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I. INTRODUCTION 

This manual is written for two purposes. First, it is intended 

to be a brief reference book for the serious student of Mi ssissippi poli­

tics. Second, it is hoped that the handbook will meet the purpose of 

i nforming the average Mississippi citizen of the gover nmental and pol iti­

cal structure under which he lives. 

The problem that. col ors political affairs more than any other 

in ~1issiasipp1 is race relations . The p r i nci ple of total segregation has 

a firm commitment by almost all of the present officers in the gov~nmen­

tal Jllld political organization o£ the state. For this reason the race 

rel ations. pr oblems will be str essed lii thi n the covers of this handbook . 

This smal1 volume is par ticularl y designed for use as a text 

in l1ississippi government c l asses and voter registration schools in 

His s i ssi ppi . 

It is sincer ely hoped that everyone who takes the time to read 

through the ma nual will benefit himself and his fellow man from an in­

creased knowledge and awar eness of the political structure and forces 

that constitute gover~ent in Mississippi. 

ll. VOTING AND ELECTIONS 

A. Who Can Vote 

In order· for a person to vot e io Mississippi in any el ect ion,. 

local, state, or federal, he must f i rst be a "qualified elector. 11 A 

qualif i ed elector is def ined as an inhabitant of the state who, by the 

date of the g.eneral election (normalq, the first Tuesday after the f i rst 

Honday in November) of the year in which he offers to vote, will be 21 

years of age ·or older, has lived two year.s in Missi~sippi and one year in 



-2-

the election district (precinct) in which he of£ers to vote, has been duly 

registered as an elector by passing a test requiring him to read, write, and 

interpret any section of the State Co.osti tution and to give a reasonable 

statement of the duties of a c i tizen, and has paid poll taxes on t ime (~ .~ · 

on or before February 1 of each year) for the two (2) preceding years ul)].ess 

1\e was excused from p!cy"ing them, One should particularly note that the 

Mississippi State Coostitut,ion has a total of 285 sections, some of 'Which 

are extremely dif ficult, long, and tedious. It should also be noticed that 

the circuit clerk, who is by virtue of his office the registrar of voter s , 

has the power to decide whether or not one has pas.sed the test. The t est 

may be taken any number of times, though it i s advisable f or one wishing to 

take i t again to wait a day or two. 

limit of one try every six months,) 

(The legis.lature i s now considering a 

A recent federal law does re~ire that 

the circuit clerk keep a permanent record of all tests given. And the 

f ederal law also provides relief through the federal courts if the circuit 

clerk applies the test unfairly. (See the form in the appendix for com­

plaint to federal civil r i ghts agencies ,) 

One should also observe that the crucial date i s that of the 

general election, which is always on the first Tuesday after the first Mon-

4ay in November. In other words, if a person is 21 on or before that date, 

then he may vote i n that general election and in all primary elections 

leading up to that general election. 

A primary elect ion is an election normally hel d from a few daye 

to several months prior to a general election. Its purpose i s to select 

candidates of particular political parties to run in the general election, 

or course, i n practice in ~fississippi t here is only- one political party of 

serious consequence, the Democratic Party. For this reason the selection 

of the Democratic Party candidate in t he Democratic primary is actually tbe 

real election. Except in special c.ases the Democratic primary is held the 
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first Tuesday after the first Monday in August, followed by a second primary 

(run- off election) three weeks later. A run-off i s always held when no one 

candidate gets an absolute majority of al l votes cast; or, in the cases of 

municipal officers, justices of t he peace, constables, and state representa­

tives in some count.ies (!!.•£• Rinds County), a candidate is elected when he 

receives a majority of all votes cast divided by the number of positions that 

are to be filled. For example, if five men are running for constable and 

there are two constable pos~tions to fill and if 10,000 votes are cast (each 

voter casting two vot es, which is the number of positions to be filled), and 

if a candidate receives 2,501 votes, then he has an absolute majority of 

10,000 votes (the t otal number cast) di~ded by two (the number of posts t o 

be filled) which is 5,000. 2,5bl is an absolute majority of 5,000. State 

law provides that there is no run- off in the general election. In other 

words, the t op man wins i n the general election. 

A person may not vote--either in a general election or a primary 

election preceding a general election unless he has registered f our (!J) 

months prior to the general election, which cut- off date i s t he first week 

i n Ju1y. (A bill is now pending in the legislature t o also require regis­

tration at least one mont h before a primary election.) 

A poll tax of $2 is generally required to be pai d by every per­

son in the state of Mississippi who i s between the ages of 21 and 60 years, 

except (primarily) for persons in the armed services, who may receive an 

exemption cert ificate. (Some counties require $3.) This means that 1n order 

for a person on becoming 21 t o vot e · and t o continue to vote every year 

thereafter, he must pay a poll tax beginning With the one payable in the 

month of January immediately after he becoaJes 21. Note that poll taxes are 

paid in January through February 1 . (and sometimes also in the December pre­

ceding). Poll tax receipts must be presented at the polls when voting. 

(See appendix for a sample poll tax receipt,) 
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There are some U, S. S1ipreme Court decisions that indicate that 

Mississippi's Constituti on interpretation test and requ~ementa ar the pay­

ment of poll taxes by el ection t ime may be unconstitutional as in violation 

of the Fifteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution, 

I f the citizen moves from one precinct to another or from one coun­

ty t o another, then he must vai t a ye a:r before he can vote again. Fer this 

reason many people continue to vote in the same precinct or town even though 

they live elseWhere. In this manner t hey continue to vote without interrup­

tion. It is suggested, however, that one should change his registration 

with the circuit clerk whenever he moves to a new district; and it might be 

advisable to wait to make this change until a year in whic~ no important 

election is being held. 

It is of major significance that poll taxes may be paid by any-

one f or aOY. other person. The important thing is that the taxes are paid 

and not who pays than. In other words, one cr more persons can legally col-­

lect a thousand separate $2 from a large number or people and go do~ to the 

courthouse and pay their poll taxes for them. (See the poll tax payment form 

in the appendix. ) One should also remember that neither registration nor 

payment of poll taxes is a condition of doing one or the other; the two are 

completely independent. You may register without paying your poll tax. You 

may pay your poll tax without registering. But both are necessary itl order 

for one t o be a qualified elector and thereby to be able to vote. 

After one becomes 60 years of age, he is no longer required to pay 

poll taxes. Therefore, a person who has just become 60 may vote at the next 

election if he has only paid the poll tax .for the last year. If he is 61 or 

over, n.o poll tax is. required at all and he may vote merely by Tegistering 

with the circuit clerk (if he has not already done so). 

To repeat: one may register at any time; however, one may pay his 

poll taxes only during December and the following January up through February 1. 
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(Theoretically it would seem that one might be abl e. t o pay any fut ure poll 

taxes whenever he desires . But in pr acti ce the poll t~~es are normally not 

received until at l east December.) 

B. The Conducting of the General Electi on 

The general election is conducted on a state-wide. basis by t he St ate 

Board of Election Commi ssioners, which consi sts of t he Governor, The Secretary 

of State, and t he Attorney-General. Every even year in September the State 

Board of Election Commissioners appoints three (3) e.l ection ccmmissioners for 

each county to conduct the general election in that county. These county 

electi on commissi oners are i mportant primarily because they have t he power 

t o exami ne the registr ation and poll books and t o deci de what persons are 

properly registered and are qualified voters. They also appoi nt t he general 

election managers and clerks f or each voting place. Three sets of books are 

kept for each precinct o.r voting district . The registration book is a per­

manent record of those persons who have passed the "l iteracy" tests and other 

requirements for registration. (Ali books are kept i n the circuit c l erk's 

office.) The names of those persons on the regi stration book who are quali ­

fied electors (!·~· have also pai d t heir poll t axes) are then transf erred to 

the general el ect ion poll book and the primary el ection poll books, which 

books a!'e then taken to t he various vot in·g plll:Ces and are used at the polls. 

An entry i s made besi de each person ' s name i n the poll book as he votes. If 

his name does not appear i n the poll book, he may not vote aut omatically but 

must prepare his ballot subject to further checking. If a -person's name 

doE>.s not appear on t he poll book, he should nevertheless go ahead and vot e. 

The county commissioners of election also appoint persons to hol d t he elec­

t i on at each polling place in the county. The commissioners have t he power 

to hear all appeals from the circuit cl erk ' s refUsing or denying a person's 

r egistration. An appeal f rom their decisi on may be taken t o the circuit 

court and finally to the St ate Supreme Court. 
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c. The Conduct ing of t he Pr imary Election 

The primary e1.ection machinery is on a. state-wide basis under t he 

supervision of the state executive committee of the particular par~ that 

is hol ding t he primary. Since in Mississippi t he Democr.atic Par~ is the 

only significant party, the Democrat ic Party wil l be used as the exampl e. 

The State Democratic Executi ve Commi ttee f urnishes to each county Democra-· 

t ic executive commi ttee the names of all state and state district candidates 

who have qualified for the Democratic Primary elections and also furnishes 

a sample of the official ballot to be used in the election. 

The county Democratic executive committees are always i n charge 

of the actual grass-roots holding of the primary election. The county com­

mittee acts exactly as t he board of coun~ election commissioners acts, 

except that i t has no power to revise the registration or poll books. In 

particular, the county commi ttee has the power to appoint all managers and 

clerks of elections at the vari ous po1.ling places throughout t he county. 

