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TH E SiGNJFJCANCl o F T HE NE GRO VoT E 

IN THE SoUTHERN POLITICAL CoMMUNITY 

S iNCE THE U. S. SUPREME CoURT 1S DESEGREGATION DECISION OF 1954-55, TWO JNTER -

RELATED ORGANIZATIONAL DEVELOPMEN TS HAVE SHAPED THE PO LI TICAL FE ATU RES OF THE SOUTH. 

ON THE ONE HAND THE DEVELOPING MATURI TY OF THE NEGRO FREEDOM MO VEMENT, WHOSE PART!-

C/P AN TS ARE DEDICATED TO EXTENDING THE FRONTIERS OF CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHT~ INTO OUR 

SouTHERN R E~ION, AND ON THE OTHER HAND THE PRECIPITATION AND CONSOL ID ATION OF THE 

~HITE CiTIZEN COUNCI L MOVEMENT, (WITH ITS KKK PERIPHERY), ~HOSE ACTIVITiES ARE 

DESIGNED TO PERP ETUATE THE UNJUST AND UN CONSTITU TIO NAL SYSTEM OF RACIAL SEGREGAT ION, 

WITH I TS ACCOMPANYING DENIAL OF CITIZENSHIP RIGHTS TO THE ENTIRE NEGRO PEOPLE AN D A 

LARGE SECT I ON OF TH E ':/HI TE POPUL.~. T I ON , 

THE NEGRO SUFFRAGE GOVEMEN T HAS COME INTO HEAD-ON CONFLICT WITH THE EFFORTS 

OF THE ARCH-SEGREGATIONIST FORCES TO CAPTURE CONTROL OF THE MACHINERY OF STATE 

GOVERrmENT. DESPI TE A CLEVERLY CONTRIVED NET~ORK OF ~ETHODS DESIGN ED TO FRUSTRATE 

I TS GRO WTH , THE f'JEGRO SUFFRf,GE f.JO V[i' C:NT IN THE SOUTH HAS BE EN CUILDI~JC ITS STRE NG TH 

CONS I STEi>JTL Y SINCE THE END OF \".'OR LD \/A R I I. TH E MARTYRDOM OF MA NY OF I TS ASSASJNATCO 

LEADERS , ECOrJ O,\i iC REPRISA LS, EXTRA -L EGAL TE RRORIST AC TI VITI ES , 11SLO\'IDO\'/N S 11 AN D 

11 RESIGNATIONS 11 BY REGISTRATION OFFICIALS , PURGES OF REGISTRATION ROLL S 1 ETC.-

/\LL THESE DEVICES HAVE /JOT STOPPED THE [JEGRO PEOPLE IN THEIR Vf,L /A NT EFFORT TO 

UPHOLD CIVILIZATION IN TH E SOUTH, THROUGH THE ES TABLISHM ENT OF THE R I GHT OF UN/ -

VERSAL SUFFR AGE FOR ALL SOUTHERNERS. TODAY, THE APPROXIMA TELY I ,360,000 NEGRO 

REGISTERED VOTERS IN THE S OU T H, REPR ESEN T TH E ADVAN CE GUARD OF POLITICAL EN LIG HTEN -

MENT AND THE BEST HOPE F OR PROGRESSIVE SO CI AL CHANG E , BOTH IN OUR SOUT HER N REG/ON 

AND, I NDIR EC TLY, IN THE NATION AS A ~HOLE. IT IS A MATTER OF RECORD THAT THE 

600,000 VOTE MARGiN WH iCH THE i0 MILLION VOTER S 



IN TH E SOU T H GAVE PRESIDENT KENNEDY, OVER HiS RI VA L IN THE LAST PRESjDENT I AL 

ELECT I OfJ , . VI AS DE C J OE D BY THE NEGR O VOTE IN THE SO UTH ~ F OR , IT \'lAS I N THE f.JEGRO 

COMMUNITIES ALL OVER THE SOUTH, ~ITH FEW EXCEPTIONS (E . G. , ATLANTA) THAT GAVE 

PRE S IDENT KENNEDY AND THE DEMOCRATIC P ARTY 70 TO 80 PERCENT MAJORITY IN THE SOUTH. 

ALRE ADY I N A NU MBER OF SOUTHER N CO MM UN IT I ES TH E NEG RO VOTE IS BECOMING THAT 

KIND OF BALANCING FORCE WHICH HAS PR EVENTE D THE AR6H-SEGREGATIONISTS FROM CARRYING 

OUT SOME OF THEIR MOST RECKLES S , UNCONSTITUTIONAL POLICIES, SUCH AS CLOSING DOWN 

PUBLIC SCHOOL S , (E. G., ARKA NS AS, VIR G IN IA, GEORGIA). THE GROV I NG CLE AVAGE 9ETWEEH 

LAR GE SECTIONS OF THE ~H I TE POPU LATIO N AND CERT AI N OF THE MAJOR Di X IECR AT POLITICAL 

MACHINES IN THE S E STATE S , I1ROUND SUCH ISSUES, IS DIRECTLY RELATED TO THE CONSISTENCY 

OF THE NEGRO F R E E DO ~ MOVEMENT I N I TS EFF ORTS TO UP HOLD THE CONSTI TU T I ON IN THE SOUT H 

j j 0 T\'! I T H S T A f~ D I N G I T S 0 8 V I 0 U S G R 0 \'.'T H AIJO S I G U I F I C A N C E F 0 R T H [ f'J A T I 0 ~J 1 S P R 0 G R E S S , 

