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COORDINATING COI'll'IITTEE 
208 AUBURN AVENUE, N. E. 
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JAekson 5-1763 

STATE!1Em' SUB!'liTTED BY THE STliDEilill' NONVIOLEI!it COORDINATIID COJ.g.jl'J!'fEE 

TO THE PLATFORM CO!'ii'!ITTEE OF THE NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC COt!liENTION 

THURSDAY MORNING, JULY 7 , _ 1960, LC6 ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 

HR. CHURMA.N am r.~bers of the 1960 Democratic Platform Colll!llittee : 

I am Mar ion S, Barry, Jr . of Nashvil.le, T'ennessee ami 1~th rr.e are Mr, 

Ber Jmrd Lee of Hontgomery, Alabama, ami Mr, John Hack of Darlington, South 

Carolina. He appear bef ore YPil as elected representati ves of the STUDEI'Il' NON-

VIOL~lT COORDINATD~G COHtflTTEE, Hhich is composed of studemlts from el even (11) 

Southern states, Maryl and, ard the District of Col umbia, 

We also r epr esellllt the t hinking of t housand of Negr o !lmd ~o~hite Ameri cans 

who have participated in, and supported student efforts that have been character-

ized, generall y , as Sit-Ins, but ~rhich i n truth 1~ere peaceful petitions to the 

consci ence of our fellow citi~ens for r edress of the old grievances that stem 

from racial segregation and discrimination, In a larger sense, 1;e represent 

hundreds of thous ands of f r eedom loving people, for ~o~hom our limited ef£ort s 

have revitalized the· great American dream of "liberty and jus tice for all . " 



r. 
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WHAT THE STUDENT NOVEl1ENT IS 

en February 1, 1960, . four freshmen left t he campus of A & T College in 

Greensboro, North Carolina, toTent to the heart of that city, and took their seats 

in forbidden territory - the lunch counter of Hoolworth , Inc. I n a sense, this 

" as the beginning of the student protest movement . But tile threads of the quest 

for freedom <and human dignit y reach much farther - back into the days of 1955 

when thousands of t~egroes walked and the buses of J1ont:gomery, Alabama ~rere under 

-
The threads of freedom form the basic pattern i n man 1 s struggle t o know 

himself and to live in the assurance that other men will recognize this self, 

The ache of every man to touch his potential is the throb that beats out the truth 

of the American Decl aration of I ndependence and the Constitution. America >ras 

founded because men were seeking room to become. 

We again are seeking that room. life ;rant room t o recognize our potential. 

lole •rant t ·o ;talk into the sun and through the front door , For three hundred and 

fifty years, the American Negro has been sent to the back door in education, 

housing, empl oyment , and the rights of citizenship at the polls , We gr.etf weary • 

Our impatience t~ith the to).(en efforts of responsible d.dul t l eaders t"as manifest 

:i,n the spontaneous protest demonstrations 1fhich, after February 1, spread rapidly 

acr oss the entire South and into the Nor th as sympathet ic students sought to 

display theix o~m disatisfaction ~tith race r elations in the Uni ted States, 

Tile m~ement is a protest and i t is an affirmation, l•Te protest and 

take dir·ect action against conditions of discrimination, ~le affirm eq)lality 

and br otherhood of all men, the tenets of American democracy as set forth in 

the Constitution, and the traditions of social j)lstice ~rhl.ch permeaite our Judai.c -

Christian heritag~. 
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1•1HA'l' THE STUDENT H,OVEI·IBNT IS Nor 

The ~tudent movement , despite the accusations of some public figures , 

is neither Communist- controlled or inspired, Such charges are unfounded and 

mereq serve to·heighten t he t ensions 1-1hich must come in any social change, To 

label our goals, me.thods , and presuppositions "corrmunistic" is to credit CollilllUniam 

Hith ari attempt to remove tyranny and to cr eate an ;1tmosphere 1-1he·re genuine 

·communication can occur, Col!\llnlnism seeks po;rer, ignores people., ~V'.d thri ves on 

social conflict, ~Te seek a cOllllTI1lnity in 1~hich man can re.al ize the full meaning 

of the self tihich demands open relationship •.j,th ·others, What 1-1e, the. parti ci-

pants in t he movement, have in common are our beliefs in the dignity of the. 

indivi dual, our hope in the democratic form of government , and our devot i on to 

our homeland, 

1fflY HE ARE HERE 

vfe appreciate the opportunity to appear before. this Committ~ut TTe 

are conscious that 1-1e cannot adequately bespeak the hearts and minds of those 

'ilhom 1;e represent in t he alloted ten (10) minute:t: 

i1e must ..aJ.eo state frankly that tve are interested in something more 

than a strong ci v i l r i ghts plank in the platform to be adopted by this conventi on, 

~fa.~s are old enough to remember , and others have ob.served through studying 

the records, that/ all too often, such plank·s seem devised main)_y to 1-100 electi on 

vot es, and then, for all practical purposes, are forgotten , , 

\Ve are hero today to ur ge the leaders and candidates of the Democratic 

Party to stop playing political football •nth the civil r i ght$ of ei ghtoon inill:Lon 

