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Intimidations -3• 

October 12 , 1963: In p la q uemine, a Negro st u?e nt a 
bicycle was s topp ed by City Police . They asked him wha t lis 
name -v1as in order that they mi ght serve an injunction on him . 
He replied that if t b ey want ed t o serve the in junc tion they s 
shou ld k :.J Ov1 b :..s name . The poli c ema n then hit him on his fore ­
h ead wi th a stick . Th is st uden t was a l so hit with the 
night-stick just below h is eye and on the c heek near t h e corner 
of t h e m otzth .. 

November h - 10, 196 3: In Stl Francisville , Loui siana app licants 
for I'esistra·.:;ion photoc;raphed by Ju d g e n artck and l;j_ s 1-life . 
Also peop l e invo lved in vot e r regi strat io n were taken before 
th e Gra nd Jury and asked about their voter r eg istration 
activiti e s. 

Decei b er 9 to 1 2, 1963 : I n !'lonroe, Lousia ma, Voter re g istration 
in wa i ting room of bus were oeing wat c h ed closely 

/ by Nonroe po lice . 

December 3 0 , 19 6 3 :to January 12, 196h : Clinton , Louisaiana: In 
to bona Ld Vic kery on proper ty bo na , peop le were 

harasse d by being forced to p rove tha t t heir property wasn 't 
· . · mortgage d by a c ertificate t he Clerk of 

• 1/"' Also 1 botb t he husband a nd i-l i fe ,,,ere re quired to sis n • People V/r;,/'1' li...-involve d in V- R act ivities C'Jnt inu ed to lose t heir 'd!!: . Bell, _?.J;.S dr iver by Eas t 
. char ;; es are b e::.n5 press ed a g alnst hHn for 
4 al lowi ng a mGnor ( h is son, J ame s Charles ) to drive the bus . 

f a assistan t ()D the Ne ; r o 
v ...-v•as :Lsm:Ls sed at tne end of 1963 for 11 excessive ab sence. 11 

. Police c ont i nued to "watchn V-R vJork ers. J oh n 1'1a nche ster, 
Town Marsha ll ha s moved from the country to a house within 
two block s of CORE headquarters a nd h is daily rounds to check 
on CORE has increa sed . 

December 30 to Jan uary 12, St . Frandis ville . Lou isiana ; 
'rhere a re rumor-s wi1at L. r.1e ? ri n"Zev ille Gann ing Go:-rpany >·n ll re ­
fu s e to renew i ts contrac ts with thsse fa rmers who tried t o 
reg is ter. 

Janua r y 13 to 2 6 , l96h : We st Feliciana Pa rish, Louis i a na ; Th e 
was wi t h a wave of cross burni ngs although no t as 

many were burned as i n East Feliciane Parish . 

J anuary 12 t o 31, 196h : Monr oe , Louisiana: Voter reg i s tration 
workers \·Jere under constant On J an . 14, Hi ke 

£h)' Lesser , CORE VR >'>iorker, was picked up by po l i c e and t h en 
,, V released c On J an . 1 6 , a VR clinic I.Jas s..<rrounde d by po lice, 
V troop er and s :heri.f'f cars . A c ompilia i nt v.Ja s filed vJi th the 

'·' (" FBI the next day . Th e FBI a g ent (Cox) st; ;Sge s ted to Hike that ' ,.\ !!Pe::r'haps they l.Jer e there t o p r oteet you . 1
' 

On J a n 24 at 4 a tlelphone i-JaS install e d in our oft'ice. 
By 7 P.H. it 'tJas tapped . By Ja n . 27 almost e v e r y pho ne in the 
b u ildin g was tapped , a s we ll as the pb ooes of peop le working 

us. 



Intimidations -4-

tbree or four police rJho ::claim they are looking for juveniles 
drinking in the oar. Th e ch ief of po l i ce suggested to one of 
the oHners over the phone, that perhaps this vwuld stop if 
there was not 11 that v-1hite boy in your place so much. 11 

On Saturday night, Jan. 26, a cross was burned in front cf 
the h ouse in v-Jhich two \lR vJOrkers live. ltJe are st i 11 li'Iilgng 
there. 

Janunry 27 to Fe bruar .r 9, 19 6~, C~inton Louisiana: Gas bills 
were eices slv e y u Lgn r or ~n e s e c on' mo ~~n 1n a_row. A com­
plaint was file d with the FBI in _ri a~ on ~ouge •. ~h e result of 
a co~~ittees protests and threa~s ~o s~op us~ng gas unless 
the bills were cb anged resulted in t h e lowering of sev eral 
bills. 

January 27 to February 9 1964: St. Francisville:Louisiana; 
The Pr i nceville Ca nni ng 6 omp a ny did re new its c c ntracts con­
trary to expectations. 

~· h 2 ,o .- • - ~ .,. • i •r· l. L • 1 d Marc.J. t .l.. ; bl.f. , r--.onroe. LOlllS ana: l '4.t>:B esser was pl c ~e up by 
the police chief for qu e st ioni!::u~:; . i1ike (CORE VR worker) was then 
told that he should no longer go to the Town House (a local 
Negro cafe) claiming that he had been receiving many calls that 
Hike 1-Jas Hdisturbing the peace 11 1 He threatened that Hike would be 
arrested if be went there any more, and 
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April 1 to April 13, 196h: St. Francisville, La.: There ~as 
another inciaent reported of a wh ite man drawing a gun on a 
Negro man who was on h is way home from work. The incident will 
be reported to the FBE. 1'he man had reported it to the Sheriff, 
but no investigation ensued. Farmers are trying to get a 
Chlcago Mer chant's Exchabg e to bu) their pota t oes after they 
were refused by Princeville . 

; · March l, 1964, t o Karch 31, 1964, Clinton, La~: Intimidation 
: comes DO'.-J in the court room especially >-ihen some of us or 

someone in the movement is being tried. l\'Iimi Fe ing old ( C OP.E 
worker) was called on the stand to give her deposition but, 

, tnstead, it seemed that they v-1anted to get CORE 's background 
l instead of hers. /then she refused to answer some of the -
1
\ questioos on the grounds of' the First, Fifth, and Fourteenth 

I' 

.f\ ... tnendment s to the Cons t i tutivn she J<Jas ordered to a nst·Jer them., 
Every time a strange face enters into Clinton 1 La ., he is 

stopped and questioned by the town Marshal£ 
; 

/: 1964 to harch 31 St. Francisville: Th<; Grand 
ury con-cinued its investit;&-cion 01' C O.rtb V-h activities~ 'fhe 

Grand Jury called before it local le aders and attempted to find 
out as much a s it could about voter re5istration meetings and 
the local COP..E Ch&pter. Their manner of questioning ind ic ated 
that they already knew a g reat deal about the chapter and lacked 
mainly information abo'.Jt finances. ·rhere v!as no iodica.-Gion 
to any of the witnesses as to what the purpose of the invest­
igation was. 

Persons continue to lose their jobs, including several 
pers ons wh o -v1orlc in 3 a t o n Roug e (name of e mp loyer is, of 
course, readily available fr om the a.pplication form f'or voter 
registration). These incidents have been reported to the Justice 
Depar tment. Reports come in about individuals being shot at, 
not necessarily connected with V-R drive. (The individuals are 
not nece~sarilv connected with the V-R drive that is)~ 

Princeville Caoning Co:npa ny indicated that it mi~ ht buy 
the potatoes from the non-contracted farmers in the fall. The 
Comp~nv offered to give the farmers seed and fertilizer as usual. 
Most of the farmers are taking thj_s. The problem is to find a 
market in the fall. 
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