
Journey of Reconciliation, 1947
These 28 documents refer to the 1947 Journey of Reconciliation organized by the Congress of Racial 
Equality (CORE) and the Fellowship of Reconciliation (FoR) to test implementation of the 1946 
Supreme Court ruling in  Morgan v. Commonwealth of Virginia prohibiting segregation in interstate 
travel. That ruling required that seating and service on interstate busses, trains, airplanes, and related 
depots and stations be on a basis of racial equality. But in the American South, the ruling was largely 
ignored, travel remained thoroughly segregated. The Journey of Reconciliation was designed to 
challenge, expose, and defy that segregation. 

https://www.crmvet.org/docs/46_jor.htm
https://jimcrowmuseum.ferris.edu/question/2007/December.htm


De~r Friend: 

Enclosed is a suggested itinerary -for +.he group that ~dll participate in 
t.he :project against. Jim Crovt +.ravel '~-his spri11g. I hope that you 'Ifill 
look: it. over ,,i t.h the thought in mind of making suggestions of cont. acts 
+hat. can be made in the communities +P.Ht. Hill be touched. If you t.hink 
there ar0 places +.hat. should be +.ouched that. are not. mentioned here, 
please lot. me know. 

Sincerely yours, 
tJ I ·, 

./0G.~r1 t- fl1- 1-f (}A.A.A--~~ 
0 

George H. Houser 



~ug0ested Itinerary for Southern ~us and Train Trip 

Plans ~J.a:VP crystallized a.s a res'tl+. of careful +,hough~ aJncl much discussion \vi +.h 
many pPrsons, for an inh~rrc:cial group +o +.ake a bus and train t.rip t.hrongh several 
s+a+.es i~1 -'-hP upper Sout.h t.o ~es+ pa+.+.ern~ of ~egregB/· io~1 i :.1 interst.a+.e +.rav€1, 
This project is bei~~ pl~nned as one part. of a campaigD t.o implement. t.~P Supreme 
Cour+: decision in "':he case of IrenP Morgan vs. +he Common•·real+h of Virginia. 

ThP trip will have a three-fold aim. 
1. To gCl.ther dat.a in a planned and scien+.ific fash.ion on "''ha+ is happ 9ning 

whe :..1 ~'Tegroes a.nd ,,r!1i +.es t.r ::>Yel ' · +. oget.J~.!.nr "'i t.hou+. he ~a- t.o patt.nrns of !3egrega+ion 
in s+.Ht.cs , .. rhere Jim Cro\'r la,'ls prevail. (Presumably +.he~e la,-rs arB of no effect in 
int.er!t.a~c +.ravel since tho Morgan decision.) 

2. To deVt::Jlop tnchniquos for d~alin,~ crf!!~.+.ivcl~r ni+.h +.ho possible conflict. 
si+.na+io:i1s t.ha-'-. '~rill aris .~ 'flrhc::.1 .se~rega+. i'Jn pa+.+.erns are ignored on buses and. 
+.rains. 

3. To c1.o an :"le.ucC~.tiollal job in passing on +.hc> experienc0s 3.nd dat.a ob+.a:t.n<'d 
by +.he +.rip. 

The interracial group ma:-:ing .._h0 +rip .. ,rill probably ns n a t,.rO-i•'Pek period, from 
April 8t.h +.o 22nd 1 for +he nxp C'rimcn+.,. Dn.ring +.his pcrio cl. of +,imo t.h0y hop3 +.o 
mont. in +h .~ cor.1mun5.t.ies t.oaeh od on rou+c Hi+11 various groups :;.nd indivio.u0.ls '~ho 

\•rill bo conccrnod about. t.h8 ~roj~-c_.. and ,,ho ,-till bB in+: r: rGs+ed in gainin..-; infor~'3.­

+.ion from +.hn P~Xy.>0rimontr)rs.. Some of t.ho .orgalli za+.ions ,,ri +.h ,,rhich •.h ·"' interracial 
gro'lP Hill hop 8 +.o me o+. Gn rou-+ .2 includ0 l\T~grt) ?.ncl. ,·rhi+.o churcl1cs, labor unions, 
frat.Prna.l organi za+.1ons, l~AA.C,P groups, Urban L0agur brnnchc s. ~\Tngro and ,.rhi .._ ~ col­
lP-ge gronps, con+.ae+ s of su.eh t'~l'"O'lPS ar-:: Fcllow:1hip of Recnncili:=t.._ ion, \•Tork; rs 
Dnf0l1SP. Lr· R·F~U0, Sou+.hr.rn Regional Council, F.;llo··~hip of Sout.h0rn Churchmon, 
Sou+.ht~r!l Confor~nc; of :{u.ma.n \·Jnlfn.re .. 

Tho 1 t inArarv·. 

1. l·tashingt.on, D .. cA. t.o Ri. ehmoncl, Virginia.. Possible s+.ops i. n Al nx!"ndria 
::'l.nd FrJdericksburg, Virginia, en ron+. c. 

2. Richmond, Virginia, t.o Ral,...,igh, :1or+.h Carolina. Possj_ble s+.on in 
P ;y~ ;..,rsburg, Virginia, :;n :rou+.e ~ 

3. Ralcieh, :ror+.h CarolinEt, +-o Knoxville, ~enn::•ssC'c. Possibl::; stops in 
Durham, Groe;nsboro, ~:anston ..... Sal om., ChFlrlo+. +:o, Asheville,. ;:rort.h CarolinE'., Pn rout. e. 

