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If all the d1ecrblinetoey J.awe in the United States wre t=·dlataly . 
repealed• race woold still rQI81n ona of the moet praaab• -•1 and 
political probl- in the nation. 

lfesroea In thf.a country are not simply the vietf.u of a aeries •r inlquf.tODa 
statutes. The Alllarlean ec0110111y, the Aaeriean aoei.ety, the Amarlc:ao unc:on• 
acioue are all raclet. lf suddenly all the lave were framed to prcwide 
eqnal opportanit.iee, a majt>rity of the llo!groea wculd not be able to taka 
full advantage of the change. There would still be the vut, dlent, end 
automatic system directed againat .an and woman of color. ror to belong 
to a racial minority is to be poor, and poor in a special way. It is to 
live within a vicious circle of poverty wbicb; hae been inatitutionalizad 
for well owr a century. Legislation which aagreptu buaa.a or lunch 
counters is only part of thla proeese. 

s- opttaletlc people do not undaretand bow deeply raclm 11 eatabUabad 
in .._rican life. Clven time, they argue, these people wlll rlea in the 
1oeiety Uka the lrlah, the Jeva, the ltallana and all the rest. Jut thil 
notion llf.aaaa two clec:bhe facta: that the Regro l8 colored, and no otbar 
group 1n the Ullited States baa ever really faced this proble•; that t:ba 
Negro of today il an iotarul •.llligrant vho vUl face raetam wherever he 
.,vee, who c:aDDOt leave bla O,prealion behind lUra a Czar or e potato 
fallline. To be aqaa~. the Negro requires a~thing .,c:b more pi'Ofoesld .t'ban" 
a way "into" the aoel'ety; be -d• a tranefocation of •- of the basic: 
inatltutlona of the society. 

rerbape the aiiiiPlaat way to point up the reel• of the .Aalerican eeoaary la 
to recall a atraap can of Jubilation. Lata in 1960, the Deparmant of 
Labor baaed a atocly, ''TM loooomS.c: Situation of Negroes ia the United 
States." It noted that in 1939. 11011-vhita vorbt"a aeme4, on the avaraae, 
fort:r-oae par caat u IIDCh u whites; and that by 1958, their ngaa bad 
c:lf=ted to flfty•af.&bt par ceut of thoaa of vbitaa. lOt a little alation 
areeted tbie atiDOIIIDC-.at, wltb •- edltorUlilite eitilll theM atatlatlce 
as tndtcatllll that al• and •taady progreae •• beiiiiJ .-da. (At tbla ra~. 
the Nes ro would rucb parlty dth the wM u a0110 tflM vall past the yeer 
201)0.) 

To begin -tdtb, the ff.~Jt'"la wet-a t<ntoii'!Wh.'l t m~,. ~t:i~IIUC\ rh8n th<!! t:ttaUr.y. 
J?.,·tt ,,;: 'ell~ ~EH• r,Gi';l re~.o.co to-1 .;I),; ~~~~ t-t M l'W 61. ~-4S>:OI.!:1 I.e. ~t:i'la, o.c.<' 
loutharu Negroes to tba llortb~ In tbaee case•• t~ paopla ldVOlved 
tDCnuad thall' inca•• by gotaa iato • •n proepanua aaotton of the 
acv v u a Whole. lat vltbia eacb ana • lol'tbero dty, louthera city, 
agrlcultvn, • theU relative poettton ~toed the _, at the bott•. 
fart of the .. ,a, theft, •• the result of eca •• aaosrepby ntbar then 
of tbl wrtlllll• of tbe aociety. !ben taklll& • dapnaaloa year (1939) •• 
a ban and COJ41Ul08 it to a year of nc:ueloft (1958) also tended to 
eu.ggarate tba adveaee, for lasroaa ia 1939 van particularly vtctt..laed. 
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*lin•~ ~ upect of tba ,n ... l .. "*' olllcar:...t- bJ t.~ ... epiq 
c c•riaala ...-t editmalla~ toM. bece .. n : be 19J9 ft.aun• ad theM 
of 19.. ~ tbe D:p::!'lolaOlt of Labo= f-l.ts•JI'U t~elvu iaclkste that 
tba -Jw ~ ...., llllde dariQS Wi)l'ld Wer :r.! •;tb~ ~ uer:srte 'fl'OID 19!9 to 
1947 wa filii 0.4 per -t fro 'lego:oo sl.a,. te~ ~ · •• :! per ~F.ilto . ) w tbe 
po.cwu pe~od. tbe ~•t• of &1V&llee dc~cllt,a by· tliM tbide. •n .. u, 
-.t •I ~ .,t1.81.• ... lisa~!! l1pOil !J~• for \i&I~>8Ulo llbn tbe 
.... ,,r.,_wl•• .. Gld . OAE. a!:u £. t!!-7ldktl !~~l:!' ~.,.. fW.. ~ ~ft'ellt 
Popa~ua a.,oru, Y.eif't-eo \ . .,.. ~r •.a. s : ?f!r c~l!·.: .,f .,~,.. faiat.ly i_DeCiioie 
ia 1947.~ .57 flU cent in l~~2 4.1d tbea d'l~Liaed bee« to t'- 191t7 IM•lo 
by lfBI . 

