
---· 

l 

/ 

tlational hction Corumi ttee Ncctirig; Dec. 15, 1961 
CORE - Congrcao of Racial Eq~olity 
38 Park Row; Ucw York 38, llow York 

I . 

MIUUTES 
Present: Farmer, Carter, Gartner, Peck, Locbnrd, Rachlin, Corey, Rich. · 
Invited Obocrvers: Tear 

FILM Otl FREEDOM RIDES: Attorney Carl Rochlin reported to the Committee 

o~egotiotions for the production .ond diotribution of the film, in 

accordance with the regulations of the Uew York State Boord of 
... 

Choritias. CORE wifl have; the film produc·ed. It tdll then license 11. 

A. Lockhart, and lease the file to him for exhibition. Mr Rochlin ex-

ploincd all clauocs of the contract with Mr. Lockhart to the Committ~e, 

ond it woe adopted with certain amendments. 

BATOH ROUGE, LOUISIMlA: · On December 14th t~mn~y-thr~c CORE members 

"1cre arrested in Baton Rouge for picketing depart;nt sto~es in pro

test of their hiring ·. policies, and for picl<etins./ segregated lunch 

counters. ·The follpwing day 4000 deconstratorJ , mostly s~udents from 
. I 

\ 
Southern University; m~ched to the Court House in Baton Rouge to pro-

test the jailings. Among those in jail, or~ Ronnie Hoare, Cha! r mnn of 

Baton Ro11ge CORE, Jerome Smith, Chairma~ of !:le~7 Or l e«:mo CORE along ~~i. th 

:Jlmost half •of the ne~.J Orle~ns CORE members ·, and CORE Field Secretaries, 

Reverend B. Elton Cox and 03vc Dennis. Bail has been .set at $lsDO.OO . but 
I 

so far no one has requcste~ qame . Telegrams have go~~ o~t to all CORE 

nroups asking that they wire President Kennedy protest~ng \he situation 

in Bnton Rouge. · · 

ALBAUY, GEORGIA: Jio F clrmer ·received a "lire from the Al ~any Movement 
t 

G~ting that they are interested in securing the cooperation of CO~ 

in the present fight. CORG Field Secretary, Rich~rd Haley, was sent 

there to serve in l-Jhotever way feaoiblc . negoti ations bet.l-1een the Albany 
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Movement .:l'ld lo~a-~ .. ~uthor.ities. center .. aroun~ three dcm.~1rids by l~e Movc .... -

ment: (1) Dismissal of charges against arreoted person~. (2) 
·( 

Immediate desegregation of local bus and ~ail~a~· ~ermi~~~- faci~ities. 

· (J). Establi_s~ent of a ~irac_ial co~~ci.l. in Albany. Dr.' W. G. · Anderaon, 
. . . . .. ' 

Chairman of i:he Alba.,f MovciJ:IOn~_; has promise_~ _to k~ep -in · consr~nt touch 

with CORE's National Office and infotm us of any ··way in whicli ~e can be 
~ ' , • I 

helpful. 
.. 

RGUTE . 40 : CORE Is Freedom Ride against .restaurants along 0. s .~ HighWay 
·' '· 

.: ·1140 _which · refuse to dese~regate will ~ake ~lace as _schedul'edr . ~n December 

. I 'I ' 
16th. I1any p-articipants from the northern end of the route w~ll m~~t 

. . . . . ~ . . . ·.. . . . f !· . .·. 
at CORE National Headquarters at 8 M1 the morning -of the 16~h l The 

~ide, from the Pelaware. Bridge to Baltimore, WUi ~nvi>lve :t~: 700 .. 

people froc CORE groups . throughout the East. T~o~e comdngf~o~ t~e n~rthern 

end have been organi2.ed by norman Hill and those . from the s~uth by Ed 

Blankenheim . • 

(UOTE : There ll1ere close to 800 parti cipants on .the Ride. Eleven . . I 
. . ,j 

of the 38 reGtaurants visited ·served consisten~~y throughout 

the day.) i : 

-1. STAFF: More field staff members are badly n~~ded7 an9 a recommendation to . 
' . the Committee was that Dave Dennis, already setving on a 

. . 

. 
and Jerome Smith be added as permanent employees . The 

. . \ - · endation 

wos approved . 

. CORI! Vice Chairman,- .Rudy Lombar d, recomEmded an lnc~easc , in. ~alary fQf the 
' . . . . ':: . . . I I· ·1 . ' 

national Direc,or of $1000 . 00 annuali~, to be effec:t~ve on ~t~e anni~ersary 
. , . , . . . _. = I 

date · of his cmploymen~_ ,. February 1 ; 1962. The mo~ion was" ~~conded by 
" I . ~, I' 

Leroy Carter and- adopted by· the coramit:tee . · · · ' · 1 

! . 

CHICAGO:.·.- -Ji~ F~rmer reported on his meeting w~t~.: the two ~~oup~ :in 
. .. !: .' 

·' . .. ; 

; . -~ 
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Chicago. His first suggestion, that they merge, was rej~cted. His se~ond, 

that Southside CORE disband and allo~-1 its members '1:·1ho so desired to join 

Chicago CORE, was accepted. A majority of the members of former Southsid?,.~"--J -. ( 
CORE are joining £hic~go CORE. 

PUBLIChTiotlS: Harvin Rich reported that CO~' s booklet, "Cracking The Color 

Line", is being revised tol include the Sit-Ins and Freedom Rides, and that 

· some printed matter tdll .be done on the Route 40 project. 

FIELD STA!F: Gordon Carey reported that Field Secretary, Henry Thomas; is 

working on development of several CORE groups in Alabama. llone of the major 

civil rights organizati~ns are curr~ntly active in this state. Thomas has 

been authorized to establish a te~porary office and phone service in 

Birmin$ham. 

!££:..On Decc'mber 14th Jim Farmer, Carl Rachlin and Gordon Carey ~ept an 

appointment with the Department of Justice and ICC . in HClshington and guve 

a report on interference Nith interstate travel as determined by CORE test 

teams. The following day FBJ agents vrsited the CORE office to secure 

additional data. ICC representatives 'state that they are making every 
'• V' 

attempt to enforce iti ruling, but that complaints mu~t first be filed with 

their district offices. They stated, too, that laclc of sufficient personnel 

hampered their operation in many areas. 

The Uational - Action Committee adopted a. m'otion to invite Reverend Fred L. 

Shuttlesworth to serve as a mcrnber of the national .Advisory Committee. It 

ar'so adopted a motion~ to ask Hr . Joe Hillen and I·.Irs. KatrJ.na HcCormick 

Barnes to serve as mernbers ' of the Advisory CoQrnittee. 

The next Uational nction Committee oeeting wi ll be on January 26 . 
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