THE GRE AT PO TEN TI AL OF TH !S PROG RESSIVE S OCIAL FO RCE IN AMERiCAN PO L I TICAL L!FE !S 

ONLY IN THE EARLY STAG~S OF ITS DEVEL OPMENT. * G iV EN THE NA ~I ONA L SUP PORT AND ATTEIJ-

TI ON VHIC H IT DESE RVES, I T CAN DECOM E QUA LIT ATIVEL Y MORE EFFE: CT I VE AS T HE LE VEL OF 

SOCI AL CH AN GE I N THE SO UTH, 

THE NATION' S BASIC PROGRES S IN THE AREA OF HUMAN RIGHTS IS STILL HANDICAPPED 

DY T HE P R ESEf~ C E OF !00 SO UTHERN CONGT~E SSM E N i\1·10 S E NAT ORS \)H OSE " r.IA N I FES T0 11 IS A 

DECLARA TION OF rHE !R !N TEN T!O N TO PR EVEN T CONST)TUT i ~A L RiGHTS FROM BE i NG ENJ OY E:D 

BY ALL CITIZENS. IT IS TO DC RE~EMBERED 

-x- SEE TA l3 LE 
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THAT THE POLITICAL CA REERS OF MANY OF THESE CONGRESSMEN REST UPON THE 

ALMOST CO MPLETE DISFRANCHISEMENT OF ~EGR O C I TIZE NS I N THEIR RESPECTIVE 

DISTRICTS • -::-* I N OTHER AREAS OF NEEDED SOCIAL LEGISLATION THE RECORD OF UOST 

OF THEM IS NOT ANY BETTER. 

I I SCLC /JJD THE f·iiODERiJ fJEGfW SUI-r:-R;\Gi:: rloV::.:MU! T I rJ THE SOUTH 

OVER THE PAST 15 YEAfiS THE [ JEGI~O SUFFRAGE HOVEMENT IN THE SOUTH 

HAS BEEN DEVELOPI NG IN VARIOUS STATES, THROUGH A SERIES OF SHORT-TERM 

REGISTRATION CAMPAIGNS, (usUALLY 60 TO 90 DAYs), CONDUCTED BY AD- HOC 

COMM! TTEES REPR ESEt·!T! NG A CROSS SECT I ON OF THE rJEGRO COW.iUiJ I TY. THE 

S T!:? E N G T H 0 F S U C H C Ai-;1 P A I G rJ S R E S T S I N T H E F p, C T T H A T T H : Y 8 C C t. 1.1 E A P R 0 J E C T 

OF \'.' IDE COt.JM UI·JITY I~JTEREST AND P ARTICIP ATION. FoR EXAi.iP LE, THE AT LANTA 

CAMPAIGNS OF 1946-1953 AND 1961. HO~EVER, SUCH CAUPA IGNS ALSO HOLD A 

WEAK NESS IN T HAT THEY SELDOM IF EVER ADOP T LONGER RANGE GOALS CONTRIBUTING 

G R E A T E R P E R M A N E I J C E 0 F 0 R G Ar-1 I Z A T I 0 IJ , r,J A K I f•J G I T P 0 S S I B L E T 0 C 0 N D U C T M 0 R E 

YEAR-R OUNb POLIT I CAL EDUCATION IN THE COMMUNITY. OuR SC LC VoTER ~EGISTRA-

T 1 0 N C A M P A I G i" S A I< E D E S I G N E 0 T 0 8 U i L D U P T H E S T R £ fJ G T H f·l 0 T E 0 A 2. 0 V E , 8 Y 

FOLLO\'!ING THE HISTORIC PATTERrJ, ·: .'HIL.E AT THE SM-:1 E T IUE COr-ITRIBUTii'JG TO 

OVERCOM -ING THE ~EAK N ESS OF CHRO~IC IMP ER MA NENC Y. 

OUR IJOTER REGISTRATION PROGR AU ~ ILL HAVE ON E OTHER S!GIJIFICAN T 

QUA LITY. · . .'E \'/ILL BE PLO\'! I NG tl E\'/ GROUND IN DEVELOP II<G EFFECTIVE UETHODS 

OF COOR61NATING A VO TE R REGISTRATION CA~lPA/GN ON A REGIO ~AL BASIS COVERI N3 

PARTS OF SE VERA L SOUTHERN STATES. T HIS IS UNP~ECCDENTE D. 

THE SOUTHERN CHRIST IA N LE ADERSHIP Co~FERENCE IS A CONFEDERATION OF 

GRASS-ROOTS COMMUIJITY AND STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS STRETCHING ACROSS THE 

SOUTH, FROM THE ViRGINIA ~JDE~ ATER TO THE TEXAS PANHANDLE . THE NAMES OF 

-:c-::· SEE TABLE I I; ALSO STATEr":ENT Fr<o :.J C 1 v 1 L RiGHTS Cor .. lf.i 1 ss 1 ON REPORT 
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SUCH A FF ILIATES AS THE MONTGOMERY i~P ROV E~ENT ASSOC J AT i bN, T HE SOUTH 

