from the President an invitation to visit him,

Effie Lee Newsome
Effie Lee Newsome 1s presently LElementary School Librarian at
Central State College, Wilberforce, Ohio., She began writing poetry
at the age of seven and has written on subjects children enjoy most:
the seasons, toys, games, holldays, nature's mysteries and family
life., Here are a few selections sultable for February and March,
taken from"Gladiola Garden", Miss Newsome also paints and writes
musical compositions,

Ihe 'EEE‘G
1've often seen The snowliakes play
A funny little game of tag,
And dart in such a jerky way
They all get mixed up in their play

I always find it hard to say

Which lead and which ones lag

Their movements are so much the same
I can't find out who wins the game
They never stov to brag.

There really seems no way to Iknow
What's "it" when suddenly - they gol

Snow Prints

Along the paths my overshoes

Make 1little pits in twos and twos,
But often on that very aay

The sunshine melts them all away.

It seems a funny kind of weste,
These foot rints gettlng all erased,
It takes a very ice day

To ever make them really stay.



Grades 3-i4  (contd.)

Gwendolyn Brooks

Gwendolyn Brooks has written many poems, She is well kmown,
She won the Pulitzer prize for 195l, Here is one of her poems:

vel

When grown-ups at parties are laughing,
I do not like the sound,

It doesn't have any frosting

It doesn't go up from ‘the ground,

So when my Daddy chesed me

Away from the bend in the styir
With a "Get gbout your business|"
I didn't really care.

I'd rather be in the bgsement.
I'd rather be. outside,

I'd rather get my bleycle

And ride.

The legend of John Henry (who actually lived and was famous for
his strength and speed) 1s one of America's faovorites, Music, poetry
and storles heve been told for generations about John Henry, ,the son of a
poor minlister,who lived about a century ago. His hard work ana
determination to be the "best" gave him a place among the immortals.

john Henry, Mighty Man
John Henry was a healt ttle boy. FNe grew up to be a strong man.
Fis muscles were like steel and he helped to cut the first railroad
tunnel through the mountains of West Virginia., The mountains are
made of rocks and the rocks had to be drilled through,

John Henry, with his steel pick and iron hammer, became the best
"driller" of the countryside, The mountains would tremble gnd shake
when John Henry's hammer struck.

One day a large steam drill was brought to the mountain, This steam
drill was s machine which could drill through rocks very rapidly,
John Henry decided he would have a race with this machine, Every-
one came to watch this race between a mmn and a machine,

John Henry won., He had drilled deeper and faster than the steam drill,

The folk story of Brother Bear can be regd by the pupils themselves,
or dramatized =zs the teacher reads to the class, The story can be found

in "Child's Story of the Negro" by Jane D, Shackelford.

Lan Arts Activities
e teacher may read any or all selections to class. FPuplls may

read joems and storles for themselves,

Creative Writing:
Write to authors.
Preasnt oral or written reports.
Compose class or individual poems.
Start a picture and news 1ile-
Children write of their own gspirations.

Social Studles

The starles of Frederick Douglass, Georre Washington Carver, Booker
T, Washington, Mary McLeod Bethune and Benjamin Bronneker, Crispus Attucks
Hobert Sm 1ls, are sultable, Excellent short stories may be found in -
"Child's Story of the Negro" by Jane ghackelfopd.

be



Grades 3-i (contd.)

Crispus Attucks, a Hero of the Revolutionary War
For many ;f_ﬂﬁﬁ-arn 5 ann ?-.__!I‘EII‘F" of e American Independence was
celebrated on March S5th, in honor of the day that the first
fighting for liberty took place. The American colonists were growing
tired of the British taxatlon and strict rules, and wished to be
independent of Britain altogether,

In 1770, on March 5, a %:?up of soldliers were staming in a place
called ﬁOntnn Commons , Bostom, Massachusetts, Small groups of

eople stood around talking,many of them angry because the soldiers
anpt telling them to move a .

One man ut-gp-d forth and dared the soldiers, He had become tired

of the soldiers bullying people arpund - for he himself loved freedom
more than anything else In the world, He had once been a slave and
run away to freedom, His name was Crispus Attucks,.

Hewould not move when the soldiers told him to., He and his friends
quarreled with the soldlers, Crispus Attucks gtruck one of the
soldlers down with a stick, His friends joined him in daring the
soldiers, Crlspus Attucks and his four friends were killed by the
soldiers! bullets.

