
~ A c T s (}l THE SOU.u:E.'Ul !IEGRO VOTE 

This ma tarial is tak:on fro:a: 

(a) 1-la.rgar~ Price ' s The Negro V6tcr in tho South, Published 
b~ uta Southern Regional Council, 1957 . 

(These facts are based on tho 1956 general election and tho 1950 population census) 

l, Thera BI'O o;stirw.tcd to be u1 9801 000 Negroes of voting ..go in tho South 

2. 25% of eligi_blc Negroes vote at pn.scnt in tho South against 60% registration 
among eligible whi to sauthornc.m . 

3. SU% of the potcntinl Nogro voters nro in ll southern states 

u. In 1947 thoro wore 595,000 Negroes I!Ogi£tt!red in the South 

!}. In 1952 thOl'O t~o:ra 11 008,614 l~ogroes rogistorod in tho South 

6 . In 1956 there HOl-'C l 12JB, ooo Negroes registered in the South 

7• Based on best estimates available, the following i s the number of Negroes 
registered in the various southo~ states : 

Texas . ........ . ......................... 2~ J {)()() 

O.oorgia . ............................... . l63 J 389 
Louisiana . ...................... . ... . .. . 161, 410 
1fl.orldn. . ........•.••....•.........•.... . 1.48 J 703 
N,..rth Carolina •. ....................... • 1:35, 000 
South CL!.rolino. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 99, 890 
TanJ1esoe12 . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • 90 J 000 
VirginiA. • . • • • • . . . . . . . • . . . • . . . . . . . . • • . • • 132,603 
Arkansas ................................ 96,677 
Alabama . • . • . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53, 366 
~sa is sippi . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20, 000 

B. The hi{lhcst pcrcrntago of Negro Rcgistrl!tion (16%) is ;in Lo~sirula . The 

lOHcst -fs in l'f.ississioni (less than 2%) . 
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H O W _M_A N_Y' ___ V Q_T E S 
DO ES IT TA KE 1 

Horo than t.t.rico as mn.t\V votes wore re
qlll red to elect " congressman from the 
North than from the South in 19.5'2. 

*'~ The South cast less than s~cn Millie~ votes to elect 9a representatives . 

·~'* l'ho North East end Middle Atlantic States cast more than eighteen million 
to elect Ll3 representatives . 

** Only 72, 900 votes were noederl to elect a oongrcss~~n from the Southy----

- While 160, 661 votes t·mre cns't. t.o elect. one from the Nor th East . 

DISPROPOR'ITONJ\TE VOTING PO\JER OF THE SaJTH 
----CO!lG!!ESSIONIIL liT.ECl'ID!l 1952---

Represcntativos 
Soct.ion Votes Ce.st Elected 

South •.•.•........•.••.•.• 6, 706, 796 
Border States ...........•• 5;845,342 
Far vlest ................. . B, J69j 773 
Middle vfest .........•..•• 18, L5l,h70 
I~ or th East Md 

Middle Atbntic ........ 18 . 1771 000 

92 
53 
51 

ll7 

113 

Votes Per 
Representative 

72, 900 
ll0, 289 
lh7, 1B9 
157' 705 

1,60, 861 

CUl:'taillncnt of t he Negro vote is " big fuctar in tite one-party ststcm~ af t.ne South, 

Southern reproscntat.i'<es exc:rcise nationaL legisl 'tiYe po-.rors fa.r out of pro-
portion to the numbar of votcrE they represent . Yeo- end -.nd yea,r 01.1t, the same 
Southern congressmer; arc .;;lec"ed> I!Ild ':lle!'®y gllin ~he scniori ty neodud to serve 
as ch.airmon of stt~nding congressbr.a.L c~ttees . 

Commi ttec chail"!llcn ;,i.dd grant p9Wcr. 'l'hcy eM stl!ll, or even block legis
lntion. As chail'J11an of the Senate J11diciary C()jrl!!littee, Senntor Eastland of 
Mississippi boasted that he kept a civil rights bill in hia pocket t.o prv;ont it 
fraF~ bcing acted. upon , 



THE ENTIRE SOUTH l'iFFJ!:CTED 

The perccnt~go or Southerners who vote is 11ell b~low the natiolllll average , 

V. O. Key in Southvrn Politics ip State and llation studied :primary And 
g<.ncriL elections .from l920~ti'l. HoSou.nd thii:t"by any strmdlu'd, precious few 
Southerne1·s exercise the rights pf citizens in a democracy. •• 

He discovered th?.t , i:: T.Jt(O pericd surveyed, "lJsually less than 30 Jler cent 
of all citiz~ 21 years of age and over vote for govornor in Democratic pri
marie5 in T'!o~t Scr11thom stt\tt's . In !cur states-----Virginia, Georgia, Tennessee 
and J..labl\llla---tho rate of p!lr\.ioipation averages less than 20 per cent. 

'!be Kay study sho1·rod that about fi vo times as large a proportion of the 
o1.ectora1.e YOtod for g~~Vornor in tho goner!U elections of Chic Md .New Yoclc as 
in ~bernatorilll primD.rics in Vir~..nia . The New Yo:rk rate was about twice thnt 
of l'cx.."lS . 'Key found t.lurt. oven fC:wfll" Southerners "Vote for U.S , Senator: For 
e>cample, 'Vc.t'lllDnt cirtuall a one-part· state h~ nearl. 65 er cent tUJ'TloUt 
of eligiblu tot&rs in the el!lction of n Sene>. tor in 19 , ·.mile /J.abt1m(t had 
sligllt~ L.!se then 20 per cent. Rose;;;.rch showed th:!t "Northcrrn one-party states 
esceod e South ~~ electori"~ interest only in lesser d&gress than do ~wo-
p ty stat..es." 

For Y"ars tho -:b:~~.ncc of n C'lntcst ror the S\l\rth '.a t~l~ctoral vot<>s result
ed in an exceptionilly lOfT turno\\~ for pl'Csidontial elctions . Howevar, in 1956, 
¥hen there nas s f~r ~ore spi~tcd ba••lo, the region still did not re~cnd to 
the semc degree aa the rQst r.>f tho United States . TOO .lssocioted Press report
ed that. ~he t.ot<~_l V<1tc in tho .ne.t,ioo c!'nsisted of 77 .I... per cent ot those 
registered and rcprcs~.nted 6o.L per cent of t.~c cst-iJnii:\.cd c1;yil:ilm poptil.ation 
Qi voting ~gc . In •he 11 Southurr, statoa P. roxim~tcly 70 ll&r cent of those 
registvrcd votE>d, rcprc.:;cr. ·llf( M y 9 per cent o gi le population. 

TilE SOO'Ill MUS! .BE SAVED FROM. 'IRE D.'J'-c.'.GES o• TBB ffilL-1'AR'l'Y SYSTEM. 

REGIS-I ER-VOTE 0 
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