Negro Ameri cans and to take forthright and definitive action \ to make American 

. I 
citizenship a vital and living reality to all, regardless of r a>ce or creed, 

racial 

·, 
vie are hea-e 'lio ask leaders of our nation t .o face up to, the rea1ity that 

\ 
discrimination is America's number one social issue, and ·that , our 

l 



national govertunent. llD:lst. assume responsibility to guarantee the fundamental rights 

of all ci tizens ~rithout discrimination, 

vle have come to urge· that this convention not only speak to these iss)le,s 

but pledge· itself to see that the full t<~eight of the Fede.ral government is used 

to eradi cate our national shame, Jim Crot<~, .and second-class citizenship, 

HB~T DO NEGRO STUDENTS \</ANT? 

The ques.tion has been asked, "What do Negro students want?'' CUr anmrer 

is firm and clear: ~re want all the. r i ghts, opport unities , and responsibilities 

enjoyed by any other American, no more, no less; and -,re t~ant these things now t 

BecausE!' of t.his, thousands of young Negroes have faced abuse and mob action; 

more than 1600 have been arrested; some have spent as much as sixty days ~ jail, 

and all have faced charges from disorderly conduct to conspiracy to r estraint 

oi' trade, 

As . .citizens we are .. :i.nf;erested in the total civil rights .isSJ1e.; . but as 

students, we .have specj.al interest in four (4) consi.d·erations. They· are : 
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III 

IV • 
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Ed).lcation " that th e legislative and executive branches of government aet 

firmly and immediat ely to impleme!lt the 1951., Supreme Court decision against 

segregated' public s chools , 

ElnElo;vntent l/ that t he Federal government set the J>ace for equal job 

opportunities by us 

that Negroes 

ing the existing s t atutes and executive orders to see\ 

ired 1-r.i. thout discri.m:tnation on federal jobs, and jobs areh 

where federal contr acts are held, 

, Voting V t he unhamp ered ex:eroise of the franchise for all citizens., 

I.e!ljal Protection V against violation of the .constituti,onal rights qf freedom \ 

of assembly and fre edomto petition peaceably for redress of grievances, 



' .. 
I . Education 

n 1956, t le in the way 

the law o the land. " 

In six years since the Supreme Court ruling, states have executed pro• 

grams whereby the la\1 could be circumvented thro11gh token and nominal integration: 

Today, 94~ of the Negro children of school age have not been integrated into 

public schools. The 6% who have fought their way thro~h courts have been 

subjected to public humiliation, mob violence, and nan action, America cannot 

continue to let such illegality go unchecked, 

REOO~ll1ENDATION ~ 

l?tle urge that the members of this Committee endorse a plan to with-bold 

Federal. fUnds .from any school system \ihl.Ch has not and lrill not begin 

integration now, 

-~:By the same principle, we urge tilat the Federal government offer .full ' 
' 

technical assistance and .financial aid to those areas in which honest 

efforts are being maae to end segregation in education, 

-!!FUrther 1 we urge ycu to insist that the Federal government re'quire 

areas where discrimination in e.ducation continues to submit concrete plans 

to end this discrimination. 

It is extr 

receive th 

leaders \ h ads of fami : s that 

he public schools of Ameri ca. 

all justice, ~re urge the adop-tion and implementation 0! a plan of 

act.ion which will give me~ to the ~rords "with all deliberat e speed," 

Integration of 6% of the school children iri six years is a denial of these ~rords 

and a mockery of the Supreme Court. Aside from the fact that it ia law, .school 

\ 

\ 
' 



integration i;; t he be-,i.=inE of encounter bet ween persons; consequently, the 

beginning of communication >~hich is essent ial to the practice of social just ice , 

II, Employment 

Equal chance for individual economic advancement is one of America's proud 

boasts , Negro youth, like other youth, dream of jobs and "making a living" ; but 

for them t he dream is too often fl'aught ~o~ith di sillusionment and despair . Dis-

cr-lmination i n employment is not limit ed to the South; but there it is accentuat ed 

and defended by local custom. Tr ained and skilled Negroes have almost no h,ope 

for pr ofessional employment, except the l imited number of jobs in segregated 

facilities ·. Thus, many college t r ained Negr oes are of.fered the "mop and broom'' 

~men seeking employment in private industry. 

State and municipal governments offer not t oo much more. Even· in 

Federal facilities, jobs ere limi ted by local administration. Yet, there ere 

statutes and exeouti ve processes through ~1hich the Federal government could 

start immediately to guarantee: 

Equal opportunities on Feder al jobs 

Non- discriminatory empl oyment by firms holding government contracts 

Maki.ng a good living is basic to msking a good l ife. Negro youth 

cannot make its fullest possible contribution to the future welfare and security 

of America if job discrimination continues. At a time l·lhen despotism and 

nuclear pc~rer thr~aten beth the existence of a free w0r~9- ~d that of aey ~1orld 

at all, it is essential that Ameri ca uti lize her full human potential. 