For obvious reasons, such as patronage (political j obs) and the influenci ng 

of elect ions, the control of t hese jobs is quite important, 

D. Becoming a Candidate 

There are several principal t hings which must be done for one to 

become a candidate f or office in the Democratic primary. The prospective 

candidate must give his name, accompanied by a fili.ng fee , to the secretary 

of either the State Democratic Executive Co~ttee or the county Democratic 

executive committee (depending upon whether or not he is running for a state 

or state district offi ce, or a county or county district office), sign an 

affidavit stating that he has read the State Corrupt Practices Act, and sign 

an affidavit that he has not been a member of certain subversive organiza­

tions. Candidates for state or state district offices f i le t~ese affidavits 

with the Secretary of State. Candidates for county or county district 
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offices file with the circuit clerk of the county. The fees are: $100 for 

a state-wide office'; $50 for a state district office, $7 .SO for a state 

senator (except where there is only one. county i n t he district) and for 

state representative when there is more than one county in the district, 

$5 for county-wide offices, and $2.SO for county district offices. (These 

fees may shortly be i ncreased under a bill pending in the State Legisla­

ture.) A candidate must qualify at l east sixty (60) days prior to the 

primary election. A candidate for Governor or Lieutenant Governor or 

United States Senator 11\Ust be at least JO years of age. Other state-wide 

officers such as the Secretary of State must be at l east 2S years of age, 

as must also United States Representatives and State Senators. Supreme 

Court judges must be at least JO years of age; and other judges, except 

the justices of the peace, must be at least 26 years of a,ge. All other 

officers including constables, municipal officials, state representatives, 

county supervisors, etc ,, must only be qualified electors . (The age at the 

time of taking office is what counts,) 

A person maY,, however, qualify for ofi'ice as an i ndependent can­

didate and run in the general election by fili ng a petition wit~ either 

the state or county board oi' election co~issioners (depending upon which 

office is sought). If a state-wide office is involved, 1,000 qualified 

electors must sign the petit~on; if a Congressional district, 200 quali­

fied electors; if a circuit or chancery court district, 100 qualified 

electors; if a county-wi'de district, a senatorial or notorial district 

or a municipality of a thousand or more people, SO qualified electors; 

and if a county district or a municipality of under 1,000 people, 15 quali­

fied electors, The petit ion must be f i led at least 40 days prior to the 

general el ection in November. The candidate can have participated as a 

voter or as a candidate in the prior primary election of any party imme­

diately PJ'eceding the general election in which he desires t o run. ln 
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effect, this provision gives a second chance to run candidates for a parti­

cular office. 

E. Times of Elections and Voting Hours 

The poll:; open at eight o ' clock in t he morning and close at six in 

the evening, except that in cities having 1,000 or more registered voters, 

they open at seven in the morning . The g.eneral election is always held each 

year the first Tuesday after the fir st ~londay in November. The primary 

.election for the election of State officials, except for judg.es, is held 

every four (4) years on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in August, 

and the second primary is held three weeks later. The next such elee-tion 

will be in August, 196J, The primary el ection for Congressmen at the pre­

sent time is held on the first Tuesday after the first ~!onday in June of 

even number~d years, the second primary being held three weeks later if 

necessary. Electi ons for judges and United States Senator (whenever a 

Senator's six-year term eJq>ires) are held at the same time . as the C,ongres­

sional elections, Chancery, Circuit, and county judges are elected every 

four (4) years, the next election being in 1962, Supreme Court judges are 

elected as their eight-year terms expire, The election for the senate seat 

now held by Senator John Stennis will be in 1964, and the election for that 

of Senator James Eastland i ·n 1966, 

F. El ection Costs 

The expenses f or the holding of primary elections are paid out 

of the county treasuries, unless tne party holding the primary failed to 

receive one.- t hird of the total vote cast in the entire staj:.e in the pre­

ceding Presidential election, The general election costs are paid by the 

counties in all cases , 
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III. PARTY ORGANIZATION AND POLillCAL CAMPAIGNS 

A. In General 

In Hi ssissippi a candidate is nominated for the geoeral electi on 

in November by winning t he party prim~ry election, usually held several 

months earl ier. Since, as mentioned before, the Democratic Party is f or 

most purposes the only significant political party in the State, the person 

who wins the Democratic Party primary election is normally elected auto­

mat ically at the gener al election i n November to the office to which he was 

nominated in the Democratic primary election . I n other words, winning the 

Democratic nomi nation is. the same as winning el ection to the of i'ice . The 

actual Democratic pr i mary ~lection pr ocess has been described in the pre­

ceding section. I t is the purpose of this secti on to deal with the party 

machinery t hat conducts party affairs in general and the Democratic Party 

primary elections in particular. 

B. The Precinct Conventi on 

Normally during the month of February, March, or April of years 

in which t he Presi dent of the United St.ates is elected, the Chai rman of the 

State Democratic Executive Committee (or t he State Democratic Execut i ve 

Commit tee as a whole) names a date at le~t ten days in advance setting the 

time for holding "precinct elections. " These elect i ons are ht>.ld at tile 

usual voting place in each precinct or voting district and are usually 

held on Tuesday . They must begin at ten o 1 clock in t he morning by law. 

'The county Democr atic executive committee appoints certain persons to act 

as temporary chairman and tempor ary secretary of the precinct convention 

and entrus1:is the vari ous del egat e credentials (certi ficates of election to 

the county convention) and other papers to them. At these precinct c.onven­

tions , all qualified electors in t he precinct may assembl e and el ect 
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delegates to the county convention, which is ordinarily held a week or more 

later . The precinct conventi on normally elects anywhere from one to six 

delegates, depe·ndiog upon the size of the precinct. Frequently, however. 

tbese one to six votes are split into half votes with alternates for each 

half vote. This means that a precinct wit.h t~!o votes might send eight (8) 

people to the county convention, made up of four half votes and four alter-

nate half votes. 'rhe precinct convention is a sovereign body and as such 

adopts and operates under ita own rules. It is at this point that a know-

ledge of parliamentary procedure, quick thinking, and aggressiveness can 

result in the election of favorable delegates. Converse~, a lack of any 

of these three qualities wnl frequently result in defeat.. Rump conventions 

i n lYhich a dissenting group holds its own meeting are not unknown. In this 

case, of course, the county convention would decide which delegation to 

recognize as the official one. 

In the preeinct convention, the temporary chairman presides over 

the elcection Gf' a permanent chatrman and a pe.rmanent secretary. Th:e perms-

nent chair man then presides over the election of delegates to the county 

convention. At times, resolutions are introduced and are acted upon by the 

precinct convention. They have no l egal effect and only express the senti-
' 

menta of the voters in that precinct. 

A majority vote prevails in all cases, unless different rules or 

procedure have been accepted by prior majority vote, 

C. The County Convention 

At the county convention, which is usually held in the courthouse 

a week or more after the precinct convention, the delegates elected by the 

precincts assemble, with the chairman of the county Democratic executive 

committee presiding, The program or the county convention has normally been 

arranged by t he county Democrati c executive committee. At t he county 
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convention the delegates Si:rst near .a keynote addres.s by some prominent 

political figure of the state. They then ordinarily proceed to elect dele­

gates t o the state convention, following th<;l same procedure as was used in 

t he precinct conventions, !·~· electing two delegates with one-half vote and 

two alternate half-vote delegates fo·r each vote in the state coi'IV'ention 

allocat ed. to that particular county. By la1< each c.ounty receives twice as 

many votes in the State Democratic Convention as it has. seats in the State 

House of Representatives. (For exampl e, Hinds County in 1960 had four seats 

in the State House of Representatives. I t therefore had eight votes to be 

cast by 16 delegates l<it h one-half vote each or by 16 alternate delegates 

in case of the inability of the 16 regular delegates,) The county conven­

tion then proceeds to resolve itself into f ive (5) caucuses consi sting of 

the precinct delegates from each supervisor's district. These caucuses. 

nosninate three (3) candidates for the new county Democrat ic executive com­

mittee. The county convention then reconvenes and con·siders all the nomi­

nations. Nominations may also be made from the .floor as in the c•se of 

nominations for delegates to the State convention, (Frequently a nominat­

ing c·ommittee :r;eports a full slate of candidates for delegate{! to the State 

convention. O:f'ten this slate is elec.ted without opposition, This need not 

be so . ) Finally, the convention proceeds to elect the new county Democratl.c 

executive committee of 15 members, normally ratifying the earlier nomina­

tions from the five caucuses of the supervisor's districts . However, to 

repeat, everyone has the right to nominate additional candidates from the 

floor , The county convention will frequently adopt resolution~ which, how­

ever, have no legal effect. 

D. The County Democratic Executive Cotmnittee 

At this point will be considered briefly the county Democratic 

executive committee. Thi s fifteen-man body meets two weeks before any 
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Demoerati.c primary election and a ppoints the managers in charge of each pol­

ling place in the county. This is a valuable patr onage power . Also the 

manager frequently assists the electors in voting when they have any diffi­

culty. By law the county Democrati c executive committee i s r equired to 

appoint managers evenly among the supporters of the candidates f or those 

offices which are t he leading contests. (This law mey have been repealed 

by the legislature at the t ime of this printing. ) And i f there is arry 

doubt as t o which offices are most contested, then the positions are appor­

tioned among the support ers of the candidates f or the highest office. By 

law every candidat e bas the right t o have at least one of his supporters 

observe the conduct of the el ecti on at each polling place and at the can­

vassing (counting) of the returns. This is an important right , since it 

assures a degree of f airness i n the election . The CD:&: (County Democrati.c 

Exeouti.ve Commi ttee) is in charge of canvassing t he returns and declaring 

the results of all Democratic primary el ections. The committee also has 

cert ain powers as to acceptance or rejecti on of a voter's ballot. Such a 

decision, however, i s made in the first instance by t he manager at the 

precinct polling place. The CDEC, as does the SDEC (State Democratic Execu­

tive Committee), serves for rour ye·ars until the next conventi.on. 