There is a statue in Boston Commons in honor of Crispus Attucks and
his four brave companiona,

Captaln Robert Smalls
There were 186,000 Negro soldiers in the Civil War. Many more served
as spités, scouts and guldes, No one was more willing to fight than
the Negro, for the Civil War was fought because of slavery, and at
that time, most Negroes in Amerlica were slaves.,

of the 186,000 who fought, there were many who won the highest honor,
the Congressional Medal of Honor, for bravery beyond the call of duty.

One of the most exciting storles of the Clvil War is about Robert
Smalls, Robert Smalls was born April 5, 1839. He was born in slavery
and obta.ned his freedom by impersonating the cantaln of a southern
gun=boat and taking the gun-boat through to a Union porti

Smalls and his companions served as slaves aboard the Confederate gun-
boat, "Planter", Smalls studied the manner in which the officers of
the boat operated the machinery. One night, when the officers had
left the boat, Robert Smglls took charge of the boat and guided 1t
right through the Confederate ports. As hepassed each post, he gave
the correct signal, and the Confederate guards thought nothing strange
was going onl The clever Robert 8malls pulled the Captain's hat down
over his own head and pulled the collar of the Captain's coat around
his neck so that his faece would not be seen, Fortunately there was
fog in the air and Smalls, and his companions, easily slipped the
gunboat through the waters to Union territory.

Robert Smalls delivered the gun-boat to the Union lines, won his
freedom and became a captain in the Union Navy., Later, he became a
Congressman of the United States, He died in 1915,

His adventures are described in "Captain of the Planter" by
Dorothy Sterling.

Matthew A, Henaon, Co-discoverer of the
oY )

Matthew A. Henson loved adventure even as a small boy., He jolned
Admiral Peary's party and made several trips with Admiral Peary to
the North Pole region. On the successful trip, which enabled the
men to finally reach the Pole, Admiral Peary suffered frost bite.
Then Matthew A. Henson went ahead and planted the American flag atop
the world. A momument to Matthew Alexander Henson, co-discoverer
of the North Pole, stands in Maryland in his honor,

Te



Grades 3-4 (contd,)

rge Washington Carvea
George Washington Carver was born a slave, He was very poor, Like
most boys and girls, George loved to paint ,nd to look at beauti-
ful plants, He spent much time loocking at %nlutirul plants, He
decided to learn all he could about different plants and animals,
He worked in many places and studied in several schools. He be-
came famous when he discovered that from the sweet potatoes, more
than 100 items could be made: such as, ink, paste, starch, meal,
flour, vineg,r and shoe blacking,

He made more than 300 different items from the peanuts, such as:
milk, shaving lotions, §yes, linoleum, flour, butter (peanut
butter), face powder, breakfast foods, and halr shampoo.

All of his 1life he continued to study and to palnt. One of his

paintings hangs in the Luxembourg Gallery in Paris, He is known all
over the world because of his great work. He lived a useful and
good life,

January 5th is "Carver Day" in New York State, Carver Day was establis
in 1945 by Governor Thomas E, Dewey,

Frederick go_Iu;‘_lgﬂ
Frederick Douglass was born a siave, on February 1, 1817. He
escaped by masquerading as a sallor. He learned to read and write
by himself, for there were no schools for runaway slaves, He had
a great desire to help other slaves become free--;nd a wish to serve
America. He became a great writer and orator., He published a paper
and wrote stories telling why Negroes should be freed.

Booker T, Washington
Booker T, Washington was born a slisve on April 18, 1856, The house
in which his family lived had no windows, mo light, not even g floor--
only the earth beneath their feet. From thls poor and deprived home
Booker T. Washington aspired to becom® a learned man., He worked
diligently at clcaning, pollshing and dusting in order to earn hils
keep in school, He attended college and was such a brilllant stu-
dent, his name was suggested for higher honors. He was sent to
Alabama and established Tuskegee Institute there. George Washlrg ton
Carver began his famous scientific work at Tuskegee Institute,
Mary Mc Leod Bethune gained hope and confidence by visit Tuskegee
Institute. Booker T. Washington is known all over the world because
of his work and his 1ideas, en you visit New York University's
Hall of Fame you will see a bust of Booker T, Washington, famous
educator.