[ A S T G [ 0 R G I A C R U S A D E F 0 R V 0 T E R S , ~· V I R G I N I A C H R I S T I A /" l E A D E R S H I P 

C ON FERE NC E, AN D THE NASHVIL LE S T UD E NT C ~ N TRA L CoMMI TTEE, IS INDICATIVE 

OF THE "SOUTHERN GRASS-ROOTS" CHARACTER OF OUR 1.1Etc1GE/1SHIP. THus, SCLC's 

STRUCTURAL FEATURES ARE F ULLY CON SON AN T W ITH THE MA IN CHARACTERISTIC 

THE CiVIL Ri GHTS MOVEMENT IN THE SOUTH, I, E., THE EMERGE NCE OF NEW, 

EXPERIENCED LOCAL LEADERSHIP, DED I CATED TO ENDING SEGREGATION, 

MOST SIGN I FI CAN T, HOW E VER, I S THE F A CT TH E ROOTS OF SC LC A RE DEEP 

IN THE f-JEGRO CHURCH, \'IH I CH EiJAOLES THi S CE NTRA L INSTITUTION IN f'JEGRO LIFE 

TO BRING ITS \'J EIGHTY I NFL UUJC E 1/JTO TH E CURRENT SOC I A L RE V OLUTION TH AT 

IS UN F OLDIN G I N THE DEEP S OU TH • 

THE FUNDAMENTAL S TRATEGIC OOJECTI VE OF SCLCis VOTER REGISTRAT I ON 

Pr.OGRAfvl IN ! 962 IS TO RCSTORE TO THE f~EGRO SUFFRAGE i'-'iOV Ei,JENT THE 6RO\'il:ll-IU,TC:: , 

CH ARA CTERISTIC OF THE PER IOD IMMEOJA-,-ELY FO LL OV/JNG \'/ORLD '.'.1A R I I 

I I ' 
AND T HEN 

I 

TO EXCEEB THIS R ATE OF DE VELOPMENT, * 

*TABLE ill, PATTERfl OF DEVELOPMENT OF' THE 1/IODERI< f·JEGRO SUFFRAGE f.'JOVEiilENT 



SCLC IS CREATIVE ROL E IN DEVELOPING 

CHURCH-ORIENTED VOTER REGISTRATION 
PROGRAMS 

IT IS OUR ST UDIED OPINION THAT ANY SUCCESSFUL VOTER REGiSTRATION 

DRIVE, ~HETHER IT BE SHORT- RANGE AND INTE~SIVE OR LONG - RANGE AND SUS -

DIRECTLY AFFECTS THE fJEGRO CO I.H.IUIJ I TY IN THE SOUTH • THE NEGRO CHURCH., 

MORE THAN ANY OTHER INSTITUTION HAS DOMINATED EVERY FACET OF THE LIFE Or THE 

S 0 U T HE R N f,j E G R 0 • ITS ROLE t-S IT RELATES TO THE NEGRO COMi.JUf<ITY IS PERHAPS A 

UNIQUE SOCIOLOGICAL PHENOMENON, THE CIVIL RIGHTS STRUGGLE OF THE NEGRO , CHURCH, 

THE ~EGRO CHURCH IS HIS ONLY FORU~, OVNED, OPERATED AND CONTROLLED BY H IM ; 

'T AFFORDS HIM THE BROADEST OPPORTUNITY FOR SOCIAL INTERCOURSE; IT IS GENERALLY 

THE HEADQUARTERS OF THE NEGR0 1S STRUGGLE FOR FULL CITIZENSHIP; THE PASTOR IS 

THE COMMUNITY LEADER AND CHAMPION OF THE NEGRO'S CIVIL LIBERTIES , MOST OF THE 

PROTEST CErJTERS lrJ THE SOIITH P,RF r.I_[PGY-L[:;,_ 

"o~KSORY GL ANCE AT \'.'HA T HAS BE:UJ DONE IN THE AREA OF VO T ER REGIS -

TRAT ION IN THE SOUTH QUICKLY REVEALS THAT THE GREAT RESERVOIR OF MANPOWER, 

PASTORAL LEADE:RSHIP 1 AND "GRASS ROOTS" CON T i1C T AVAI LABLE TH::OUGH THE 

f~EGRO CHURCH HAS NOT YET BEE;J TAPPED. t,CCORDINGLY, SOU-i-HERI·I CHRISTIAN 

LEADERSHIP CO~FERENCE, FROM ITS CHURCH ORIENTED POSTURE, PROPOSES IN 

THIS PLAN A BEGINNING DIRECTED ULTIMATELY AT SECURING THE UAXIMUM RESPONSE 

TO VoTE:R REGiSTR!iTiOi~ ViA THE IJ EGRO CHUfiCH COi.lMUI J JTIES IN THC SOUTH, 

THE STRATEGIC ROLE OF THE j,JEGRO CHURCH IN HIE COr.AI.fUNITY , ITS LOi·JG IDErJTITY 

DITH THE STRUGGLE OF ITS PEOP LE, THE PR~CTICAL CONSIDERATIONS OF PUBLIC 

ASSE 1\IOU7 Ar"o COf.ii.J Uf·J I CAT I Oil 1 LEt JO Ei.1P HIIS IS TO OUR FEELING OF THE SIGN IF 1 ~ 

CANOE OF A CHURCH-ORIENTC:D VOTER REGISTRATIO,'' PI\OGRAr-1, 



OUTL I NED BE L O~ ARE S ~ M E SP EC I FiCS POINTING UP T~E VA LUE OF S UCH 

A PR OGRAM AS MENTIO NED ABOV E : 

A, C HURC HES ARE LOC AT ED IN PR ACT ICAL L Y EV ERY COMM UNI TY . 