• • .. 
Bat •~ ~tbollt tbeu ;;:~~~vtt~ " '\:;J, · ;:::~ f .,..,_t ~ J . 3":1\=:: ~::.e-.1p;~ r t bat tba 
U.d.t.lcl State• roa.d -· f.~Jr :9h~ic~;.,t~1i ! " tbfl .t.,"lt: i:i.aS l'liagt.'O wotan 
had NICbad 58 ~~ et~ Ot <.lM ~ t:•, ~ -'r.·~·• lev~-:. .:C. •Ubit~ w-_.N'Irn. 
A, cl ~ ·~ttou iJ :fw ,!.y 1:11;?-'.0:.¥; ·H•: ... n" ,,."'>' sf.:.;'lJ'JI:e!;ft of y.. 
Alnn·io~~.u ·ec<E~·· · · · 

.. ·~ 4' - ~ 

Pur _.. ~lAB._ ... :GO ;;.u the ~t.f'_, ~~.<:ell '\lo't_/'cnr-.:t :.ca!..:l<l , l :J tbe worn 
Join. A th"n - t:!- ::o i:S.;;a tn 11:-k :t~.-:i.l t;v~t!:, a~t. .. ~ o.:~-· 111naly 
lubeiat1118 widli.ll a CKOI.IIIllly cf !'OVe.,.·-:y aud a S')~1•tJ cf lllr)N or leas 
ote11 ~·· 1M ~-~H" 111 s~·:tw~ d.u.a; aad ct. "bird vllo 
ltft ln A~t;rthei'D oltlal, ..._ bettel"td -::..'WI!~ poe!J:ia. 'lwl-e~~ to 
tba ebanc:NPJI'8r• !>:¢ I:Jlllf •"' t" ~ ... ;. .. ,,,.,,'! ,_.Y~·IIS. Jo!l&o ~be .; )~" 
~itt bit by ....-111oll, nd tiiP.y .. u a 1.n cy cf'.ae l:::.nd l uat C'.ud fl:.::a? 
firlto 
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Unless s<llathing basic is done. the eituatlon will r e produce tteelf 
f~r years to eo~. 

Take • as an cx1mpl e , t h"l problems of aut01114ti')n . This has caused 
"stractur ul" un01lr,'icym.::ut tlwvughout t:he A.~rican 'Wiirk force, i .e, 
jet-a hav!l b<;!en dv.at:r;Jyed and oot just CelllPOt:adly 6U8pended, When 
th1.n herpo<"IS , the blow fa :ao dU!:!t·oport:i.Gnat ely upon the Negr t), As 
t bc l as t oi gni ficaut: g n <cy to eucer t he factor y, the Negroes have 
1(\{J ccr.ioril:y (if thl:y ne lu'!lky eMcgh ::o be i n union <>ccupstio:a) '-. 
and t~y ere ld-1 cfi f i rst, t.s oa.e Clf the !.ea6 t skf.lltJd gr oups i n tbe 
'Wcrk f<J't'ce 0 they will have the !\er•lest t.it.l' getting another jt>b. The 
"older" Negr o (that i£1 , ebo·;e forty) uHl c~rt£d.c.ly never fin:1 euother 
job a~ good , aad he may well !>e coudetaned tu •job instability for the 
rest of ld.s 1i fe , 