Mary McLeod Bethune
Mary McLeod Bethune was born just alterall American slaves had been
freed, She had sixteen brothers and sisters. The seventeem child=-
ren worked with thelr parents to buy the land on which they had
lived during slavery. When Mary was Just a little girl, because
she wgs unable to read, she was greatly insulted one day by a rich
girl who could read. Mary decided that no one would insult her
agaln--she would learn to read too, At that time in history, very
few of the former slaves could read and there were almost no schools.
Instead of being angry about the rich girl's insult, she decided to
learn to read, Inswead of fighting the rich girl whc had hurt her
feelings, she made up her mind to become educated and to help others.
Hary finally learned to read and write. Then she declided to devote
her whole 1life to teaching others. 5She began a school with only one
dollar and fifty cents, She baked ples and sold them to workmen,
She grew vegetables in the school garden and sold those to people
in the community. She taught her pupils to sing beautiful s >ngs--
which are still sung today by studenta in her school. Before she
died in 195l, Mrs., Bethune's school, Bethune-Coolkman College, was
worth over $1,000,000. Imagine, from $1,50 to $1,000,000. Mrs,
Bethune received a high honor from the late Fresident Franklin D,
Roosevelt and became an advisor to him,



Grades 3=l (contd)

Jan Matzeliger

Oon March 20, 1883, a young man named Jan Matzeliger obtained a
patent for an invention called a "lasting machine". This invention
of his made the greatest change in the making of shoes.

Jan Matzeliger had worked for g perlod of time as a shoemaker's
helper, or apprentice, in Philadél phia and New York, He was very
upset because the work took so long. Shoes had to be put together

by hand, Matzeliger worked for eleven years to perfect his invention,

This invention of his made the manufacturing of shoes by machine
possible.

The United Shoe Manufacturing Company mought his invention and
America became the leading country in the industry of making shoes,
That is why shoes can be bought so cheaply todayl

J, E. MATZELIGER
LASTING MACHMNE

om0 o8 SR
Wit Ko o TR
e .

Chm 2o

Jan Matzeliger's own drawings of his lasting ma-
chine, 1883,

-=Hughes, L. and Meltzer, M. A Pictorial

History of the Negro in America. New York:
Crown Publishers, Inc., 1956, pages 226-227.
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Grades 3-4 (con'd.)

% Banneker

Benjamin Banneker lived almost 200 years ago. His grandmother taught
him to read, He attended school in Maryland and spent most of his
time studying instead of glaring. He enjoyed arithmetic and spent
long hours working out difficult problems, When he became a young
man he began to experiment with mathematicsl ideas. He made a clock
which ran for twenty years without need of repairs. It 1s saild to
have been the first striking clock made in the United States. George
Washington called him to work wlth a group of other men to plan the
nlty of Washington D.C. Washington, D.C. has an interesting feature.
all streets radiate from the Capitol. An aerilal view of the city
has the following appearance:

Pupils might compare a map of Washington, D.C. with a map of New York
city.

Scilence

& ttnrllnt sweet potato, follow its growth, Inspect peanuts, taste peanut
utter,

Discuss Dr, Carver's discoveries made from the sweet potato: ink,
paste, starch, meal, flour, vinegar, shoe blacking, - several of the 100
he discovered,

Discuss some of Dr. Carver's more than 300 items made from the peanut:
milk, butter, shaving lotion, linoleum, breakfaat I oods.

Relste Ehg ciyde materials used by Dr. Carver to some used in the
classrodm - old jars, blotters, pieces of metal. Emphasize the simpli-
clty of Dr. Carver's laboratory and the inventiveness of hlis mind,

Observe an ant colony.

Children may become familiar with the name of Charles Henry Turner,
His scientific discoveries about hablts of crawfish, ent and honey bee
are of interest to children and may be presented simply,

Dr. Charles Turner = His Study of the Ants
A man who has learned more about ants EEan anyone else is Dr.
Charles Henry Turner, He studlied animsl life and especlally the
social 1life of the ant, Here is = short story about the ants
Dr, Turner observed:

Ants live in colonies or ant cities, They live

in a commnity as we do, There is a queen ant

who lays the eggs, Therc are nurse ants who take
core of the baby anta, There are soldier ants who
protect the "cif'. There are workers who do all of
the work, In an ant community everyone has a job
to do and cooperates with everyone else,

Crafts

Crayon plctures of John Henry and his hammer,

Paint plctures of the tunntl John Henry dug or the train which went
through 1t.