8, THE CH URCH ME MBERS H I P WE ETS REGULARL Y 1 US UALLY EACH 

SUNDAY, AND OFTEN SEVER AL ~E M BERS MEET DURING THE ~EEKg 

C, CH URCH ES ARE COM~ / TTED TO TH E IDE AL OF SER V ING OR MEE TI NG 

THE BAS IC NE ED S OF PEOPL E AN D HAV ING GE NU I NE CONC ER N FOR 

T HEIR P ROBLE MS , 

0, CHURCH MEMB ERSHIP CUTS ACROS S ALL AGE, EC ONOU IC 1 ED UCATI ONAL, 

CULTURAL, CL AS S, AND GEO GRA PH IC AL LjNES IN A CO MMUNITY, 

E. CHURCH ES HAVE T HE RES OURCE S AND T ECHNIQUES FOR MORIVAT!NG 

PEOPLE TO VOL UNTAR Y AN D ALTR U I S T IC S ERVI CE, 

F. THE TI ME AND S CHED ULE OF PAS TORS CAN DE ADJ US TE D MORE 

NATURAL L Y AND E AS I LY T HAN T HAT OF PE RS ONS I N UOS T OTHER 

P R 0 FE S S I 0 fJ S • 

G. CHUR CHES RErv!AII·J FR EE F RO il-i I'JI\f(i-:0'.'! PART i SAiJ !dW OIVI S J VE 

HA/'JDIC;\PS i.!OR E E AS ILY TH Af l OT HE:: R T YP ES OF ORGArJI ZATIONS, 

A PR ACTICAL EXAMPLE OF THE FFFIC ACY OF THI S APPROACH D~S S EEN IN T HE 

VO TER RE G ISTR;\T IOt< DRIVE RC CE'I TL Y COi-ID UCI -ED BY SCLC Ii i COOPE RATI ON \'liTH 

T HE i.J fHG Oi,iER Y 1 !\ L AGM,IA COLI :.i L' IIi TY . I N A GR IEF T~O ~ E EK PERIOD, ~ E SUC CEEDE D 

IN P RESC IJT I NG MO ~: E TH ,~N 2, 0 00 AP P L I C;,; :TS F OR R E G I ST R AT I O~J i3EF ORE T HE 

BoARD OF !\ EGISTRAf: S OF r·,:oNTGO ivlE RY Cou~JTY. Tf i i S c.' IIS DC: S I Gf•JED AS A " CRA SH " 

P ROGR AtJi Ai'JD THC CO OP ER ,~ T I J f" OF T HE i:E GiW CHURCH GU A[(ArJ T CCD I TS SU CCES S , 

T o BE S URE, TH E T I GijT[N IN G UP OF S UB TLE F ORMS OF RESiSTAN CE TO ~E G RO 

REG I S T R A T I 0 t-1 BY i_ 0 C A L '' E G I S T R A R S I i' ~-: !d~ Y t , R E AS 0 F THE S 0 U T H T 0 D A Y idA Y R E-

QU I RE THAT VOT ER I•. E' G I ST RAT !O i-1 ACT IV I TI:C:: S BE PU OLICIZED :_·,o RE QUIE TLY TH AN 

DAS PR EVIOUS L Y T HE C~ S E. 

l i·J SU CH CIJ(CU f,ISTOJC CS ' T HE CHURCH ES ARE li!Di S P C fJS,~ B LE AS A CHMHJ EL 

OF CO i'.lf .IUIJ IC t,T I OIJ. 



IV 

Techniques and Methods for Concentrated 
Vote:r Registration Activity in Selected Areas (1962) 

SCLC has selected the following geographical areas for Concentrated Voter Registra
tion Activity during 1962: 

VIRGINIA 

Headquarters: 
Petersburg and Lynchburg 

GEORGIA 

Headquarters: 
Atlanta and Macon 

ALABAMA 

Headquarters: 
Montgomery 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

Headquarters: 
Charleston, Columbia 
and Orange burg 

*See Appendix 

The Fourth Congressional District (18 counties)* 
located in the tidewater area south of Richmond 
to the North Carolina border. This district has 
Appomattox and Prince Edward counties as its . 
Western border. Petersburg, Hopewell, LYnchburg 
and Portsmouth are our concentration points in 
this area. 

SCLC is developing Voter Registration Activity in 
the entire state during this year of gubernatorial 
and congressional elections. Our major emphasis 
will be on the crescent-shaped area, stretching 
from Atlanta, south through Macon to Savannah. This 
includes the 18 counties in the first congressional 
district surrounding Savannah in which our affiliate 
the Southeastern Georgia Crusade for Voters is baser 
Likewise our work in Macon proceeds through the co
operation of the Bibb County Citi zens Registration 
Co:mm:i.tteea All in all we will be working in 35 
counties of Negro majority population in addi tion 
to the major urban centers. 

SCLC will develop Voter Registration Acti vity in 
the entire state during this year of gubernatorial 
and congressional elections. Our major emphasis is 
on the area stretching south of Montgomery to Mobile 
on the Gulf, and Birminghamo In the latter our 
affiliate is concentrating in all of the subdivi- . 
sions of this city ( including Ensley, Titusville, 
Southside and Fairfield) 

We will concentrate on the First and Second Congres-
sional Districts of this state. These districts in· 
elude 17 counties surrounding the pivotal urban 
centers where we will maintain headquarterso Thir
teen of this county have a Negro majority populatim 
Through the cooperation of the Richland County 
Citizens ,·Committee and the Charleston Community 
County Citizens Committee, SCLC is developing VoteY 
Registra tion Activity in Columbia, 9th and lOth 
Wards (in addition to greater Richland County, 
Charleston 1 v·fards 9th through 12th and on James 
Island) . 

