
National Action Committee Meeting, Novem~cr 2"/, 1961 
CORE - Congress cf Racial EquaU.ty 
38 Park Row; New York 38, New York ,_ 

. ., ,., . M I N U T E S ., 

Present: Farmer , Rich, Carey, Lombard. Rachlin. Peck, Gartner, Hill. 
Invited Observers: Teer, Larkins. 

Absent: · Rob~rts, McCummtogsl, Coleman, Carter. 

UNION CONTRACT FOR 1961·62: The new contract W49 unanimously approved by 

I .. 

the Action Committeeo ·· The contract establishes clerical job classifications 

for the first time. 
I • 

CHICAGO CORE CHAPTERS: Field Director, Gordon Carey, reported on a conflict 

·between ~lO COP~ groups in Chicago - the affiliated group and a newly forre~d 

Southaide group which is an outgrowth of the 

I 

f ormed o~iginally to aid Baywood ·and Fayette 

" . old Emergency Relief .J mmittee 

Count ies cut•ing the vp~er 
' . . ' 

r~gistraticn crisis~ It was agreed that two groups here ) ~perating as en~ 
' 
" ti r e ly separat e entH::i Pf.l ~ ~I'J".!ld o~ :acccas i t:v fi J <:~vu.z.:;; ·u~li.ca Li.Oi:l. e>f) e ff ort 

both ~oographlcally . and politi~ally . Nat~onal Director, Jemes ~;, ~ho · 

will v i.s;. t Chicago the weekend of December .8~ 9, 10: wa s. au/rize d to attemp t 

tc negot i ate a merger of t he two groups within the principles of CORE~ 
./ 

/ \ 
·ROUTE {}40: On November 8, 1961, CORE 1 s National Office was notifie:d t hat 

forty-seven restaurants along Route 40 had agreed to de~gregate by Nmrember 22. 
/ 

Consultation followed and a decision was made to pos tpone the planned Freedom 

Ride/ along t his r oute on November 11 unti l after the desegregation 1a te . 

Fie l d Direc tor sent wire a to ~hose groups ond individuals who pl~~e d : o 

participat e i n t he Route 40 project, aski ng that they join the picketing and 

(, eit'-!na 'i n Bal~~more restaUrant~ .; this " "a done and the Balt<mcro cemp a !gn 

has been i n progress since Navember 11 ~ An ou tgrowth of t he cam?a] gn aga~nst 

reatauran~ segr egition in this area is a student ste~ring committee compo3ed 

of coll~&e et.udents of th~ ,surrounding community who will continu? to wage ~he. 

campaign and ex~and it to other areas. 
' · · , . 
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National and Baltimore CORE will continue its ".IIOr.k with these stu}l~nt~, aiding 
l 

' 
flnancially, in ·organizing workshops, providing lawyers when n.ece,l!!sary. etc. 

1: 

Tests, which are still inconclusive, show that forty restaurants along. 
i 

Route 40 have deseg~egated, while twenty-four refuse 
I 

to serve Negroesy 
"I 
I 

The 

Committee agreed that further work must be done in coordinating t .he groups 

active in this project, to avoid some of the difficultieo wbich- have arisen 
'\ 

during past weeks. 

ll motion was ad..,pted to notify the Maryland Commission of these t:estauranto 

which had agreed to desegregate and have not done so and advise the Commission 

that CORE ldll conduct a Freedom Ride against discriminatory restaurants 

on December 16. The press will also be notified· of th~~ Ride. A check ~~ill 

< 

be made i lrs t '"ith the r estaurants i nvolved to determi11-~ if they {llan to 

c ontinue t o operate on a segregated basis. ·I 
i 

_ICC RU~ Approximately 200 tests have bee n made in some twenty-six states 
I 

to dete rmine if the ruling is being adhered to. · The border statks of . ' 

Kentucky, North Carolina and West Virginia are almost cotnp.letely desegregated, 
. . . .' , , .. r . 

as far as tests have gone. Partially desegregated are Alabama, ~ennessee, 

Georgia, Florida and South Carolina. Louisi~Dfl and Mis.S'i.ssippi,. with some 

I 

excep tions, still operate largely on a segregated t?asis. Many t;actics to 
I 

discourage i!2tegration of facilities are being tried: qvercharging, cloa ing 

f acil itles , hostility, etc. In some cases, there is no i .dentlfication of 

bus driver s . 

. I ' 
The Committee adopted a motion by the Field Director that CORE ,puah for 

immedia t e negot i a tions wi t h the carriers, particularly Greyhound which so 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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£~ has made no reply .to ~epeated requests. for a meeting. 

further negotia~.~ons with the Department of tJustice .and the 

Page 3. 