Construct simple cabin such as the one Booker T. Washington was born
in - windowless, floorless,

Dioramas of: an ant colony, the garden 1ln Mrs, Bethune's college
showing ine various vegetables grown by the pucils of her school or of
any of the other materials studied,

10,



Music

Several instruments were brought to the New World by the Negro =
t|~||.'|:|;,1v:|-E marimba, drums X xylophones. Beautiful muslc was composed.
Certainly, Lord
"Climbing up Jacob's Ladder"™
"Swing low, Sweet Chariot"
"We Shall Overcome"

Playsongs are listed under Physical Activities.
Work songs:

Ballad of John Henry

Folk Songs: (Some of these are based on slavée tunes or slave songs
and have been modified from time to time).

Blue Tail Fly (Jimmle Crack Corn)
Kemo-Kimo

Buffalo Gals

The Grey Goose

Lullaby

Poor Boy

Shortnin' Bread

Audio-Visual Alds
B‘h;ip: "Life of George Huhingﬁ:a Ga.'g::'m_ -
Tape: "John Henry and The Steam Dri - es From the Four W
Records: Y.P.F. "Let's All Join In"
F.C. 7752 "The Glory of Negro History"
F.C. 7406 "Follow the Sun", Charity Balley

Illustrations for Bulletin Board

Dr. George Washington Carver
Mrs, Mary MclLeod Bethune
Booker. T, Washington

Dr., Charles Henry Turner
Benjamin Banneker

John Henry

Paul Laurence Dunbar

Phyllls Wheatley

Frederilck Douglass

Carter G. Woodson

Reference Material for Teachers

‘mose listed in X-2 and the following:

"Pirst Book of Negroes" = ston Hughes

"John Henry and the Double Jointed Steel Drill™ - Irwin Shapiro
"The Burl Ives Song Book" = Burl Ives

"Bronzeville Boys and Girls" - Gwendolyn Brooks

1l.



GRADES 5-6
Several American Negroes for Study (See calendar, mge 1)

Language Arts: stom Hughes, Paul Lawrence Dunbar, Countee Cullen,
Phyllis Wheatley, Gwendolyn Brooks, Arna Bontemps,
Shirley Graham, Willard Motley.

Soclal Studies: Booker T. Washington, Mary McLeod Bethume, Harriet Tubman,
Sojourner Truth, Frederick Douglass, Crispus Attucks,
Banjamin Banneker, Johm Henry, Ralph Bunche, Carter G.
Woodson, Paul Cuffe, Robert Smalls, William Carney,
Henry Johnson, Matthew A. Henson, Robert Smalls,

Science: George® Washington Carver {chmurnl, Charles Henry
Turner (marine-biology), Perey Julian (botany), William
Hinton (bio=-chemistry), Charles Drew (hematology), -nd
Jan E. Matzeliger(invention), Daniel Hale Willlams ,amgery,

Arts and Crafts: George Washington Carver, Henry 0. Tanner (painting),
E. Simms Campbell (cartoons), Augusta Savage, Romare
Bea rden (sculptors).

Physical Activitles:Jesse Owens, Althea Glbson, Jackle Roblnson, Roy Campandla,
B111 Robinson, Pearl Primus, Carmen deLavallade

Muslec: W. C. Handy, R. Nathanlel Dett, Harry lI. Burleigh,
William Grant Still [compoaurus; Count Basile, Louls
Armstrong, Duke Ellington (instrumentalists); Marian
Anderson, Charity Balley, Josh White, Odetta, Har
Bellafonte, Lena Horne, Ella Fitzgerald (vocalists

Theatre: Sidney Poltier, Ossie Davis, Ruby Dees, Claudia McNelll,
Paul Robeson, Ira Aldridge

— o G — — e — — — — — —

Implementing The aporoach:

Puplls of gradu S and 6 should know of individual lives and accomplish-
ments of at least four or more nersons from each [ield of endeavor,
This can best be accomplished through research. The teacte r may moti=-
vate purils by asking any or all of the following queastions:
1. Who was thla paraon?
2, What was his background?
. How did he receive his education?
§. For what is he famous?
« What era of American History 1s represented by him?

The class will be able t o discover the answers to these guestlions through
committee work, individual reports, library assignments. Reports may

be written or oral - committee or lndividual. Oral reports afford
learning for the entire class and can be followed by dilscussion periods,
Committee work affords the opportunity for group study of an area,

each member reading books or sections of books about the contribution
and 1life of one individual., Collating the work and orally presenting
group findings assist in the develovment of cooperative hablts and
improved speech patterns.