4. I~noxville, T0nncss~;J, to Lou.isvillo, Kon+:~cky.. Sid0 t.rip +.o NC~,shvillc 
included. 

5. Louisville, l(cntuclcy_, +.o Roanoko,. Virginia. 

6. Roanoke, VirgilJia, t.o ~.fa-shington, D .. C. Possible s+.ops in Lynchburg, 
ChA.rlo+.+.&:Jsvillo, and Richmond., Virgin1a, nn rou.+.c. 

Any sug.gcst.ions as +o speciftc 1::.1dlvidual.s and grou-:ps \•rith '-'.rhom n mo2+ing migh+ b0 
arr~ngcd d11ri :r.g +hr b,..ro-'m,o': porioc_ i·n ,A.pril "rill -be grat. r~ fn.ll~ r ~ c C' i vod. Sugs(')s­
t.ions as +.o legal !tssist.anc :: in-ve.rions communi+.ir")s along .._h ; rou+.o ,,rill oc: needed 
pf'.r+.iculnrly. 

GEORGE H. HOUSER 
BAYARD RUST!~\ 
2929 Bro~d,-ray 
I,Tm·r Yor~r 25, Ne1-1 York 



Ji Cro ) 





I enclose ........................ for travel and other expenses in connection 

with the Journey of Reconciliation. 

I pledge --···········-········-- for travel and other expenses in connection 

with the Journey of Reconciliation. 

D Please send copy of report of the Journey. 

Name------···--····---···--··-·······--···-·-····--·······-·-··-----------·--· 

Address ·······················-···--··········-···---·------··--·---·-····---
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CORE 

2929 BROADWAY 

FOURTH FLOOR NEW YORK 25, N. Y. 
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Legal Questions about the Southern Bus Trip 

1. Should there be several witnesses to observe what happens on the carriers between 

points on the trip? 

2. How long are those arrested likely to be held in each place? 

3. How high is the bail likely to be? 

4. After bail is paid is there any restriction on travel? When is the trial likely to 

take place? 

5. How many arrests would it be feasible for any one person to have on his record? 

6. Under the Morgan decision, is it possible to have tests on interstate tickets between 

two points in a single state? For instance, if a bus ticket reads from ichmond to Raleigh, 

would the ~organ decision apply if there was a stop-over in Petersburg? 

7. hat legal techniques can companies use and are they using to get around the Morgan 

decision? 

8. Is there any legal basis for an interstate traveler to violate Jim Crow in waiting 

rooms and stations? 

9. ill word circulate among bus companies after the first few arrests that there is a 

group systematically testing their policies? 

10. at will be the legal results if the same people are inv~lved in quite a few cases? 

11. Does the test~ony of a witness became invalid in any way if it is known that he was 

previously aware that a test was to be made? 



12. Have bus companiew in other states than Virginia issued orders to bus drivers what 

to do if persons violate the Jim Crow custom, in the light of the Morgan decision? Is 

it possible to get copies of these orders? 

13. Can we get copies of the Jim Crow state laws in the states of Virginia, North 

Carolina, Tennessee, and Kentucky? 

14. Do state laws deputize bus drivers to carry guns or black-jacks? 



Suggested dates for being j_n various places on Southern trip 

April 7th and 8th: Pa.rticipants meet in Washington for two days of discussion 
and preparation. 

April 9th: Travel from Washington to Richmond by bus. Evening meetings in 
Richmond. Possible meeti~~s at Virginia Union University; meeting in coopera-
tion with the NAACP. . 

April lOth: Possible meeting in Richmond in the morning. 

April lOth: Go to Petersburg. Evening meeting at Virginia State CollefSe. 

April 11th and 12th: Go to Raleigh, Durham, Chapel P..ill. 

April 13th: Go to Greensboro. Evening meetings at A and T College, NAACP, 
Bennett College. 

April lhth; Go to Winston-Salem. 

April l)th: Go to Asheville. 

April 16th and 17th: Travel to Knoxville and meetings there. 

April 18th and 19th: Part of the group go to Nashville, part to Louisville, 
and meetings in those places. 

April 20th: Go to Roanoke. Meetings there. 

April 21st~ Go to Lynchburg. 

April 22nd: Go to Charlottesville. 

April 23rd: Go to Vfashington. Possible meetings nt Howard University and in 
Baltimore. 



Engagement. Form 

Name of group ...... , ........... , ....... . 

Name of person making arrangement for the engagement .... ,, ........... , ... , ... , .. ,.,." ......... , .... , ... ·" ............ . 

Address ... " .................... , .............. -. ... ~ ....................... ,." ............ , ....... ··~··· ~"·~ ..... ,., ........... .... Telephone ............................ , ............... .. 

