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Slowly developing anger and un-
publicized dignified protest by
Negro adults —-- a dramatic out-
burst of Negro students to bring
the issues to public attention --
and then a new synthesis of adult-
student leadership marshaling the
forces of the entire Negro com-—
munity: this has been the de-
velopmental pattern in a number
of southern protest movements
these past few years, and so it
was in Albany.
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Two weeks before Christmas, 1961, 737 persons in
the Black Belt city of Albany, Georgia -- college stu-
dents, professionals, working people, and children --
marched, prayed, sang, and went to jail to try to force
open doors shut tight to Negroes since the city was
founded in slavery days.

Into that week of protest and excitement was
compressed every major issue debated today in the
changing South: the enforcement of national law by
local authorities hostile to that law; the absence of
communication between whites and Negroes living close
together in a small southern city; the ambitions of
local politicians; factionalism in Negro leadership;
monopoly of the press and television; charges of
"outside" agitation and "subversive" influence; the
peculiar operations of local justice; jailhouse brutal-
ity. Intertwined with these were other elements: the
remarkable role played by a handful of young people,
already veterans of several prisons, devoted to a
philosophy of non-violence in an atmosphere of po-
lice repression; the participation of a few young
southern whites, trying to pay with personal sacri-
fice the debt of their ancestors for ten generations;
the awkward cautiousness of a national administration.

The following report is based on newspaper accounts
in Atlanta and Albany, and on-the-spot talks with the
mayor, businessmen, deputy sheriffs, white ministers,
politicians, local editors, Negro leaders both local
and national, men and women just emerged from prison,
young Freedom Riders in and out of the county jail-

house, white local people unconnected with the city

leadership, and Negroes not involved in the demon-

strations.







