
't1 ecla~tt.tio-n 
BY WHITE DELEGATES ATTENDING NATIONAL NEGRO LABOR COUNCIL CONVENTION , OCTOBER 27 AND 28, 1951 

The National Neg ro Labor Council reproduces this statement o f pr inc ipl es 
whtch was Slt£ned by most o t the white de !e ga tes in a nendance at our Found­
I ng Conventton because we consider it an hi s toric milestone in the rela­
tionship between Negro an·i white workers in ,1merica , an.l a long step fo r­
ward tn the common effort to u·eld the firmes t bon•ls of Negro-white unity . 

In an approach that is entirely new to the Ame rican Labor Movement, the 
white delegat es at the National Negro Labor Council Convention not onl ~ 

ject any concept that they are called upon to lead and instruct Negro work ­
ers in a fight fo r Neg ro ri gh ts, but in a self-critica l mood spell out 
the r esponsibility of white workers in fighting to bring othe~ white work­
ers to the support of the Negro peopLe . 

We feel that this document deserves the serious appraisa l o f every trade 
union lea ·~er, Negro and white, in the American Labor Movement . 

--------~----~~------------------

In vast areas of the world , the whi t e man is on 
trial . The colored peoples of the world are demand­
ing freedom and they are making those demands for an 
end to every manifes tation of oppression and discr i­
mination, whether it be in governments ~ in nati ons 
in communit ies, in trade unions~ in a ny k ind of or~ 
gan i zat ion. 

We hail the founding of this new movement wh i ch 
means the Negro union i sts are nov/ taking their ri gh~ 
ful place of leadership in the developi ng fight of 
Negro workers for their economic rights . 
special s ignifi cance of this movement of 
ers taking its place side by side with 
or ganizations in the struggle for full 
the Negro people. 

~e are deeply consci ous that the movement her e be· 
launched is not in the interest and for the bene~!:--~~~~;$;;~;;~i:~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
of Negro workers only . White workers and Negro ."i s 
ers have the same enemi es~ the same u ltimate goals . fr om the ha nds northern corpo-

We know that every step forward for the Negro worker 
makes possi ble a step forward for the white worker . 
We know t oo tha t every new att ack on the lives and 
rights of Negro workers and their fami lies holds 
within it the seed of a fresh assault on the lives 
and rights of white workers . One cannot be defended 
without a vigorous~ militant defense of the other . 

The Ciceros of i 95i do not take place in a vacuum. 

on every hand, vast numbers of Negro workers - - bot h 
North and South --- are demonstrating in a thousand 
ways their boundless determination that this t i me 
thP Freedom Train will roar through t o 1ts desttna­
tioP~ no matter how b ig the road blocks t hrown in 
i ts ;xtth. 

In effect~ our Negro brothers a r e saying t o us: 

"Take heed~ brother~ there i::; something new here! We 
a"!"e askwg for your cooperat1on~but not your permis­
slon!11 

We, the white de legates at this Convention accept 
the challenge! . We embrace the n ew and cl~rer con­
cept of Negro-whl te un1 ty wh1ch i s r equired here and 
now - today. 

Under that concept~ we have a special responsibility. 
the res ponsibil ity t o bring more and mere white work­
ers into the fight far full freed om for all. 

We are not mis l ed by the white labor 
spread the malic i ous slander that this 
ionism" in a desperate attempt to cover 
failure to fight for Negro rights . 

l eaders who 
is "dual 'Wl­
up their own 

We ~ too~ are dete rmined that the Freedom Train shall 
roll once more! 

To these ends ~ we white trade un tonists will accept 
the responsibility of seeking the support of all 
wh ite workers for the program o f action of this Con­
vention . 

We pledge t o start in our own shops , I.Dcals and Un­
i ons: 

To help and encourage the format ton and develop~~~ent 
of Negro Labor Councils all over America . 

To press t he proposed cam~aign for establishing a 
Fatr Employment Practtces Commtss ton by Execut i ve Or­
der of the Prestde nt . 

To steP. up the f ight fo r iobs f or Negroes, to assure 
upgrad ing o f Negro workers , to break through the 
lt ly-wht te <lepar tments and shops, and to ~uarantee 
that Negro .workers are .gtven full opporturnty to a­
chteve posttwns of anton lea<lership. 
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