All of this is :L'Ill!ec\tace e!.l:! automat.ic . 1-: is doue withcut t he into:lr
ven::icn of a a~ngle ra,::t~:t ; yet it is a pr.ofound part of racf."'!ll in t he 
Unito1 Stllt'!!s , l:n t he long n t!:\0 t.we,•e:- , aut=ti:>n wUl :fOSe an e•Ten 
l!!ree~· r,r.ob lem, '.Che cew ecru~ t:•-:.o of AIU:.>.dt!<>i\ i uclu:;tey i s doing e.w&y 
v 1. !:!l cem'l- altU led jn!ls an<! d!v:l "!>&; the VI>X'!;:era iut" polar g:-eupa : the 
b1.ghly ~<l<:!.l led t echni-::t.anfl, : t,c ucek.Hled s•;a~pers ar.d janitors, the lott
[IAid worket~ of varh•u'l so:;vt.:~ 1.11•l::ctr.ias , Cha u::ato~p loyed. At this 
pnrt:iculAr p.:;~.nt ln tb.~ , t:he d '!f1cv~llcy in ol:ill ,and ee•l::.<~tf..:.c which 
AUJ.t-:: ~can ha:J i;a:>oRe:l ut:u>:~.~ the Nef:l'~ be~.l•tlC<J a eped.al bu::cou. It I'Jetl:'IB • 

to s:Jme casea , wi.:>t.ng cut the gains melee !Jy sami··skHlfd workers i n 
mass pr oduction 1udustries. Genet.''llly, it pr.•i.r.ts t o-.,llY.d the concentration 
o f Negroes i n eveo l c.we;: sectors of t!te ecouotey. 

MUch of this is "eutc.tMt: ic", that t c t h<! c?.,r.eqnerlce of an ec~IIOl!liC 
etr~ture whi~h has absorbed the conGeGu~n~~s of r acism ti~d thereby 
b\!rtG the ~1ilgto \'hethu tlle r,e 1a r~Hce gr not. H:t~ie'/1\1:, t t.<tre 1.a 
another aep9ct of the s1.cu~tt.'L~n which d~s involve conact.,us r llcism, 
In 1?60, ec"ord1.ng to t he l'<!:p'.)tt c.f F.erl·••r t BLU , 4lltJr Secret~ry of the 
National AssncUtinn for the ~·.bauc6t'OOilt of Cu.:.o:~:ed l'e::pie0 Neg•:oaa 
made up only l,o? flO!' cP.n!: o'i ths tr.tal lll'll!·h·l~ of app::enf;ices 1'11 t!>e 
e ccn('T!Iy. ( 'l.'he e~ac:: f~;~>J:::-e c.ff,.x•er: l:y H!.U b 119 t-ee'l dtF..J:>IIted; the • 
ahO<:king fact •..rhic11 be d"'o·: ri'!-.>es i.s c,r.<:·<!;<! tF,l:ID by eve::yol)O,) 'In short, 
Negr oes were be ing t'.or.!ed the poss:..!:J.ht:y of chaugi~g tboir plight, 

The mnin cauee of thta problem i s the at:tit~~2 of mnnp.goroent, which 
funclamentally d~tel:m.tnes h'tring poHcy. il' ll: ;.n t he case of apprentice -
ship progriiDIS , the labor m.:ver.IP.nt and t he federal and s tate agencies involved 
also boer part of the responsibU:tty. The exact assignment of blame has 
been a controversial s•.tbjoct recently, ye t no one has r eally questioned 
t ho ext s·tence of a problem of t remer.dous magnitude and consequence. 



