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National Action Committee, October 12, 1961 
CORE- CongresG 1of Ra~ial Equality 
38 Pork Row; Ucl-7 York 38, new York 

&, --------_ - ·· _M......,.·I......,U ..... U~T.......,E_S..__ _____________ _ 

.. 

Present: Farmer, Pee~, Carey, Rich, Robinson,,: Rachlin, Lombard·, 
Hughes. Invited Observers: H~ley, Larkin, Teer, Simon 

I Absent: Carter, Coleman, Roberts 

ICC REGULATIOUS: The desegregation ruling ~·HlS reviewed for the Co~ttee 

by James Farmer. Gordon Carey reported that a letter was going. to . . ' . ' ~ . 

all CORE groups asking what action had 

their areas to tomply . .;dth the ruling, 

been or . ,_,as bf7,...ng taken in 
. . \ . 

. . 
and suggestipg .~hat each group .. · . 

make a quiet test of its local transportation facil~ties. Arinouncement 

was iDade. of a meeting to be held on October 17th bettoJe~n CORE offic·ials 

and the ICC and• .Department of Justice to . discuss plans for implementin-g · 

desegregation of public transportation facilities . Immediately after 
I - . , 

the ICC ruli ng was handed down . r equests ~Jere aeut to I'rai i ·oJ.ays and 

Greyhound ·to remov~. "colored" signs in their Jackson, Uississippi 

' terminals, by CORE :·attorney, Carl Rachlin. 

M::. .Rachlin reported on th~ meeting wi t h Hr. Wright .. Vice President ,. 

and General Counsel o.f · the Illi·n·ois Central Railroad, '"'hi.ch also 

included Jim Farmer and Richard Haley of CORE : Mr. Ivright stated 

that the Illinois Central had no segregation signs posted in its Jackson · 

~terminal, and that signs present were put there by the local poli.::c 

~eparte1ent. He stated further that . the Illinois Ce.ntral had taken 

action against its otvn employees i>lho cooperated with Ja~kson authori -

ties in delaying a decision on the HAACP desegregation case there . 

J .' 
There was. discussion of the possibility of . a Chicago Freedom Rider 

I 

br inging suit before the Federal Court in that c,ity to have Illinois 
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Central facilities in Jackson closed f.or violation of the ICQ ruling! 
·f 
I 
; . 

The Committee rioted - that presently the ICC ruling deals only ;with bus 
: :- .-.. : . \ 

companies, that every ef-fort would be . made tp have this ruli~g extended 
I 

. I 
to cover all public transportation immediately, ·and that CORE would 

! 
. .. , I 

th~ough nonviolent direct action seek to facilitate compliance with the 

ruling if preliminary negotiations failed. Jim Farmer repor~ed that a 
' • • ,; 0 ; 

' group of Young Republicans- has indicated a~ inter.est in taki~g a Freedom 

.Ride to test the ICC ruling, which ~otould be financed by their local 

party. Much of their motivation stems from Governor Rockefe!ier 9s favor-

able stand on the Freedom Rides. 

' 

Q.ETRqiT CQ~- Gordon Carey reported that he had met ~~ith both factions 

of this group. Discussions resulted in plans for a nev1 election, merging 
I 

t he t~·JO ,.,,..,,,nco 
c - ....,-t" ...., under :-eaponsibl~ l e ader shll1 . To assut·e oper~tion under 

' the rules of CORE's constitution, it was suggested that an i~artial 
I 

observer sit in on the first few meetings after the merger is completed. 
i 
I 

I 

SUflOLK CORE: A visit t-1as made by Gordon Carey and Fredericka Teer, ·who 

give a favorable report .and recommended affiliation. . . The Committee I . 
I 

voted to affiliate the group, 
. \ ' 

i 
tlAI·fES OF CORE CHAPTERS AilD CHAPTER AFFILIATIOH: The Comnitt~e passed 

a resolution requiring new chapters to submit for approval the names by 

Hhich they t-1ill be identified. This~s to avoid con,flict an_d confusion 

111ith already existing chapters. It (als~ voted that an incivitdual t-7ho 
. \ I 

lives in one area and ~rorks in anothel!, may affiliate with ei~her CORE 
I f 

chapter he desires, rather than being confine~ to the chapter of his 
I , 

residential area. 
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ADD-ITIOHS TO UATIOUAL ACTIOU COMMI'ITEE AIID ADVISORY COMMITTEE:_ <J±in Farmer 

