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A 11 o v e r the w or 1 d m ':l [{., -:.l n r e v o 1 t . 8 g 8 in s t s o c i 81 and poi i t i c a 1 

domination. The age old cry for free1om and human dignity takes on 

a significance never experi en ced before. For 1n a very real and 

i r;1 p e 11 in 8 s en s e n o m 8 n , n o n a t i c n and n o p a r t of t he u n i v e r s e i s 

an island unto itsElf. 

AsiA's successive revolts against European imperialism, 

Africa'r; present ferment: for :independence .• T!ungary's death struggle 

a c 8inst communism; and the deter;:;!ined drive of Negro A:nericans to 

become first class c itizens are inextricably bound together. They 
mankin&:. . 

are all vital · fa ctors in determining v:hethcr Twentieth Centur·y.f'Jill 

crown its vast material f:8lns with ths achicver:Jont of liberty and 

justice fo~ all, c r whether it will com~it suicide through lack of 

rn oral fibre. 

Because Americs is en G of the two most powerful nations on 

~ar th and, ov e n more, bec aus e our power and our prestige are pledged 

t o fr ee dom and civil libert i e s for the individual and constitutional 

government for tho nation, tho unresolved problem of Civil Rights 

bcco~~ tho mo st crucia l issu e of our culture. This is so be cau se 

the nation, in proclaiming fr "Jc clom, shines as a b e acon of hope for 

the opprcGsod of thu world and yo t deni e s oven elementary democratic 

r i .... h t s t o i t s 1\T c g r o ml n o r i t y . 
·-< 

But b e yo nd this mora l e mb arrassmen t, 

sll of tho nati on' s institutians r e main stunted and frustrat ed by 
~ . 
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tho contradiction between what America practices and what America 

proclaims. 

The church has the high taslc to providd the American people 

with moral leadership. And while the major denominations have 

spokon out clearly for brotherhood, the task of many local churches 

is made more d iff i cult by the l'iJOr al compromise in part imposed upon 

t h c m b y the C i vi 1 R i gh t s c c n f 1 i c t . · 

Even the Congress of cur land is shackled. It is unable to 

enact urgently needed social legislation. Federal aid to education 

and increased social security bi.lls for the benefit of white and 

NeGro pcoplb die in con~r css ional committees because tho division 

over Civil Hights permits 8 Sli1Dll pol~tlcBl minority to capture ·and 

control tho legislative branch of our national govornmant. 

Thus tho entiro nBtion suffers becr:uso our democratic vitality 

is s appod by the civil rights issu e . This is oven more true of the 

south. In her unwillin~n e ss to accept the Negro as a humsn being, 
' . 

tho [jouth hr;s chosen to remain undeveloped, poorly educated Jnd 

e~otionally w2rpcd. 

Through recent Supreme Court decisions, declaring that 

discrimination based on r aco violates the Constitution, the issua 

has boon joined. There is no tur.ning back. Tho nation must now 

f ace the reality that Am cric~ can n eve r re alize its vest economic, 

social and political pot e n t ial un t il thJ struggle for Civil Rights 

hai been d e cisiv e ly won. 
.,. 

no arc convinced that the grea t majority of whit·o Southerners 

nr c p r c p 8 r c d t r_~ D c c u p t n n d [; h i d c b y tho S u p r o mo Law of t h c L D n d . 
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Thoy , liko us, ·w an t t o be l ow -ob i d ing citizens. Yc~ El smEJ l l but 

determined minority resorts to threots, bodily assaults, cross-

burnings, bombing, shooting and open defiance of tho lEJw in an 
I 

nttompt to force us to ro t r e ot._i But we cDn not in cleor conscience 

turn back. We have no mor a l cho ic e but to continue tho st r uggle, 

not for ourselve s nlon c bu t f e r oll Am erica. ~o hovo the God given 

duty to help save ourselve s ond our white brothers from tragic self-

destruction in the quagmire of racial hat e . w~ must continue to 

stand firm for our right to b e first class citlzons. Even in tho 

face of deat.h, wo have no other choice. For if in carrying out this 

obligation wo Dro killed, others, mora resolute even than we, will 

rise to continuo the drive to free the United Stat~s oftho scourge 

of racial conflict. 