Date and time of meeting ........... ............... ...... . 
"' lot 0'1 ' h I•, • 'I t o•t'll ' . " I to .. : '1101 1 ~ '•·'' I o •'ofo 0;1'otill • o•o '!,OII•ol'll• '·•' t. lt' 1••·o , I·" to • fot, 1 1"11·•'1 

Number expected to be present ............. . 
''of 'fol'•lo i 0''1•''''''>1'o 0 OfolfiJI..If•o 1'•111' I'• fl ' l•tiJ 01"'''11• l'tl,t/" 1•'•1 •'•'o'l'f'l' t•••l,olflf'olol;fo'lf ... ' 

Topic preferred. (Give number of topic.) 
'· '"•' lo .r• ''' •tflll•nl. • ··•• o ol.l t• "'''·1:"111 ulro•!' f ,,,,,.,.,,''·I "''li.f•"'•t;op .• •Jioll·lt•., tt••o••tit' 

Other suggested topic 
I I I I 

1 
I ... I'• f I I I •t, I ' I' " 'II• o I 1 

't ', 0 t , ''" I, o I• ' 0 • 1 II ' ' ' to f'lll I • " It I I I! o f• 1 I" I<) 1110 1 • /'o 4 ot t I j fl I 1 II I o 11 l! 0/ ; ~ ' ' I lo I 1 1 ot, 1 • • • 1 I, I i I J• • II Jo I • o: • • I 

Amount that can be contributed toward traveling expenses .............. , ......... , .............. ,,,, ................... . 

(No specific amo1mt is required, but the gro'JP ,hopes to cover all e:x--penses.) 

Return this form to: George M. Houser 

2929 Broadway 

New York 25, New York 



r . o r: 

.... nc . 

January 3, 1947 

G ria 
ecrct r . ars 11 







THE 1FELLOW§1HIJIIP OF RECONCliLJIA TliON 
nA fellowship of people who strive to 

A. J. M USTE 

build a social order which will suffer )\/ 
no individual or group to be exploited 
for the profit or pleasu·re of an other." 

Secreta ry 

JOHN M. SWOMLEY, JR. 2929 Broadway, New York 25, N. Y. 
Associate Telephone: UNiversity 4-2670 

RAClLAL-llNliJ>U§TR.llAL lD> IEIP AR. TMENT 
GEORGE M. HOUSER 

Secretary 

Mr. Thurgood ] arshall 

BAYARD RUSTIN 
Field W ork 

January 27, 1947 

ational Association for the Advance.ment of Colored People 
20 wwest 40th Street 
New York 18, New York 

Dear 1r. Marshall : 

I 

FHILLIPS P. ELLIOTT 
Chairman 

HOWARD THURMAN 
Vice-Cha irman 

7 

I am enclosing a copy of a letter th at I v~ote to Attorney C. A. Cowan 
about an incident that occurred when Rustin and I were in the air-port in 
Knoxville. Something ought to be done about this problem, and I wonder 
whether there may be cases similar to this in the courts now. I would be 
glad to hear from you about this, and to know if anything might be done in 
our case . Je weren't necessarily trying to make a court case out of the 
incident, but for future reference it would be good to know what evidence 
we need to get in order to make a fairly good case. 

Rustin and I had a very successful trip on behalf of our interstate travel 
project week before last. The idea met with an enthusiastic response from 
a large share of the persons we contacted. I am enclosing a copy of some 
questions that occurred to me on which we need to get legal advice . I 
hope that we may be able to discuss these questions and others with you at 
length in the near future. Any advice you can give us will be greatly 
appreciated. 

/SJ:;~:~ 
George M. Rouser 

Glllffi/cr 



TJHIE lFELLOW§lHiliJP> OlF lRECONCJIL[AT[ON 
aA fello w ship of people who strive to 
bttild a social order which will sttffer ;( 
no individttal or gro·ttP to be exploited 

A. J. MUSTE 
for the profit or pleastt're of a1wther." 

Secretary Chairman 

JOHN M. SWOMLEY, JR. 
Associate 

2929 Broadway, New York 25, N. Y. 
Telephone: UNiversity 4-2670 

HOWARD THURMAN 
Vice-Chairman 

JR.AC1IAL-JIN1D> U§TlR1IAL 10> lEI? .AJR TMENT 

Mr. Gloster Current 
N.A.A.C.P . 

GEORGE M. HOUSER 
Secretary 

20 West. 40th Street 
New York 18, Ne,..r York 

Dear Glos+.er : 

BAYARD RUSTIN 
Field Work 

March 12, 1947 

I am enclosing t.he kind of announcement e are send·ng +.o various ulaces on 
our itinerary South, abou~ the nroject.. Our most. immediate need is for one 
or two Negro men rho would be in+,erested in t.aking part in +,he project. One 
of the persons I had coun+.ed on is not. now going t.o be able t.o make it 
because of a change in his o rn schedule, and ano+.her 1 ill be able +o give 
only a fe'\tJ days. a.11 rendering if you can +hink of a fe\lr persons Fho HOuld 
be in+.eres+ed in t.he nroject., who might. bossibly be able to join us. Is 
+here any uossi bili ty t.h t you could be wi ~h us for a fe'v days? I rould 
anprecia+e any sugoes+ions you can make, or help you. can give. 

Sincerely yours, 

~eo~ser 
G~IH/ cr 



,. -

.April 
at~l 

1947 

D~ar rs. Holn s~ 

Your 1-tt r of Anril 0 3 ad res ed to r. 
e has been r ferr .. d to m de k b cau ... e 
'~hi te' s ab ei ce from the o · ce .. 

n th 
I ... ene 

, ar~ ery 6l~d to have your full report 
aventures of the ~rs s \10 test d the 

Ad rom "r. Houser's organiz-
in to us ~riday and requost d th 
of the .NAACP on th xnens'?s f th~ 

le ~.1 o.Cti r:_ re..,ulting from those t sts. Th 
s bein r~f rr d to our Committ on d­

mini or ti n an I wil b glad to ad is you of 
it ci ion. 

ery sine r ly yours, 

ssistant S cr tary. 