"-reported that national Chairman, Charles Oldham, had recomrnended . 't~7o 

additions to the. Committee -- Alan Gartner. Chairman of Boston CORE and 

: tevern~ McCummings, Chairman of Philadelphia CORE, an~ that replies thus 
I . 

I 

far received were ovet"l~helmin(;?l:Y in f~vor ~. Als_<?. t~at Hobson Reynolds of 

the Elks had accepted membership on the Advi~.?~:Y Committee. . . \ . ~ . . .. 

· llATIOl% OFFICE PERSOln1F$: Jim Farmer re~. a letter of resignation from 

James Robinson, Membership Director of co~. Mr. Robin~JOn Is resignation 

was accepted by the Committee with expressions of gratitude for ·his long 

years of service to the organization, and it noted with pleasure his 

statement that leaving the org~nization's employ does not ipdicace termi-

nation of his activity with it. 

On the recommendation of the National Director, the Action Committee 

~pproved the appointment of norman Hill , formerly of Chicago CORE, to the 
" ' 

national Field Staff. Field Director, Carey> gave a brief account of 

Mr. Hi 11' a background which equips ·him for service on CORE's Field Staff. 

LEGAL DEFENSE OF FREEDOM RIDERS: Carl ~achlin reported on a meeting 

between himself and~ames Farmer of CORE, and Jack Greenberg and Constance 
. ·' 

Baker Motley of the - ~AACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund, Inc. . ' 

Agreement ha~ been reac~ed for, the Inc. Fund to assume legal .defense of 
: r, .• 
~, .. . \. 

Freedom Riders in Jackson, Mississi~pi,, using local attorneys o~ . ~?e 
: . . 

/ cases. CORE will continue to assume ~~sponsibility for transportation 
··.; i . . . '.· 

expenses of defendants where they canno_t; t;>~Y :. ~heir own. The Legal De
.; . 

fense Fund ~dll not assume responaibi'lit~ ... . for bond, but will endeE.v~r 

to raia~ a·s much bond money as possible. · Mr. ,Rachlin reported ~hat a 

close interest in these cases ·would be maintained by CORE's legal staff-~ 

in the briefs, techniques, ate. Also that the responsibility for the 
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·cases of the Epi.scopal Minister~--~~~~d remain with CORE • . Press 1ele_ases 

wi 11 b~ issued simultaneously br ea:h organ:i.zat1on aft~r . "Clearin~ them' ·-. 
. j ' 

. '.i 

with each other. The effective date of the transfer is still to ibe .decided.' 

' 
Hr. Rachlin also reported on talks with Louis Lusky which reveal~d the 

J 

possibility of 'securing a bonding company to . take over Freedom R~der bonds. 
• l . 

i 
Jim Farmer received · a commitment from Allan Knight chalmers tha~ l·b~ would be 

; . • 

active in rsising bond money. 
I .. .. . 

Mr. Farmer reiterated to the Committee that take-over by the Leg4&1 Defense ' 

Fund does not affect future CORE direct action in ~~ssissippi. 
'i 
The Legal 
! . 

Defense Ftmd, on the other hand, is not cotmni'tted to a.ssumption of reaponsi
I 

bility for any future CORE activity. ·I 

•'· 

Defendants pleading nolo contendre are being sent l&tters advising them how 

to handle checks returning bail money_to CORE (these checks are ~eing made 
' 

payable to defendants.) 