Statistical Por trait of the Fourth Congressional Distrj.ct 



NORTH LOUISIANA 

Headquarte rs: 
Sh:r:evep01:~t 

MISSISSIPPI 

Headquarters: 
Clarksdale 

TENNESSEE 

Headquarters : 
Nashville 

This area includes the Fourth and Fifth Congres 
s io:nal Districts of Louisiana and covers the geo
graphical area from Sb.J::eveport on the Texas border 
on the west to East Caroll Parish on -r:.ne 11/Ussj.s
sippi River in the east . (Thi s is the ar ea where 
intensified "purges " of Negro Voters from the 
Registration Dis trict took place a few years ago.) 

VIe are working Voter Registration in a concentrated 
area of eight Delta counties in the 3rd Congres
sional District; and in addition, Vickspurg. All 
of these counties contain a heavy Negro majority 
popu.lation. This is nplantation country" - the 
only towns of significance being Greenwood, Clarks~ 
dale, Cleveland and Mound :Bayou. Less than 3% of 
NegToes of Voting Age are now registered. 

We will concentrate in the Nashville, Chattanooga, 
IDnoxville triangle in Eastern Tennessee. 

In such concentration areas, registration work will be d?veloped along the following 
lines: 

A .. 

"0 
.Uo 

c. 

Registration activity will be put on a year-round basis, systematically 
touching all major urban center s of the states and their rural peripherie sQ 

Q.uotas have been set designed t o increase the level of Negro Voter Regi
stration to a minimum of 200 1 000 in Georgia - 100,000 in Alabama, - 100,000 
in South Carolina - 175,000 in Louisiana - 150,000 in Virginia. 

Full time registration campaign organizers will be retained for extended 
periods up to one year. 

A complete calendar of impending Congressional , state and local elections 
will be developed as a guide to effective registration activity.* 

An essential part of our Voter Registration work in 1962 will be the further expan
sion of our Citizenship Education Program , which is directed to the problem of adult 

- illiteracy among our peoplee 

Experience has demonstrated to us the motivational value of these "citizenship" 
classes and "voters information centers" in developing grass-root community leader
ship , and broadening the base of support for the Negro Suffrage Movement. 

Our approach is to organize all embracing , community-wide, Voter Registration-Educa
tion campaigns , centered in gaining participation of the churches, large and small~ 

*See Appendix 

rr1962 Ele ction Ca lendar" 



Special Attention t o t he I nvolvement 
of Youth in Vote r Regist r a tion Work' 

Our unpr ecedented 1962 Vote r Regis t r s t i on Program has secured the a ctive 

par tici pat ion of hundreds of High School and Col lege yout hs i n a half dozen 

Sou~ states, and more is antici pated . 

factt SCLC makeJ special effor ts to help the 

This is due in no small part to the 

youth develop their own leadership and 
I 

initiative~ thereby giving i.mpt>tus to our total pr ogram. 

The recruitment and training of youth leaders through Voter Registration 

Clinics 1 "Pilot-Projects" , etc . is a permanent feature of SCLC's work. Characteristic 

o:f the breadth of our work in thi s field, SCLC 1s experienced staff has on many 

occasions provided Voter Registration training for youth of other Civil Rights 

Organizations, (e . g., SNCC, NAACP, CORE.) 

During the first three months of this year students from the following areas 

were serviceS. by our student liason department: Vi rginia State Col lege in Petersburg ~. 

Alabama State College (Mont gomery ). Oakwood College~ (Huntsvil le) , and Tal l adega ; 

in !lississippi : Tougaloo College and Th1st College (Holly Springs) and Higgins High 

School in Clarksdalei in Georgia: Alba1~ State College, The Henry County Training 

School, Paine College (Augusta), while our work with the Atlanta student community 

is coor dinat ed through COAHR. In South Carolina : Allen University and Benedict 

Col lege (Columbia), Burke Hi gh School (Charleston), Voorhees Technical College in 

Denmark. I n Tennessee: The Student Central Commi ttee , (an affi liate of the 

Nashvil le Christi an Leader shi p Confer ence ) guarantees our work with the l arge s t udent 

community in Nashville. 

Furt her, one of t he prin ci pal ob ject i ves of SCLC 1s "Peopl e to Peopl e 11 Program 

is t he recrui t ment of souther n youth for t he "Fr ee dom Corps "~ This work r$ce ives 

t he per sonal attent ion of our Pr e sident , Dr 9 Mar tin Lu the r King, Jr~ 



STATE 

GEORGIA 

ALABAMA 

VIRGINIA 

LOUISIANA 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

TENNESSEE 

v 

BUDGET (Surnma.L.f) $100 , 000.00 

BUDGET 

$20,000o00 

15,000.00 

7,000.00 

6,ooo.oo 

s,soo.oo 

FERSON1m1 

1 State Organizer 
(Salary and travel expenses)* 

2 Area Coordinators 
(Salary and travel expenses) 

Canvassers Expenses; officl rent, 
for Macon only. I 

l State Organizer 
1 

(Salary and travel expenses) 

2 Area Coordinators 
(Salary and travel expenses) 

Canvassers Expenses; office rent 

1 Congressional District Organize:: 
(Salary and travel expenses) 

Canvassers Expenses; office rent, s 

1 District Organizer 
1 ~rea Coordinator 
(Salary and travel expenses) 

Canvassers Expenses; office rent 

2 Congressional District Organizerf; 
(Salary and tra ve 1 expense El) 

Canvassers Expenses; offi ce rent 

1 Area Coordinator 
(Salary and travel expenses) 

Canvassers Expenses; office rent 

~I- 11Trave l Expense" allowance is 7¢ per mile unless some form of publ i<r: transportai : ~ .· 
is used ~ in which case the allowance is the fare charged o 

Salaries for or ganizers range 3200 = 5600 per year. 