In dedication to this task, we call upon all Negroes in the 

South ond in tho nation to os ~ crt thGi~ human dignity. ~ o ask them 

tc seck justice and reject ~ll injustice, especially that in them

salvos. Wo pray that the y will refuse further cooperation with tho 

evil clement which_!~~it c. s th e m to collude Dgoinst thornso~vc~!!: 

return for bits of potron og c . We know that such an ossortion mny 

couso them persecution; yet no matter how groot the obstacles and 

s~ffering, wo urge all Ne gro e s to r c joct segregation. 

But for bG yond this, we coll upon them to accept Christian Love 

in full knowl c: dge of its pow e r to d e fy e vil. \·l o call upon them to 

und e rstand t hat non-viol enc e is not 8 symb ol of weakness or cowordicc, 

bu t: 8S Jesus do!'lwnstrDt cd , lion-viol ent r e sistance trans.fl:orms weakness 
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into strength and broods courage in face of danger. Vla urge them, 

no matter how great tho proyoc~tion, to dodicDte themselves to this 

motto: 

"Not one hair of ono head of one white person shall be hnrri10d 11 

We advocate non-violence in words, thought and deed, wo believe 

this spirit and this spirit a lone can overcome tho decades of mutual 

fonr and susplcicn tlu1t hov e infcs ted c:md poisoned our Southern cultt.:r( 

In this same spirit, we place the following concerns bcfor"a 

white Southerners of goodwill: 

l . n o c o ll up on w h 1 t e S o u t he rn c h r i s t i on t o r e o l i z a tho t t ha 

treatme nt of Negro (s _is o bosic spiritual problem. We belie ve 

t h ~_; t n o l ·: g ~ J. n p pro ~ c h .c n n f u 11 y :r:~ '-- d G C!'L o r a.~ e c on c i l e :110 n . · 

·:;c urt;c the n in Christ's name to join thastruggle for 

justice. They, · os lndividuals, can begin now: 

(a) By working . to sec that all persons, regardless o.fl ,color 

or crcod, who seek tho saving grace of Christ are 

accepted as equals _ in their churches. · · 

(b) By encouraging schools and college~ controlled by the 

church to set on example of brotherhood. 

(c) By spa oking out in moral torms · and by acting on the basis 

of their inn e r convictions, nnd accepting as Negro 

Christians, . nust, tho cons e qu e nces of tho Christian 

imp e r at i v c . In t hi s VJ o y t hoy may v.r a ll r c d u co t h a vi o l c n c c. 

dir e cted toward the Negro co mm unity ; restore ordor and 

hasten r e conciliation . 



major chclca may nc lon=cr be scgrcgntion or lntcgrotion, 

but un~rchy or 1~~. ~c rc~inj them thnt con~unltits contrcl 

the ir ~c3tinics anl~ 0hen crdcr prevails. Disorder places . 
' 

oll rnojor dccisicn3 in the !1nnds of stotc or Ccderal police. 

·.·:G c1o not p!'c£'::.:r ::his, f~Jr our ultimotc <Jim is to win unde:--- · 

In a profound sense, tho law-

lcssncss .... ,,,1 Vl"'"'lrYlC .. ' ,...,Ul' prr,...,lr: 
tJ;.- ...J- · - .. ""' '..) ··· -· .. ~ ..... fccc is blood upon the 

' 
l1~nds of Southern C~ristion~. ~ar too many hDVC silently 

stcocl by 0 • ·i r' l I · t .. ,, .• 1 i L ~ o S [1 \1 - .• ·- ,_ n .. l.!1 0 l _ L J stolks over the southland. 

