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To ~ 

From : 

BRANCH PRESIDENTS OF THE NAACP 

NAACP V8TER REGISTRATION COMMITTEE 
404± Nor th : -:; cond Street 
Ri chmond 19, Virginia 
John M, Brooks, Director 

Ju ly 15, 1960 

Sub ject: VOTER SERVICE 

STRIKE WHILE THE IRON · IS HOT! The ho ttest news i tem today i s 
the carping November presidential election . This election and 
issues offer each branch an opportunity to add more •~s~t to its 
voter registration drive . 

This is also a good time to answe r t he few "do 'nothing" 
people you find in every commun1ty who say: "All t~1e NAACP wants 
is memberships and freedom fund monies ." An swer ti'i.em by promot
ing a down-to-ear th and much needed VOTER SERVICE. beginning now 
and continuing through th e presidential election: 

1. DISTRIBUTE THE VOTING RECORDS OF ALL CANDIDATES 
FROM YOUR AREA RUNNING IN THIS PRESIDENTIAL 
ELECTION~ November 8 9 1960 . {Each branch was 
charged to do this in a resolution passed dur
ing our 5.1st Annual .'Conv ention i n St. Paul, 
Minnesota . This resolution was passed by the 
unanimous vote of your convention delegates . ) 

You cannot be biased . The NAACP po 1i ti ca 1 
ac ti on program is non-partisan. Our Washington 
Bureau located at 100 Massachuset t s Avenue~ N W., 
Washing t on, D.C . , Mr. Clarence Mitchell, Director 
will send you vital information concerning nat i onal 
candidates upon request . 

2 o Send speakers to the churches and other community 
gather i ngs to urge people to go to the polls. Of 
course, you wi 11 n eed a large Speakers Bur eau. 

3. Have your mi n isters declare a NAACP GET OUT THE 
VOTE SUNDAY and preach a sermon on citizenship, 
prefe rab lyj the Sunday before the election . 
(They may take up a collection for your project.) 

4. PUBLICITY -- MOST 
IMPORTANT!! Rega r d
less of how sma l l or 
la rge yo u r endeavors 
may be p send the 
sto ri es of al l you r 
activiti es to the 
local papers p radio 
and t elevision 

~---'--~ t a...t i on s ? - I f y 0 1l---'

look ha r d enough, 
you will find a cap 
able person in your 
community who will be 
glad to write your 
press releases o Make inquiries 
among your school teachers and · other 
professional groups . flood the town with elec
tion data and vot i ng information under the BANNER 
OF THE NAACP . If you don t t have a mimeograph 
machine tnere are many churches with machines who 
would be happy to let you use their facilities. 

-I· ( )· 
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BRANCH PRESI DENTS - 2 - Ju l) 15 ~ 1960 

The nature of our voting s ervi ce calls for t ?; e 
invol vement of a large c r oss sect i on of peop .. e . 
Th i s is the answer to a frequently asked 
question : "How can we cont act and ge t more 
people to be interested in our NAACP p rog r am?H 

Here i s a perfect situation for your branch to 
offer a concrete service to the l a r ge numbe r of 
voters in your community . This contact in tu r n 
will enable you to preach the NAACP gospel t o a 
large group of people and also help you ul l 
them into othe r branch activiti es NO BRANCH 
IS SO GREAT THAT IT CANNOT USE A CONTINUOUS 
SUPPLY OF FRESH BLOOD ~ 

5 ~ GET OUT THE VOTE ON ELECTION DAY. We wi 11 be 
glad t o send you, upon reques t, informat i on 
you will need concern i ng how t o organ i ze an d 
conduct this part of your program . 

Don Yt forget . Start now to serve your communi t y i n ge t ting 
out the vote on election day in November . Your wo rk wi l l spread 
goodwill for the NAACP and wil l answer the c ritic s who say : 

I:::J Q\)~ 
v~ ~ T TH-E- D ~ ----

"A 11 the NAACP want s is 
membe r sh ips and fr eedom 
fund mon i es . " So 9 · start 
now to bea t your d rum 
for a l a rge t u rnout of 
Negro voters i n Nov embe r " 
Each d rumbeat wil l also 
sp r ead goodwi ll for the 
NAACP , 

In order f o r us t o give 
you a ll of t he se r v i ce 
poss ibl e ~ we wou l d appre
c i ate a l it tle no t e f r om 
you gi v ing us your c om
men t s a nd the futur e 
plans of you r v ot e r 
r egistra t i on prog r am. 

START THE DRUMBEATS IN 
YOUR LOCAL COMMUNITY BY 
THE IMMEDIATE ACTION OF 
YOU AND YOUR VOTER 
REGISTRATIJN COMMITTEE. 

NAACP VOTER REGISTRAT ION OBJECTIVES: 
1. Make every Negro adult a registered 

voter. 
2. Teach them to vote inte lligently . 
3. Get them out to the polls on 

election day. 