,o:r • dna E. H 1 c. 
Lynchburg Br nch ~ 

611 Polk Str"' t 
L~rnchburg, a. 

R~: ELJ 
uop a/19 



' 

CONCRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY /. /, ' 
(CORE) 

A National Federation of local Inter-racial groups working to abolish racial discrimination by ir ~ 
non-violent methods 

2929 Broadway ~ ~~~ 

OFFICERS 

FRANK SHEARER 
Chairman 

IRENE OSBORNE 
Vice-Chairman 

BAYARD RUSTIN 
Treasurer 

MARIE KLEIN 
Secretary 

GEORGE M. HOUSER 
Executive Secretary 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

OLCOTT ABBOTT 
GERALD BULLOCK 

LYNN COLEMAN 
BARBEE WILLIAM DURHAM 
WILLIAM K. HEFNER 

ANNABEL HENRY 
WALTER JACKSON 

JUANITA MORROW 

ISABELLE MYRICK 
MARJORIE SWANN 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

ROGER BALDWIN 
ALLAN KNIGHT CHALMERS 

JOHN DEWEY 

E. STANLEY JONES 
A. J. MUSTE 
A . PHILIP RANDOLPH 

GEORGE SCHUYLER 

LILLIAN SMITH 

HOWARD THURMAN 
WILLARD TOWNSEND 

AFFILIATED GROUPS 

COMMITTEE OF RACIAL EQUALITY 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

CLEVELAND. OHIO 
DENVER. COLORADO 

~ETROIT, MICHIGAN 
LINCOLN, NEBRASKA 

LOS ANGELES. CALIFORNIA 

NEW YORK. NEW YORK 
PEORIA, ILLINOIS 

COMMITTEE ON THE PRACTICE OF 

DEMOCRACY 

KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 

NEW YORK 25, NEW YORK ~ , -------
Telephone: UNiversity 4-2670 jt 1 

Dear Friend: 1792 ._ M.~Y2 '47 
You may have been hearing in recent weeks that CORE was co­
operating in the sponsorship of a direct action project in 
several Southern states in order to challenge Jim Crow on 
buses and trains. One of the reasons why this particular 
project was chosen was that in a decision rendered last June, 
the Supreme Court ruled that state segregation laws no longer 
applied ~o interstate travelers. This trip, which took many 
months of planning, has just recently been completed. A 
thirteen-page report has been issued, giving the details of 
what happened as those of us on the tr:i.p refused to ride Jim 
Crow on both buses and trains. To summarize, there were 
sixteen of us who traveled during two weeks in April through 
four Southern states (Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee, and 
Kentucky). Twenty-six tests of bus and train policy were made, 
and twelve persons were arrested. Three of those arrested 
have already been convicted. One received a ten-dollar fine, 
and the other two received 30-day sentences on the North 
Carolina road gang. These sentences are being appealed. 

This was probably the most important and extensive project in 
which CORE memhers and other individuals committed to non­
violent direct action ever engaged. The facts of the trip 
and the analysis of their rneaninv,, as brought out in our 
report, will testify to this. Among the most important 
aspects of the trip were the comments and reactions of bus 
passengers who indicated by their neutral attitude that they 
were willing to forget about Jim Crow seating arrangements. 
It is very significant to us that no act of violence took 
place on any of the buses. The only violence was threatened 
by taxi cab drivers in Chapel Hill. We believe that a pri­
mary reason for the polite and courteous actions of ·passengers, 
police, and bus drivers stems from the fact that our group was 
disciplined in a non-violent good-will approach. 

V A NGUARD LEAGUE 
coLuMBus. oHio Now there is a real way in which you can become a part of this 

on-going campaign against segregation in interstate travel. 
We by no means have covered the cost of this two-weeks' journey, not to mention raising 
the money needed for travel to the places of the trials in the Southern states. Four 
trials are to come up shortly after the middle of May. We need at least two thousand 
dollars in order to cover the costs involved in carrying on this fight. Can you con­
tribute so that CORE will be in the fore-front to resist Jim Crow? 

We will be glad to send you a copy of the report on the Journey of Reconciliation at your 
request. 

Sincerely yours, 

~'fk-~ 
George M. Houser 



Segregation 

On 
Common 

Carriers 

By James Wallace 



Jim Crow arrived in lg67. Is he going to be banished? 
Given a slap last year by the United States Supreme Court's 
rulinv. against segregation of interstate bus travelers, he 
stjll rides high in most southern states. 

And the Supreme Court decision will continue to be 
only a paper victory until travelers through the South­
land--and judges, constables, bus drivers, and transit 
corporations--know and act by what the nation's highest 
court decided. 

THE FELLOWSHIP OF SOUTHERN CHURCHNEN has directed a 
study of the background and meaning of that decision-Morgan 
v. Commonwealth of Virginia, 66 Supreme Court Reporter 1050, 
the case which maY. be a lonely progres<.ive straw lost in 
the hot wind of southern tradition, or which may be the key­
stone of a new defense of Southerners' rights. 

In this study, SEGREGATION ON COMl10N CARRIERS, you will 
find information on the changing rights of Negro and wnite 
travelers in the South. Included are the pertinent sec­
tions from Jim Crow statutes in thirteen southern states, 
and descriptions of the probable effects of the new deci­
sion on these laws. The rights of citizens in both inter­
state and intrastate travel are carefully defined. 

