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April 30, 1962 
A ~AG.u. 
FRCM: Diane Nash Bevel 
TO : Individuals & vrgani zations ~forking for Civil Right s 

I am surrenderi ng t oday in :Li nds County Court , J ackson , •. 11ss., to serve 
t he sentence i~posed on me on a cha r ge of cont rib ut i ng to the delinquency of 
minors. This char ge wee filed lest sum3Wr after I conduct ed wor~shoo s on the 
philosophy of nonviolence among 1~ckson youths , prepar ing them to go on Fr eedom 
Ride•• 

I have issued a bri ef sttit ement to t he press i n nh1ch I uttempt to 
explain my basic r eason for taking this ste p . This sta t ement says : 

•I have decided to surrender eyselt, abandon further ap~t!a l , ani serve lif1 

sentence of t wo years, plus as much additional time as it will t ake to work out 
mf ~2000 tine . To appo6l further would nec~ss1to te my sitting through another 
trial in a L1as1ssip?1 court , und I hove r each"d the conclus i on th!it I Cal no 
l one er coopera to ~ith t he evil und unjust cour t syat eo ot this state. I 
subscribe to t he phi l osophy of nonviol~nce; this is o ne of t~ bas ic t enets o f 
nonviol ence---that you r efuse to cop~c rate with evil . The only cond i tion unde~ 
which I will l eave ja il will be if tha unjust and untrue char ees against me 
are complet~ly dro pped. 

"Some peopl e hava a sked me how I can do t hi e ~hen I am expecting my fir s t 
child in ~eptecbQr . I have searched my soul about t his and consi dered it in 
prayer. I hoVI:I r eached the conclus i on t hEJ t i n t he l on.n; run this will be t he 
be st thing I can do for ~ child . This will be a black child born i n l..issi se1pp1 
and t hus wher ever ho is born he trill be in priaon. I believe th~ t 1 t I go to 
j ~ il now it m<.:~y help h9sten tha t dey llben I:ly child end ell childre n will be 
free---not only on t he day ot t .. e1 r birth but tor ell of their lives. " 

This is ~hat I said to t he prase . To you who also are workin~ in this 
effort tor integr at ion, I nould like to say more. 

I believe t hat the tima has co~ , and is i ndeed l ong pest , when each of 
us must make up his rdnd , ~hen e r ested on unjust char ges , to s t rve his sentence 
and stop posting bonds . I believe tha t unle ss v:a do t h is cur move ment l oses it s 
power and wi l l nev~r succeed . 

~e in t he nonvi olent movement hav~ been talking about jail wi thout bail tor 
t wo years or more . It is tirm for us to rnaan what we scy . 

~e sit in, deoonstrete end get beaten up . Yet ~hen we er e arr ested ~e 
i mmed i at e ly post bond and put the oattar entirely into t he hands of the oourts 
even though we kno~ . e won't g~t jus t ico i n t hese oourts . 

This is fi rst of all i mmor a l , because the Cauthorn courts i n which we ere 
b eing tried are co~plete ly corru~t . ~ e say t his is a nor a l battle , but t hbn we 
surrender t he fight into the l ceul hands of corrupt court s . 

The 1nmorali t y of those courts involves nevtr a l fo ctors . They are 
oomnlct el y L .1 ckine i n 1nte;·r1 ty beceuse ;.e or e bdn~ a rrested end tried on 
char~es tha t havo no~hiog to do r: ith t he r ee l i s sue . ~he r~al r eoeon we 9re 
arre sted is that ~c or e op~oainf segregat i on , but t ho cour ts are not honest 
enoU¢bX to sta te this frankly a nd c~rgo us ~ith this . Inst~ad they h i de 
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behind uhoney char gcs- --br e3 CJ ot ~e~ ee in Jack son, c~ iminal en~rchy in 
Baton nouge , conspiracy to vi olate tresp8s s l ens in ralladega , Ala ., and so 
on . ,,o;l c ould cite ..• any ot.he:r e:xa•.mle s i n cany p l aces . :-urt he rmo r e , in 
most pla ces we are forced to ~- o on trial in a courtroom that is c ompl e te l y 
segregated and in a c ourtnou . e where all ~he faci l it i es- --drinking f ountains , 
r e st rooms , evt:rything- - - !lru e~gre gfl ted • Tbus t he hours t hat ne ~1 ve to the 
s t a t e for thsse tria l s ure hours of hur.tll1at i on a nd o-p urt~ aa i. on , ho ur s the.t 
de f ile our worth as ne r s ons . illJ t hen we a re a eked to ~ay t he bill tor t h is 
humilia t i on i n c curt cost a . In addit ion , in ~ny pl~ces , t he cour ts ar e 
con:pl e t e l y corrupt in t hat they r etuse to a lmit :c;egros s to the j urier; . 

But over end above t he i mzorali t y of c ooperating with t hi s evil court 
syst m, thar fJ is a n t~ven lars;er roasotl lhy lfo nus t begi n t o stay in ja il . 

