
O:M VILLAG near Somerville, symbol of courage. Fam-
Js t of Early B. wuua ho oarro ·1y e eaped death 

h. n h s struck by a bullet from hlgh·powered rille, late in 
Dec mb r. 

AMILIES WERE TURNED 0 111' AND BOYCOI'TED BECAUSE THEY VOTED 

In the southwest corner of Tennessee is a county named F :yette · ho so-uthern border rests 
on. top ofMis lppl. In tbl county, near a to . named Som rvlll a group of 22 .t n . tn 
which 155 people, all Negro, live on land belo lng t.o eg o far me . T tent city known a 
11 r dom. Villag " sprang up last fall af r egroes 1n :yette Coun had registered for the 
first time to vote. White land o-wner b an to Viet ent r and ecrop r . Un: .· Ung 
to leave the COUDI that bad al s been their .home, evictees began to camp out, taJd.ng th 1r 1am-
1lie into ten( whlcb wer in by individuals and group a soon as th fir n o1 th - c
ttons appeared ln the p.ress. 

T Y C OSE liRE DO - What happened hen. egroes regl Ted to vo e in Fa e e 
and Baywood co\Dltie , T n.n _see 

his 40 mJnute long .. play record is a factual doc"Umentatton of hat b_ happened 1n south.-
. e TelUle . . v ral peopl ho li\t1 in. th s counU s t 11 fir band bat has 

taken place. BxcellenJ to play for groups. Order !rom Operation Freedom address: 
1U1 Dayton ., Ctncinnat114, Ohio. $3 po td. 



MORE AND MORE PBO~LE SEND GIFTS AND LOA 

Once the Idea of sending gi1ts and loans was ci.J!culat.ed, numbers of peo ~e became int-erested 
1n par ic:l_,pat:i.ng". Money was made avallable for plank floors for tents 1n Freedom Village; floors 
were laid In February. Loans were cbaMeled to several !al!mers in order to ieep ,them fl'lom 
losing houses and farm equipment. A N!volvlng loan was developing. People bOrroWipg wePe glad 
to sign notes and to pledge themselves to repay when able, so that others mig'ht borPOW bom this 
fund. Rent money was p:Fovlde-d for a courageous wbJ e couple w o had stood by tbe Negro regis
trants and whose b iness has dwindled to nearly nothing. ThiS manneP of meeMng the emergency 
came to be called operation freedom. 11 

The population in Fayette County is 78% Negro; 1n _ ywoo<f it i 62%~ WlUte Ctuz-ens Counelis, 
m~ting in churches, bad put into tbe hands of white bu iness and profess~onal people the names of 
all Negroes who had registered. uBoycott these people," was tbe order they ga.ve, 110r you - ll 
yours.elves be blae ed and boyco ed., Some Negroes wbo own stor-es could no longer buy aFtt-
cles fro-m wbolesaler,s, so were fol'ced out of business. Even health se-rVices were closed to 
Negroes. 

Asserting fcreedom in Montgomery had meant riding in any part of a bus. In Little Rock it bad 
meant going to school unsegregated. In North Carolina lt had meant eating at luneh counters. In 
Fayette and Raywood It means ll&gis.t,ering to vote. ~1\e prime mottva~ion among those who became 
eager to make gUts and loans was that of wanting to help suppol"t this assertion of fi"eedom. 11We 
are sufferillg/' said on tenant farmer who had been served e...tctlon papers and sul>jected to tioy
cott, "but we won1t Jlun away." When he received a loan wrilch 1n Ule nick of time kept him ro 
being dispossessed .of bls farm equipment be sUd 1n gratitude, "Thts is a ireedotn loan." 

INDlVlDtJALS' AND GROUPS FIND 'WAYS TO HELP 

After ,the ft.r t news of tlle evictions and boyco s liad appeared, churches and other IJI!Oups 
acr"Oss the country shipped m food and dothlng. More tents we~e proovtded. Sever l indl duals 
and smalil interested groups went -to mit the counties, bringing 6ack news of the!JI xperlences. A 
·team of three men from Pea,cemakers went during the first week in January: Rev. Maurice Mc
Crackin from Ohio, Rev. Ross Anderson f11om Geo~gta, and Wallace Nelson from Pennsylvania. 
They helped one fumer who, because he could not make a payment, was to lose his farming equip
ment the following da.y. ~hey went back home to spread the -news that financial help should be sent 
lmmedi.atel~ to these fa,milles wbO were suH ring loss of houses, jobs, far>m equipment, bustness 
equipll\ent, and ho were unable to buy gasollne and many otheJ! items necessary to carry on their 
work. 

"OPERATION PRBEDOM" BECOMES NATIONWIDE 

Because Of a gro:wi_ng interest in tliiS app~roacli whicft a llniited number of people had been mak
ing, an orp.ntzt.ng meeting was held on F;eo. J6. Operation Fre~<torn iS now naUonw.ide

1 
ineol'po:r

a«Mi under the ·State o! 0 o. The stated purpose o! the group so 1ne.orporat~d reads: 'To prolllQt:,e 
brotherhood es~iaUy by helping to seeurc e economic condUions conducive fo the free exer!Cise 
of clvU rights. 