E. The Congressional District Caucus 

The delegates elected in the 82 county Democrati c conventions 

throughout the state then assemble a week or more later in separa te caucuses 

held in each of t he state's five Congressi onal di stricts . These caucuses 

then proceed to elect, subj ect to the appr oval of the. upcoming St ate Conven­

tion: (a) four regular delegates and four alternate delegates (representing 

a to t al of two votes ) to the National Democratic Conve ntion; (b) three 

members of the SDEC; and (c) one cand idate for Democratic Presidenti al 

Elector . 
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F. The State Convention and the State Democratic 
Executive Committee 

A week or more after the last Congressional district caucus is 

held (the five caucuses are normally held one after the other about a week 

or so apart), the Stat e Democratic Convention is convened in Jackson, the 

state capital. The convent ion is opened by the chairman of t he SDEC, mo 

presides until a permanent chairman of the convention· is chosen. Thi.s pro-

cedure may vary and is not r igidly prescribed by l aw. The permanent chair-

man then may appoint var i ous committees to prepare different resolutions 

and other proposals. (In 1960, for example,the Unpledged Electors program 

was prepared in committee and presented ~o the convention which proceeded 

to adopt it, This, however, was done at t he reconvened State Democratic 

Convention subsequent t o the Democrat ic National Convention in Los Angeles , 

The reconvened Stat e Democratic Convention then p r oceeded to put up two 

slates of Presidential elect ors, one pledged to the National Democratic 

nominees, Kennedy and Johnson, and the other unpledged to any particular 

nominees,) The convention ratifies the earlier election by t he Oongression-

al district caucuses of the hO del egates to the national convention 
't 

(representing 10 votes) and ratifies t he el ection of the lS men to the 

new SDEC, The State Democratic Convention also !!l ects del egat es to tha 

Democratic National Convention having a total of the r emainder of the 

vot es to which the State of Ynssissippi is en t i tled. The State Convention 

also adopts a platform, which by law states the position of the H:ississippi 

Democratic Party, Thi s pl atform is frequently in opposit ion to that of tre 

National Democratic Party. 

In addition to the earlier-mentioned duties of the SDEC, this 

body has general charge or the supervi s ion of the Democratic primary elec-

tions on a stat e-wide basis. It is also technically i n charge of the 

campaigns for el ection of all s tate-wide and stat e-dist rict Democratic 
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candidates in the November general elections. However, since in Mississippi 

the Democratic nomination is tantamount to elect~on, this latter function 

is only performed during Presidential campaigns, A similar campaigning func­

t ion is the responsibility of the CDEC, though this almost never occurs and 

for the same reason. 

G. Mississippi Political Campaigns 

In Mississippi, because of the effect of the Democratic primary, 

political campaigns are normally waged within the Democratic Party among 

factions backing particular candidates in the Democratic primary. Formal 

party campaigns in the general election are non-existent, and campaign 

machinery is formed on. an ad hoc personality basis. For example, one refers 

.to "the Coleman organization" or to "the Eastland organization . " It would 

seem that there is a great need today in the State of Mississippi for some­

thing more than mere individualism in political organizations, This situa­

tion results in an election decided by personalit.ies and not by issues, 

The Mississippi Corrupt Practices Act of 1935, as amended, tech­

nically covers the campaign activities of all candidates.. However, it is 

rarely observed in practice., and its violation is even less frequentlY 

punished, A brief reading of some of i ts unrealistic provisions readil~ 

shows the reason for its l ack of enforcement. For example, a limit of 

$25,000 is placed upon e:xpenditures that may be made by a candidate for 

Governor of tbe state. Seasoned political observers in Mississippi have 

estimated that at least as much as $250,000 is f requently spent on such a 

campaign, 

H. Note on Municipal Elec.tions 

A rudimentary municipal Democratic executive committee is in 

charge of holding municipal primary elections. A municipal election com­

mission holds the general election. Their functions generally coincide 
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with those of their county counterparts. 

IV, MISSISSIPPI GOVERNM~TAL STRUCTURE 

A. State· Government 

1. The Executive Br anch 

~lississippi state gover nment is divided into the tradi tional 

three branches, the executive, the legislative and the judicial, and is 

constantly increasing its other area of state and governmental activity, 

that of state boards and commissions. This administrative area might be 

called the fourth branch of state government, Each of these branches 

will be considered separately. 

The head of the executive branch and the chief executive 

officer of the State is t he Governor , In Mississippi the Ooverhor does 

not have as firm a control over the PJCecutive establishment as he does in 

many other states, Here the Lieuten~nt Governor , the Secretary of State, 

the Attorney General, the State Auditor, the State Treasurer, and several 

ot her less important state-level executive offici als are all el ected by 

the peopl e i n the general e1ecti on every four years, concurrentl y with 

the election of the Governor, These offici als are largely independent 

of the Governor and on occq.si on openly oppose hi m, Ho;~ever, the very 

l arge number of administrative ~gencies and boards, such as the Highway 

Patrol and the Board of Tr ustees of Institutions of Higher Learning, are 

wholly or largel y subject to the Governor ' s appointive and removal powers, 

Therefore, he is quite powerful for this reason and frequently makes very 

advantageous use of this patronage, The Governor's power of pardoning 

convicts i .s not an unimportant one and has frequently been use.d to his 

substantial advantage. The Governor also has control of the National 

Guard, which may be used to enforce the State's la1>1, He9 as in most 

states, has the veto power. If he disapproves a bi ll passed by bot h 
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houses of the Legislature, he vetoe·s it, and the bil.l may then be passed 

over his veto only by a two-thirds vote of botb houses. He also has the 

power tJ> convene the legislature in speci al session. This i s normally done 

every t-wo or three years, in addition to the regular seesion, which convenes 

in January of every even year, The Governor has many addi tional pot~ers as 

a result of the common arrangement in Mi ssissippi of making him chairman a: 

several boards by virtue of his office (~ officio), such as the State 

Budget Commission and the Agricultural and Industrial Board, 

The Lieutenant Governor succeeds the Governor upon his death or 

absence from the state. He presides ove!" the State Senate and hes the very 

important power of appointing the committees of the Senate. He is an ex 

of!icio member of several boards and commissions. 

The Secretary of State supervises the co!"Poration laws, is in 

charge of election returns and certification, and is responsible for the 

publication and storage of various types of state documents and report s. 

The Attorney General has a sta!f of approximately ten attorneys. His is 

one of the more important elective state offices. His duty is to enforce 

the laws of the state by advising local law enforc.ement off icers, such as 

the sher iffs and chiefs of polio~ of municipalities, and, when necessary, 

to resort to the courts for judicial enforcement of the state laws. Hia 

office also assists in drafting legislation and in advising the Governor 

and other state ag~ncies. He represents the State of Mississippi in all 

courts and defends all agencies of the state. The State Auditor of Public: 

Accounts and the State Treasurer, respectively, audit the accounts of the 

vari ous state agencies and pay the warrants issued upon the state treasury. 

There ·are var i ou.s other mi nor elective state-wide offices, the most impor­

tant of wnich is the Superintendent oP Education, who exercises general 

cont rol over the state's segregated system of public school s, 



2. The Legislative Branch 

The legislative branch of the state government is composed of 

the two houses , the House of Representatives and the Senate, The House con­

sists of 140 'members; the Senate, 49. House members are normally elected 

frOlll a particul ar county, though there are a f ell "flotorial" district.s com­

prising more than one county. Senators are elected from senatorial districts 

whi.Gh normally comprise two or more counties . 

The House of Representatives is presided over by the Speaker of 

the House, who is el ected by the House i tself every four years in January 

after the general election. This official is extremely powerful, as he may 

(and does) succeed himself repeatedly, He appoints all committees of the 

House, including the all-powerful House Rules Committee (which decides what 

bills shalf. be considered by the full House}; he decides to which commit tee 

a bill should be referred; and be decides whom to recognize from the floor; 

and he has still many other important powers. Many political observers 

consi der this office in its present form subject to abuse, 

In ~lississipPi there is no majority or minority party, Therefore, 

leaders who are con5idered to represent the viewpoint of the admini5tration 

(the Governor} are often g;,:oupe.d t ogether and those who are frequently 

opposed to the administration are grouped together. All present members of 

the legislature are Democrats. The legisl ature meets every two years, 

always convening in January of each even-numbered year. Frequently a spe­

cial session i s called by the Governor prior to the regul ar session in 

January, Se:>sions normally last from two to fQur months. State represen­

tatives receive $3,000 for each regular session (every even year), plus 

$22.50 for each day of a apecial session, plus $100 per month except 

months i n session, plus liberal travel allowances. 

The State Senate, as mentioned earlier, is preside9 over by the 

Lieutenant Governor, This of ficial has powers similar to the Speaker of 
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the llouse except .for the very important exception that he does not have the 

power to appoint the Bena te Rules Committee. These bodies, like their 

counterparts in the U, S. House of Representatives, control the flow of 

legislation to t he floor . They may defeat a bill simply by refusing to 

permit its consideration, and normally a two-thirds vote is required to 

reverse the rules coillmi ttee. The State Se.nate also has s·ome confirmation 

power over the Governor ' s appointments, but t hese are of little consequence. 

3. The Judicial Branch 

The judicial systecn of the state is anti quated in many respects 

and will be COtl$idered at this point .for state, county and city levels of 

government, The state's eighty-:twocounties are each divided into five 

supED:'visor's districts, each district having at least one justice of the 

peace and at least one constable, The justice has jurisdiction of all 

ci-vil cases involving fines of up to $2::10 and of criminal cases that are 

only misdemeanors irnrolving less than one year in jail, The j ustipe court 

does oot keep a word-by-word record of i ts proceedings, and only the 

final results are recorded, Ordinarily the justice court does not have a 

jury. The constable is the lowest law enforcement officer of the state and 

is responsible for enforcing the law in his supervisor's distr .ict, He 

attends the justice court, delivers its papers, and carries out its judg­

mepts. He is assisted by the sheriff in many cases, Many counties in. the 

state have county courts. These courts have ge.neral jurisdiction over all 

cases involving up to $3,000, and all critninal and civil matters on appeal 

from justice courts. Cases appealed from justice courts are re-tried in 

the county court, where either party (or, i n a criminal case, the defendant 

alone) may have a full twelve-man jury, if he de.sires. 