Teachers may read summary stories from prededing sectlons as intro-
ductory material,

Language Arts Activities

Committee reports on one fleld, ex: Science, Soclal Studies,

Il:di:idlitll ﬂpgrtn.

Start plcture flle: dally papers, weekly Negro press, national maga-
zines, (5x6 blank cards and a shoe box I.I'E uul;.tlhla mtori:lu rﬂ
beginning a file),

Original short storles,

Original poema,

Write to authors,

Book reviews,

At conclusion of unit, pupils may write compositiom describi
reaction to study, or of owm uaintiou. W el

Choral speaking: selections from "Goldem Slipper" are good,

12.



Grades 5-b (uont'd)

Social Studies

Discussion of: piinuuru in education: Booker T. Washington, mary MecLeod
Bethune
ploneers in abolltlon movement: Frederick Douglass,
: Sojourner Truth

. ":: pioneers in recording of Negro history: Carter G.

Woodson, Arma Bontemps, Shirley Graham, W.E.B. DeBois
" " : ploneers in the westward mov ement: James Beckwith,
Jean DeSalble
Millitary partlielipation inall wars U, S, engaged inm,
heroces of

n n o,

Science

Understandings to be developed:
Products of the peanut
Products of the sweet potato
Usea of the soy bean
Establishment of the Red CrossBlood Bank
Ant life in an ant colony

Crafts

Paint the Underground Railroad in apction
Paint pictures of individuasl studied
Clay models of famous person at work
Clay model of John Henry's tunnel
Diorama of ant city
" " Dr. Carver's laboratory
" " garden at Bethune-Coolman College
Palint delivery of gunboat, "Planter", to Union lines during Civil War,

Physical Activities

Dances: May be taught or demonstrated
Cake walk
Charleston
Tap dance = "Dixie" - Physical Activities Book, pg. 152
Bunny hop
Fox=trot

Husic
R. Nathanlel Dett, an editor of spirituc.s, wrote about Negro musie:

The Americmn Negro gave the world a great gift of his musle, His
great-great-grandfather came from West Africs, Over there svery
town had secret socleties in which musicians were trained. They
played musle and kept repeat and singing thelr history. To
thlis musle they clicked their fingernails, stamped their feet

or clapped thelr hands.

The types of music the American Negro ls most famous for are:
spirituals, work s-ngs, play songa, blues, jazz. The apirituals
were sung in the hope of freedom from slavery. The work songs
were sung to keep time with the swinging of arms during work
periods, The play songswere mainly danced and sung by children
in the fields., Blues and then jazz grew out of the Africen beat
and hope for freedom gnd finally, happiness,

Spirituals: "Let usBreak Bread Together" - Voices of the World, pg. 179
"Git on Board" - pg. 11
"Itve Got a Robe" = Music Across the Country,

PE. 134

"Certainly, Lord"
"Go Down, Moses"
"Climb Up Jacob's Ladder"
"Swing Low , Sweet Chariot”
Polk Somgs: "EKemo=Kimo
"Michael Row the Boat Ashore"
"Li'l Liza Jane"
"Buffalo Gals™ (based om "Lulby Fan)
"Careless Love"

13.



Songs of the Caribbean:
"Hold 'Em Joe"
" Caucaunne"
"Last Train to San Fernando"

Discuss: drum, banjo, marimba, Xylophones, as instruments,
Audio-Visual Aids

Film stripa: Life of George Washington Carver
Life of Booker T. Washington

Sound Filma: George Washington Carver

Records:
FC 7752 - The Glory of Negro History, Langston Hughes
FC 7312 - Firat Jazz, Langston Hughes
FC 7250 - JamalcanSongs - Bennett
FC 7 = Negro Peetry
FC 7406 = Follow the Sun, Charity Balley

Josh White, Album of Folk Musiec
Odetta, Album of Folk Music
Leon Blbb, Album of Folk Musie

Illustrations (Avallable from Associated Publishers,1538 9th st. N.w.,
Washington D.C.)