A Canvasser ' s expenses will average 20 - 35"00 pe r week depending on local area 
conditions 



MISSISSIPPI 1 Area Organizer 
(Salary and travel expenses ) 

Canvassers Expenses 

YOUTH WORK 7,500.00 "Freedom Corps" Volunteers 

DIRECTOR OF 
VOTER REGISTRATION 7,500.00 (Salary) 

l,ooo.oo (Travel expenses) 

STENO-CLERK 

EXPENSES FOR STAFF 
CONFERENCES 

TELEPHONE EXPENSES 

STAFF CONSULTANTS (2) 

4,000.00 

1,500.00 

1,500.00 

Travel and lodging expenses: . 
2,000.00 

PEQNTING , EDUCATION 
MATERIALS AND 
PUBLICITY 6,500 ~00 

MISCELLANEOUS 1,000.00 

TOTAL $100,000.00 



VI 

OB JECTIV ES: FRO~! THE 1 LONG V!EV 1 OF HISTORY 

____ :J 

IN THE ~OD ERN hGE 1 HI STOR Y li AS ~AD£ THE FREE EXERCISE OF UNIVERSAL 

AD ULT SUFFRAGE, AN ELEMENTAR Y CRITER IA FOn JUDGING THC DEMOCRAT IC HEALTH 

OF A ~OOERN NATION. 

AN i\CCOf,iPANtr-:ENT OF THE INDUSTRI AL REVOLUTION, (1. E., !!AN 's PRO= 

GRESS liJ THE AREAS OF SCIENCE fiND TECHi!OLOCY f,N o ITS ;, PPL.ICATIO-N Tb 

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT), HAS BECN CHANGES IN SOCIETY'S ATTITUDE TO~ARDS 

THE RIGHTS OF ITS CITI ZE NS. INDEED THOUAS JEF F ERSON 1 S IMMORTAL DECLARA= 

TION 11 COVERN:.JENT DERIVES ITS JUST PO\'/ EIIS BY CONSENT OF THE GOVERNED 11 

CAR~IES THE IMPLICATION THAT THE RIGHT OF TH: EVERY-DAY CITIZEN TO A VOICE 

ttY 
IN COVERN:.:ENTAL AFFr. IRS IS~! Jtli'J ALI E!\!r, BLE 11 fi S IS IllS RIGHT TO "LIFE , 

LIBERTY AND THE P URSUIT OF Hr,P t->INESS . 11 

THE FRENCH AN D At.lER I Cf./.J REV OLUT f Oi•! S, IN T HE LATE f UT H CENTURY, USHERED 

IN A PER I OD OF i.lOOER t! IIISTOR Y IN '.!HICH IN A i'!U:ilBER OF COU NTRIES ? EVER-LAiiGER 

SECTIONS OF T HE POPULAT I ON BCCAME EN GAGED IW THE EFFORT T O ACHIEVE RE?RESEN-

TAT I VE GOVER~H:lENT THROUGH EXTDJ:c; I \> N OF THE F.U, NCH I SC. THE Ei\RLY 19TH 

CENTURY ~I TNESSED THE FO~U ATi GN OF THE N E~ ~[PUBLICS IN L ATIN ~i . : ER ICA AND 

THE 11 CHr,<~TIST · :ovc :·JENT 11 liJ ::NGLAND, ADCIIIESSit·)C nr:~;, ;sCLVES TO THE PRObLCM OF 

UN I VERSAL MANHOOD SUFFiiAGE. 

A~O~G T HC ST AT ES OF THE A ~ EHI C~N UNI C H 9 T HE SLAVE STATSS OF THE SOUTH 

\"! Ei<E THE "LJiST FRONTI ER" iN TH C Nf1TIOI\ 1S EFFORT T O E XTEND SUFFR,\G E RIGHT S T O 

ALL ~·jHI TE i. iALE CI TIZ ENS, '.'I IT HOUT THE FCTTERS _1 0F PROPE:RTY <LUAL IFI C /\ T IO~JS~ IN 

SO UE SOUTHE~ N ST ATES THE FRA NCH I SE ~A S )N LY G R ~~ TED AFTE R THES E STATES HAD 

BECC~E E~ Bii OILED IN A CIVIL ~AR AGAINST THE UNI ON. 

OUT OF THE HUUAN I ST SO IL OF THE AMTI-~LAVE2V ~ O V~~C N T CAME TH E ~OVEMENT FO R 

-~UAN SUFFRAGE. THIS i OVEM~NT TO EXTEND THE FR~NCHISE TO THE FE~ALC POPULAT:ON 

OF OUR COUin :<Y, ACHIEVED t·J OT P, CLE ::;ucCESS ? (AFT ER SCi.1E 70 YEARS OF EF FORT), \'/ITH 



B.2.GRO POPUI;ATION ·* 

STATE POPULATION l~GRO REGISTERED VOTERS 

ALABP..JvfA 980~271 60,000 

ARKANSAS 388:787 64,000 

FLORIDA 880,186 1441810 

GEORGIA 1,122,596 158,051 

KENTUCK"f 215,949 

LOUISIANA *** 1,039,207 151,000 

MISSISSIPPI 915,743 35,000 

NORTH CAROLINA 1,116,021 150,000 

SOUTH CAROLI NA 829 , 291 57 ~ 978 

TENNESSEE 586,876 185,000 

TEXAS 1,187,125 130,000 

VIRGINIA 816.258 131,626 

TOTALS 
10,000,000 1,300,000 

* 1960 Census of the U. s. 