The state's basic trial courts are the circuit court and the 

chancery court, 



The circuit court is the court of general residual jurisdiction 

and corresponds to the English Common Lal< Courts in which the judge states· 

the la1; and the j ury applies it t.o the facts, The circuit court handles 

all matters in which only damages are invol ved and many special types of 

cases such as appeals from the board of supervisors of a county or the muni­

cipal board or city council of a municipality, There are ni neteen (19) cir-

cuit court district·s in klississippi. The circuit court also has j uri sdiction 

CN·er alJ. crimina1 matters (unless; of course, a misdemeanor is involved, in 

which case- the case goes f irst to the justice of the peace o all't and may 

then be re-tried in its entirety in the circuit court, Kowever, this re-

trial takes place in the county court if there is one, and the circuit 

court hears appeals f rom the re-trial in the county court) • ·A jury trial 

may always be had in the circuit court, A .circuit court judge is elected 

for a four-year term and, with one exception, circuit court districts com-

prise two or more counties, 

' Of equal staAding ~th the circuit courts are the chancery 

courts, However, these courts are presided over by chancellors who are 

elected and serve in a simi1ar manner as circuit j udges, but who s·it al-

ways, except for a minor exception, wi.thout a jury and themselves decide 

not only the law but also the facts of a case. Their jurisdiction extend.s 

to special classes of cases, such as those involving land, domestic rela-

tions, wil1s and estates of deceased persons, incompetent persons, .and 

minors, suits for injunctions to prevent people from doing c·ertain thing.s, 

and suits in general for particular types of relief such as creating a 

drainage district or. extending the city limits. There are 17 chancery 

court districts in Mississippi. 

The State Supreme Court consists of nine judges, who normally 

sit in groups of five each. Cases are heard from September through June 

on Monday of each week. The court hands down its opinions at the beginning 
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~nemployment compensation payments and apparently is going to have juris­

dict ion over the new federal manpower retraining pr ograms designed to re­

train persons now out of jobs while paying them the equivalent of unemploy­

ment compensation as t hey are being retrai ned. All of the above programs 

are substantially finance.d by federal funds. 

Another sort of state agency is the State Sovereignty Commission, 

with the Governor as the chairman. This body has as i ts function the pre­

servation o£ the segregat ed system of society that exists in the state, 

It employs investi~tors and keep s files on many citizens of the s tate who 

di ffer with the official s tate policy of' segregation. 

B, County Government 

Tbe ~overning body of each of the 82 c ounties is the board of 

supervisors, One supervisor i s elected from each of the five supervisor's 

dist ricts of· every c ounty, The board bas s uch general powers as hiring a 

county police force, deciding upon the boundaries of the v arious voting 

districts in the county, hearing appeals from the county tax assessor, 

authorizing the submission o£ vari ous bond issues £or the approval of the 

electors o£ the county to construct various projects such as county parks 

and hospitals, and levying county taxes. Each supervisor has juri s dioti.on 

over the roads in his district and maintains a road shop for this purpose. 

This gives him extensive political power i n his district, since he decides 

·whose roads will be pa:ved. 

Another important county ofticial is the county superinte~ent 

of education, He has jurisdiction over the county school s and wer the 

various 16th section l ands of the county, whi c h are set asi de for the 

benefit of the schools. He decides who rents the lands and for what pri ce, 

The s heriff i s a third county offi cial, I n addition to be.ing 

chief law enforcement officer of the county, he is also the tax collector, 
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He enforces the law in the county and executes aU orders of the various 

courts that apply to people of property in the county. One of his depu­

ties attends sessions of both the county and circuit courts. He has 

jurisdict ion over the county jail. Bis compensation is through fees for 

all services that are performed by his office, varying from t he collec­

tion of real estate taxes to the holding of a particular person in jail. 

There are several sheriffs in the state of Mississ.ippi who make over 

$100,000 a year legally. ln addition to his legal income, through his 

law enforcement powers be h<ts the discretion of whether or not to raid 

illegal liquor-selling places in his county. This means that he has a 

lever whereby he can extort payments trom the owners of these illegal 

businesses. This is considered to be a conunon practice, 

The county tax assessor is another official of impor tance. It 

is up to him to assess the value of the various pieces of real estate in 

the county (subject to appeal to the 'board of supervisors) and to apply to 

this assessment the rate of taxation that. has been .fixed by the l)ce~Td of 

supervisors. This tax is then• of c ourse, collected by the sheriff ' s 

office. 

Two more very important county officials are the circuit clerk 

and the chancery clerk. The circuit clerk handles all papers ill'lolving 

the circuit court. He also has charge of issuing ma.rriage licenses and, 

most important , of registering voters ~nd keeping the election books. 

It is with him that all persons running for county or county-district 

office must qualify, To repeat l It is in his office that all persons· 

must register to vote. And under the present state law, it is up to him 

to decide whether or not a person has satisfactorily completed his regis­

tration tests. The ;judgment roll is als.o kept in his office. It is in 

this book that all judgments of the circuit court and decrees of the chan­

cery court may be ent·ered so as to tie up the · real est ate (latxl.) of the 
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particuJ.a:r person who has lost a l aw suit. His office is open every day ~f 

the week exc.ept, in some counties, on Saturday; and he or one of his depu-

ties is required by law to register any person who comes into his office 

during those times and who has the required qualifications. It is against 

state law as well as federal law for him to delay the registration ·process 

in any way. 

C. Municipal Goverrunen t 
' 

The governing boqy of a municipality in Mississippi may be either 

a city commission, a city council , a board of selectmen, or a city manager 

together with his .city council. All of these forms except the city manager 

form generally have a mayor who is the chief executive officer of the muni­

cipality • In general, however , the governing body meets frequent:cy enough 

(usually weekly) so that it can exercise general and final supervision over 

most activities of the municipality. 

There is also the city cl erk, who may be appointed or who may be 

elected, depending upon the municip;llity. This official is responsibl"E~ for 

registration of voters in the city. In other words, a voter living in the 

city must not only register with the circuit clerk of the county but, after 

registering first with the circuit clerk, mus t register with the city clerk 

of the municipality. This official keeps the minutes and the record of the 

proceedings of the city governing body, arxl the various election books of 

the city. 

There exists usually a city tax collector and a city tax assessor, 

all under the absolute j urisdiction of the governing body of the municipal· 

ity. 

There is general:cy a city poli ce chief, who has jurisdiction over 

the police department and of arrests for all crimes and misdemeanors that 

might be committed within the city limits. 
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There "is nonna.lly a municipal court presided over by a city 

judge in which misdemeanors committed inside th.e ci ty are tried.. This 

court hears not only traffic violations, but also such other matters as 

charges for breach of peace. This municipal court is almost exactly like 

the justice c.ourt mentioned earlier. It normally does not have .a jury ani 

is not a court of record, And if one is convicted here, he has a right to 

a complete retrial before a full twelve-man jury on appeal to the county 

court, if that county has one, or to tbe circuit court, if that county 

does not have a county court. 

Each municipality may also have a city prosecuting attorney who 

represents t he city in cri'lllinal cases before the municipal court and fre­

quently before the c·ounty and circuit courts. Each municipality almost 

always has a city attorney who represents the municipality in general 

legal matters. He frequently will serve as prosecuting attorney in small 

lmlnicipali ties. 

V. TT:IE ROLE OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 

A. Present Law 

The basic protection of the citizen from ~ither the state or 

from private ·citizens stems from the Thirteenth, Fourteenth and Fifteenth 

Amendments to the federal Constitution. The Thirteenth Amendment abolishes 

slavery and involuntary servitude. (It would seem that many of Mississippi 1 s 

large farmers are open to civil rights oc;:mplaints based upon peonage charges 

founded on the Thirteenth Amendment and the federal criminal statutes enacted 

to enforce the Amendment.) By and l arge the Due Process of Law Clause of 

the Fourteenth Amendment requires that in state courts everyone be given a 

fair trial. Also the Due Process Clause protects the rights of citizens to 

free speech, freedom of the press, freedom of assembly, freedan to petition 
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the government for redress of wrongs, and other similar guarantees that are 

normall,y thought necess-ary to a :Cree and democratic society. The Equal 

Protection Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment guarantees to each citizen 

the equal protection of the laws even to the extent of his not being re~ 

quired to attend any segregated facilities of a public nature, be they 

schools, buses, parks or libraries. The Fifteenth Amendment decl ares t hat 

the right of a citizen to vote shall not be denied or abridged on account 

of race, creed, or color. 

Aside from the Constitutional Amendments, there are many federal 

statutory- laws both of a criminal nature and of a civil (damage suit) 

nature. The criminal provisions commonly provide for from one- t o ten-year 

imprisonment penalties and substantial fines as p enalties to be imposed 

upon either state officials or private citizens who deprive cit~zens of 

their civil r ights. The civil statutes generally provide t11at an,y citi zen 

who has been deprived of his civil rights mB1f sue for damages the .Person 

or official who caused the deprivation. But the impor.tant thing to note, 

as will be e:lq)lained in detail in the -following paragraphs, is that. these 

federal laws are almost totally ineffective as a result of the federal 

juries -- both the federal grand j ury- (indictJnent) and the federal petty 

jury- (trial) -- .and of t he local f ·ederal distri ct jndges , who are· almost 

compl etely in sympathy- with t he segregationist position. 

