
; Dear Branch Officer: 

At 10:30 p.m. Christmas Might a bomb was thrown into t e home of arry 
N,A.A, , , 

T. oore, state coordin&tor ofA branches in Florida, at Mims. 

~r. loore died en route to the hospital at Sanford. Mrs. Harriett ~oore 

suffered grave internal injuries and is now an inmate of the Sanford Hospital, 

the nearest one to Mims which admits Negroes. 

This terrible tragedy is the latest of a series of bombings of Negro 

housing, Jewis1 centers and synagogues an. Catholic church as well as in 

the killing of Samuel Shep1.erc and wounding of ·alter Irvin in the now world-

Mr. oore was one of the Negro teachers w o led the 

fight equalization of teacners' salaries. For doing so he,SIIIIIi Noah 

Griffin of the NAACP office at San Francisco~ Edward Davis, now president of " - "' 
the•Florida State Conference of ra1ches, and others were fired from their 

jobs. 1\ r. Moore serve f'rom 1939 to 1946 as president of the Florida Sta. te 
• 

Conference and has been executive secretary from 1946 to 1951 •• e was killed 
the " 

in/line of duty in fighting for democracy as truly as any soldier who died in 

orea. 

e are taking various· other steps wL.ich will be reported to the 

branches. / 
~ VI) 

This letter comes to as{ your brEnch to do 

from ue branch treasury 

as a contribution to ~/fr. Vloore 's fa.111ily, 

~rs. ~ore, two daughters and Mr. LOore's 

ld memorial service)-to r. 

\ whic~ resolutions ; to • S . Attorney General, to President 

) Truman, and to Gov. Fuller arren, State Capital, Tallahassee, lorida, 

( ~~w·,p; urging the fUllest use of the machinery of federal and state government 

to apprehend and punish Mr. core's murderers, to take action against Sherif£ 

, illis ~cCall in t1e Groveland case and to put an end to tne bombing of 



-2-

Jewish, Negro and Catholic homes and places of worship. Opportunity should 

be given to tqose present to contribute to the fi ht against ttis reign of 

terro;r which, unless checked, will s read as it is already spreading in other 

sections of the country. 

Your branch's contribution should be sent to the National Office for 

transmittal to 1r. l.'.1oore 's family, 

essages of sympathY. accompanying the contri­
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

help to assuage her grief. 

act without delay. 

ver sincerely, 

.t!;xecutive Secretar' y 



· . Departmen,of Branches • 
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 
LOngacre 3-6890 20 West 40th Street, New York 18, N.Y. 

December 2?, 1951 

Dear Branch Officer: 

At 10:30 Pr.·m .. christmas Night a bomb was thrown into the home of Harry T~ 

Moore, state coordinator of NAACP branches in Florida, at Mims. Mr. Moore died 

en route to the hospital at sanfordu His Wife, Mrs. Harriet· :Moore, suffered 

grave internal injuries and is now an inmate of the sanford Hospital, the nearest 

one to Mims which admits Negroes. 

This terrible tragedy is the latest of a series of bombings of Negro housing, 

Jewish centers and synagogues and a catholic church as well as in the killing of 

samuel Shepherd and wounding of walter Irvin in the now world-famous Groveland case. 

Mr. Moore was one of the Negro teachers who led the fight for equalization of 

teachers' salaries. For doing so he, Noah Griffin, now of the NAACP office at san 

Francisco, and Edward Davis, now president of the Florida state conference of Branches, 

an~ others were fired from their jobs. Mro Moore served fiOm 1939 to 1946 as presi-

dent of the Florida state Conference and has been its executive secretary from 1946 

to 1951. He was killed in the line of duty in fighting for democracy as truly as any 

soldier who died in Koreao 

The National Board of Directors is being asked to vote a contribution to Mr. 

Moore's family. we are taking various other steps which will be reported to the 

branches. 

This letter comes to ask your branch to do two things: (1) send from the 

branch treasury or raise at least $5~00 or as much as $25o00 as a contribution to 

Mr. Moore's family, consisting of Mrs. Moore, two daughters and Mr. Moore's mother, 

and to fight the reign of terror of which he was victim. (2) Hold memorial services 

to Mr~ Moore, from which resolutions should be sent to J. Howard McGrath, Uo s. 



• -2- • Attorney aeneral, to president Truman, and to oov. Fuller warren, state capitol, 

Tallahassee, Florid~, urging +.he fullest use .of the machinery of federal and 
' · 

state government to apprehend ana punish Mr. Moore's murderers, to take a.ction against 

sheriff Willis Mccall in the Groveland ea e and to put an end to the bombing of Jewish , 

Negro and catholic homes and places of worship. opportunity should be given to those 

present to contribute to the fight against this reign of terror which, unless checked, 

will spread as it is already spreading in other sections of the country. 

your branch's contribution should be sent to the National Office for trans-

mittal to Mr. N!oore's family, and to step up this fight. Messages of sympathy 

accompanying the contribution will be forwarded to Mrs. Moore. we are certmn that 

such messages will help to ease her sorrowing mindG 

This is most urgent. Please act without delay. 

NAACP 
20 west 40th street 
New york 18, N.Y. 

Executive secretary 

Enclosed find $ as a contribution from the 
------------ -------------------

---------------------- Branch to the family of Harry T· MOore, Florida state 

coordinator, and to fight against this reign of terror. · 

please convey the following message to his widow, Mrs. Harriet Moore: 

Signed: 
----~(~p-r_e_s~i~de_n_t~o-r __ s_e_cr_e_t~a-r-yr-----

Address: 
--------------------------------

City and State: 
---------------------------
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WIRE TO 61 LARGE BRANCHES THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY DECEIISER 27, 1951 

ON OUTRAGEOUS KILLING OF HARRY T. MOORE FAITHFUL NAACP WORKER IN FLORIDA 

ON CHRIS'n::AS NIGHT NATIONAL OFFICE URGES YOUR BRh.NCH INTO ACTION AT ONCE. FIRST 

SEND TELEGRAMS OF PROTEST DELIANDING ACTION TO PRESIDENT TRtJ.r.~J AT i·lliiTE HOUSE AND 

ATTORNEY GENERAL J. HOWARD MC GRATH AT DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE WASHINGTON, D.C. 

SECOND SEND CONTRI1UTION NOT LESS THAN FIVE DOLLARS TO NATIONAL OFFICE FOR DOUBLE .,f. 

PURPOSE OF AID TO MOORE FJJ.1ILY AND CONDUCT OF FIGHT AGiliNST TERROR .AND MURDER AND 

DENIAL OF CIVIL RIGHTS IN FLORIDA AND ElSEWHERE? THIRD ORGANIZE li~ORIAL MEETING 

FOR MOORE SUNDAY JANUARY 6 WITH A SILENT MOURNING PROCESSION LEADING PEOPLE TO 

MEETING THAT DAY WITH APPROPRIATE MOURNING MUSIC INSIGNIA AND PLACARDS. MANY 

BRANCHES ALREADY PLANNING THIS JANUARY 6 MEMORIAL AND WE URGE YOU JOIN MAKING IT 

NATIONWIDE DRAMATIC PROTEST. INVITE OTHER ORGANIZATIONS TO COOPERATE., EYES OF 

NATION ON ASSOCIATION .AND NEGRO AMERICANS TO SEE WHETHER WE ACCEPT WITHOUT UNITED 

OUTCRY THE :MURDER OF CRUSADER FOR DEC:EN'CY 1\.ND JUSTICE. LETTER FOLLOlS BUT GET 

'I() WORK AT ONCE. 

(SIGNED) WALTER VffiiTE 
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