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CONSTITUTION 
OF 

llliW ORLG/Ul> 
c.o.R.E. 

All of Sept.ellmer 1960 

Article I, ~ 

'l'hLa Organization shall be knoll as the New Orlearu~ Congreoe of Raoial 
Equality, Ino,, .-ad shall be abbreviated aa CORE. 

Art.icle II, Purposes and Nature • 

The purpose !or which this organization bas been fomed and for 1lbioh it 
existe ill to moliah discrilll1.nation baaed upon Skin Color, Raoe, RaHg:\011 or 
National Or.\cin, stressing non-violent, direct action 1118thod8, 

Article III, Memberehip 

Any pereon who subscribes to the ~see or CORE 1111 sat forth 1n the 
National Constitution and·who is villliii l.bid8 by CORE Rules for Action 
and meete the requirsents of the local group ill entitled tO Ni&xilhlp, 

Active Jllellllbership shall not be available to any pereon llho (a) auooiates 
himeelt :w.l.th any other group or organization which expounds a phlloii0Jlb7 'tihiob 
is iniJII1oal or in contradiction to the !lmdDS~tal principles of COREs (b) 
pereisrently violates the CORE Rules for Aptiop; (c) attaapte to llllbvert the 
CORE group through allegiance to oi;her groupe or organizations, 

The CORE group shall consist of IICtiTe lllabere, probate lllallbere and 
friends of CORE, A probate member ie a penon aeeld.ng full memb8l'l!lhip 1 a 
fr.lend of COBB llhall be a pereon who partioipatee 1n ct.onetratima, teate and 
IIHting, Or gi.Tes finical ueistance, but dose not desire to become an IICtive 
CORE IIMIIIber, an IICtive ...t>er ill a pereon that takes part in all CORE IICtivitiea 
and lleeting and deANe to be m active .-iler, 

To beoOIUI a lllllber of CORE a person IIIWJt (1) have been a probate Jllllllber 
for (4) four weeks or a friend of CORE recularl¥ attending 11188tings and d~ 
trati01111 for (4) four weeks, (2) be interri.ewd and inatNoted by the IIMIIIberebip 
ooad.ttee, (3) All. person IIIWit be voted into the group by 2/3. ilojority ot pneEilt 
and votiJlg .-ere of the gl"'up, (4) Attend (4) four regular CORE Meting and 
participate in at leut four de~~~on~~trations, teste or negotiations, (·5) Any pereon 
missing ( 3) thrll!l ooneecutive ll88t1nc without a voild reuon ( subject to ~proval 
of the group) ill autcaaticall¥ dropped fraa the rolla. 

OnlT IIUillbex'll of CORE NY bold oftioe, QDlT lllllbere ay vote for officere 
and on questions involving (1) CORE Polley, (2) ~te or change in Conetitutior. 
and ~. or (3) Take part in diiiCUIIIIing ot CORE Polley, 

In uttere involving direct action projects, all pereon tlbo have been IICCepteC 
1111 participants by the CORE group or chosen by the as puoticipants are 
entitled to vote on procedurea, tactics, etc, , l8llbere may vote 
should the group consider that .. tter of polloy are involved, 



' 

~lemborship may '!le revoked 1f t hr oo manber s so requost1 and after a hearing 
by t wo-thirds of the; meri:Hlr s c.f tho membership canm:l.ttec voting1 vote for e,x .. 
pulsion. /.ny per s 11n so expe.llod may appeal w:l. thin thirty days t o the National. 
Officu for referral of his case to t .1e next mect.ing of t he National Council or 
Convention of CORE. 

Should any person be admitted t o octive membership by tho l ocal group ond 
his membe rship f ound to be in cr c.!lict with the RESTlUCTlON CN HlilJIDERSHI! in 
tho Nationf.ll Constitution or CORi::1 e l!!:!fl:osop!~1 it she.'Ir be held that hie cd,.. 
mission wao thr<l\ll¥1 e.rror ond ther ef ore void. 

o(' 

hrtiolo IV mms JJID FINJ.00£8 ~· 
Tho fiscnl ycer shall begin on Juno lat. ond end en the following May 31st. 

108 rnpy bo pledged by ecch member or t he finoncc ccmmittce may offer a plon l 
'l.O the (!roup t o collect dues, which would be subject t o the approval of two- I 

t hirds of the vnti ng me:mbers. 

) llddit:ional funds may be r aisen through ftmd appeals, donations, social and 
~her ac~ivitios. 