SEGREGATION ON COl1MON CARRIERS is a blueprint for 
action. We believe you will find it useful in your own 
personal effort to broaden the meanine of our democratic 
spirit, and in carrying to others the message of this new 
opportunity for freedom. 

----------------------------------------------------------
Fello~ship of Sout~ern Churchmen 
Box 577 
C~apel Hill, North Carolina 

1 copy $ .15 
50 copies 7.00 

100 copies 13.00 
I enclose ~P ____ for ____ · copies .__ ________ ___. 

of SEGREGATION ON Cm11-10N CARRD:RS. 

Name ---------------------------------



THE lFELLOW§JBI][JP OlF RECONC][L][A"f][ON 

A. J. MUSTE 
Secretary 

JOHN M. SWOMLEY, JR. 
Associate 

"A fellowship of people who strive to 
build a social order which will sttffer 
no individual or group to be exploited 
for the profit or pleasure of another." 

2929 Broadway, New York 25, N. Y. 
Telephone: UNiversity 4-2670 

/ 

IJlACIAL-IN[))U§TRIAL [))JEJP ARTM1ENT 

Mr. Roy ilkins 
N. A. A. C. P. 

GEORGE M. HOUSER 
Secretary 

20 ~est 40th Street 
New York 18, New York 

Dear r. wilkins : 

BAYARD RUSTIN 
Field Work 

June 3, 1947 

PHILLIPS P. ELLIOTT 
Chairman 

HOWARD THURMAN 
Vice-Chairman 

JUN 

In discussing the question of the NAACP Conference a couple of days ago 
with Allan Chalmers, the suggestion came up that it might be possible for 
at least one of the persons who engaged in our recent Journey through the 
South to appear at same point in the program of the ashington Conference. 
I don't know enough about the organization of the 0onference to know where 
some such report might fit in. Are you going to have any seminar sessions 
where various areas of discrimination, such as segregation in travel, will 
be discussed? Or might there be a ten-minute spot at one of the larger 
meetings where reports are being made, where something could be said about 
our Journey as well? 

Judging from the response we received fram NAACP members and groups in the 
South on our trip, and also judging by the concern evidenced since our 
return, I should think there would be real interest in having something on 
the program. ill you let me hear from you about the possibilities? 

GMH/cr 
oeiu 

George • Houser 



FOR I~~DIATE RELEASE June 27, 1947 

Jurige Tries to Give Six Ti.rnes r.~axirn1Lll Term in Jim Crow Bus ca2=3657 JUN30'47 

\~bat a Southern court thinks of a Southern white rnan who does not be1iev·.? in the 

prevai.linC!' prejudices 1:'fas shovm in Chapel Hill, North Carolina, on June 2Ltth, when 

J,~d~e Henry Whitfield. tried to give tToe Felmet, ~~rhite, from Asheville, North Caro-

lina, six times thr- maximum sentence for sitting with a Negro on an interstate bus. 

"Six 111onths on the road," the jud~e said. Prosecutor 1\ J. Phipps then pointed out 

tha.t the maximum for such an offense under the state 's Jim Crow law is 30 days. 

"I can't keep all these things in my ]_j_ttle head," Judge Whitfield remarked whim-

sically as he changed the sentence to 30 days. At the same time he reduced the 

sentence of Andr0vv Johnson, Cincinnati Negro, from So dollars and costs to 25 dol-

lars and costs. On May 20th, when ,Judge Whitfield sentcnc~ rl tvm Ne,.,. Yor1<ers, Igal 

Roodenko, white, to 30 days, and Bayard Rusli.n, NPgro, to costs, on the same charge, 

he told one of their attorneys off the Tecorri that ~e hai much more contemrt for 

whitC?s t~an for Negroes in such a situat:i..on. All .four arrests took place durin~ 

last April's interracial bus tri.p thr0ugh the South, sponsored by the Fellowship of 

Reconcili2tion ancl the Congress Of Racial Equality. The cases are being appealed. 

Attorneys for the men are c. Jerry Gates, Herman Taylor, and Edward Avant, all of 

the NAACP. 

The apneal of James Peck, ,vhite, of Nevv York, and Dennis Banks, Ne[;ro, of Chicago, 

s8ntenced to 30 days each in Asheville, North Carolina, has been continued until the 

July or Au~ust term of court at thn request of the prosecution. Their attorney is 

Curtiss Todd, also of the NAACP. All three Virginia c2.ses of arrest arising .from 

the bus trip have been m ntinued indefinib:;ly pendi.'1g a decision by the Virginia 

Supreme Court in the case of Lottie E. Taylor. Tre Virginia cases are being b:-ndlerl 

by the Richmond fir., of ~Iartin, Hill, and Robinson, v1Jhich handled the successful 

appeal to the United States Supreme Cc·urt in the IrenG Morgan case. 

U~ivcrsity Lt - 2670 

George M. Houser 
2929 Broadrva:1 
Nevr York 25, New York 



THE JB'ELL<J>"W§HJIJP> OJF RECONC][L][A "f][ON 

A. J. MUSTE 
Secretary 

JOHN M. SWOMLEY, JR. 
Associate 

''A fellowship of people who strive to 
build a social order which will suffer 
-;zo individual or group to be exploited 
for the profit or pleasure of another." 