Thull Ne~'S 1n the Unit~& !!1;atea.a re .co~centrat~d 1n low :f8y1n~ Jobs, 
u non-unlon jobs , in jcbs without s~nicrity. Hh~re tMy ~ union 
meooera, they have l.O'• senior ity. 'l'hey suffer discrimination in both 
h i ring and f'i:rin3 , a~d tl!~Y tend to bP. (!X'Q'.lped :u1 pccupations which are 
peculiP..rly V1.1l.oor.ablc to utt~mpJ.Oytllt}nt ('ln tl!e current recession, tbe Negro 
une:n:plc:y;ner:.t :rote is ove:t> foort.een :per cent, i.e. about tvice that of 
whi tee). Ar.d they are not 1lc~o."'.d.Dg the prime victiu:ls of the revolution 
in tcc!:moJ.ogy tal:ing place b the United Etates •. 

These facta shoul d make 1t possible to define the :peculiar characteristics 
of Negr-:> t~overty, its special rJj ne:roble pla~.e 1n tl:le gene::;a~ A:mc:-ican 
culture of poverty. Tha Ne~o f5.nds timaclf in tbia plight bet:ause of 
what h'ls been done to h:!l!! tl:JrO'..lgt\nut -Ameri<'.an history: . he bas ~en 
s:rstematice.lly preparca. for t alc! •1g t1B lr:ro~est position vithin the economy. 
In this .contaxt, t he pact vc i.£V.lt: upon the litegr.., prc~llt. Bv.t at the same 
t :lrrul , the Negro arrive:; at tl!:/.s iJ)lpal:l:l! at a part.ieuter tilne in American 
hiatory; not, as W'.IG tbe case for the great. imr.Ugrant wves, c1.uring a period 
of move.•en·~ west , of growth and c~ni:lic!l but. m•;hor when gro-Jtll rat.es are 
slacr..en!ng, when autcmatl.on is c1:at:-cy5: .t> th9 r.:ecbnniDlll whereby a man could 
gra'l'.zull:r work his way up tl:le skill llld::lr:r e'•en if he lacked educa cion. 
In this context, the pres~nt we:1.ghs U!X'a the ));P.c ·o future . If 'Lhe "automatic" 
t l'eu<la are left to tb~!r.S"!l"e:J , Am~~·ican ind4.atry will contilllle to prod1.1ce 
racis:a as ·a basic co.dlciodlty. 

I t lfOUJ.d1 hmrever, be a, ~istake to reaace ·the pli(ibt of' th<~ negro to '·a 
con!lequence of ·the workings· of unco:.:.sciou?· ec;,,nomi.c la'fs. ~ a~titulles 
and prejudices of. · Aniei:ice.n Sodety r<?info:.:ce the tend.eoc:r to 'keep the' Negro 
a~ t!:lc .bottom of t~ or.<.upatio1ltll stn\ctu~:c . o!\l:ld t~ f act. t~·t t~ · Negroes 
bnv~ the worst jQlJs, tbe lmrest .i<:lccimes, . the, l!IQ3t miserable neigbbor hoods, 
in turn reinforces rac~.&t o+.tl.tl:d'!:a. !t c:pnfi.ona al.t of the ster.ecrt;tpes : 
that Jlle~s are lazy, ineft'j e;j_enc, :.'tupid, an.d· ~o forth • . ,!'fc} only·~re 
these peor~e held dawn, a ma.1or.i'ty of tb,el\1 ut ;).cvels vell 'Pelow a::~y 
standard of decency 1 they a:re th"'n reviled for · being where· a~iet,Y ~t them. 