All money eontrl uted to Operation Freedom goes directly to the need 1n tbese two counties, 
none of it going to defray e~enses o( the plan. Operation Freedom has officers and a coordinat!llg 
committee. But it s no stall. Travel, IUeratvre, phone calls and other expenses of this kind are 
bein2 met bv the individuals and groups wtlo have volun eered to work together under fh1s plan of 
channelmg f,unds to the counties. 

At the or:ganiztng meetings -held in Cinelnnat11n February, nine residents of ~e ; o coun ies 
were present: George Graves, O~l!l Sander,s, John McFerren, Re-v. June Dow<ty, Mrs. Betty 
Douglass, Countee Wilkes, Dudl&y Sanders, Jesse Jones, Mit. Bowles. They participated in the 
proceedings, were 1n agreement with the corporate dects.~ons~-and are activ ly engaged in helping 
Operation Freedom to function. 

Richard Baley, who tias been living in these coun ies for several weeks as CORE'S TeMessee 
representaUv; , and who wa_cg present at the organizing m~ting in Cincinnati, bas consenfed to be 
come tbe liaison person be een the ttro, ~coun es and the ~ee-person committee of Operation 
Freedom. On · e basts of the quest.i'onna.ll'es whieb are coming l.n, count}' comJnittees in consulta 



tlon wi r. Baley mate requests in th order of need. Ope ratio~ reedo.m 'W1ll MVe final 
deet ion and w1l1 write ch.ects to the 1n<Uvidual on the ba81.8 of money available· at the Ume. 

OPERATION .:FREEDOM IS WORJONG 

Operation Freedom begbmlng now .to loan at the rate of 2% .lnt rest. Tbose J>ece1'91nlloans 
sign notes stating th 1r J.nte,n _ on &M purpose to pay; aDd elt crop are collateral. Where pos
stble all loans are ecured b land, .houses or equipment, However, Operation Freedom wUl not 
foreclose on crops or possessions. Though it J.s the est iDtentton of both the farmers and Op-
eration reedom to r~na loans. aueh uneertain le .as e Jn th1s sltuatloo make it lmDOsslb e to 
g1 e an absolute guanntee of repayment. In the midSt of gi'eat deprivation, tact of freedom an<1 
unkno- futures ·m these counties, we must all proceed in tbe spirit of t itb. and mutual trust. 

$250,000 18 NB D D IN TB SBBB NOW 

Planting season 1s here. Almost aU of the people Involved in the boycotts are far:mers. Ap
proac'btna apr - ~de th m sbarply ~ re that 'Without tbelr eustoln&l"y crop loans _ ey _- ulc! not 
be able to raise a crop. To get money 1n tbe spring for planting and Uvtng untU harvest and to pa.y 
baC,k ln th fall _ standard procedure throughout the eoutb, and something th se farmer .ba done 

cb y _ ·• But tb18 year w eo they went to the nts, the - said NO. SO ebody baa to y 
YES. 

Because government loan agencies work tbl'ough local county o1flclalsJ and because the. local 
oUtclals and their back rs are determined to drive . egroes out, :no help from the Red CroSB or 
Peden! a,cenct bas bee or ts Ukel,J to be a vaill.ble. A tar as can be det mbted, Operation 
Preedo.m 1B tbe only group· e:f!ort whicb exists for ratsing mon.ey to a· sure planting of crops tb1S 
year. 

Of all the needs in these counties at the prese:nt time, crop loans are tbe most wgent. $250,-
000 1a n eded. DurinC and follow1rlg th plantJ.Dc s aeon r W1U be a QOntinu.lng :and coll8'ta!it 
nee<l of loanS .from Operation Freedom to avoid foreclos\D'es on property and equipment. 

ARM RS, RENTBRS, SBARECROPPBR.S - ALL NBBD CROP MONEY 

Mmy Negroes own their land. They are not affected. by po tble enctions, exeep wh re. they 
m.ay be ~upon to bouse so e Of the enctees. But the boycottB, .b!ch ba e cobl to be. more 
serious econom.Jcally than the evtctlonsJ do affect . They cannot plant ess loans to pur-
cllase s ed and f rtW.zer are e available. 

detach and to OP :RATION FR EDOM, c/o Re . Maurice P. - cCne . 
1111 Dayton st., C!nclnnitt 14, ObJo . ·37M) 

--------- - - - ----------~ M ~ ------------ - ---------------
I · b to partiCipate in OPERATION FREEDOM. 1/we enclose check lor$ __ _ 
Pl e consldet thl D a gift 0 a loan to the revol loan fund. 
If ,J'OU are loanlbg money to tbe \O'ld (1tith the understand.lng that tb.er e 1 .no bsolute guarantee ol 
1 . r~) please f111 out e following: 0 1This loan ls for an 1nde11olte period o1 ·ttm 

0 I wo d like this loan repaid ln _ yeacr s Name ________________________ _ 

Ad4res~---~~----------~----------------~----~--------------~--------Date ____ _.._ 
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