B• The Law in Action 

1. Executive and Administrati ve Action 

Through his Constitutional duty to enforce the law the President 

of the United States bas extremely wide po•rers i n the area of civil rights. 

By means of his executive orders, P;esiden t Kennedy- bas already- taken steps 

to eliminate discrimination i n firms that recei"ll'e large government contracts 

(through establishing The President 1 s Col1ll!li ttee on Equal Employment 
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Opportunity). It is expected that in the near future he will exercise his 

powers to prevent di scrimination in federally assisted housing of whatever 

nature alld kind. But the President's powers extend much further. He 

could end the still extensive segregation that exists in the State National 

Guard and in the A:rrrry Reserve . He could require the withholding of all 

federal aid to schools and colleges which are segregated, He could require 

the vtithholding of federal aid to hospitals and othe.r such facilities 

assisted by federal funds . He could order local .federal marshals t.o enforce 

the federal civil rights laws, His power in the fields of welfare and no­

employment compensation and of employment offi ces are Wide and varied. His 

powers over the Small Business Administration, which controls the granting 

of federal l oans, could be used to ai.d "the Negro in Mississippi. And there 

are many other executive powers, Also every ten years the President has 

the power under existing federal statutes to decrease the representation 

in the House of Representatives of states tha.t deny their citizens the 

right to vote. This authority is given by section t wo of the 'Fourteenth 

Amendment to the Constitution. However, it has never been used. 

The Attorney General of the United States,, throu$h his Civil 

Rights Divis ion of the Justice Department, has hroad powers in the area of 

civil rights . The Division is cha~ged With the responsibility .for enforcing 

all federal civil righ"ts laws, i ncluding the Thirteenth, Fourteenth and 

Fifteenth Amerrlments .to the Constitution. This office has recently been 

extremely active in attempting to secure the right "to vote for the Negro 

citizens of Mississippi, However, in large measure the efforts have onJ,y 

been slightly successful. There bas bean only a relatively small increase 

in Negro registr ation as a result of the Civil Rights Division's activities. 

The Division also prepares proposed legislation for consideration by Con­

gress in the civil rights field. 
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Though the federal lam t o prevent discrimination i o all forms· 

aod to protect voting could normally be quite ·effective when vigorously 

enforced by the Civil Rights Division, such i s not the case at present. 

This is a result of the complete inability of the Division to obtain even 

an indictment - much less a convicti on - of a white persoo who has denied 

a Negro citizen his .civil rights, The normally all-white jury simply Will 

not indict or convict him. And even io cases which d.o not require a jury, 

such as school integration litigation, the federal distr ic t judges them­

selves use such methods as delay and outright refusal to follow the deci­

sions of the Supreme Court of the.· United States, In short, the law of the· 

l and cannot be effectivel y enforced in the federal district courts in 

Missi ssippi, 

F·ortunately, the U, s. Fifth Circuit Court of AppeaLs, ;.'hich has 

jurisdi·ction over Nississippi and five other Southern states, has taken a 

diffel'ent view and bas insi·sted upon compliance >Iith the U, S, Supreme 

Court's decisions, But an appeal to the Court of Appeals takes t ime, and 

it is frequently impossible to appeal because of the e:xpense and the 

inability to obtain legal counsel. There are at present only four Negro 

attorneys in the state of Missis~ipp:i; and, as a result of local pressure, 

almost no white attorneys wil l even dare consider taking a civil rights 

case. The lower state courts at times not only provide no remedy in fact 

f or a denial of civil rights, but instead, as in the recent "freedom rider" 

cases, have actually been used to enforce the s tate 's unconstitutional 

policy of segregation, An eventual appeal to the Supr eme Court of tile 

United States has thus far been effectively denied by reason of delay in 

the l ower state courts, whether or not justifi ed. As a matter of practice, 

an appeal, either by way of certiorari (review as a matter of grace), or 

by way o.f direct appeal (review as a matter of right), to the United Sta:~es 

Supreme Court from the Mississippi State Supreme Court, has been largely 
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illusory, since the United States Supreme Court hears only avery small 

percentage of appeals from state supreme co'ul'ts . [For example, the 

United States Supreme Court did not hear the appeal by Clyde Kennard f r om 

his 1961 conviction for allegedly assisting in stealing several sacks of 

chicken feed. (The admitted burglar and thief went free.) Kennard had 

just earlier tried to enter the all-white 11ississippi Southern College.!.? 

On occasion the Mississippi Supreme Court will courageously overturn a 

denial of ciVil rights by a lower state court. 

Of great importance is an agency created in 1957 by Congress, 

the United States Commission on Civil Rights. The Civil Rights Commission 

was directed to investigate all denial of civil rights of ci t izens in the 

United States, in particular denials of the right to vote. The Commissi on 

was then to prepare a report aoo submit it to the President aoo to Congress, 

along with recommendations as to what legislation, Presidential action, 

Justice Department action and other things should be done to further secure 

the civil rights of all citi zens. This the Commission has done. It ·pre­

pared a small but effective report in 1959. Several of its recommerx!ations 

were enacted into law i n the form of t he 1960 Civil Rights Act. Then in 

1961 i t prepared a five-valume, extremely comprehensive report dealing with 

the five areas of voting, education, employment , housing, and administra­

tion of justice. These vol umes may be obtained £rom the Oornroission at 

726 Jackson Place, Washington 25, D. c. The Commission is open at all 

times to receive complaints involving violations of civil rights. I t fre­

quently investigates them itself but almost always also refers them to the 

Justice Department's Civil Rights Division for FBI investigation. Since· the 

Kennedy Administration came into office in January of 1961, the Civil Rights 

Division of the Justice Department has been most active and interested in 

exercising its duty. I n its day-to-clay operations the Civil Rigb:ts Commis­

sion is under t he administrative control of the Staff Director, at the 



present time Mr. Serle Bernhard. As a longer range matter, the Commission 

itself exercises full cont rol. The Commission is composed of six members , 

t hree Democrats arrl three Republicans; one of the six is the chairman and 

one the vice-chairman. It meets approximately once a month. 

A further word might be said at t his point about the organization 

of t ile Civil Rights Division of t he U. S. Department of Justice. It i s one 

of five divisions within the Justice Department and has, as does the Civil 

Rights Commission, about 75-100 employees, approximatel y hal f of whom are 

attorneys. I t i s di vi ded into several secti ons whi ch consider specific 

problems. The Assistant Attorney-General in charge of t he division at pre­

sent is l".r . Burke Narsball. The D1. vision recei ves complaints directly • 

and compl aints may be sent to it addressed to: Civil Ri ghts Division, 

United States Department of Justice, 'll'ashington 25, D. C. I t has at its 

disposal the investigating services of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 

and makes free use of these services. 

Therefore, in general, when one has a complaint t hat his civil 

rights have been violated, e i ther by a state or local official or by pri­

vate persons, he shoul.d send a complaint both to t he Civil Rights Comission 

and to the Civil Rights Division. At the present time both take pr ompt 

action to assi st the complainant. 

Another of fice should be mentioned at this t ime, the Special 

Assistant to the President in Charge of Civil Rights. This position is 

now held by ~!r. Harris Wofford1 Jr.1 whose office i s in the Executive Office 

Building, Washington, D. C. !fe is a manber of the \\hl. te Bouse Staff and 

is , perhaps, the President's chief advisor on civil rights matt ers. He 

heads the sub-Cabinet committee on c ivil rights, which c oordinates the 

Kennedy Administration's civil rights activities. He has extensive juris­

diction in the field of preparing executive orders and general ci vil 

rights pronouncements by the 1'resident. He is also extremely influent1.al 
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in forming the civil righ~s program of the Kennedy Administration pre­

sented to Congress. 

2. The Congress 

The second major area of civil rights power i s the Congress itself . 

Though there haa been an evident need for much more civil r ights legislation 

in order to protect adequately the rights of all citizens of the United 

States, particularly the rights of the Negro in many Southern states, Con­

gress has rarely been able to act, largely as a result of a Republican­

Southern Democrat coalition. I n 1957 and 1960, when some civil rights 

legis1.ation was passed, i t was only over t he most vigorous and, to a great 

extent, effective opposit ion of the Southern Representatives and Senators . 

The Southern Delegation occupies the chairmanships of most of the Congres­

sional committees, including almost all the positions of leadership in the 

Congress, Through these positions of power they are largel y able to pre­

vent any civil rights legislation from even coming to a vote on the floors 

of either house of Congress. This is particularly true in the Senate, 

where the f illibuster (the right to talk without limit) is used when pas­

sage of some civil rights legislation seems imminent. For elCanple, the 

posi tion occupied by Senator James 0. Eastland of Mississippi as chairman 

of the Senate Judiciary Cdmmittee has effectively blocked large numbers of 

proposed civil rights bills frdm ever reaching the floor of the Senate .• It 

is claimed that no civil rights bill bas ever been reported out of the 

Judiciary Committee during the many yeara he has been chairman. The only 

way such legislation has been enacted is the procedure of bypassing his 

committee by amending a totally unrelated bill pending before the Upper 

House. In this manner the 1957 and 1960 Civil Rights Acts passed t he Senate. 

3. The Federal Courts 

The Federal Courts, primarily the U. s. Supreme Court, have led 

the way in the governmental struggle for civil rights i n this country. The 
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landmark case of Bro•n v. Board of Education in 1954 established the prin­

ciple that segregated public schools and other publi c facilities are in 

violation of the Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment, and 

are, therefore, unconstitutional, Subsequent cases have applied this 

principle to parks, l i braries, publi c· restaurants, airports, bus and train 

terminals, and many other facilities, The o. s. Supreme Court has yet to 

decide how far the principle extends, though the recent sit-i n cases now 

bef ore the Court shoul~ provide some answers . But resort to the federal 

courts remains the most effective· remedy f or the citizens deprived of his 

civil rights . 