Perbap6 the eadeot way t11 ?ill.l>Oint the effE'ct 'Jf a non~!lutOmll·tic and 
consci:l'.!s :o:'llcism is to Silt wb.ai; l.ap:r,l•~llt: 1rhen a Wegr<..• does net an ed:~eation 
and. bce;ins to r~ove up witL1n l'.he E:C(~::\O:uy N,)r~n , Son+..Jl, .!!as:f;, and Wast, tbe 
pettel•n iG the &'III.~: Ne(lloeS are paid J.ea~· t'3'1D ,;hii;eiJ wlth the same 
educati_o~l backi!ru;tn:l.; . ar.d the more ~.>duc·at-.ed e. lles;ro, the more ·be is dis
crin;ioated egairult in thh :rq11rd, lleman !~L1.2 ::r , ore of tb., be&t ltr:.own 
auth.:Jritiea on income stat~.st.ir.s bas co:nput~.d t uat the vhite Southern college 
graduate ret:eives 1.85. t:imes th.a cQnlllE:nr.at:\!:ln oi' his lTeg;:o counterpart; and 
in the No1-th, the ~bite e dge :!.a 1.59, This kind of cituation i s the result 
of somethit!g more than au'tcr.llatic laws of tbe mar ket, for it demonatrates 
that the Negro is paid less even when he hEl.s tha skill, and that this aspect 
of divcrimi.tlution increases as he beeOCies educated. 

Indeed, the office is one of the ma~.n :::·oh~cel1l areas 1n the system of dis
crblilut!on. Office wc:ck is r egarded as :no::.-e persoool, m:Jre social tha.n 
the factory. To at least some cf the l)E:opl2 involved, integrated wo~king 
verges on the intecrat.~-.n of the ne:!gbbo:-l.J.-:lod or the home , anu it is resisted 
mightily. The re~>..~lt it. t ):at N<;gro2s are cut off f l "'11' edvs•lce;aent into the 
better payi.ng, higher st~ tlls jobs by s vall of ra.S:C.g?.lLe<ut aud wbite··collar 
prejua.ice . (In 1960, a:!..most a thi!'d of vhite vomen vere in thP office; the 
figure of llegro ~o~omen ws 8.9 per-cent.) 
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Tbiti ~· 1ao.l&ti«m tinda its ClAnlc w~eeion, ot· C(lUI't!e, in ·tbe . 
ghe·btc. · All a ni.ult of the· eegrep1lion ot nci·~rll:\ods, it is-posld.bla 
tor a city l.1Jte lfe-.1 Yo:olt tc liave a pqbUo po:J.i.Cif in tavor or integration, 
and ~t to maintAin a eyc+.r.m ot efft!ct.ive aegreption. In the me.-tif'tiee, 
tor e:xsu:rle 1 Nov YOl•it public achrJOl. a;yGtem t<Y.tk a look at i'beelt, Mvidina 
the schoOl II into Or7(p X wi i.;i1 a high con.-=tmtre.tion ot ~grcoe or 1'\lorto · 
R!eoma, ene. G!'O\Ul Y whe'Z'It. ti:C3 Negro and ~o !liean popi.,.e.t1.on was leao 
than ten~ ee:lt ct tlliHI~l~Ut ood:y. nle;y' found that tbe X schools Wich 
Negroes attonded wel'e ol.der and leaa adeqw1te 1 had JD:)re probationary and 
substitute teachero, more classes for retarded· chllaren and fewer tor 
bl1.S}lt ptWUs.. 1!:11s siT.uation had developed ~thin tbs frame'1!9t'k of a 
pqblic, lopl COIIIIIit.mant to i trtcgrated educ:e.l~1on (acme Btep-i have been 
taken to remedy thia situation, but i t is lltill basiC'.e.l.ly the · lll!l!ie.) 

Bllt the other 81'Wps in the U;Uted States live in gbattces llhl!n they first 
came. Inn•t this :Wir1llY a n.'petj.td'On cf the :pattern Wich obtained for tbe 
Irish, Jevs, Italians•, and. the other? 'l'l:le en.nmO'Je dH'terence here is one 
of vleibilll;y. 'l'lle' talented and ad'.~n'tlus 'lolh'l.te ~grant eou.'td establiSh 
a sto..-e outaide of the ghett:>, co-ald gat a better. Job aut:d.da. of. the ghettc, 
eve~all.y Could :riS3 in a pl"'fCII3iO~ OUtside Of too gbettc and then JtOVBo 
But' too Negro takes the si(lll ot ·tne. ene·hto with ·him WE!rever he ggea: · 
like tbe Jl!v un~r l'l'l.zhm 'U13!l:!".lng a S·ror of David, he is alwaya 1aent1tlnble, 
he W1ll al;roys excite 1dw.t F-"C.t.:ad:f.ce th<r.ro is. 

