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FOR D!JNEDIATE RELEASE 

.VOT-ER RErHSTRATION LEADER TN SU1'1PTER COUN'l'Ylr GA. 
'LEFT HOHELESS AFTER HONE DESTROYED BY 'FIRE 

SUMPTER COU TY., GEORGIA, DECENBER 7 -- An unidentified white man set fire 
yesterday t the home of Tr-im Porter, 57., a leader here in the Student 
Nonviole1nt oordinating Committee's Southwest Georgia voter registration drive-. 

Port r, who has 14 children, reportea the burning at a: registration 
meeting -las .night -in ~the J'leaBant Drove Baptist _Chur"ch, where ~.he .. i.s_$enior 
deacon. 

He s id that t'tvO of: his children were home yesterday --- his wife was 
in the c:ott~ n fields -- when a white man in a blue car told them to "get out 
and :go Clowm the .road," When Porter came home_, he found the two children, 
3 and 5J si ting in a ditch and his house on fire. 

Port~ r said, 11! don't ha.ve any insurance. It 1 s been a ba.d year and I 
had to c!rop the .policy. 11 The house was complet.ely d ~emolished and all -of the 
family' .~' "c.l thing . and belongings .completeJ.y destrqyed. . _. 

PortEr, a .registe!'ed voter himself and a leader in the regi.st ration 
drive h€:re., had allowed SNCC to hold meetings in his church after the ·Shady 
Grove Betptil t Church -- the former meeting place -- -v;ras burned to the ground 
in Auguf;t, 962. 


