BACKGROUND
[From its inception in 1938, the House Un-American Activities Committee
(HUAC) was used by right-wing, politically-motivated members of Congress to
persecute and punish trade unionists, civil rights activists, peace advocates, and
free-speech defenders. Though ostensibly for legislative research, HUAC public
hearings were primarily used to smear and incite retribution against those who
held opposing political views. In 1958, HUAC held hearings in Atlanta to attack
people opposing segregation as Communists or Communist sympathizers. Carl
Braden of the Southern Conference Educational Fund (SCEF) and civil liberties
advocate Frank Wilkinson refused to answer HUAC's questions about their
political beliefs and associations. For refusing to cooperate with the committee
they were charged with "Contempt of Congress" and sentenced to serve one
year terms in federal prison. See House Un-American Activities Committee:
Bulwark of Segregation for additional background information.]


















