
ALBANY H . i~ H. I E :s S T 0 

July 15, 1962 

-' T;; 
The Albany Hovement totally rejects the response of the city 

of Albany tov~xd its requests as tr~ns~itted t~ough Chief of Police, 

Lo.urie Pritchett. 1Te ho.ve discovered over t '1e last six months that 

it is the intention of tue city fathers to ;~aintain the system of 

segregation throughout the coomunity regardless of the constitutional 

rights and just demands of the Negro citizenry. 

He have learned through bitter experience that Cbief Laurie Pri­

chett bo.s ·:;~o~ the power ~o make or . -keep the decisions f'o~ ythich he i.s 

purport~dly re.aponsible. He submi:t a long history; of dcuble-talk, , 
.. . ' .. 

unl<ept · pr~mises, subtle intiriidati.on and lack of' integrity< as it re-

1 .·.~t6s to the just. resolution of. our grievances aGainst the system of 

segregation as J.:t exi.sts in our .ct'ty; .and 

: .'1IJ!2E:~s we insist it is our right under t :.1e Consi tution and the 

Bi.l.l of' Rights to peacet"u.lly protest oUr grievances; and ,.,bereaa it 

is a true saying t :1:-.t no jTegro can exercise t :1"-t right uitllou.t pro-

vok.ing arrest ~d conviction; be it therefore resolved th"-.t ,.,e s :1all 

never b~gain m·ray our First ;\.:.1endr:le::.t privelege to so peacefully pro-

test; and 

~fl!En.ZAS there r er.:~ain raore than 700 c:1ses pending [)rosently on 

t h e docket of the Recorder's ·court since Decenber of last year, which 

have yet to be adjudicated, \·re deu nnd under t~•e Sixth. Anendment, as 

interr>reted i.n tb~ Fourteenth Ar.lendment, t i1:- t t h ey be grnnted a :fair 

;::,nd spe e dy tri :l.l n t _on c e o r be sur.unarily disc:!arged froJ:J ~rosecution; 

and 



' .' 2 -

;n:mE.AS there cont inues only intern it t ent co1:1pli~ce, at the city 

bus terninal.s, ''lith the ICC ruling ,.,hich b e came e:f:fective as of' Sep.;. 

tember, 1960• ue do . :further resolve tho.t ue petition the Attorney 

Genera1 of' the United States to initiate ir.Dedi~tely a suit pursuant 

to a Federal Court injunctive order to restrain public o:f:ficia1s or 

private interests :from interference \'lith the use of' a11 such :faci1i-

tiee; and 

~n :z~AS desegrega tion is the order of' the day l!i th support o:f 

t h e Constitution, Supreme Court o:f the United States, the c1Ul1c.te o:f 

,.,orld opinion, t h e noral order nnd tile l.a ,.,s of' God, ue resolve to 

o.ddrese a11 of' our energies to the rer.toval. of' every vestige of eegre-

gation f'rom our midst; and ., 

~!lriiDEAS Christi~ nonviolence has denonstrated ita potter in 

apr>lication, tec:mique and discipline, we resolve tllo.t the inetnuaenta· 

"i th uhich u e 110rlt s~1all be t ::ose ~one tha t are consistent uJ. th 

nonviolent principle&i and 

~!1:2..~.'...5 t ee insr>irat i on and support a:ff orded to the Albr-.ny 

Hovement b y Dr. Martin Luthe r King, Jr., Dr . Ral.ph D. Abernathy,' The 

Sout:1e rn Chri sti an Leadership Conference, Student Honviolent Coordi-

no.ting Coa r.rlttee, National. Associ ation :for t :1e Advancement of' Colored 

People and oth er i ndividua l.s and org~izations sioi.l"--'ly dedio~ted, 

,.,e do resolve to :::ullce a c a r e er, publicly and priva tely, t hat they 

are here b y i.nvi t a tion an d 1·re honrtily 1·1elcome their presence; and 

~ TIIB::l.E,·~s in some quarters of' the c or.mmni ty, state and ~at ion there 

nre spuri ous reports of' a truce , ue do resolve tb.~t all may knou there 

is n o truce and 1fe b:::nd ours elves to.:;ether to do ,.,hc.teve r cust be 

d one t o delive r tir e d e ath-knell once .-.nd for all to the system of' 

segrega tion in the city of All>cny, Georgia u ith earnest hope that the 

e x a -:tple u e eet h e re sllall s i? read across t :1e South. 
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