2929 Broadway, New York 25, N. Y. 
Telephone: UNiversity 4-2670 

PHILLIPS P. ELLIOTT 
Chairman 

HOWARD THURMAN 
Vice-Chairman 

RACliAL .. JINDU§TRliAL DIEJP ARTMJENT 
3

\) '41 
GEORGE M. HOUSER BAYARD RUSTIN C.~~ J \J ~ 

Mr. Robert L. Carter 
N. A. A. C. P. 
20 West. 4oth Street 
New York 18, New York 

Dear Mr. Car"': er: 

Secretary Field Work .-:-tl ':l U J i 
~ v 

June 28, 1947 

I am not sure what decision t.he national legal staff of the NAACP ma:s 
have made about: +he cases tha+ developed during our Journey in the South, 
in Chapel Hill and Asheville, NOrth Carolina. However, I feel that. it 
would be profitable if I could have a discussion of the problems with 
you some time in the near future. Will this be possible? I will be 
involved in an Interracial Workshop in Washington up until the 20th of 
July, but . if you \dll be in +.own some time between the 21st and the 26th 
I \tTould like very much +,o see you. If +hat. won't work out, maybe we 
can clear up some items through correspondence. 

GMH/cr 
oeiu · 

yz;~.~ 
George M. Houser 



September 3, 1947 

Memorandum to adison Jones from Constance Baker otley A ~ 
L.o. 

I have read carefully the article prepared by Mr. Houser 
for SURVEY GRAPHIC. I think that in response to Mr. Britt's 
letter, the following points should be kept in mind in a re­
writing of this article. 

cbn:rg _ 
uopwa-19-cio 

l) That the Morgan decision applies on~ to 
interstate passengers traveling in inter­
state commerce. 

2) That the bus companies in most instances 
who are familiar with the Morgan decision 
are now segregating Negroes, not pursuant 
to state statute, but pursuant to their 
own rules and regulations. This is their 
method of getting around the decision. 

3) The fact that when arrests were made they 
were usually on a charge of disorderly 
conduct rather than violation of a state 
statute is important since it shows that 
the bus companies cannot enforce their 
rules ani reguls. tions without the aid 

·or the state, thus giving a legal basis 
for attacking the rules and regulations 
of the carrier. 



~bt jfellowsbip of ~outbern ~burcbmen 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

HowARD KESTER, Chairman 
WARREN ASHBY, Treasure~" 

NELLE MORTON, Genef'al Secretary 
FRANCIS DRAKE, Administrative Sec-

retary of Friends of the Soil 
COLLIS BLAIR 

T. B. COWAN 
CHARLES LA WRENCH 

BENJAMIN MAYS 

RICHARD McKlNNBY 

MRS. ALVA TAYLOR 

11 
••• To Preach the Kospel to the poor, to heal the broken-hearted, to 

preach deliverance to the captive, and recovery of sight to the blind, to set 
at liberty them that are bruised, to preach the acceptable year of the Lord." 

POST OFFICE BOX 577 

CHAPEL HILL, NORTH CAROLINA 

October 21, 1947 

Mr. Robert L. Carter 
N.A.A.C.P. Legal Defense and Education Fund 
20 West 40th Street 
New York 18, New York 

Dear Mr. Carter: 

Because you gave us help in checking some of 
the points in our new pamphlet, "Segregation 
on Common Carriers" , we want you to have a 
copy of it. \Je are sending one under separate 
cover. 

We should like to get as ~ide distribution as 
possible in southern states among Negro, white, 
and interracial groups. Is there any sort of 
mailing your office could send to state and 
local N .A .A .c .P. chapters to let them knovr that 
this pamphlet is av i fl ble? We think it can 
pave the way for a nation-wide fight on 
segregation if properly distributed. 

NM/cbl 

Sincere~ yours, 

~~ 
Nelle Morton 
General Secretary 

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 

WALTER SIKES, Publications 
CHARLES ]ONES, Finance 

COMMISSION CHAIRMEN 

MAYNARD CATCHINGS, Christian 
Fellowship 

DAVID BURGESS, Labor 
HOWARD MCCLAIN, Research 

EUGENE SMATHERS, Rural 
Reconstruction 



January 
20th 
1949 

MEMORANDUM TO MR. CART8R FROM MR. WILKINS: 

A. J. Musts of the Fellowship of Reconciliation, 
telephoned yesterday about the persons who were convicted 
in North Carolina of violating the state segregation law on 
a bus trip. They were testing out the Irene Morgan de­
cision, but they· were caught because they were not, in 
truth, interstate passengers--at least that is the way I 
understand it. 

~hey were given thirty days in jail and appealed 
to the North Carolina Supreme Court where the sentence was 
affirmed. 

Mr. Muste wants to have an opinion now on 
whether it would be of any advantage to take the case 
higher. I told himhewould have to submit the briefs 
and other records for our inspection in order to get an 
opinion. I suggested that he might talk with you before 
asking you to take up the matter with Mr. Marshall for his 
opinion when he returns next week. 

RW:~J 



BALT I~JORE & OHIO S. W. Railroad v SETTLE 
260 us 166 (1922) 

H, W. Settle & Co were lumber dealers located at 
Madisonville, Oijio. Shipments of lumber from southe 1·n points 
outside thesnate were consigned to Oakley,Ohio. At that point, 
Settle & Co. paid the freight charges and took possession of 
the lumber. They held the fre~t in the cars a few days and 
then, without unloading, made out a bi ll of lading from Oakley 
to Madisonville. The carrier deliverec this and collected the 
local intrastate rate on this shiprnent. Settle and company 
stated that their intention in so h~mling the shipment vas to 
obtain the venefit of combination rates lower than the through 
interstate rate applying from origin to Madisonville. The car­
rier sueo. Settle for recovery of under charges. Settle aefended 
on the ground that the interstate transportation ended at Oakley; 
that there were two contracts for transportation and two ship­
ments. 