Crispus Attucks Frederick Douglass
Benjamin Banneker Langston Hughes

Booker T. Washington Charity Balley

Paul Lsurence Dunbar John Henry

Mary McLeod Bethune George Washington Carwr
Ralph Bunche Phyllis Wheatley

Carter G. Woodson

Reference Books for Teachers

A Pictorlal History of the Negro inAmerica = Langstvon Hughes
The First Book of Negroes - Langston Hughes

North Star Shining - Hildegarde Swift

Burl Ives Song Book = Burl Ives

Sp— — = . e

BIBLIOG: (In addition to thome listed on next page)

American Ballads & Folk S%EEB. compiled by John A, Lomax, Myssachusetts:

American Negro Art - Cedrick Dover, New York Graphic Society, 1961

Burl Ives Song Book = Burl Ives, New York, Ballantine Books, 1953

Child's 3tory of the Negro = Jane D, Shackelford, Washington, D.C,:
Assoclated Publishers, 1956

Negro Spirituals = Edit;d by R. Nathaniel Dett, London, Blandford Fress,
1959

Physical Activities ﬂurgénuluu Bulletin #9 -~ New York: Board of Education
19

Pletorial History of the Negro in America - Langston Hughes and Milton
Melt#er, New York: Crown Publishers, Ine., 1956

Play Songs of the Deep South = Altona Trent-Johns, Washington, D.C.:
The Associated Publishers, 1

Story of the Negro = Arna Bontemps, New York: Alfred A. amopf, 1953

Toward Better International Understamding (A Teachers' Manual, Curriculum
Bulletin 1956=-60 Series No. lj) New York: Board of
Educgtion, 1959



Sugrestcd Llst of

ertinent Books for Classroom or Outside

Reading, Research, Committee Activities, Individual or

Group Study, and for Read to Children by Adults
Grades E-E

Pupils may find these books at any of the Publie Libraries:

T1
First Book of Negroes
First Book of Jazs
Famous American Negroes
A Plctar ial Hiatory of the Negro in
America
Flrat EBook of Rhythms
Firat Book of Africa
First Book of West Indies
Booker T. Washington
Gporge Washington Carver
There Once was a Slave (Frederick
Do 8s)
DeSable, Jean Baptiste Pointe
Ediuanvarnr of Chicago)
Your Most Humble Servant (Benjamin
Banneker, Mathematician)
Count of Monte Cristo
The Three Musketeers
Story of the Negro
Children of Haiti
We Have Tomorrow
George Washlngton Carver
Up From Slavery
Story of George Washington Carver
Cowtail, Switch and Other West
Africen Storles
Child's Story of the Negro
Mary McLeod Bethune
Harriet Tubman
Freedom Train, The Star y of Harriet
Tubman
It's Good To Be Alive
Ralph J. Bunche
The Negro inSports
Lives of GirlsWho Became Famous
Lives of Poor Boys Who Became Famous
Twenty Modern Americans
Famous American Foets
Our Negro Brother
Great American Negroes
Marian Anderson, A Fortrait
Horn of Plenty - Louis Armatrong
Pau . Dunbar and His Song
(Dunbar was a Poet)
Golden Slippers (Anthology of
Negro FPoetry)
Bright April (Story of Negro Girl)
Call Me Charley (Negro boy in
hostile community)
Key Corner (Negro children in rural
south)
Lad of Lima (Negro Saint)
The Negro in American Life
(brief text of Negro contributions)
All Brave Sallors: The Story of the
83. Booker T. Washington (ex-
eit hi seas adventures
The Afrfgﬂa nghgréhna :
Negro Makers of History
Amos Fortune,Freeman
Bomplete Poems of Paul Laurernce
Dunbar
Bronzeville Boys and Girls

15,

AUTHOR
Langston Hughes
Langston Hughes
Langston Hughes

Langston Hughes
Langaton Hughes
Langston Hughes

Langston Hughes
Shirley Graham

Shirley CGrak-m
Shirley Graham
Shirley Graham

Shirley Graham
Alexgnder Dumas
Alexander Dumas
Arna W. Bontemps
Arna W. Bontemps
Arna W. Bontemps

T. A. White

Booker T. Washington
F. C. Means

Harold Courlander
Jane D, Shackelford
Catherine 0, Pearee
A. L, Petry

D. Sterling

Roy Campanella
Joseph A. Kugelmass
Edwin Henderson
Sarah K, Bolton
Sarah K. Bolton
Alice C. Cooper
Laura Benet

Edith Mayer

Ben Albert Richardson
Koat Vehanen
Robert Coffin

Virginia Cunningham

Arna Bontemps
Marguerite DeAngell

Jease Jackson

Eva Knox Evans
Mary F. Windeatt
John L. Becker

Jonn Hescher@
Carter G. Woodason

Carter G. Woodson
Elizabeth Yutbtes
Paul Laurence Dunbar

Gwendolyn Brooks
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