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STATEMENT OF PURPOS~ 

The folloto.'ing Statement of Purpose "as adopt ed in Rale i gh, North Carolina, 

on April 17, 1960; at t he first general confer ence of student movement participant s: 

We affirm the phil osophical or religious i deal of nonviolence as the 

foundat ion of our purpose , the presupposi t i on of our f aith, and the manner of 

our .action , Nonviol ence. as it grows from Judaic-Christian traditions seeks a 

soci al order of justice perme.ated by love.. Integration of human endeavor re

presents t he crucial first step toHards such a society, 

Through nonviol ence, cour age displaces f ear; love trans.for ll'<S hate. 

Acceptance dissipates prejudice; h ope ends despai r , Peace dominates i<ar; faith 

reconciles doubt , 1-:Utual r egard cancels enmity, Justice. f or all overthrows 

injustice , The redemptive community supercedes systems of gross social immorality, 

Love is t he central motif of nonviolence . Love is the .force by' ~rhich 

God bi nds man t o Himself and man to man, Such love goes t o t he extrer..e; it: 

r emains loving and forgiving even in the midst of hostility, I t matches t he 

capacity of evil t o inflict suffering with an even more enduring capacity to 

absorb evil, all the whi le persisting in love. 

By appealin!j to conscience and s tanding on the moral nature of· human 

existence , nonviolence nur tures the atmospher e in which reconciliation and 

justice become act ual possibilities, · 