THE SUPRE1ffi COURT HELD: ~~ether a shipment is interstate of 
int-rastate depenc. s upon the character of movement. Intention 
~as held to determine as a matter of law that the shipment was 
interstate. Neither- through billing, uninterrupted movement, 
continuous possession by the carrier, nor unbroken bulk is 
essential to a through shipment. The published rate cannot 
be avoided by stopping at an intermediate point and making an 
ostensible intrastate shipment thence to destination. ~ffiRE 
LAPSE OF TI1~ Cru~NOT OVERCOME INT F,NTION. 

This same principle,under varying circumstances, was also held 
in the cases of Kanotex Refining Co v. Atchison Topeka and Sante 
Fe Ry, 34 ICC 271 (1915); Baer Brothers Mercantile Co v 
Denver & Rio Grande Western Rail~ay Co, 233 US 479 (Held: Factors 
such as mere billing, the physical movement within the State 
of Colorado, the acts of the parties, will give way before 
evidence of intention. Once intention is established it will 
continue until the goods reach the final intended destination); 

The follo ving cases dealt with intrastate movements linked with 
export shipments which resulted in findings that the RHXXXI 
movement within one state must be consiaered interstate because 
the final destinations were known at time o:- shipment: 
U.S. v Erie RR Co, 280 US 98; Texas & New Orleans RR v Sabine 
Tram Co, 227 U.S. 111 

The same principle of intention was also upheld in: OHio RR 
Commission v Worthington, 225 US 101; Federal Trade Commission 
v Pacific Paper Association 273 US 52 

IN ALL THE ABOVE CASES, THE FACT THAT FINAL DESTINATION AT 
TI.JlE OF SHIPMENT WAS KNOWN AND INTENDED TO BE AN INTERSTATE 
DESTI~~aTION RESULTING IN FINDINGS THAT SHIP]JIENTS I~VOLV~D WERE 
INTERSTATE, AND THEREFORE SUBJECT TO FEDERAL AND NOT STATE CONTROL. 

~- .. ·Wh·-·· ··- Conversely, the Supreme Court held in the following cases that 
because an interstate destination was not the original intention, 
shipments were intrastate and therefore subject to state 
jurisdiction rather than Federal jurisdiction: 
Arkadelphia Milling Co v St Louis & Southrestern Ry 249 US 134; 
CMSTP&P RR Co v Iowa, 233 US 334; ACL RR Co v Standard Oil of 
Kentucky 275 US 257; GC&SF v Texas, 204 US 403 L. Ed 360 



THE FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION 

2929 BROADWAY 

Robert eartlett .. 
N • .A.A.C.r. 
20 W. 40th St. 
New York, N.Y. 

Dear Robert Carter: 

NEW Y O R K 25, N . Y . 
:March 17, 1949 

A friend of mine has just been making something of a 

study of interstate travel cases and has passed on to me 

the enclosed memo. I am passing it on to you in the hope 

that it may be of some interest to you and perhaps some 

help on interstate travel of bus and train passengers. 

On the other hand, I presume you may have had some of these 

brought to your attention before. But I am glad to pass ~ 

it on with the hope that it may help. 

r/e 
Encl.l 

Sincerely, 

~Ali~' 
Ba~JR~stin t 

I 



CoN CREss F RACIAL EQUALITY 
(CORE) 

A National Federation of local interracial groups working to abolish racial discrimination 
by direct, nonviolent methods. April 16 195l 

166th Street Gloster Current ' 513 West 

OFFICERS 

James L. Farmer, Jr. 
Chairman 

Hobart Banks 
Vtce-Ohairman 

Lynn Kirk 
Secretaru 

Catharine Raymond 
Treasurer 

George M. Houser 
Executive Director 

FIELD REPRESENTATIVES 

lAACP New York 32, N. Y. 
20 W. 40 St. LOrraine 8-8200 
New York 18 , ~ . Y. 

Dear Gloster , 

An interracial group here in ~ew York has begun thinking 
qgain about the possibility of taking a trip into the South 
somewhat patterned after our Journey of Reconciliati on in the 
spring of 1947 . This group is at present doing preliminary 
thinking about this project. The recent visit of Judge J . 
Waties Waring of South Carolina to New York and a couple 
of meetings that he addressed here helped to rene~v thinking Joseph L. Ames 

3403 Rex Avenue this kind of proJ· ect. The group has discussed 2 possible St. Louis 14, Missouri 
E. Lewis Branch as~cts of it. First , the project would again draw attention 

26 06 Dwight Way t th ~ • ~ ally Berkeley 4, california o e .~.act that barrl.ers between races are .1. undament 
Har~2~~i·eL~~entAvenue,Nortl;t>roken because individuals refuse to recognize ~hem. Second ' 

Minneapolis 11, Minnesota the Irene Morgan decision and the many cases whl.Ch have gone 
wal~~6e~e~:~S:~tre~t through the courts since this decision have certainly m£t.de 

cmcmnati 6• Ohlo inroads into segregation in im:, erstate travel . However ' 
Bay~rt !~s~i~bon Avenue there are Still a number Of qUeStionS that need to be dealt 

New York 32, New York f • th t ~ • t t t A. c. Thompson with in the courts such as de inl.ng e na. ure 0.1. l.~ ers a e 
1932JacksonAv~nue travel more explicl tly and perhaps this proJect coula help Evanston, Illm01s 