Artiol , V • OFE'IC RS AND ELIX:Tl ONS 

The office rs of New Orleans CORE shal l consist 
Financial SOCl'Otary, 8lld C• rresptnuin1: Seorut a ry. 
add~d as the gr oup grows m1d tho nued arises . ) 

DtJrUS OF TH& OFll'lCEilS 

of Ohail'lllon1 Vice Chaimen, 
(Other officers may be 

The Chaizman shall presi de at meetings end shall have the authority t o 
appoint all camrdttees, t o appoint spokesmen for the gr oup action projects, and 
-~o cast the dooidin!t vote in tho event oi' o tie. He shall be en ex- offic.io 
rncmoer of ell oornmit t ees except the nominatin6 committee . 

The Vice Chni:nnr.n shall t ake over the duties of the Chaimen in the event 
of his absence . He s!1f.lll per.ro:nn euoh other duites as may be delegated to him 
by the Chaiman. 

The Secretary shall take mirut cs of meetincs and keop e record o.r nll CORE 
activities . 

The Corresponding Secretary shall be responsible f t'r all col'l'6spondonce 
and tal<o over the duties of the Secretary in the c.vent vf his absence . He 
shall perform such other duties as may bo dtilegotod t o him by the Chairman. 

Tho Financial Seoretery shall bo responsible for keeping c financial reo
ere! and making reports ot roi!U14r i ntc..rvola, ff'l' k .. epi ne dues records and col 
lb~~int~ duos f r om each m~mbur, and f or m~intaining a bank account and issuing 
chucks. It shall be require that t ho ChainJ.-ll i ll t ., cntmt;.r'.:Ji~n all chocks 
alsu. 



, 

ELm'l'IOllS 

Notice o£ ~actions must be sent t~ ~lo member ship at l east two wooks be
£or e the said el ection, and t wo notificoti:ms are preferabl e. 

A Nominatinc CommittQe appointed by the Chairman shell prop~ a slate of 
officers. Addit ional n~mineti~ns may be made from the floor, Election shall 
be by socrot ballot. /, plurality (majority) of votes c :Jst shall constitute an 
elect ion. 

Thoro Illllllt be a quorum present before action cnn be taken on any matter 
which r~~uiros the vote of activo members only. A quorum shall consist o£ 
those presc;nt at o reguJ.r.rJ;,r announced meetin(l U it is at l east 5~ plus one 
~r t wo thirds of the members in good standing at a specj~ealled mooting. 

In tl1e ovont an o£ficc becomes vacwt it may be 1'illed by appointment 
or Spociol. Election, The Chohman with the ajireement of t he Vice Chaiman or 
t he mornbership cotnmittee shall have t he power t o make SJid appointment. 

ARriCLE VI , fomE.TD(lS 

CORE mectins;s arc not open t <' t ho public and only membo.rs 1 prob2.t Mllbors 1 
friends of CORE and indiviclu!"tl s invited by a l!l<m~bcr hnve t ho right t o attend • 
Durin~ discussion on Mattors invc!Vinc di r ect act i•>n prcj ects or CORE Phil• 
oscphy all pcrsotls not acti v"' memb .. rs in goOI.l standing sh~.ll be asked to l eave 
t he r oom. 

The distributi on of political and / or r ;..lir,i .:;ue litl)raturo and the liter
ature of other flroups is prohibited iJnmcJatol.J· b.:for e , during, or imr~ediate),y 
1ftcr CO,t;;: meetings and dunonstrations. Hcvever , any r <iprescntnti ve of another 
organizctic n invited t o apeak befom CORE may distribut e the li t oraturo of the 
organize.ti<•n ue r~.opresents. 

ARTICLE VII follENDhENrS 

Notice ol' chnn0es in this ccnBtitution Illll8t be sent to the member ship f or 
two consecutive w ... -k,!! bef ore such changes are to bo voted upon , Amondl!lents 
shill be incorpor ated into this constitution upon approval by a majority of r.,, 
thirds of the mfllb ... rs voting. 

a M I Jt l wJUl Jl :-; $dtM H I~M Ul MlHHI . ~HH:IJ tl ~t 

.. . .. . . ...... _.., .. . - .... 
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(AI1ENDHEHTS) FU1UIO!.fS1) 

An Executive Ccnnittee•ehall be formed. It shall be composed of all Officers. 
00111111. t tee Chairmen and two ( 2) person eleQted at charge. 

(l) Set up Agenda 

(2) Disciplinary Problema 

(3) Handel internal ProbleJilS 

BY-LA1JS 

AlJ. meetii'J8 will be closed, Accept the Fourth Thu. of the month. 
(Exception) - upon Consent by the Group. 


