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The question of how American Negroes will use their present 

political power in regard to Africa was examined. In the area of 

foreign affairs, it is inevitable that Negro political p essure 

will be expressed mainly in regard to American policy in Africa. 

'I'his is as it should be., Information on how this process can best be 

guided can be obtained in part from a study of the past and present 

roles of national in the United States their 

"old 

The cultural gap between American Negroes and Africans is a 

result of more than the nrniddle passage$" It is at least equal to 

the cultural gap between Negroes and whites in this c otmtryo What 

Baldwin calls the fVwhi te man. 0 s fantasy" about American Negroes. 

applies also to the white man 8 s concepts of black Africans and may 

lead to tragic blunders and choices in the international fieldo 

Suggestions for Program 

I. Committees of experts within disciplines and vocations 

should be established to provide criticism of the treatment of things 

African and Negro in the media and government policy 

and reviewo A special group t() study methodology in African studies 

is also necessaryo 

II. Activities directed toward Africa should include the develop­

ment of working relationships between American. Negroes and the civil 

servants of the several African nations in this countryo Regular 

feature services about the American Negro should be provided for the 

media in Africa, especially in the areas of Negro history and cultureo 

pnlike the past, the American Negro community now has too little 

contact with African students, many of whom for the first time are in 

white colleges and universities. There is need of a conscious 

organizational remedy for this situationo 

III. There is need for activities directed toward American Negroes 

in the areas of American Negro history and African historyo These 

should include educational programs and teaching aids for institutions 

and organizations, and regular feature services for the Negro presso 
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IV. What effective political power the Ameri~an Negro has should 

be limited when operating in the international area o Africao In this 

regard, an effective lobby should be developed which should depend on 

research and relations with Africans in this country as sources of 

information along with the customary so rces (i oe. organiza tions, 

universities 9 bureaucracy etco)o 