Also to request 
I 

I 

ICC, and to ~ork 
[ 

out a project which wqul~ dramatize non•compli~nce with the ruling, 
• . . · ."":· , , , ! 1":" : I ' • . 

poss:ibly 

,':• ' ·:. :using celebrities or othe~ wel.l~known personalities, ,. ~·o d~tes are bei~g . 
, ( . , , 

. considered •• Emancipa~iO.n Day .(J~n._ .~at) or Lin.coln' s birthday .. ~ 
I ·~ , I · 

The possibility of cooperation between local me·tropolitan CORE groups on their"' 

different projects, particularly the, housing area, was discuss·ed, and it was 
: 

agreed ·that such coopera~ion could be advantageous. ;; ~ . .Field ·Secretary, 

' 1 0 1 .) 

Norman Hill, was asked . to explore the possibility . of ·meeting with CORE groups 
/i I 

,-,. • : -

in the ~ew York area with this idea in mind. 
I i ' 

FIELD REPOlli ~ield Secretary, Henry Thomas, is currently w6rki~g in 

Alabama ~ith students at Tuskegee Institut e, sod in Mobile~ L~ntsville and 

Bh:miugbamo 

Lake Charle~ , Louis i ana and is now in North Carolina. Ed Bl'ankenheim is 

~orking with the Memphis CORE ·group; Richard Haley is in Florida working wi~h 

Tallahassee and St.-· Petersburg Chapters, Tom Gaither is in Jackson, Mississippi 

and Jim MCCain is stationed in South Carolina. Genevieve\Hughes is on the 

West Coast and bas organized chapters 'in Denver sud Seattle as well as working 

with other coast group·a·· in California·· and Arizon~ ... Resic~al ~epresentative, 

. Ddve Dennis, is working temporari~y as a 

/ 

.( 
rield Secretary in Louisiana. . 

REG.!ONAL OFF ICES: A motion was adopted to est~~iish r egional offices of 
···"" 

CORE on the West Coast, in StQ Louis and New Orleans at the earliest possible· 

time. 

FINANCIAL: The checking account shows a balance of $31,000.00;· th~ reserve 

.. . . 
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account totals $~0, OOOo 00 , . a::td bills total $3, 000_. 00. There is J~ additional 
!, 

I 

J ' 

$11,000.00 availa})le. for bond. The Eleanor Roosevelt luncheon bJTought i!l 

• 
between $.11,000"00 and $12,000.00. The nel(t direct mail appeal, :.going out 

. . . . i' 

within a few wee~s. will be signed by Leontyne Price. Marvin Riqh pointed 
I 

I 
out that December and January are ueually bad mOnths· for finances. 

• I . . . ~I 
FI~ Negotiations with Hemisphere Reports proved fruitless as far as reducing 

j 

their asking price of $35,000.00 tv produce this film. The Committee felt 
i ., 

that this was entirely too high and began exploration of other sources. A 
. . . I. 

.: 

team of three experts will now do the film, at cost, which will .run between 
'i. 

six and eight thousand dollars~ . It should be ready for distribution by 
• I· 

January 15, 1962o Atlantic Records w~.11 : do . il long-·playing r~cor4 of 

Freedom Ride . songs, free to CORE, to be offered for oale in conj~nction 

with the film showingo. Discussions are still tn progress with M. A. Lockhart, 

who is being coosider.ed to · prcmct:c the film,· and it , has been made clear that 

CORE mus t < have complete jurisdiction over all editorial matter i -.t this 

connection and that the promotion must be done so that ·the organization will 
I 

reap as much profit as is possible, financially, educ·ationally · apd publicity-

wise. The National Action Committee accepted, with pr·ofound ·thanks, the 
. I 

offer of the Social Action Committee of the A.M~E. Church to propuce the 
I 

. I 
film on the Freedom Rides. We are pleased that Drp James' offerj provides 

I . 
. I 

for coosultati~n with .CORE in the .production. CORE will aloo be· responsible 

for widespread distribution of the proposed ~ilm. 

llENRY.JiQDGE HE"MORANDU11: James Farmer read to the Action Connnittee a memo-
1 

· randum which he h~d re.c.~ive~ from Henry Hodge urging that the NAC consider 

moves to effect a c l oser liaaon between the Committee and l ocal CORE Chapters~ 

I. . 

.. 
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I make more appointments to the Committee outside of the Net<~ York area: and 

that careful planning as to matters of expense, jailings, publicity, etc. 

be done on all future CORE projects. The Committee recognizes the validity 
:. 

~many of Mr. Hodge's recommendations. 

I 

NATIONAL COUNCIL MEETING: The dates of February 10 and 11, 1962 were set 

by the . Action Committee tor this meeting . Hosts will be Cincinnati CORE and 

Covington, Eentucky CORE ~ 

The next National Action Committee meeting was set for December 15, at which 

time the Committee will explore the possibility of a retreat where members 

may address themselves to the business of CORE policy and program and get 

away from administrative detail. 
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