Q. .S HI_QHWAY # 40: __ _NAC member, Jim Pecks r ecommended t o the Co~ttee a 

CORE motorcade along US 40 from approximately the Delaware Bridge to 
·, 

Baltimore, to highlight discriminatory practices in public facilities along 

thi s route, and to test the degree of compliance with President Kennedy's 

appeal to e.nd discrimination. CORE alr.eady has a list of restaurants on 
j 

t his route which have p racticed . segregation, and ~oJill meet in Washi~gton 

the '~eelcend of October 13-14 with .representatives from 4DA, IUE, : UAW and 
I· · . . 

the IJAACP to discuss plans for a united thrust on this project ~ ~ith ride 
! . 

participants beginning at both the -northern and ~outhern tips of-' the route 

and cqn•;:3rging around (vilmington, Del~.4are. 

~he C~ttee · expressed its appreciation to ~~. Peck for his foresight in 

I suggestifg such a project, and author.ized ~ORE's Field Staff to ·proceed \.lith 

I 

plans to carty it out. 

' J 
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FillAltCL\L: Jim Robinson reported that the last appeal letter was showing 

• good returns thus far. Holiday Card sales ihotozed a $15, ,442'\~9 return 

from 1902 orders, which represents' almost five time~the. 4m0u~t received 

for the corresponding period last year. 
·.·; ~- . . 

this year should come clo'se to $.50,000.00 ae compared lt~ith $20,00p.oo for 

Assuming sales l1,ol~ up,. the intake 
. . 

1960. 

Marvin R_ich reported re~ipt of an additional $25_,000.~0 for Bond money on 

a ·tong term loan. · Also .that $10,000.00 had been repaid on the short term 

. $25jo.oo .• oo loan received in September and plans were to pay the rema~nder 

in three w~eks at ·$5000.00 per week. Promise of additional financial aid . 

~o -CORE ·had been ~ndicated by UAW and IUD. 

GEnERAL: Mayor Wagner of new York City declared the Heek beginning October 

16, 1?61 Freedom g!ders week. Bus tours of the city ar~ planned for 

. · October 19-20 • . Several Hew Jersey-Mayors have alae declared Freedom 

Riders' week, and e fund/raising cally ~s ·scheduled for Oc.tober 21st in 

Englewoo4 . New Jersey. 

A CORE luncheon by ~~s. Eleanor Roosevelt is planned for October 30, at 

' which it is expected contribution~ will be made to the organization, 
' . 

Gordon Carey announced a meeting of the Field Staff in Nev1 York City, 
f i 

October 20-21, 1961. i : 

Rudy Lombard is working with the Syracuse, New York CORE Chapter and expects_ 

-

.\ 
I 

this group to be ready for affiliation within a short time • . Field Secretary, 

Ganevlieve Hughes, wi 11 be traveling to the -West Coast· the later ~art · of 

tccober to work with CORE groups in that araa. Formation of a CORE 

Chapter in Oenv:t!r, Colora'do will be foremost on her agenda. The Field 

Director advised that numerous CORE groups are in the process of organi-

zation. j 
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National CORE is exploring with other organizations in the civil rights 
!I 

field, what action shou~~ be taken in the many trouble spots throughout 
'. I 

the country. It !I generally ~elt that ~berever possiblei · and 

particularly in ~IcCombs County, Mississip.pi, · effqrts shou~~! be made to 
.1 

involve as many local people as possible. CORE recognizes .·its responsi .. 
I 

bility to this county where much of the current action is ~ndoubtedly 

a direct result of .the Freedom Rides.· 

}~. Farmer reported on a meeting with a representative of ~emisphere ' 
i 

Reports, which has access to CBS films, to discuss the possibility of a 

CORE movie bas·ed ·on the Freedom Rides. This w.i 11 be pursU:;ed further 

during the next few weeks. 

Me~bers of the National Action Committee were delighted ·tc hear from 

~ordon Carey that he had visited Dr. Walter Bergman w~ile io De troit , 

and found him considerably improved. 

National Chairman, Charles. Oldham, will be in New York October 26 - 27. 

The next Action Committee meeting was set for October 2.7th. 
I 

... 
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