., . 
1!1lii become~ more of a problem the bic;her up in the econaey 0118 moves! '!be 
brigtit eon of an, imDigrant tam1ly lih? got an ecti•Ja'tion could begin tc move 
in the aociety at lArge. Re cwlJl be an Ir13h lawyer, or a Jevlsh doctor 
and bave Vbite1 Al:lglo-Be:xon PMte,tant cl1e:ats and patients. IlUt, outside 
~ 'govemmont oerviee and a · fe-.t othor aroas, 1.he Neg;tO pl'Ofessional is 
con:filied to the ·Negro wcrldo Even llilen t~ ia success,. racial llmits j,t. . . 
All of th1!1 bas bad a profound effect upon the Negro psycbo~gy. Salle 
theorists believe that Negro~" bave a 1mn:tr l.evel. ot aspiration, of ambition, 
than 'lolhiteo because of tbe1r pn.,1.t1on in the eccnCIIliY and in tho IOL'iety. 
Bu"e,1n a stuq of the .~ Y.:>'l'l!: Stqte Cn."U''iBo.to.'l Agaillst D:!.scl"l.m1nn>t.1on1 an 
even 111e>re ocri.,.ls e.U\Iat.5...,n ~ll C!r.s<:l'!l;~d: 9'1e 'tl1 ~~hicil lfe!P'O 'cl:lildren bad 
more a&pimtion than Wite"' fl\")111 t~ oo;:.e illc.;;ne level - but less O't a 
cbance to tul1'1ll thdr ambition. 

In this s'tuey, .Aaro!l Antonqvslcy and Melvin Le~r described the result as 
"a petholcSical condition .. . in 00.11' oo~!M:y." ~T'.!:I':J Negro chil.d, com1 ng frail a 
talld.l;y struotul'll, we foroed t.l reject tbe parents, and to put forth new 
and di.:f'i'erent ggale ~ himll8lf • At tbe same time as the level of aspirati.cn 
we thus higher than tbat of the wtto c.'U.ld.'an (vbo wuld feel the bitterness 
of tbeir material poverty less, since it ws DOt mixed vitb the dell%8dation 
of 1'8citllll) 1 their BllibitiODS were much morB unrealistic, for they continued 
to live in eseent1ally the same world as their per~nts. 

In a senoe 1 then is a symmetry in the social iizrP.act of i'ad.11111 in the TJnited 
states. White American keeps the Negro down, and then uses the tact that 
the NcBl'O is on the bottall of the pile as an argument for keepil!s ~ t here 1 
as a de1'1nition of vbat tbe NeBl'O Dature.lly 1s. On the one band, the Nec;ro 
is enaugb of an American to parti~:pate in the cult of success and of 
advsncement believing that he sboold rlse in the society like everyone else. 
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On t~e ctoor band, tlfe 1fe~ 11 !lo't e~ab. c-r ·an Aml!l"ican (bco!C'au-. the Vbitee 
will :J.-:>t" let him be} t~ pg.x•~j eipate i;'l t'he faefl; uf ri.z'..:~eas and advanc..-em:mt 
1D. pl'c:JPcrtion to Me mntoera. Prejudice end br::;.."Xld t:ron the 11h!t es jnin w:!.th 
i.t:I);loasible ub:lt!.on R::\d dic!Jlue:t .. oa fr(l'll m.'\!ly T:eg;:-oos and tog~her t h '!!y create 
a pa;:r.:ll'1loi!:Y .c.r rac1:1l!:1 1 .a t!i:)~iet,r of rac:!a::~, e'V9n when all the statutes eay 
very ni~(! t!licgn. 

