
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 

TWENTY WEST FORTIETH STREET • NEW YORK 18, N.Y. e BRyant 9-1400 

Jilnu~ry 31, 1962 

MEHORANDUM TO: SOUTHERN BRANCHES 

FR0i'1: GLOSTER B. CURREN'!', DIRECTOR OF BRANCHES 

Our Lynchburg, Virginia Branch has uncovered the fact that Negro 
youngsters are not permitted to participate in the National Spelling 
Bee sponsored by 18 Scripps-Howard Newspapers and 54 other newspapers. 
The national finals, held annually in Washington, D. C., are unsegre­
gated, but by that time the damage is done to those youngsters who are 
excluded because of color from participation in local contests. 

According to James H. Wagner, Director, National Spelling Bee, 
each of the co-sponsoring newspapers "conducts its own competition 
locally, determines its m,m rules and procedut'e s, and otherwise oper­
ates completely independently. The only two requirements a paper must 
fulfill concern the age and the grade in scho.:>l of the speller it sends 
to the National Spelling Bee." 

Prizes for local winners are supplied by the Encyclopedia 
Britannic"!. whose off ices ~re located in Nevr York City. Nr. \Villiam 
Benton, former Sen~tor from Connecticut? is t~e publisher. Adlai · 
Stevenson, permanent dele ge te to the United Nations, is a member of 
the BoArd of Directors of Encyclope dia Britannica. 

The n ational sponsors are taking the position that they have no 
control over the m8jor policies of the 54 other newspapers which send 
finalists to \rJ"a shington. We have been W1able to obtain a list of the 
5t+ cities in wbich these contests are run, therefore, in order to ob­
tain this information, we are asking our southern branches to: 

1. Check with the local school board and with 
Negro principal s and teachers to ascertain 
if your city school system participates in 
the National Spelling Bee; 

2. Advise us of the name of the newspaper 
sponsoring the contest and; 

3. Report whe the r or not Negro young sters are 
permitted to participate and the basis upon 
which they are allowed to compete. 

In the event thRt one of your local newsp3pers is a sponsor of 
the National Spelling Be e and Negro students are excluded, we suggest 
that you t ake the following act ion immed:a tely: 

1. Protest to the Boa~d of Educ a tion and 

2 . 

3. 

the newspaper which s-ponsors the contest. 

Pro t nst to the Scripps-Howard Alliance. 
Senrl. ~ letter t o Roy HoW'3. rd, Publ Gner, 
Scripps-Howard Newspapers , 230 Park Ave­
nue~ New Y~rk 17, New York . Also write 
J ame s H, Wagner, Director, Nat iorial Spell­
ing Bee, 230 Park Avenue, New York 17, 
New York. 

Wri t e a letter to Enc yclopedia Britannica , 
prize donors , in c are of Mr . Wil liam Benton, 
Publisher , 342 Madison Avenue, Ne w York , 
NeH York. 

' ., .. , 

Ple a~e send t he National Office copies of your l etters and/or 
telegr ams, and report imr.1ediately on all action t aken. Keep us advised. 

GBC: jwt 
NA rtONA L OFF!l.I:KS : Arthu r H. Sp inga rn, Prnidem ; D r . R~rt C. Weaver , <.'Ju u rmtln, Board tJ/ DirectorJ ; Altrc:d Ba ker L<:wis , Tn•rtJra,•r . 

ExECU 'rl\'1: 0 Ff1Cr:Rs : Roy \ Xl ilkins . Ex ecuti t·r Secretar)'; Robert I#. C a rte r , Ct·n~'rfll (.'o 11n.rl.'! ; J n hn A. M o rc;t:I J, A JJ iJiant l tJ the J:x u 11t i ZJe Secrl'larJ' ; 

Clan:n(t' Mi tchel l. {)!n ·crm·, lf''t~Ihlll.~ l on Burrutt ; Henry Let• Moon , Dirt'Cio r. Ptthlir 1\d.-uions; G los[t r B. Currcm . Oirt.'Ci o r Branch D eparlmt•m . 
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