In !1ississippi the recent use of the three.-judge court procedure 

with two out-of-state circuit judges (!·~· • the bus terminal cases) has 

pr oved very effective i n those cases involving the constitu~ionality of a 

state statute. In this manner the local federal district judge can be out­

voted 2 to 1. However, in recent months the u. S, Supreme Court has 

limited the use of this procedure. 

IV. Sll'!E WAYS OF HELPING ONESELF 

There are man;y ways in which the Negro· citizen can hel p to alle­

viate his condition, First, perhaps, he should realhe that he is not 

getting '(;hose things to which an American cit izen i s entitled. Certainly 

he does not have t o be t old this. However , consulting such offici al pub­

lications as the 1960 Federal Census -will reveal such things as t he fact 

that the average white family income is three times as much per year a.s 

that of the average Negro family, The 19.60 Census shows that appr oximatel y 

two out of three Negro homes do not even have access to any toilet facili­

ties or only h.ave access to an outdoor privy, The Census further shows 

that approximately four out of five Negro homes have no access to facili­

t i es in which to take a shower or a bath, Such stati stics as these are 
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quite revealing. For example, they show further that in order to pay the 

poll taxes f or the man and the wife -- a total of $h -- a median Negro 

family must sacrifice a, .1\l.ll day1 s income -- 1/365 of its $lh40 year:cy 

income. In short, these figures show that the poll ta.'C is a real economic 

barrier to Negro voting in Mississippi. The 1960 Census publications con­

cerning Mississippi m.~y be obtained from t he Superintendent of Documents, 

washington 25, D. c. 
The Statistical Abstract of the United States, published in 1961, 

also reveals .figures comparing Mississippi with other states. This book 

may be obtained for $J.5Cl .from the Superintendent of Documents, Washington 

25, n.c , 
It is also very important for the Negro citiz~n to speak out in 

protest of his condi t ion. The First and Fourteenth Amendments to the U, s. 
Constitution protect his r i g)l.t to do this. He shoul d write l etters to the 

President, the Attorney-General, and to various members of Congress urging 

that something be done to help relieve his condition, such as the passage 

of legislation abolishing the poll tax and the literacy test so that he can 

vote. 

And it is important not only to speak out agains t oppression and 

injustice, but actually to exercise peacefull y those l'reedoms guaranteed 

by the Constitution o.f the United States such as registration to vote, 

paying one's poll ta..'C, speaking freely, gath<.'.l'ing together in free assembl y 

to discuss political probl ems, carrying on political activity, and circu­

lating petitions protesting i njustice and deprivation of rights. These 

petitions may be presented tp t he President, to the Congress, and to other 

responsible government officials -- federal and state. 

It> i s a1·so important to realize that many, perhaps 'illost. white 

persons in the state are almost totally unaware of the true condition of 

the llegro, as a result of the almos t compl ete separation of the t~lO groups. 
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This, therefore, presents an educational problem. Thus·, it is very impor·tant 

that the Negro citizen 3peak to his white neighbor concerning politics and 

ask him for his help and his advice in these matters. The Negro citizen 

need only take the advice that he considers good, but free di3cussion is the 

beginning of true llllderstanding and good will. 

It i3 also important to contribute to and cooperate with those 

organizations that 3tand for the cause of civi.l rights for all citizens. 

Membership and active participation in the pe!!-ceful and lawi'u1 activities 

and programs of such organizations assi st materially in promoting the eli­

mination of the injustice, unequal opportunity, and oppression that pre­

sently exist. 

It is particularly true that "Mississippi" is a 111agic word in the 

United States and throughout the wor l d. Mississippi is the symbol of racism 

in the United States. It 13 the symbol of the absence of democracy and 

freedom in the very nation that presents i tself as the champion of democracy 

and freedom. What bappens in Hississippi i s important everywhere. There­

fore, it f ollows that peacful and l awful protest activity in Mississippi 

puts great pressure on the national government to help correct the wrongs 

that exist in the state and in other areas of the country. Following this 

reasoning, it is important that the press be kept fully informed so that 

free and mass coverage may be had. Perhaps the most important principle of 

all is -that inaction leads to further suppression and that peaceful and 

lawful action in the form of attempts to assert one ls Constitut i onal rights 

is the surest method o£ all to actually obtain them, In short, one has to 

stand up for his r ights. A word of caution should be added: that one at all 

times be peaceful and obey the state law, except, of cpur3e1 when i t violates 

the paramount United States Constitution or federal law. And even then t he 

action should be done in such a way as to peaceably bring the unconstitutional 

state law before the s t ate or federal courts for decision. 
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Civil Rights Violation Complai nt 

(Note: Send one copy t o the U, s. Commissi on on Civil Ri ghts, 726 Jackson 

Place, Washingt on 25, D, c. and send one copy to Civil Rights Division, 

U. S, Justice Department , Washington 25, D, C,) 

My name is -----,..,.,..-...,..=--~-----­
(Give full name) 

and I live 

in ------- --..:,--,...,,......-,....---...---------- • I can be (Give full address) 

reached at this phone number: -----------· I work as a 

---~~-----~--~-------· (Give occupat i on) 

I wish t o make a formal. complaint of the following occurrence: 

(Give exact details of what happened, giving times, places, names, and all 

• other circumstances, using the back of this sheet and other paper if neces-

Signed: _____ ~~-...--~------
(sign here) 

["Note: If possi ble and safe, have complaint notarized. Send air mail as 
soon as possibl e after occurrence, If very urgent call the Civil R1ghts 
Divisi on of t he U, s. Justice Dept. at Re782CO in Washington, D. C.!./ 
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Poll Tax Paym<OQt 

If you wish to pay a Poll Tax, pl ease i ndicate below for whom 
you are paying, and attach check or money order for the amount of $2,00 
each, payable to the Sheriff of County, Mississippi, 
(The fee will be $3.00 i n some counties, ) 

1. Name Addr ess 

2. Name Addr ess 

3. Name Addr ess 

h. Name Address 

5. Name Address 

6. Name Address 

7. Name Address 

e. Name Address 

9. Name Address 

lO,Name Address 

ll,Name Address 

12,Name Address 

13.Name Address 

lh.Name Address 

lS.Name Addre.ss 

16.Name Address 

17 , Name Address 

18.Name Address 

19.Name Address 
20.Name Address 

2l ,Name Address 

22.Name Address 

23.Name Address 

2k~Name Address 

25. Name Address 

26.Name Address 
27,Name Address 

28.Name Address 

29.Name Address 

30, Name Address 
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Sample Poll Tax Receipt 

1961-Poll Tax Receipt-1961 
Hinds County, Missis sippi 

Jackson, Miss. 1-5 1962 

Received of Jones, John s . 

Address 877 Avon St .• Voting 
Precinct 

Receipt No , 12 655 
Ward. _____ _ 

The Sum of ___ Two and No/100 Dollars ____ $2.00 

Poll tax for Year 1961, As per H. B. 206J 
Laws of t he Regular Session 1950 

J. R. Gilfoy, 
Sherif1' '& Tax Collector 
By ______ _ 
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Reproduced below is a facsimile of ·bhe form 
currently in use for registration; 

Sworn Written Application for Registration 

(B,y r easons of the provisions of Section 2LL of the Constitution of 
Mississi ppi and House B1li No.95, approved March 2L, 195'5', the applicant 
for registration, 1f not physically disabl ed, is required to fill in this 
form in his o~m handwriting i n the presence of the registrar and without 
assistance or suggestion of any other person or memorandum.) 

1. Write the date of this application . .:.'----------------

2. What is your full name? ___________________ _ 

3 . State your age and date of birth: _ ___ ________ _ __ _ 

L. What is your occupation? ________ ____________ _ 

5. 'ilhere is your business carried on? ________________ _ 

6. By whom are you employed? _____________ _______ _ 

7. Are you a e.iti zen of the United S·tates and an inhabitant 
of l'!ississippi? _ _ _____________ ________ _ 

8. For how long have you resided in Mississippi? ___________ _ 

9, Where is your place of r esidence i n the district? _ ________ _ 

10. Specify the date when s uch residence began: ____________ _ 

ll. What i-s your prior place of residence if any? ___________ _ 

12. Check with oath YQU desire bo take1 (l) General'----------

(2) Hini.ster's ___ (3) Minister's wife ___ (L) I.f under 21 years at 

present, but 21 years at date of general election'-----------

13. If there is more than one person with the same name in the precinct, by 
what name do you wish to be called? _______________ _ 

lL. Have you ever been convicted of any of the following crimes: bribery, 
theft, ar son, obtaining UJOney or goods under false pretenses , perjury, 
forgery, embezzlement or bigamy? _________________ _ 

15. If ycmr answer to ques tion lL is "Yes," name the cr i me or crimes of whicll 
you have been convicted, and the date a nd place of such conviction or 
convictions: __________________________________________________ ___ 

16. Are you. a mini ster of the gospel in charge of an organized church, or 
the wife of such a minister? -----------------------------------
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17. I£ your answer to question 16 is "Yes," state the l ength of yollr 
residence in the election district: ________________________________ __ 

18, wri te and copy in the space below, Section of the Constitu-
tion of MississiPPi: 
(Instruction to Regi strar: You will designate the section of the 
Constitut ion and point out same to applicant.) 

19, r.Tite i n t he space bel ow a reasonable int erpret ation ( t he meaning) of 
the Section of the Consti tution of Mississ ippi which you have j ust copied: 

20. ~Trite in the space be:). ow a statement setting forth your understarrling of 
t he duties and obligations of citizenshi p under a constituti onal form or 
goverment. 

21 . Sign and attach hereto t he oath or affirmation named in Ques t ion 12. 