** Southern Regional Council , Apr., 1960 

State Registration Office, Sept. , 1961 *** 

. -' 

POTENTIAL NUJimER OF 
l§G:10 REGISTERED .:VOTERS 

620,000 

192,000 

560,000 

720~000 

650,000 

600,000 

670,000 

525 ~ 000 

290,000 

700,000 

520,000 

6,ooo,ooo 



VOTING IN NEGRO :MAJORITY COUNTIES 

cjo OF NEGRO OF % OF WHITE OF 
NO. OF COUNTIES OF VOTING AGE VOTING AGE 

STATE :N""EGRO MAJORITY POPUL.liTION REGISTERED · REGISTERED 

AL!I.BAMA 14 13·7 63.6 

ARKANSAS 7 37.7 61.3 

FLORIDA 2 39.5 69.5 

GEORGIA 40 25.8 73 

LOUISIANA 13 30.9 77 .0 

MISSISSIPPI 31 6.1 no figures avail-
able 

NORTH CAROLINA 11 38.2 92.8 

SOUTH CAROLINA 21 10.8 8962 

TENNESSEE 2 48 . 1 52.3 

TEXAS 4 38.8 49 . 0 

VIRGINIA 16 23.0 46.2 

* 1961 Report - U. S. Civil Rights Commi ssion 



ST A T E~ENt F R o ~ THE CIVI L RtnHTS 

Co w,ti S St ON ~ C PORT 0~~ VOTt fJ G, 196 1 -"' 

" EX CE P T IN HE RT FORD CO UN TY, i l. C.:> CM~ D I DA T ES FOR OF F l CE ARE AL \'J AY S 

~HITEo ,OREOVER 7 ~ ITH THE EXCEPTION OF HER T FORD, POL I TI CA L CANDIDATES TOATL L Y 

DISREG ARD THE NEGRO EITHER AS A REGISTERED OR A POTE ~T I AL VOTER. THEY ~EITHER 

ADDRE S S ~CG~O GR OUPS NO R SECK NEG RO VOTES. CA~PAIGN ISSUES DO NOT ACKNO~LEDGE 

THE I NTERESTS OF THE NONWHITE ~ A JORITY. "-'HeN THE iJEcr; o is THE suoJECT oF CA<,1-

i , 

SINCE i~osc RUN N ;~G FOR OFFibk IGNOR E PAIGN ORATORY, HE IS U~UALLY ITS DUTT~ 

THE M, THE FE ~ NEG ROES DHO DO VOTE HAVE ONLY ~ LI ~ ITED BA SIS ON ~HICH TO DO SOo 

THEY ARE EXCLUDED FRO~ THE USU AL POLITIC AL TECH III QUES OF PER S ONAL CO NT ACT AND 

PERSU AS I ON, A PARTICULARLY RESTRICTIVE CONDITI CN I N THESE ~URAL ARE AS ~HERE THE 

HANDSHAKE AND THE CHURCH PICNIC T ALK OFTEN PROVIDE THE POLITIC AL FORUU FOR CANOl-

DATES. EXCLUDED FRO U EVE RY SIG N IFIC ANT STAGE IN THE P OLITICAL PROCESS, THE 

NEGRO CITIZEN HAS L!TTLE OR NO P OLITICAL EXISTENCE EXCE PT IN THE ROLE CF THE 

11 GOVERNE0. 11 HIS IS ::: L ATI Of·J IS PR OF OU iJD.n 

1'! N I NST AN CE S ~HERE NEGROES HCLD RESPON S I ~ LE P OSIT I ONS- AS POLICE~EN, 

TEACHER S , AGRICU LTU RA L EXTC ~ SION AGEN TS, AN D TH E LIKE - THEIR DUTIES ARE CARE-

FULLY LH.11TED AN D THEY DE AL ONLY ' . .' ITH OTHCR P-!EGROES • . _._. !THIN TH E STABLE ORDER OF 

TH IN GS T HE RE AP PEARS LITT L E NCED 0 RE Mi ND T HE NECRO OF HI S PL ACE . HE ! S ALR E ADY 

• .. • • 4i"' fJ 
I l \1 I I a 

_ ____ _ ____ VoL . I , PAGE 16 1 

( THI S STATE UE NT IS I N REFERENCE TO COUNTIE S OF 

i·JEGRO UAJ OR tTY POPU LA TI O~l :=-= L EC TE D BY TH E 

COUM IS S ION FO R INVESTI GAT I ON. ) 



TABLE I I I --

PATTERN OF DEVELOPMENT OF THE MOnERN NEGRO SUFFRAGE MOV EMENT 

PERIOD GROWTH * 

1947-52 595,000 (1947) 
TO 

I ,008,614 ( 1952) 

1953-56 1 ,ooe,ooo (1952) 
TO 

I ,238,000 (1956) 

1957-60 I ,238,000 (1957) 
TO 

I, 303,000 ( 1960) 