Nathan wright clarify some of the legal questions • 
b~~i:"ri!fg~t3§~kassachusetts Although I was not responsib~e for calling ~his group 

ADVISORY COMMITIEE 

Roger N. Baldwin 
Allan Knight Chalmers 
John Dewey 
E. Stanley Jones 
Dorothy Maynor 
A. J. Muste 
A. Philip Randolph 
Ira DeA. Reid 
Arnold M. Rose 
George S. Schuyler 
Lillian Smith 
Howard Thurman 
Goodwin Watson 

AFFILIATED GROUPS 

Berkeley, California 
Boston, Massachusetts 
Brooklyn College, New York 
Chicago, Illinois 
Cincinnati, Ohio 
City College, New York 
Cleveland, Ohio 
Columbus, Ohio 
Denver, Colorado 
Evanston, Illinois 
Lawrence, Kansas 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 
New York, New York 
Pasadena, California 
St. Louis, Missouri 
University of Chicago, Illinois 
Washington, D. C. 

~393 

together, I was asked to meet r1th them at tne1r second 
meeting • • It seemed to me that the group was thinking through 
problems of such a trip very carefully . I gave them as much 
background &s I could of our Journey in 1947 . They immediate 
felt it ~uld be unrise to plan a trip into the South in which 
segregat2on on interstate buses would be tested unleas it 
v~as clear that there ould be some support in the South fo 
this project1 that there would be some Southerners who would 
participate l.n it and that there rould be some ~inancial 
bac .ing forthcoming . But they ~ere particularly anxious to 
get the reactions of some ~eople familiar v.rcLth the Sout~ to 
this kind of project at th1s moment in histo y . 

I am writing to you because I want to · t your considered 
opinion on this question. 'I'here is to be another meeting 
of the group here on April 21. It ould be very helpf'ul to 
the group in its thinking ·f you would drop a note to me 
"hich I 'rould pass on to them before the 21st . Since this 

isn ' t very much notice, v~ite to me as soon as convenient , 
even if later than this . Please remember in vrha.t you write 
that the thinking here is very formative, that no one is 
trying to railroad through a project, and that every attempt 
would be made, if the project was to go through, for it to 
'Qe planned carefully and in cooperation :ith many Southe n 
~nter sted individuals . 

I hope to hear from SQU soon. 
1ncerely yours, 



Mr. Gloster B. Current 
N. A. A. C.P . 
20 ·~vest 40th Street 
Hew York 18 , N.Y. 

Dear ~r . Current: 

·122 -~ rilAY25'51 

CONRAD J. LYNN 

COUNSELOR AT LAW 

27 t WEST t 25TH STREET 

NEW YORK 27 , N. Y. 

UNIVERSITY 4-781.0 

Thanks very much for the list of cities out of which we will 
make a tentative itinerary . \/e would like you to go over it be­
fore we made final decision. Je are also obtaining information 
on bus and train fares . 

Do you t hink it likely that the national office would permit 
us to say that the N. A. A. C. P. · · one of '> , Ie had in 
mind three organizational sponsors - the H. A. A. C. P., Ameri can 
Je ish Congre ss and c.o.R.E. Such sponsor ship would be very help­
ful in enabling us to raise funds for the fares . 

Sine~rely , 

cjl/mm 

~ 
conrad J •;) 



c 

-I 

April 30, 1951 

ir. George ~. Houser 
Ex cut1ve Director 
Congress o acia uquality 
513 · est 16 ·h tr et 

ork 30, York 

Dear George: 

h n you ve y k·ndly for your 1 tter of April 16. 

I f iliar ~it he journ y t k n in 1947. This 
the kind of project ich m·ght appal to our youth groups 

ut t th resent time, o r youth ork is in the proc ss of 
r org nization. I am sure that our branches n the South 
ould b willing o cooper te Nith those ho underta e uch a 

journey this ye • It ould be elpful for so one from th 
gro p to co1e into the office nd talk th matter over gith 
our L al Department and ys lf. 

GBC/cs 

nc r ly your , 

GLO T~ B. u~ ~ T 
Dlrector of ranches 



CONRAD J . LYNN 

COUN S ELOR A T LAW 

27 1 W EST 125TH STREET 

N EW YOR K 27. N . Y. 

UN IVERS ITY 4 - 7810 

r.ir, Gloster B. Current, 
Director of Branches, N. A. A. c. P. 
20 West 40th Street 
Nevr York 18, N.Y. 

Dear Mr. Current: 

2 
~~ 

l (\ y ~-" i~ i r. i 
~ ~ , :-t "" .. J I 

May 11, 1951 

On April 30, 1951 in reply to a letter of George M. 
Houser of C. O. R. E. you vXpressed your interest in the 
proposal to conduct another interracial bus tour of the 
South. You suggested, moreover, that it would be helpful 
for someone from the group to come into the office and talk 
this matter over with your Legal Department and yourself. 

George Houser is in Europe and has asked me to carry 
on in his absence. Unfortunately I haven 1 t been able to 
reach you by phone. If it is convenient, a small group of 
three of 'The Pilgrimage for Brotherhood' would like to 
neet with you any afternoon next week a.t 4 P.M. Will you 
kindly phone and let me know what afternoon is best for you? 

Yours very truly, 

1$-----
cjl/mm 



y 21, 951 

h 1 • 
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