State of Mississippi 

County of ________________ __ 

(The applic.ant will sign his name 
here,) 

St•orn to and subscribed before me by the within named'---- - -

--------------------- on this the __ day of ------- 19_. 

(County Registrar) 

• ! 



Mississippi Political Calendar 1962-1966 

1962: 
April 6 

June 5 

June 26 
J~y6 

September 27 

November 6 

1963: 
January 1 
through 
February l 

June 7 

July 5 

August 6 

August 2? 
Sept ember 26 

November 5 

Last day on which candidate can qualily £or June. 5 Demo­
cratic primary. 

Democratic primary £or representatives in Congress, State. 
Supreme Court judges whose 8-year terms expire, circuit. 
judges, chancery judges, and county judges. 

Second primary (run-o£f) election, if necessary. 

Last day on which one may register and vote in either the 
primary or t he general el.ection. (But see. Section II-A 
above.) 

Last day on which an independent candidate may qualify £or 
the November 6 election by having a petition filed in his 
behalf. 

General elections for Representatives in Congress, State 
Supreme Court judges whose 8-year terms expire, circuit 
judges, chancery judges and county judges. 

1962 Poll Tax payable. 

Last day to quall!y as a candidat.e in the August 6 
Democratic primary .at which candidates for Governor, 
Lieutenant Governor, Secretary of State, Auditor of 
Public Accounts, State Treasurer, Attorney-General, 
Superintendent of Education, aU t hree public service 
commissioners, Land Commissioner, Supreme Court Clerk, 
Commissioner of Insurance, Commissioner of Agriculture, 
st11te senators a.od members of the state House of Repre­
sentatives, district attorneys, clerks of t he circuit 
and chancery courts, sheriffs, coroners, assessor.s, 
surveyors, members of the boards of supervisors, justices 
of the peace, constab1es, county attorneys, and all other 
officers to be el.ected at the general state election are 
nominated. 
Last day to register t o vote i n primary or general elec­
tion. (But see secti on 11-A above . ) 

The Democratic primary, 

The Democratic second primary. 

Last day on which an independent candidate may qual.ify 
for the November 5th general. election by a petiti on filed 
i.n his behall. 

The general election. (There i.s no second primary, the 
top man wins.) 



1964: 
January 1 
through 
February 1 

April 4 

June 3 

June 24 

July 4 

September 25 

November L 

1965: 
January 1 
through 
February 1 

February B 

March 12 

April 30 

Hay 11 

May 18 

June 8 

1966: 

ll.-7 

1963. Poll Tax payable. 

Last day on which a candidate can quality for June 3rd 
Democratic primary, 

Democrat ic primary for Representatives in Congress, State 
Supreme Court judges whose 8-year terms expire, circui t 
judges, chancery judges, and county judges. The United 
States Senate seat now held by Senator John ~tennis is 
also up at this el ection, 

Second primary (run-off) election, if necessary. 

Last day on which one may register and vote in either 
the primary or the general election. (But see section 
II-A above,) 

Last ·day on which an independant candidate may qualify for 
the November 4th general election by having a petition 
filed in bis behalf. 

The general election for all officials nominated at the 
June 3rd primary and f or Presidential electors to elect 
the President and Vice-President of the United States. 
(Note: The precinct, county, stat.e, and national Democra­
tic conventions 'Will be su.ccessiva1y held from January 
through July of this year.) 

1964 Poll Tax payable, 

Last da~· to register to vote in either the May 8th primary 
or the June 8t!J gen~al election for municipal officials. 
(Note! A few municipalities have different election date~) 

Last tiay to qualifY for May 8 Democratic pri~ry for 
municipal officials 

Last day for independent .candidate to qualify for June 8th 
general eleCtion, 

Democratic primary elections for municipal officials. 

Second primary (run-off) el ection for municipal officials, 

General election for municipal o:!ficials. 

The political calendar for 1966 is the same as that of 1962 except that 
the United States Senate seat of Senator James Eastl and is up, 
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So~~ Sources of Additional Information 

l. The l960 census reports for Mississippi contain much material about the 

s tate that is br oken down by race, such as populat i on figures for all 

governmental districts dow to townB and supervisor 1B districts. Thes.e 

'may be obtained from the u. s. Superintendent of DocumentB, Washington 

25, D, C, 

2. The 1961 Civil Rights Commission's Report contains invaluable informa­

t ion on the areas of discrimination in voting, educa t i on, housing, 

employment, arxi justice. Write the u. S. Superintendent of Documents, 

Washington 25, D. C • 

.3. The Mississippi Blue Book contains much good information about t he state. 

I t is published every four years and list-s, among other things, all 

officials elected at the 1959 state-wide general election. I t may be 

purchased from the office of the Mi ssissi PPi Secretary of State. 

4. The Digest of EO.ection Laws of Hississippi is a small , green pamphlet 

of .32 pages that is the most useful of all resource materials. It may 

be bad free at the office of the Mississippi Secretary of State. 

5. Volumes 1 , 2, 3, and 3A of the ltississippi Code of 1942, Recompiled, 

are, together wi th the Miss.issippi Supreme Court Report-s, the final 

authority as to the state law concerning Hississippi politics, Every 

11ississippi lawyer has sets of t he8e volumes. 
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Sollle Statistical Facts 

1. Mississippi's popul ation of 2,178,141 is 42.3% Negro. 748,266 are white 
persons 21 or over; 422,256 are Negro 21 or over. Pp·. 23, 29 and 30 of 
1960 Census book, "'General Character istics of Population -- Nisstssippi," 

2. Mississippi's county-by-county racial population breakdown i s as follows: 
~opulation Population 

·counties All Persons Counties All Persons 

Adams • . • • • ••••• . • • • 
Alcorn .. . . ... . .....• 
A.tni ten ..• . • •• •••••• 
At t ala • ... .. ..... ... 
Benton • .. •.. . •....• 
Bolivar •. . . .... .. ... 
Calhoun ........ • ... . 
Carroll ••• .•... •... 
Chickasaw • .• , .. • ...• 
Choctaw •• . • ••..•.. • 
Claiborne •• ..•• • . •. 
Clarke •••••••• • ••.• 
Clay . ... ........ .. . . . 
Coahoma • • . ••.•.... • 
Copiah •. • ..•• .. . .•. 
Covi ngton •• •.• • ... • 
De S-oto . • . .•.• . ... • 
Forrest •• • ••.• •• •• • 
Frankl in • . •. . ... .••. 
George . . .... ... • ...• 
Greene .... ......... . 
Grenada •• • • •. • • • • • • 
Hancock& .. . .... . ... . 
Harrison •.• •.•• . . ... . . 
Hinds ••..•••.• • •• •• 
Holme so • • o ••• •••••• 

Humphreys • • •• . • ... • 
lssaquena •••.••..•• 
ltawamba • • • • •• . • • •• 
Jackson • .. •.•... . .• 
Jasper •.• • • • .... .. ... 
Jefferson •••••••••• 
Jefferson Davis ••• • 
Joneso·• · • • • •• ••• •• 
Kemper.oo• · · · · · ··· · 
Lafayette •. ,. ......... o 

Lamar . .. ... . ... . . . ... . 
Lauderdale ••• •• •• •• -
Lawrence • • •• . • •• • .•• 
Leake ••.•. .•• •• •••• • 
Lee • .• ••• •• •••• • •• • • 

Percent 
Non­

Number White 

37, 730 
25, 282 
15,573 
21, 335 
1, 123 

54,464 
15, 941 
ll, 177 
16,891 
8, 423 

10,645 
16,493 
18, 933 
46, 212 
27,051 
13,637 
23,891 
52, 722 
9, 286 

11,098 
B,36o 

18, 409 
14, 039 

119, 489 
18'7,045 

27,096 
19,093 
3,576 

15,080 
55, 52? 
16,909 
10,1u2 
13,540 
59,542 
12, 277 
21,355 
13,675 
67,ll9 
10, 215 
18, 660 
40, 589 

49.5 
13 . 2 
54.2 
b4.7 
46.7 
67.8 
27.3 
58.2 
38.5 
29.9 
76.0 
39 .4 
51.3 
68.3 
52.0 
34.8 
61.3 
28.0 
40.9 
n.6 
23.0 
49.2 
16.1 
16.1 
bO.O 
72.0 
69.8 
67.1 
5.6 

19.6 
50.3 
75.5 
54.6 
25.9 
60.7 
33.9 
16.3 
35.0 
37. 8 
43.4 
25.3 

Percent 
!fen-

Number White 

Leflore • .. . •.•.. • 
Lincoln •.• . •..••• 
:Lowndes ••••• . •••• 
Madison •. . •.•• . . • 
Marion •. ... • . . ... 
Marshall ••.•..• . • 
Monroe • . . •••••• • • 
Montgomery •. , .••• 
Neshoba ••••.• • ••• 
Newton ••.•• .• •••• 
Noxubee ••••• • • ••• 
Oktibbeha •••• .• •• 
Panola • ...•... • •• 
Pearl River • ••••• 
Perry ••• .... . .. . • 
Pike . . . .. .. . . . ... . 
Pont otoc ••••••• •. 
Prentiss •••• • ••• • 
Quitman ••• ... ••. . 
Rankin •.• .... . . .• 
Scott . .. . .. ...... • 
Sharkey, . ... ... •• 
Simpson •• •.. . .. .• 
Smi -th •• . .. ... .... . 
Stonen• •• • • ••·· · · 
Sunf1o¥Ter, ..• • . • • 
Tallahatchie .• ••• 

47, 142 
26,759 
46,639 
3:?' 904 
23,293 
24,503 
33,953 
13 , 320 
20,927 
19, 517 
16,826 
26,175 
28, 791 
22, 411 
8' 71~5 