~c implore men of ~oodwill to speok out for law ond order. 

As citizens EJnd [.;s rq)!" (;ic nt~tivcs of cquo1 right.s movements 

r.~ ll o v (; r t h '.: s c u t 'h ~ vJ c c r.;n n :: t i gn or c t h c vi t a 1 r o 1 e tho t go v e r n r1 en t 

could ploy .in c~sing tcnsi~ns ond in helping Negroes secure their 

ccnstituticnol ri~hts. 

I~ recent y~..; ~rs th ,_ .Judici~:l Er~3nch cf government hos behaved 

1 n c: r c _s p c n s i b l c n n n n c r . E u L n c t ~d. n c c 1 c c on s t r u c t i on d ~l y s h o s the 

congress p~sscd :.:!ly civil rights lcgi~loticn. Since 1952, the 

Executive Dr1nch ho~ nat cl~~rly given direction to millions of 

c o !If u s c d c i t i z c n s c n ·1 u .:. ~; tJ s n s r c J. r~ t in g t o c i vi 1 r i gh t s . 

·:;c; thcrc f Drc h~!V C c::<LL.:d upc::-1 th-: Executive Branch of our 

go,Ic..r:lr!cnt in ._, the fr:llrr1 in c- n ...... !"'Y)Cr •-' . ,., • ~ •• •. · - J-.. • 

1. Todoy this csnfcrc~c c wired D0i ght D. Eisenhower, President 

· of the United Stct c s ~ oskin,g hi:-:1 to cCJmc 3cuth i::Jncdictcly, 

to l'1nkc o ;:tnjCJr speech in rJ r.lf!jor southe rn cify urging alt 
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southerners to acc~pt nnd to obidc by the Supro~c Courts 

decisions ns the lew of the .Lcmd . · · Vic further urged him 

to usc the weight of his grcot . cffico to point out to the 

south the moral noturc of the probl~rns posed ot horne and · 

abraod by the unsclvcd civil rights issue. 

2. 2o ·elsa ~ired Vicc · rrcsidcnt Nlx~n ugring him to mako o tour 

of the south ::;ini.l:·:I' tc the tnc he mode on bGholf of 

Eung~ri::m refugee~ ... c told hin1 th:::t through such a trip he 

could report tc th(: President and the Ar:10rican people tho 

eccnonic boycotts, [md repris nls, Dnd bombing ' nd violence 

.directed ogoinst the parsons ~nd h~Qos · of Negroes who assert 

their rights under the sonstitution. ~c further indicntcd 

thot th:usonds cf Negroes h~d fled Mississippi within tho 

lost ycor with no Qor~l or fin~ncinl holp fr6rn their 

govcrnncnt. 

3. In light cf tho Suprcnc Ccurt decision in trrinsportotion 

nnd . the Attorney Gcnorol's, Docc~~er ~acting with federal 

district nttc:rricys fr~.:tl the · s8uth, we today roquostcd that 

l1r. Drc\·Jncll gront ron interview with roprcsontativos of· thi3 

conference tc discuss the raspcnsibility bf the Deportment 

cf Justice in ~nintcning order in several araDS whore Negroes, 

~nd uhites wh: stcnd up f~r justice _fear for their livos. 

':Jc hove mode this 0tot..:ncnt, believing that tho trials of the 
< 

present nrc net in voin. Fer ~c ere convinced th~t .if Nogrccs cf 

tpc s~uth steodfastly hold ts justic0 3nd ncn-viclcnco in thoir 



struggle fer frcc.dcn, n ::lir::~cle will be wrought--from thio pcrisd 

of tntcnie GGciol conflict ond thnt o society based en justice 

nnd equoli ty for oll, will groduoll~.,. er:!crgc in the south. 

Then VJG shnll oll be e;JOticnolly relieved ond frucd to tun1 our 

enori_3ics tc r.wl:in0 Anerico trul:,r "The 1 md of the free nnd the 

honG of the brlJVG. rr 
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