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S~ENOTH TI:J UNf:TYl N~gro.es in other Southern cities have brought an .end to 

segregation in servic~s and _. employment,. by working together. The boycott has 

~-

p'roved to be the Negro's most effective weapon 1:-n: the struggle for immedi~te · · 

recognition of his ri~ts .• 

·-}~SUCCESS IN ·NASHVILLE* 

Nashville, Tenn. ----,.--·-------- .... -
·n.esegregation of· downtown lunch 
counters and ·the 'hiring of Negro 
white collar uorkers in Nashville 

I 

was brought about through a Negro 
. - .. bo.yc.ot t of the dov-mtown area. 

STUDENTS STAGE SIT-INS 
Demands for .the end of discriminu~ 
tion began with sit-in demonstra-

. tions staged by Negr.o .s.t.'udeY;t.:t;,.s 
from colleges here. The studentrs 
requests for service at segregated 
lunch counters led to massive ...... 
arrests of the demonstrators. 
Ovrr1ers and managers of the stores 
involved in the sit-ins met the · 
student 1 s charges regarding the im­
morality of segregation by denying 
lea~ership r esponsibility. One 
spokesman for the merchants de­
scribed the nature of their business 
as such that it was "most impracti­
c al for a small group of st·ores to 
assume the role of leading- s.uch a 
social change ." 11 This i s a student . 
affair," the merchants said, 11·1 ed 
and organized by outsiders . Our 
customers are not student types." 

\ . 

. . 
.cording to. o·ne Negro spokesman. . Mass 
meetings and .churches als.o ~elped, · 
this source.- reports. "We would ask for 

· all those present who had not spent 
any money downtown since: the_. begin.- .. 
ning of the boycott to stand up. In 
most cases, the entire audie_rce or . 
congregation w<?uld rise." 
The Reverend Kelly f1iller Smith, 
chairman of the Christian Leadership 
.Council ' stated, "Our ground .for the 
boycott is simply that ·it ·is morally 

· · '":lndefensible for· .. Negroes · to cooperate 
with a system we consider evil and 
which we are trying to change • 11 

DOWNTOWN SUFFERS 
Nashville's businessmen began to dis­
cover what a Negro boycott meant. 
Customers ·from within a distance of 
75 miles of Nashville were staying 
away because of" the sit-ins. The ab­
sence cf Negro .customers meant the 
loss of up to 15 or more percent of 
business for most stores. Transit 
company volume fell off sharply, 
along with nmvspaper advertising and 
dmmtoW!l parking. Finally, a large 
number of whites joined the Negroes 
in their boycott. Nerchants were 
alarmed. They appealed to the city's 
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NEOROES BOYCOTT DOWNTOWN .• 
Nashville Negroes countered by boJt'·­
cotting all stores in the down Lot~.n 
shopping c:trea, including those with­
out. lunch counter~s • . ·The .. bQJ[.~o.tt' . w-as 
m~~~t~~ned . fo~ nearly seven weeks' · 
at about 98% effecie.ncy, according 
to merchant 1 s estimates. The· boy .. 
cott was kept ··alive and strong 
within the Negro commuQi~y through 
11 ma:x:imum use" of the t elephone, ac-
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white leadership and to the Chambc:1· · 
of Conunerce .. , ... · 11 But they didn r t do a 
---- thing," said o.ne merchant, 
"even though they knew 1ve were hav-

. .. i.ng, the economic - ~ - . being beat 
out of the downtown area.. 11 Sai.d 
another merchant, 11 \rJ'e had to change 
whether we t..rante d to or .not." 
MERCHANTS REQUEST NEGOTIATIONS 
hThen it became clear that there was 
no other way out, Nashville's bus-
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iness men requested negotiatiops 
vri th Negro student and adult leaders, 
The businessmen asked that the 
Negro lcadurs be n ~uly represen ta­
tive" of the Negro community 1s 
thinking, and not just Negroes of 
prestige. Negotiations began a,fter 
some informal sessions, during which 
merchants stated that ·they were 
agreed 11 to cooperate wit.h the inevi­
table." It was found that the white 
ccrnmuni ty was not so opposed to de ... 
segregation as the merchants had at 
first. believed. And, as one mer- · · 
chant expressed it, "we discovered 
the deep feelings of the Negro men and 
women W1 o live and work here • 'lllis 
wasn 1 t just a student thing," 
NEGRO DEI:IANDS UET 
A plan for des'€gregation was dra\':n up 
making use of the police department, 
sympathetic nevrs coverage and church 

groups from _the white · carumunity. 
At 3:15 PM o~ Tuesday~ Mf¥ 10, 1960, 
small groups of Negroes calmly 
walked up to the lunch counters in 
six qowntovm wtores and sat down to 
an historical afternoon snack. 
FEACE, PROSl-'"ERITY RETURN 'ID NASHVILLE 
Since that timej cases against 63 of 
tl1e students involved in the original 
sit-ins have been retired and it is 
reliably reported that the remaining 

... cases will be disposed of in a s:im:i,. 
lar fashion. Another result of the 
sit-ins has been the hiring of Negroes 
as vh i te collar w rkers in sane dovm­
town s-tores. I;3usinessmen report that 
merchandise sales are booming, Mer .. 
qhqn ts admit to having be en vvrong in 
predicting dire consequences to inte­
gration. 11 It has all ended,n said 
onet nwith the pleasing sound of cash 
regJ.sters ringing up sales," 

Tne Nashville story is simple, It is the storyt AJf Negro determination and 
Negro unity••••• ~-lHEN TliLL THE ATLAl~TA STD:RY ~ ~-IRITTEN ???????'??????????? 

VffiY FEED JI11 CRO;Y? 
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PANEL DISCUSSION: 

--- ___. -

RADI 0 PRCGRAM: 

':ihe Student Movement and. You 
Jul;,t 24J 196o -
7:30 PM 
Zion Bill Baptist Church 
}ll(:.Daniel and Georgia Avenue 

~t You Should Know 
July .-.24, 1960 
3:05 :tM 
VIERD 
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Room 105 
197-~ .Aub-urn-Avenue1 N• E• 
Atlanta1 Georgia 
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