35,063 
17 , 939' 
17, 949 
21,019 
34, 322 
21,187 
10,738 
20,45b 
14, 303 
12,013 
45,750 
24,081 
18, 138 

Tippah, , • • • • ••.. • 15,093 
Tishomingo ••• •• •• 131 889 
Tunica ••• •••. ••• • 16, 826 
Unione •••. .. .... . . . 18,90h 
Walt hall .... . .... 13,512 
War·ren ....... . ..... 42,2o6 
Washi ngt on ••••••• 78,638 
Wayne •• • ••••.••• • 16,258 
~~bster • • •••• •••• 10, 580 
Wilkinson •••••••• 13,235 
Winston ••• •• •• . • • 19, 246 
Yalobusha •• •••• •• 12,502 
Yazooe••• ·•• •• •• • 31, 6$) 

64.6 
31.2 
38.1 
71.8 
33 .9 
70.4 
35.4 
44.8 
28.2 
33.6 
71.9 
43.7 
56 .L 
23.2 
27.6 
43.9 
19.1 
12, 2 
63.3 
37.3 
38.3 
69.8 
35. 2 
22.7 
24.4 
67.8 
64.4 
57.6 
18.3 
4.9 

79. 2 
17.5 
b5.1 
46.8 
55.1 
35.7 
25. 0 
71.2 
b3.6 
41~.3 
59.4 



A-10 

3. Years of school canpleted by persons 25 years old and over , by color , 

for the state, 1960, in per cent: 

None 1 to 4 5 and 6 7 8 9 t o ll 12 13 t o 15 16 or more 

The s tate [U· u9 ~7 18.7 7.3 [[]·9 OIJ·6 White 1. .6 .4 23.0 24,6 9.9 7.7 
Negro 8, .11 2. 11•1 4 2 1 6 1 8 

Median i ncome in 1959 o.f ·families, o y col or, for the state, urban 

and rural, 1960: 
1Vhite 

The Rural Rur.al 
State Urban Nonfarm Farm 

$4, 209 5, 493 3, 719 2,610 

Negro 

The Rural Rur al 
State Urban Nonfarm Farm 

1,444 2,100 1,271 974 

1960 Census , "General Soci al and Economic 
Character ist i cs -- Mississippi, 11 pp.ll8, 
132. 

4. Plumbi ng facilities of housing units 1-li.th nonwhite household heads, 

for the state, 1960: 
Subject The State 

Total 

AJ.l occupi ed units . • . • . • . . . • • • . . . . • • . . • . . . . . • • • • • • • . . • • • • 207 611 

Toilet faci lities 

Flush toilet, exclusi~e use- · ·· · ·· · · • · · · · •• · · · •· · ·· · ·· ••• 
Fl.ush toilet, sha.red • . .. .•. . •. . . .. . .......... . ..... . .. . .• 
Other toil et facilit ies or none ••• .• • • .• . . ••• .. . . . . • ...• • 

Bathing facili ties 

Bathtub or shower, exclusive use ••••• . ••• •... •• . • . •• .•..• 
Bathtub or shower, shared ••• .. . ...... .• . . . .• •. • .... . . . . .• 
No bathtub or sho't.;er c. . . . .. . .. ... . . ... . .. .. . . ..... .. .. .... . 

62 160 
7 570 

137 881 

44 991 
2 207 

160 413 
1960 Census, "Housi ng - Mississippi," 
p . 13. 
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5. Personal Income, Per Capita, by States, 1959: 

State 

United States • •• . •• . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . .. . .. .. " . 
New En:g~and • . . .... . ............ . ..... ..... .. , .. .. . .. .. .... .. 

Mai ne •• • •• •• • . ••••••.• • • • • • • • • • • • · · • · • • · · • • • • • • · • • 
rtel>t Hampshire· • ............... . .. .. .............. .. .... . .. . 
V ertnont • • . ........... . .. ... . . .. . ... . . . ........ ... .... . . 
Massachusetts , ...... .. .. ... . . ... ... . . .. .. . . .. . .. .... . 
Rhode Island .. . 
Connecticut .•..• . 

• . ... . ....... .. .. . . 0 ..... . ... 0 . .... . 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 0 ...... . ..... . . . 

~uddle Atlantic •• •• . . . " .. .................. ...... .. .. . 
New York ....... . . . .. .. . ............. . . : ... . . ............ . 
New Jersey • •.• . ....•.•.••.•••••. 
Pennsyl van.i a . . . . . .. ......... . ..... . . . ... . ..... . ........ . 

East North Central. • ...... ....... . ......... . . . .... . ..... 
Ohio • •. , .. ... . .. .. . . .. . . . . . . . ... . .. .. ...... . ...... . . . . 
I ndiana . . ......... ... ..... . . . .... . .......... . ... . . . . . 
Il1inoi.s , . .. . ., . . .. . ...... . ...... . . .. .......... .. . . . . . 
Michigan,, . . . , . . . . . . . .... . . . .......... .. . .... . . 
~sconsin, ...•. , .... . . ... . .. . . . .. . . .. .. ........ . .. . 

~st. North Central . •• •• • • .• •• •••••••• •. . .•.. . •• • .•. • • 
~linnesota, , • • , •.. . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Iowa • • ••••• .•.•••.•••••. • ••••.•. ••.••...• 
Missou:ri • • • • ••.•••••.•••.•. . • . ..••.• . .•. .. •• . • · . • • 
North Dakota,, , . , . . . .. . .. . . . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
South Dakota •• ••.. .•.•. 
Nebraska, ..•••• • .......... . 
Kansas • •• , ••• • • • •••••.••••• 

South Atlantic, ••... ........ .. 

. ........... ......... . . ..... .......... ...... . 
. ................... . 

Delaware, •• • . •••• . , ..... . . • .. 
Maryland, • ••••• • •• ....... .. .. ... ............... . 
District of Columbia, •••• . ......... .. ........ . 
Virginia ••••• ,.,. . . .. . . • . . . . ...•... . . . . . . . • • • •. • 
West Vi rginia, •.•• ,. . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... . 
Nor'th C~olina • . . , , •.. ... . ..... .. ... , ... . ...... . .. . 
Sout h Carolina •.•• . .. . . ... ... .. . . ... . ...... . .... 
Georgia •• ...... . .... . . ..... . .............. . ........ , 
Fl.orida • .............. . ....... . ....... . .. .. .... 

East South Cent~al • . • . ••. .. ••••• .. . • . . . ... . ..•. 
Kentucky • ............ . .. ..... . ...... . .. . · • • .•. 
Tennessee • ........ . ................. . ... . .... . 
Alabam.a • • ... .. ... .... . . ... . .. . ... . . . . .. .. .... . .. . . . . 
Mississippi • ... .... . .. . . . . . ..... .. . . . . ..... . ... . 

West South Centralo •.. • ••• •. . .•• •• • • • • • • • •• . •.. . .. 

Per Capita 
(dollars) 

1959 

2,166 
2,).96 
1, 768 
2, 010 
1, 789 
2, 1J4L 
2,156 
2, 817 
2,543 
2,736 
2,608 
2,222 

2, 337 
2, 328 
2,102 
2,610 
2,253 
2,116 
1, 978 
1,962 
1,953 
2, 145 
1, .526 
1,476 
1,981 
1,994 
1,8o4 
2,946 
2, 3!&3 
2,9~3 
1,816 
1,635 
1, 485 
l , J.32 
1, 553 
1, 980 
l,42h 
1,51.4 
1,521 
1,!&09 
1 ,162 

1,764 
1 , 322 
1,575 
1, 786 
1, 908 
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Personal Income, Per Capita, by States, 1959 (cont'd) : 

St at e 

Mountain, •.• .. .. .• .. , • .•. • . , . ,. o , • , •••••••••••••• , •• , 

Montana, •• , • ••••• • • •• • •• • •••• • • • •••••••••• ,,, • ••• • 
Idaho, , .• , , • .•.. . ... , , .... .. . , • .• .• . .. • • ..• , •.•• . • 
\r(foming • • • • • • , . • • • • • . • • • • • • • • . • • • . • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • 
Colorado, • . • , o, •• ,. , .,, •• • ,.,., • •• • , • ••• , , .. . ... ,,, 

New 1-lexic.o, ,, . •• • ••••• • • •• •••••• •• ••••••••••••• •• 
Arizona., .,,., o, ...... ,,,,.,,,, ••• ••• • , •• •• , •• , , , ,,, 

Utall, , , , • , •• , • , •• • • ••. , • • . • · • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Nevada,.,, .• , •• . , , ., ••.••. , . .. . .. .. . . , . . . •••. . . ,,, 

Paciiic, . . ,_., . ... . ,, .... , ......... .. . • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • 
~hingtan, .,,, . , .•.. .. , . . . . .• , , , , , . . ... , , ....••• 
Oregon, , , , , , •• , , •• • ••• • .• ••••• . o •• • • •• • , •••••• • - •• 

Californ1ao • • • •• , •• , • . • • . •• • • ....•. o ••••••••••••• 

Alaska • • • o • .• ••• • ••• • • • •••• • • • ••••• ~ ••• • •• •• •••• • • 

Hawai.i • • . ... .... .. ...... . .. . .. .... . .. .. ...... ... .. . .... 

Per Capita 
(dollars) 

1959 

1,994 
1,955 
1, 782 
2,149 
2,123 
1,633 
1,959 
1,848 
2, 745 

2,562 
2, 271 
2,171 
2,661 

2,550 
2,139 

Statist ical Abstr act of tb.e· United 
States, 1961, p, 307. 

' 
6. Th.e f igures on pages 31 and 307 of the 1961 Statistical Ab~;tract 

of t he United States show that the average white citizen would still 

receive less yearly income per capita than the nat ional average even 

if al1 of the state's total incoroe were given only t o its white 

citizens -- $2,010, as against the national average of $2,166. 