RECOMJ-ENDATION THO 

We, therefore, call upon this convention to accept responsibility 

for decisive action to~rards a Federal fair employl'!1ent law, 1;i,th adequate 

enforcement machinery. 
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III, V otin?, 

The r ight ·to vote is basic to a democratic government.. 11 , , , Governments 

are instituted among men", the Declaration of Independence stated, "deri ving their 

just powers from the ccnsent of the governed" , Yet today, ninety (90) years 

after the passEJge of the Fifteenth Amendment, many Americans are denied the 

franchi-se because of race. This is be;i.ng accomplished largel y through the 

arbitrary interpretation .and application of complex voter- qualification laws, 

literacy and education tests, that frequently have been en. acted for the express 

purpose of thl'larting the Negro voter. 

But even more shameful than the legal blockade are the extra-legal 

harassments to -which potential Negro voters have been and still are subjected, 

/(J, l Economic reprisals , threats, physical violence, even death are part of the pa.ttern, 

~ !Presently, in Haywood and Fayette. Counti es, Tennessee, persons are denied the 

. 7 right to buy gasoline, farm supplies, and even medical aid because they are 
"'\ " ~A 

, ' ~ Negroes and are tr;y"i.ng to register for voting. l'o such conditions there is but 
~ ;·-"' ' 

one answer - the right to vote must be assured and protected by the Federal 

government , 

RECOl•IJ.lENDATION THREE 

~ence, we call upon all political candidates to pledge themselves to 

work to strengthen and implement the 1957 and 1960 voting legislation and 

to work toward a Constitutional amet:~dment that will ~ncourage rather than 
. 

discourage ever.r qualifi ed citizen to register and vote, 

*furthe!r1 we urge imnediate action to provide self-government to the 

voteless residents of our nation's capital, the District of Columbia, 

IV. Legal PrOtection 

It has been amply demonstrated that the white South is not avers~ to sub­

jecting the Negro to law; it only cbjects to including him under a co~on law, 

Nothing is more frustrating to a young Negro than to be barr,ed from 
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spe.nding his money in public places , But it adds insult t o injury to l;le j.m:ited, 

even urged, t o Sh?P at a store, buy ·at all counters. , , EXCEPT the lunch coun·ter, 

because of the color of your skin, 

\1e ·have been fal sel y told that the la>r forbids white · and Negro eating 1 ever­
t .oget her, or that the la¥r forbids giving service to Negr oes in "white·" eating_) 

establishments and department store lunch counters. Often, it is. not the lat~, 

but it is " local custom" which is being used to prevent the Negro from receiving 

his r ights . 
I 

In the peaceful attempt to demonstrate our dis.sati sfaction ;lith special 

lat.'S for Negroes , we have be.ert arrested, conVicted and jaiJ:ed. Then new la115 

have suddenly been enacted, denying the right to ass emble, and petition for r e -

dress of grievances, the right to be .secur e in our homes .• and the ·right to b e 

free of excessive bail and excessive fines , 

l•fe have been met wi th the "protecti on" of the poli ce, • • i'ire hoses, Itt/' 
clubs and tear gas. In many places, local officials have panctioned the policies ~r­

of rabid Hhite supremacists and have actually deputized members of such groups , :J7 
Of the so-called Reconstruction Amendments , only the Thirteenth (XIII ) 

has been carried out. Enfor cement oi' ·state lat;s of segregation and disfranchise-

ment have negated the others . Time is far overdue for making real the citizenship 

r ights guaranteed by t he Fourteenth (XIV) Amendment . 

RECOM}JENDAT!ON FOUR 

We , therefore, urge the leaders and candidates o:f this convention to 

pledge that the basic pr ovision1.1 of the Part III of t he 1957 Ci vil Rights Act 

11ill be enacted i nto a l at; that makes clear t hat Negroes are citizens of the 

UNITED States ,and that "No state shall make or enforce any la'IV •rhich shall abridge 

the privil eges and immunities of ci tizens of the Uni t ed States." 

Surely, the Ameri can government is not powerless to make good this 

promise of mor e than ilinety years ago, 



CO!{CLUSION 

On July 4, 1776, tl;le Continental Congress, adopting the Declaration 

of Independence of the United States of America, created a nw potenti al for 

life and libertt. On July 16,. 1945, the explosion of the first atomic bomb 

at Alamogordo, New .Mexico created the. possibility of death and ensll)vement 

We stand today betw~en these great turning po;i.nts in human history, saying 

that America cannot fail in its responsibility to the free ~rorld, vle .must be 

str ong, Civil def ense and economic poHer alone lrill not . assure the c.ontinuation 

of democracy, This democracy itself demands the great intangible strength o£ a 

people able to unite in a common endeavor because they are granted a- common 

dignity, This. challenge cannot be met unless and Wltil all Americans, Negro 

and·llhite, enjoy the full proinise of our democratic heritage - first class 

citizenship, Dedicated to this end, 1;e, the students of America, must continue 

our movement , 