This 'WMle ptor:e::s· ~ ecn."lo.'!lic ond soe'...al d'16c:rim'L':latton is 8 v1.c1.01G circle 
(tile c.:m;:ept or 1'.~c vi~:toua oh<r;:le w s ori~.D&J_l.y nut :rortr~rd in t!l.ts field 
by G>=r !{frdal ) . In t'll3 l aat ~rter or +te u.lne<xcn<;b cent1.'.!'Y 1 racist 
J..a~73 pla:fed an i:apo~nt pert ir1 e«l;abllubi:lg t.bi,e ~tte:m by ef'lccrt:lvely 
nullify.Lllg the f!lrn!l~\!..S+..>ry potent:tal ot t!le !Ji•r:t.l \i.xt.. Tooo:r 1 alnost a 
cent\:ry J..;tg:r 1 the :,,e:~rs are a rl!:l\l.ll. part; of tho p:o-;b:'..em, and t ho J?Qttsrn has 
bewo in:ri,;i t ut 10llllf.:he!l• 

AlJ. of t!l:tco can be e;;:;J?re&eed qt11te s:t.~l.y: that A::ier:l.t'a lmr..~ d.'li'!""C<$\! •a ... 
particu:tt.:;- Una of pove:ty toJ: i'c~ l'Bc131 min:'l:r.it:Les, t l'.at it win not let 
them l)t\'~ . Til is i:nJ,lvVG:rin~!lt h::oe~!t: a:1 :!.~mbiJJ:t:y t'> t aka ae.·.'Bntag'!l of the · 
OJ?po::-t.wd:ties of th<; S'3c1.et;r, ev~;n '<1?-,...,_ t hey tb ~..;.1n 1.1!>: If t~~ ~itu'lt:!.on 
is t'> oo ~h!lnged, i t ,.,:.u b" t'J.c ::ea.'Q.'.: of a ~'ii:.:tdv:! isll'l.ft-in :publ:tc policy. 
That is ·i;!le only fr.~ce stro:.~g en{l"<lt.h '.;o Cl::el ~ ·~b 'til:! a cJlllllalt si tu!\·ti on. . . 
cnc!! :t!: ie :reai.i7ed tllllt the ~roo~~ of tll:.~ N·~gro is tbc vr~'l:lt>.m of :IJ:lst::. t\ltion
al'!.;:cd lJOVCA"ty 1 U.!:::l til~ :rata c:f th.:l il<:l~ :l.ll ;tn~;t.~~:o:t.y m.'.xsd ll'ith the fate 
of the poor gello-:::a1.1.;t. !:! 1 f~Jt: instrn:~ 1 t !te oc..<:ndill of .Amel"i-:nn bousilllg were 
really challe~d 1 tl:lat ~d have an C."l.)!l!!()tlt! i:..'llSct upo;1 thta •l'hule pro't-lsm. 
Mi.G&l."C.b~ hO'IloWe :!.a :o>rohably the ltt.rg>:u(.:; si~:&'l e pr-Jbk".. of the :;111or generally, 
the fo:!:'ce that createo and reo;;-eatea lrJ'Iarly 1n e;encmt'LG:l atte1• generation. 
Sba:::oing -::14s pUgtrt wit:t all p?or P"~"Pl'~ , 'IOlJe Fegn add!! to it tba indignity of 
the ghe•.;i;o. !:! til<l:re '11118 a pt.\llic hou>J.1.ng progl)1lll1 which built the value of 
in:'~egrotion into it11 work, if' :tt Wl'>) d'3;;;1c.c-:l that t ba ghet to we to be erad1-
eated_i'rGm the cities of Am~-:-I.ca ,, i t ~~-,~ld mt•an mo1:e tllan decent bniising fa: tbe 
Negro. It woul d m30ll a fX'o01::a1 aauaul~ 041 ou:;: of the prliDe illllt1ren• ams of 
racism in Allier:!. can Soe:!.ety. 