NO. OF 
YEARS 

6 

4 

4 

APPROX. YEARLY 
AVERAGE iNCREASE 

80,000 

58,000 

17,000 

*REGISTRATION FIGURES OBTAIN FROM THE STUDY BY MARGARET PRICE 

11 THE NEGRO AND THE BALLOT IN TH ''O SOUTH" 



AMELIA 

APPOMATTOX 

BRUNSWICK 

BucKINGHAM 

CUMBERLAND 

OINWIDDlE 

GREENSVIL.L.E 

Wt GHT 

LUNENBURG 

MECKLENBURG 

NANSEMONO 

NO TT OWAY 

POW A TAN 

PRINCE. EDWARD 

PRINCE GEORGE 

SOUTH-HAMPTON 

SussEx 

SUR REY 

No . oF 

CouNTIES 

18 

TOT AL 

STATISTICAL. PORTRAIT OF THE FOUR TH 

CONG RESSIO NAL DIST RICT IN VIRGINIA 

NEGRO REG I STERED 

VOTERS 

POTENTIAL NEGRO 

REGISTERED VOTERS 

638 

879 

949 

I ,063 

460 

529 

I, 737 

515 

505 

I, 100 

478 

875 

690 

450 

12,983 

SU MMARY 

No . OF COUN TI ES OF 

NEGR O MAJORITY P o P . 

9 

I , 924 

I, 142 

4,734 

2,208 

, I ,647 

2,534 

6,624 

9,806 

3,458 

I , 563 

2,896 

2,420 

7,435 

3,706 

I 1 842 

70,728 

No. OF NEGRO No . oF P oTE NTIAL 

Vo TE R S NEGRO Vo T ERS 

12,983 70,728 
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!962 CALl 'IDAR CF STATE AND CONGRES S I ONA L ELECTIO N IN THE SOUTH 
. . . - ··---- ·----.- .--.- -----------·--- --------- ··---- . ··'-- ... . 

l-- -----------10.~_; ~ L ~CTEO _.JH .. L2§? ____ , U.ST D,W Td PR I MARY ! U.ST DIY TO RU

0

1A·\J9

1

EFF t, LAST DAY TO I(:.:.GJSTEf~ 
-· .... ~~-~ ·~ ·'-'· -···--- ~ ..... · -· ... ....... _.. 

STATE 

AL i\BAr\.IA \ 

A~KANSAS 

Fl_Ofi IDA 

GECRG I A 

I<ENTUCKY 

LOUISIANA 

Vli SSISSIPP! 

1\J. CAROLINA 

Jo CA RCLINA 

f OJNESSEE 

fEX AS 

J I RG IIH A 

. . .. -- - - -··--- ·- ··- -- .. --- - . ·--

I 1U• S. SENAT0/1 STATE ! PAY POLL . DATE 'REG I SLf~ FOR _ 
1 

FCR ;~ c·J..:..·.GE R 6 
i GOVERNOR jFoR "~t~ T.~o·~ i-LEo 1 s u ~o ,_ i __ T ;,x :.:_ 

1
__ I P R '- A rr_ _ ~- _ _ j _ELf~ CT 1 ON _1

1 

i 
I 
I 

t 
I 
I 

I 
1 
I 

I 
I 
r 
j· 
:i 
I 
j 
i 
I 
I 
I 
' 

YES 

YES 

NO 

YES 

~LT UP 

f.JCT UP 

r!OT UP 

NOT UP 

YES 

YES 

YES 

i'JCT U ~' 

: I I I I I I 

' HILL ( o ) I YEs 1_. FEB. j
1

MAY 8 ! APRI L 20 I MAY 29~ ocr. 26 1, 

I I I . . 
I FULBR I GHT . YES i PASSED I JULY 31 . I NO REGI ~]TRHiON '' AUG~· 14[ NO REG I : TRAT ION 
. ( D ) I I u ST OCT. I : . . I I 
I SMATHERS (o)J YES I [ MAY 8 . APRIL ? ,,,,y 29 ! OCT. 6 ' 

: TALMADGE (D ) ' YES : - - -~!ES -+:~- ;E SE~ LATE~ . . I MAY 5 I 
: HCRTGN ( R) NOT UP ! MAY 29 I i'.1~~iCH 30 
I 
I 

!LONG (C ) 
I 
I 

ji\IOT UP 
' 1 

I 
DV I tJ (D) 

I 

; JOH: ISTON ( 0 )! 
I 

·w:r UP 

NOT UP 

I 

l NuT ur 

f!OT UP 

NO 

YES 

YES 

YES 

YES 

NOT UP 

' FEC. I 

JAN. 31 

MAY 5 

! JULY 28 

: JUNE 5 
I 
I 
I 
I 

:MA Y 26 
I 

I JU NE 12 

; 

; AUG. 
I 

2 

I l MA Y 5 

i 
I JULY 10 

JU NE 27 

~L I'JE. 

MAY 12 

MAY 12 

I 
J uLY ) 

I 

' fl:l AY 29 

: JU LY 28/ 

i 
I 

; JU NE 2d 
! 

S E PT. 7 

OCT. 6 

JULY 6 

OCT • 27 

OCT. 6 

OCT . 6 

I 
I 

I I I 
. f\1 ~: ."' EGI ~lTR; ,Tt ON: 
, PAY POLL TAX . dUNE 2 I . N C REG I S -R H I 0 N PAY i 

POLL TAX I 
I JUNE 9 

AuG . !4 . 
J'CT" 6 

*ALABAMA ' S SPE CIAL CONGRESSIONAL RU NOFF WILL BE ON MAY 15 IF COURT ?ERMITS 
l 

:, 
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