\J I f r.o do ~ d o so, "~ l oso our op,ort uni ty to reach t he community cad society 
---r-n th e gr ea t rJoral a , peel and t hus br in6 c.bout basl c c h&nges ln peop l e and in 

society. 

Our nx:n· emen t is no t basi co D.y a n effort to dl;}f~a t our llfr.Diz-:i".tlm opposition. 
Ra t her , it ifl nn e ffort to convtJrt t he cppos :.. tion a c1 r &doom soci t:ty . .e 
should not be tryl ng t o win cssHS j we should be trying to win ouoaa b ei ng s t o 
a new vieion anJ a new lite . 
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1'fhen ne l eave t be j a il s u nder bond we lo t>e our opportun 1 t y to witnosa--
to pr i ck t he c onaoienee of t he oppre se1ng group anJ to opu ~sl to t he 1~~sina ti on ~ 
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of t he oppressed group errl 1n~c i re t llem. .e ~zrmstifie a ny ..;!f ort t~ uee 
hat we i n th~ nonviol~nt move~nt aee e t r •th fo r ce and waul farce. Gandhi ~~ 

said t he d iffe r ence bet~een peo ~le who ~re reckl es s l y broa ~ing t he la~ ·~rn~se 
who ere s t andi ;:;.g on a m::r:mnrz~ moral princ 1ple is th~ t tnot~e who stend on 
pri ncipl e e r e willin to take t ho con sequences of t !1e ir action . ..hen tb&y 
d o t h is a hole co:nn:unity, i ndeed a > • .:lole na tion on:i t he world , ney be 
awa~ened , ~nd t he sights of a ll sooi~ty a re r a i sed to a new l evel . 

In addi tio n to these ba s ic cons i derat i ons , t her e is t he v~ry practi cal 
mat t e r of s~yrocketing expense of con~i fiuad and n~~roue legal act i ons . 
uur Jeep ~o uth stot~s ha ve beco~ v er y s~rt aoo1 t tuis ; they &resett ing oonds 
high . It s i mpl y bec c:-Jes a phy sicul i:L00~1 sibility !or t ho civil r1.e;hts movenent 
in AI!l!:: r ica to rais e suc h bond s for gr~et numoers of pao -:>l e . It bacot10 a 
i mposs ible to rais~ t nb money for le3nl fees and court cos t s if there a re ossa 
arrests a n1 ev er yone wants t o na ke bo~d a nd a ppeal . 

Money ca n bd raised tor sooe teat ca se s . But if w& a l l wont to get out on 
b ond , we automa t ic ally r e r::ove t :te 'JOssib ility of a l"lass r.;ov ement . 'l'b.&re will 
s i mpl y not be enou3h noney to £Ct bun1~e1s o f peopl e out on bo nd in s core s o! 
communities and pay the l..Xptmse s ot appealing their case s . And eve n i t ther e 
is such money availabl e , ther e aru much better uses to which it can be ?ut in 
t he i nt egr a tion move .oont. 

Let' s be re ali at ic. ~it~dr we can fi sht a legal ba ttle ~itb one or t~o 
t e s t cases-- nd in effect abandon our s truggle tor a~~~~ the s~rul 

year s it t ak:ea t o l i tigate the cas~ a 1u the courts . vr we Clln re~s.-:> lve to st ~q 

in j a i l and have a move :'!lent i nvolving IIBssi ve nu.~bers • 

Some ot the conaiderntion~ I have ~nt ion~d ore ~ ttere of pure pri~cipl~ ; 
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t hey involve the cent er of what nonviol ence mc~ns . Some of t hem er o pra ctical 
considerations, mtt£rs of tactics in cur str uggle . !Jut it is d ifficult to 
draw t he l ine between nhat is pr i ncip l e and wha t i s t ~ctics , because t he two 
mer ge together . In the long run , right pr inciples are alwDys rieht t a ctics . 

I think wo etl realize what it nould n~an if we had hundreds and thousands 
of peopl e across t he ~outh prepared to go to jail end s t ay . ~here can be no 
doubt that our battle uould be won. Dut ~~e have perhaps erred , each of us , a s 
we hav~ sat and waited f~r th~ huni r eds to a ct . History also shows---both 
r ecent history and down through t he o~~s ---thot a few ~eople, even one pe rson , 
can move mountains. ~~nd even 1 f \ie cannot bone st l y fo resee great e f f ects f r om 
our stand , it is m;; belie f t~t e · ch of us must act on our own conscience---do 
t he thing v:e know in our hen:!tt s is r ight . In follol'7 i ng nonviolence , v:e te ve 
been experimenting with a new end revolutionary me t hod that can brinB about a 
r edeemed society. But we have falter ed end ~csitated---and cade ~ny mlsta~e s--
beeeuoe i t is new and we ar e f eeling our way . lion I t hink e3c h of us---r egardless 
of whst oth~rs may do---must make our own decision , alone and for oursel ves . 
I have made mine. 
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