On the Job, the ~H'\let1 • .m 13 l'le:rm-:p!: ov':lo u-o:ro <li:f.r.!.-,llt: 'l'he Negro is tbe 
m~6t 1nj·u-10:d v-.Lc:ci'll o:: au-t<j;,lo;~.hi.?n~ tl.c- !hgro '·typ::~" ae job is being da~royed 
at a ur.1cb fa:>ter nl'te ti:uL"l t;!w:;e in "Jc:.•.:h ~<l:r!. te "0-o:.."'kera a:rs concentrated. To 
deal w1 tll the whoM! p.t.JbJ.e:4 :!.~ {lO:l.ng ·~o raq;.;t:re an eno;m::so.u1 go\·er!llllelltal effort 1 

one 'llh1cb will i::.~u-Oil :f\mds for r~!:r<.!.n:I..ng1 ftl;':' a difi'er.!n:t type o.r e~ucati=l 
system, and for somo kind cr p~nri!ug of indu!ikl.al {ll'Ollth and lacation. 

In a sense, this tecb!lologl.cal. crlro.a n:ff'P..rs .AmAr.i.ca a Ulli<l\18 owortunity. 
For if the nation wero to attack the .Pr<:.blern as a whole, it it were to deal 
with st:ru.ctunl un~loymont , it could at t :O,c IIQQ.'! time change tbe poe:f.tion 
of the fi.:lgro wlth:!.n tllo ecc.nOJ!IY. A:::zy ~:o:1.0:l6 pr~ ai.,.ed at providing dis• 
pla ced workers 'l<rith skill and ?}'J;lorf,unity will auta:z:atic~lly heJ.p the Nelll"O 
a a a Heg;:o , i t it doeo no'~ contsin r.a.•~:l.st fv.rl;u;rea. T!le author:f.ty t o act 
a gainst d:leo:ri!nirJSt1 on in g.we1mcntol and gJirGrnment-reb~d eltJ)J.o;ymel:lt already 
eJdcts, If it is ccu::;>led v.l.t.h s pr:J{il'&Ll to deal with the conseqt-~~::es <-f 
autQD;a'l;ion 1 the lloeial g!lin w~l!ld Le C.:IO/.:t.?lSo 
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Yet, Olle wonders. Housing and aut0111at1on are two of the most 
crucial and contl.•over.aial problema of Amer1ean soeiety generally, 
As they ~c= I!!Ol't! 11nd more obvious in tbe late fift~.es, 
r•!H:Jist,o;m ·~e to thl.' effor~ required to daal with them incre.~eed. 
'l'he f01'.Jes of' cor.servatJ.am p;.·epnred for a bitter fight. Polit!cally, 
t lle !hgro :!,a a mL'lOrity and ctmr.eQ~'!ntly incapable of p.ttting acrose 
t heoo program'l Oil h1.a ow,l , Hi s f-.ri;e, ~a so of'ven happens in this 
IW.~ion ot' prc.fovnd "unoffifial" racism, depends largely on what 
t he white folks do. 

It , as is quite posoible, A!n'!rica refuuea to deel wit.h the eoc!al 
evU.s of stroctural ur.etr.:plc~nt an1l llli&erablo hons:lng, it will 
at tb:~ ea:n'.l time haVl'! re:<ar.-.il to doal with tbe p-:-cble:!l of race. 
'Ih~:re will be apel:lchefl r..n eqanl:!ty, the1-e will be good C011:t 
dec!s ious, anci :.he Uu:i.te.l Slates w~.ll move to .... ard a contstUutional 
def inition of Hr;ell as ~Vl!lpletely e~lite.:ctan. Tb.e Negro, from 
with!n his world of doublll pcvert:y {a1'11Cst a s if t .here we1-e a 
ra'X! claes ccndamne!\ to ~ poo:.-) w:n wa-ccll all thi.s bitterly. 
There vill be ocea:.io~l ce~.r,ion.i:icr.~ • ~rM.p;; the nP..xt one will 
be r~'llled in t-o~euty yeer.s wh~:1 t.'he Negro ru:3rfl seventy per cent 
of 'ths white wage l evel. B~o~~ no-;;ti.;:;g baste will 11ave changed, 

C('it.<: - Cnng;:-eM of Racial Equality 
3:.1 T'd1·<: i:<CI~', New York 38, Nell' York 
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